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Bangladesh players bat on the Senwes Park nets in Potchefstroom yesterday, ahead uf thE|r first Test agamst South Afrlt:a which begins on Thursday.

'Need to readjust our lengths'

SPORTS REPORTER from Potchefstroom

If the words pace and bounce
seem to have become buzzwords
on Bangladesh's tour of South
Africa, fans better get used to it
because unless South Africa put out a flat track for the
first Test on Thursday, the buzz is set to continue. This
puts Bangladesh's inexperienced pace line-up on the
spot and Rubel Hossain, with 24 Tests under his belt, is
thrustinto the role of senior pacer.

Unlike many of his colleagues, the 27-year-old
Rubel has had experience of South Africa as he toured
here as an Under-19 cricketer during the 2008 Youth
World Cup.

“It's a beautiful country. We know pacers get help in
South African conditions. It's the ideal place for fast bowl-
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ers. So 1 believe that if we, the pacers, can bowl in good
areas with a proper plan, we will get success,” he said yes-
terday after Bangladesh's practice session at Senwes Park in
Potchefstroom, the venue for the first Test.

The pacers are obviously a big part of the plan. Head
coach Chandika Hathurusingha took the five pacers --
Rubel, Taskin Ahmed, Shafiul Islam, Mustafizur
Rahman and Subhasish Roy -- to the centre wicket early
in the morning and had a chat with them.

“The coach showed us the wicket, and pointed out
that it had a white appearance, meaning that it will have
good bounce,” Rubel explained. “We have to adjust our
lines and lengths as these conditions are different.
Because on bouncy wickets if we bowl back of a length,
like we do in the subcontinent, it becomes easier for the
batsmen to play. So we have to readjust our line and
length and the pacers are giving importance to that dur-

ing practice to adjust with the conditions.”

Rubel was recently the subject of an immigration
kerfuffle, reportedly because he was confused with
another Rubel Hossain who was on a blacklist. The
confusion caused him to miss the tour game, but he
seemed to be making up for lost time at the nets yester-
day, bowling with good pace and, true to his word,
concentrating on keeping the ball up, an effort of will
for a bowler known to hit the deck.

“I am practising hard after reaching here. I am also
working on fitness, The main key is to adjust to the
conditions quickly,” Rubel said, adding that the pace
group is trying to glean as much knowledge from bowl-
ing coach Courtney Walsh as possible. “Walsh has a lot
of experience in South Africa, so we are trying to
acquire his knowledge about how to bowl in these
conditions.”

£ Tigers get a taste
of the bounce

SAKEB SUBHAN from Potchefstroom

On Sunday, Bangladesh fast bowler Taskin
Ahmed had said that the pitch for their tour game
in Benoni was almost like the slow and flat wick-
ets back home, and added that he had not
expected the South Africans to offer a pitch that
would prepare the tourists for the strip they will encounter in the first
Test starting at Senwes Park in Potchefstroom on Thursday.

A day later, perhaps more through error than design, the ground staff at
Senwes Park obliged Bangladesh's desire for bouncier conditions in the
form of the four net wickets adjoining the stadium and a stone's throw
away from the Tigers' current home at the NWU Puk Sports Village. Taskin
took a break from bowling yesterday, but fellow pacer Rubel Hossain and a
slew of local bowlers certainly relished the opportunity.

Although it was valuable practice for the Bangladesh batsmen, at
times it got a bit hairy. The first batch of four batsmen to hit the nets in
overcast, cool conditions were Mahmudullah Riyad, Mominul Haque,
Liton Das and Tamim Igbal, who was taking fast throwdowns from
coach Chandika Hathurusingha for the first time since sustaining a
thigh muscle injury in Benoni.

Soon Tamim put up a hand to stop his coach mid-throw and swiv-
elled around with a concerned look to see if Mahmudullah was okay.
The experienced right-hander had been pinged on the right thumb, it
seemed, by a net bowler who got the ball to rear off just short of a good
length. Thankfully for a Bangladesh batting line-up already impover-
ished by the absence of Shakib Al Hasan, Mahmudullah took some time
off in the sidelines to inspect the affected area and returned to the nets
within five minutes. Meanwhile, Tamim muttered to his coach that the
pitches seemed underprepared and requested fast bowling coach
Courtney Walsh to have a word with the curator.

