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Uber appeals UK
court case on
drivers' rights

AFP, London

LIber appealed before a British employ-
ment tribunal on Wednesday against a
ruling that would give its drivers official
worker status, as the company also battles
against a threatened ban in London.

The landmark case brought by two Uber
drivers could have far-reaching implica-
tions for people employed in Britain's "gig
economy”, many of whom complain
about precarious working conditions and
low pay. The US ride-hailing app may have
to pay its drivers the national minimum
wage of £7.50 (8.5 euros, $10) an hour if it
loses the case.

Uber drivers are currently paid for each
ride and are considered self-employed
which means they are not entitled to bene-
fits including paid holidays. A ruling in the
case is not expected for weeks.

The Independent Workers of Great
Britain (IWGB) trade union is representing
the drivers, and staged a demonstration in
central London.

Yaseen Aslam, one of the claimants,
sald drivers "face many struggles" and
"carry all the risks”. James Farrar, the other
claimant, called Uber's business plan
"brutally exploitative".

He called on London Mayor Sadiq
Khan to make workers' rights a condition
for renewing Uber's licence.

Transport authorities last week said
they would not renew Uber's licence to
operate in the capital, owing to concerns
about public safety for passengers and the
process of registration for drivers.

Uber, which has about 40,000 drivers
and some 3.5 million customers in the
British capital, has 21 days to lodge its
appeal and can continue to operate until
that process has concluded.

Adding to its headaches in London,
Uber is also facing a sex discrimination
case from a 44-year-old female driver also
going to an employment tribunal.

She claims that the way in which the
company asked her to operate is putting
her and other women at risk.

"We believe that Uber's policies do not
do enough to protect female drivers," said
Nigel Mackay from the law firm Leigh Day,
which is representing the driver.

He said that if a driver is faced "with
threat of assault by a passenger and asks
him to leave, she risks complaints and low
ratings, with no right of reply, and ulti-
mately may lose her job as a result”.

An Uber spokesman said: "Drivers on the
Uber app are free to log in and out as they
want and can choose which trips they want
to take, or cancel, without any penalty.

"If a driver doesn't want to go to a par-
ticular area there is no obligation for them
to do so," he said.

Benapole
port to be
shut for

5 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Export-import activities
at the Benapole land
port will remain closed
for 5 days from
September 27 due to
Durga Puja.

However, immigra-
tion activities will
remain open under
special arrangement.

“Leave of all the
staff at immigration
and customs sections
has been cancelled to
facilitate services
for the passport
holding travellers
during the suspension of
trade,” said Marufur
Rahman, deputy com-
missioner of Benapole
customs.

Export and import
activities will resume on
October 2.

“Unloading and
delivery of imported
goods from Indian
trucks in the port will
continue during the
vacation,” said Aminul
Islam, director of
Benapole port.

MIDLAND BANK
Masihul Huq Chowdhury, additional managing director of Midland Bank, and Tareq Ibrahim, managing director of
Savvy Food Ltd, exchange the signed documents of a deal at the former's head office in Dhaka on Sunday. The
bank's prepaid, debit and credit cardholders will get a 10 percent discount on every purchase at the Holy Crab
restaurant, a subsidiary of Savvy Food.
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PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON

Paul Flett, general manager of Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka, poses with chefs of the hotel at a programme at its
Café Bazar restaurant yesterday where the hotel arranged a four-day “Bangladeshi Food Festival” in observance of

World Tourism Day.

Bangladesh moves up seven notches

FROM PAGE B1

“Surprisingly, poor work ethic has emerged
as a new form of constraint. Lack of dedica-
tion, hard work and commitment among a
large section of the new entrants to the
young labour put constraints on businesses
to grow.”

The Bangladesh chapter of the report has
been prepared based on executive opinion
survey among 85 companies, mostly local.
The survey was carried out between
February and May, according to CPD.

In the survey, businesses noted progress
in infrastructure thanks to the improvement
in the quality of electricity and road infra-
structure. But entrepreneurs were unhappy
about the seaport infrastructure.

“High congestion at Chittagong sea port
caused long turnaround time, extra time for
unloading and re-loading, delays in ship-
ment and extra shipment charges,”
Moazzem said.

Subsequently, he suggested development
of multi-modal infrastructural facilities
connected with major inland and outbound
trade routes to facilitate trade.

The report also found that Bangladesh
has been a laggard in technological readi-
ness even though its position has improved.

The use of ICT as a business tool is yet to
get popularity. “Rather, the perception
shows some deceleration.”

“Bangladesh is still at the nascent stage in
case of creating IT-enabled business envi-
ronment. The way we do business, that will
become obsolete in the coming days.”

Besides, the country has not made any
strides in financial market development.

“Bangladesh's financial market was once
regarded as good as that of middle-income
economies. But that has been degraded over
the years and is now at the same level as that

of the least competitive economies.”

