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Bodies of Rohingya refugees lying on Inani beach in Cox's Bazar yesterday. At least 15 people drowned when a boat carrying Rohingyas fleeing violence in

Myanmar capsized off Bangladesh coast.

At least 15 killed as
Rohingya boat sinks

10 children among victims

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

At least 10 children and five women were killed when a
trawler carrying Rohingyas from Myanmar capsized in the
Bay near Inani beach in Cox's Bazar yesterday, police said.

The death toll may rise further as more than 50 refugees
remain missin

The trawler overturned in the rough sea just yards from
the shore after hitting some submerged object, survivors
and witnesses said.

It was raining hard when the boat was trying to anchor in
Patuartek area of Ukhia around 5:00pm amid strong wind
and high tide.

One survivor told The Daily Star that the boat was carry-
ing about 90 people, many of them women and children.
AFP news agency put the figure atabout 120.

Coastguards said the craft was too small to carry that
many people.

By the look of it, the boat could carry maximum 50 peo-
ple, they added.
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US senators call They pour in, through
rain, rough water

WASIM BIN HABIB and MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAT, from Cox's Bazar
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Humanitarian
nightmare

UN chief briefs Security Council, calls upon
Myanmar to end military ops, warns violence
could spread, displace more Rohingyas

AFP, REUTERS

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres
condemned the "humanitarian night-
mare” for Myanmar's Rohingyas yester-
dayand demanded that the government
end military operations and open
humanitarian access to its conflict-
wracked western region.

"The situation has spiraled into the
world's fastest developing refugee
emergency, a humanitarian and
human rights nightmare,” Guterres
said in a speech to the UN Security
Council.

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned on

Thursday that the violence against
Myanamar's Rohingya minorities in
the northern part of Rakhine state
could spread to central Rakhine,
where 250,000 more people were at
risk of displacement.

Guterres told the UN Security
Council during its first public meet-
ing on Myanmar in eight years, that
the violence had spiraled into the
"world's fastest developing refugee

point to excessive violence and seri-
ous violations of human rights,
including indiscriminate firing of
weapons, the use of landmines
against civilians and sexual violence.”

Sweden, the United States, Britain,
France, Egypt, Senegal, and
Kazakhstan requested yesterday's
council meeting.

Guterres demanded immediate
humanitarian aid access to areas

emergency, a h ian and
human rights nightmare."

"We have received bone-chilling
accounts from those who fled -
mainly women, children and the
elderly,” he said. "These testimonials

affected by the violence and expressed
concern "by the current climate of
antagonism towards the United
Nations" and aid groups, reports
Reuters.
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32,000 MT of
poor quality
rice imported

Gouvt rejects the consignments;
importer looks for pvt buyers

REAZ AHMAD I

The first two consignments
of rice imported for replen-
ishing the government's low
food stock have been rejected
over quality concern.

However, the Singapore-
based Olam International,
which brought the grains
from Thailand, has kept two
ships with over 32,000 tonnes of parboiled rice at the outer
anchorage of Chittagong port for almost a month with
intent to sell those to private buyers in Bangladesh.

Food department sources told The Daily Star that they
had to reject the two shipments brought through interna-
tional tender process at a time when the public granaries
require immediate replenishment for running various
food-aided programmes like Tk 10-a-kg rice for ultra poor
and the Open Market Sale (OMS).

The government is already one month behind the sched-
ule in the Tk 10-a-kg rice programme. It deferred twice the
launch of the scheme under which some 50 lakh ultra poor
were supposed to get 4.5 lakh tonnes of rice in September,
Octoberand November.

In such a situation, the food ministry plans to meet on
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Govt is struggling to start
10 taka/kg rice sale for ultra
poor as stock remains low

Tigers get it
all wrong

SAKEB SUBHAN from
Potchefstroom

Bangladesh letting go of
opportunities created has
been a common feature of
their play overseas, but yes-
terday they scorned an
opportunity gifted. Despite
the scaremongering about the pace and bounce on South
Aftican pitches, what Mushfiqur Rahim was faced with on
the first day of the first Test in Potchefstroom yesterday was a
whitish-brown surface that promised lots of runs if the
batsmen could just see through the first hour.

But captain Mushfiqur Rahim, Bangladesh's most suc-
cessful in Tests and their second-most experienced Test
player, won the crucial toss and to the surprise of all except
perhaps the decision-makers in the visiting camp, chose to
field first. So it was up to South Africa’s opening pair of
debutant Aiden Markram and Dean Elgar to show that
discipline and patience.

And show it they did. South Africa’s end-of-day score of
298 for one had everything to do with the opening pair's
brilliance and the ineptitude of Bangladesh's bowlers, with
abitofa helping hand from an unthreatening wicket.
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of weapons to Myanmar
AGENCIES

Members of Congress are sharpening their
criticism of Myanmar's crackdown that has
forced a half-million Rohingyas to flee to
Bangladesh. Republicans and Democrats
said yesterday they want the Trump admin-
istration to consider sanctions against the
perpetrators and to re-evaluate US policy
towards the Southeast Asian nation.

Twenty-one senators said in a letter to
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson that there's
a risk of genocide against the Rohingyas,
who have fled en masse in the past month,
reports The Associated Press.
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Dark clouds started to gather on the horizon near Teknaf yesterday morning
and soon they covered the entire sky. The wind picked up as well. Four-
month pregnant Setara Begum took a quick glance at her three-year-old
daughter in her arms and paced towards Hariakhali on a muddy road. She
then looked at Senawara, her seven-year-old daughter trailing behind, and
said, "Walk faster ma. It may rain anytime."

Setara had reached mainland Bangladesh on a boat only a few minutes
ago. The woman from Bagguna of Maungdaw in Myanmar had reached
Shah Porir Dwip of Teknaf the previous night.

Her boat had many more fellow Rohingyas fleeing persecution across the
borderand they headed towards Hariakhali.

First a few drops and then the heavens opened. Some women tried to
cover their infants with their veils while others with towels.

Barefoot, Setara and her daughter stopped, looked around for cover and
then kept on moving again like the others heading towards Hariakhali.

The people on the muddy road were carrying and dragging whatever they
could bring from their homes across the border.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

THE WORLD'S

BRITISH
©®® COUNCIL

with us

Call us on
09666 773377

teens and adults

Book a Course Consultation

[ http://bit.ly/britishcouncilenglish

English courses for children,

start on 18 October

Study with us at International
Turkish Hope School Bangladesh

[ BritishCouncilBangladesh

()
)

T

AUSTRALIAN
SCHOOL
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Accredited School in Bangladesh Since-2002
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