The financial sector needs to confront the
failure to control the rise of classified loans,
particularly in state banks, the further weak-
ening of banking sector governance thanks
to the amendment of the Banking Company
law in favour of the board, and the concen-
tration of loans to a few large groups.

There was also deterioration in the com-
petitive environment in the domestic mar-
ket in 2016. The scope for monopoly is
being created in some sectors.

“The lack of domestic competitive envi-
ronment is a major area of concern for
creating equal opportunity for all,”
Moazzem said, citing the growing concen-
tration of businesses and the lack of effec-
tiveness of anti-monopoly policy.

Subsequently, he called for the imple-
mentation of the competition law.

Lack of efficient human resources and
terror threats were also major concerns for
businesses.

CPD Executive Director Fahmida Khatun
suggested reforms to improve
competiveness.

“The necessity for reform will intensify,”
said Mustafizur Rahman, distinguished
fellow of CPD.,

“We have to increase efficiency and the
ease doing business. Otherwise, we cannot
go alongway,” he added.

Moazzem said Bangladesh should gradu-
ally put focus on the competitiveness
requirement of an 'efficiency driven' econ-
omy from the existing factor-driven econ-
omy.

The report ranked a total of 137 countries
and Switzerland came first, followed by the
LIS and Singapore.

US sees strong
durable goods
sales in August

AFP, Washington

IS manufacturers
booked strong sales of
big-ticket durable goods
in August, with orders
for aircraft, computers,
autos and communica-
tions equipment all
rising, according to
government data
released Wednesday.

The increase was
more than double what
analysts were expecting
but not enough to
reverse a steep decline in
July driven by volatile
aircraft sales.

Sales of defense air-
craft and other goods
also swung low, weigh-
ing on the August num-
ber, according to the
monthly data.

Still, the strong show-
ing could boost GDP
growth in the third
quarter.

Total orders for dura-
ble goods rose 1.7 per-
cent compared to July to
$232.8 billion, a full
percentage point above a
consensus forecast for an
increase of 0.7 percent,
the Commerce
Department reported.

Eurozone bank
lending rises

AFP, Frankfurt Am Main
Lending by eurozone bank
to households and compa-
nies grew faster in August
than the previous month,
figures from the European
Central Bank showed
Wednesday.

Owerall credit to the pri-
vate sector grew 2.7 percent
year-on-year last month,
adjusting for some purely
financial transactions.

Local firm launches
ride sharing service
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In the car segment, Bahon
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The three-year advisory project titled
“Trade competitiveness for export diver-
sification” will be implemented as part of
the Bangladesh Investment Climate Fund
I, financed by the United Kingdom
Department for
Development (DFID) and implemented
by the IFC.

Bangladesh, with its export-led
growth, aims to raise trade-to-GDP ratio
from 42 percent to 50 percent, by way of
increasing export receipts to $54 billion
by 2020, from $34 billion now.

Estimates suggest that Bangladesh
would have been able to export $5.6
billion more over the past five years if the
current trade policy reform trajectory had
been fast-paced.

Furthermore,
border clearance procedure can decrease

the costof trading by 14-17.5 percent.

International

modern customs and

NBR, IFC team up to facilitate trade

has two types of services:
Economy and Premium.
The vehicles that were
registered before 2000 will
be used for the economy
service and the ones regis-
tered after 2000 will pro-
vide premium service,
Morshed said.

The base fare is Tk 35 for
the economy segment and
after that Tk 18 will be
charged for per kilometre
along with a waiting charge

FROM PAGE B1
As many as 17 projects have been (jeg
identified for funding with the new
line of credit, all of which got the
green light from the Indian Exim
Bank. At present, the bank's approval
is required for project selection and
associated procurement proposals.
Apart from project implementa-
tion, the office’s presence will help

of Tk 2.80 per minute.

The figures stand at Tk
55, Tk 20 and Tk 2.90
respectively for the pre-
mium segment.

The company gave spe-
cial discounts to pre-
booked customers on the
eve of the launch of its
service. Bahon's bike ser-
vice will be more effective
and affordable for city
dwellers, Morshed said.

The company also plans
to launch its service in
Narayanganj, Gazipur and
Savar by December and in
Chittagong by February
2018. There are some other
specialised services for
ambulance and trucks and
some new service will hit
the market within a short
time, industry insiders said.

Farm, micro loans A oESTOR IRATCT S
“This has a direct impact on the growth made (hea per eI Sffert
of export as one additional day for clear- FROM PAGE B1 #{fere; Seirca FET
ance can reduce export by 1 percent,” Total loan disbursement in Mo, T (RS, BIF]-3300
according to a statement. the agriculture sector was
The NBR chief said the revenue board Tk 1,219 crore in August W W ﬁﬁ@
is keen to implement all the required and the recovery for the
customs modernisation initiatives to month was Tk 1,252 crore, naq ﬁ'@% m-ﬂQ/Qﬂhq-Qﬂbb‘ m Q‘b-ﬂb-iﬂbq@g
make an export-friendly trade regime for ;:E"fiil:l’ {‘;F{}f‘gzb:gg 3039-303 Y T TS FTE AGIE T ST m%’mwm Bres ere e e
traders. . : crore was disbursed "; the AfETATTT (AET-200b g GATY FEE Hersigal” a9 ﬁﬁm T4T 4T m L[] m
The project will support the NBR to T o : FIET AP AT S 9 A0S |
implement modernisation initiatives agriculture sector in fiscal =
critical for an export-friendly trade policy 2016-17. Of the amount, - RN RO |0 R
' . L i = Tk 10,060 crore was meant 2 | AL g | iAo |
and enhanced trafie famhtat]_cm, said for crops, Tk 3,056 crore for I - P — s | offerel 3o |
ﬁiﬁrﬂﬁﬁ;;semm economist of the livesmck‘;dekE,ﬂ:lF} s |5 s S ceeoEl o g —
”Banglade;h's I:;ade environment has Eﬁ?fff;f;ifﬁ?i ¢! ' ?%;Eﬁ# : i ok) R At R b/o5 S5
to be improved and exports have to be percentin theyear. _ s B W_ — k. | OTW-Eees viar el
diversified to remain competitive in the The BB has targeted to L . s 3 | feref (amer) |
world market,” he said. disburse Tk 20,400 crore as b | WA+ Fieee gifeg 74 sifay 2 y3-do-30)4qf¥: fFF® 38,00 THEF @ |
Keith Thﬂ]l‘lpﬁﬂn, team leader for farm loans in 2017-18, @ | LT o [T AT W wifay @ g ;':‘"‘-"G—Qﬂbqag od }a\.ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂgl
growth and private sector development at which is 16.24 percent bk
the DFID Bangladesh, was also present. higher than that oflast year. So| | VEIS (AT SIfr @ AW 3 | 53-So-303afHs 7o 33,90 WO |
| »3 1 | wEeE eAeE wifad @ Ty 3 | d@-do-2039f¥s FT 38.00 0 |
. : . 32| | v e Wt @ e | 3 | aferet speam e, v caen
Exim Bank of India to open office in Dhaka S efe 7w s T cre T, A oo G, e, T
cale 4 emsineis el o, e SEich il et Sengodobl | s sroi T T e o
Division (ERD) official. The next day, the Indian high (I 2 )
On the office inauguration day, an  commission, in association with the ! | PR RO R | 5
agreement on a fresh $4.5 billion Policy Research Institute of S| | FEAEREE  @MIST 8 FRUEE | ¢ | (F) TENFO QT ARG, () FEAE AN 7f{e
credit may be signed by the bankand Bangladesh, will organise a seminar AL @ FE FEeE T e TR CR e e wids e e
ERD in presence of finance ministers on “Macroeconomic initiatives of the RS SSTET#E, () ZEim Sree wAfa<ry ABRFTS, (9)
of both countries. Jaitley is due to government of India” and Jaitley will et fawe AGfEEs, () Teifas =W, (5) SbE
arrive on October 3, accompanied by launch a “cashless visa service” for wi2fe srea @+, (v) afewiaa wifema ey
a 20-member Indian business dele- the high commission. T, (B) AEF A 3¢,00,000/- (407G TF) BIFH
W I ferEea, () WA Ine wfewer wawAz
| e Sfafie e =reiee @ Fare 27 |
[ se VS WA S ATHT A g | “{fere o, OIS (T |
39| WEYE OEAEEE FNSeE AW € | ¢ | GuE 4E WEe difmed agme fferaw, ofer e,
- AR B3 |
aFf FEE frfeCrea WA GATSE | #e AfEd A
™ kil A
od I cEene WSl o (e € | q¢o/- 25,600/- Yo (d5) e
Mahbuba Hossain, tax ! CIFGTTS
iy o2 BTl (TETE wie (Tt o1 (130 € | agco/- 2B, Goof- vo (515) =
commissioner for zone 7o e
15 of the National Board 1 | Ty ———
of Revenue, hands over o3 Fifets @ s ife ar efediera Foifaemia are 4z e T “70E 794 S2.00
an electronic tax identi- "o foor S e e we-su 99 (3-9) =g 7o Frnes e Hess
fication number to a faared FoemFs ab amdisme: T @ CTHET WEAE Fee TOHS A
new taxpayer, at a SiAmtE A ww farg FeEe gz sawe wa | weeE Gfees o7 38.00 WHE 74w
programme organised FREIR <Pl AN |
h}' the zone at Hﬂjdhﬂﬂi o I T W e @ WWMWWWWWWWW I
Super Market of Tikatuli 12 g *MfF%e wem FAfras
in Dhaka yesterday. f*t-a30300538b
“ff#rt =, oI
e bEh20
e fefe-2000 &_cxg%: spdhaka@police.gov.bd