The legendary Walsh's words were not unheeded, and soon an indus-
trial roller fired up with the noise of a tractor roaring to life, and three of
the batsmen batted on as the tractor roller noisily moved up and down
the pitch where Mahmudullah was batting.

Mominul and Mahmudullah were given extended sessions at the
nets, but were eventually replaced by Imrul Kayes, skipper Mushfiqur
Rahim and Sabbir Rahman. Soumya Sarkar, who is suffering from a stiff
shoulder, was the only Bangladesh batsman to sit on the sidelines
throughout the session. Sabbir was hitting the ball hard, Imrul negoti-
ated the bounce well, but it was expectedly Mushfiqur who seemed in
command. Apart from under-edging a ball that kept low, he was on top
of the bounce and batting comfortably. Of all the Bangladesh batsmen,
the skipper bats with most purpose at the nets. At one point after playing
a back foot defence down near his toes, he shouted aloud 'No!'.

It was then the turn of off-spinning all-rounder Mehedi Hasan and
the other bowlers, and that includes Subhasish Roy. As Mushfiqur was
leaving, he shouted out to Subhasish to bring his bat back after the fast
bowler was done with his net session. Then he paused and added,
“Don't you go and bat with it."” A chorus of laughter followed, and if you
are aware of Subhasish's batting prowess, you would know why:,

The centre wicket for the Test may not be as bouncy as the net wickets;
the word was that it was neither the bounciest nor fastest in South Africa.
But considering that the Tigers will be facing up to Morne Morkel and
Kagiso Rabada, they will be thankful for the practice yesterday and over
the next two days.
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Abahani
notch third
victory

SPORTS REPORTER

Giants Abahani Limited
and Mohammaden
Sporting Club registered six
wickets wins over BKSP and
Gulshan Youth Club
respectively in the
Women's Premier Division
Cricket League in Savar,
BKSP yesterday.

Abahani sealed their
third consecutive win after
BKSP elected to bat first
and were all-out on 142 in
49 .4 overs. Other than
Nahida Akter, who top
scored with 37, and Zinnat
Asia who scored 30, none
of the BKSP batters scored
significantly. Shohaly Akter
was the pick of the bowlers
for Abahani and bagged
three wickets.

Abahani reached the
target without any difficul-
ties in 37.4 overs for the
loss of four wickets.
Opener Sharmin Sultana
scored highest for Abahani
with 57 while partner
Sharmin Akter scored 33,
adding 105 runs for the
opening wicket to lay the
foundation for an easy win.

In the day's other game,
Mohammedan clinched
their second win of the
tournament after Gulshan
posted 121 for 9 in 50
OVers.

Tomalika Sumona and
Tahin Tahera's 23 was the
highest score for Gulshan
while Khadijatul Kubra was
the wrecker in chief of the
bowlers for Mohammedan
and bagged four wickets,
giving away 24 runs from
ten overs.

Mohammedan reached
the target in 26.4 overs
with six wickets to spare as
Taj Naher remained
unbeaten after scoring the
highest with 45 off 49 balls
including seven fours.

SA seek stability
from openers

AGENCIES, Cape Town
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South Africa opener Dean Elgar feels
Sl that his new opening partner Aiden
‘ - & Markram could bring some much

needed stability to the top of the order.

Elgar is familiar with the young man who was named
captain of the Titans franchise where the left-handed
Proteas' opener plies his trade in Domestic cricket.

They recently shared a 184 run partnership in the Sunfoil
Series at Supersport Park with Markram claiming the man of
the match award with scores of 119 and 87.

Elgar feels that stability at the top will translate to strength
in the batting unit as a whole which struggled in England.

In a press conference on
Monday Elgar “I have been
asked this question of hav-
ing a new partner all the
time at every press confer-
ence and the thing is maybe
[ was not outspoken about
itin the past.

"Now, I think I have
developed a wvoice with
regards to the topicand I do
A think it's unfair for a batting

o unit to be settled if the
DEAN ELGAR opening unitis unsettled.

"Your core with regards to the batting collective is your
opening pair. Openers set up the rest for the guys to come
through and play naturally. We need stability and consistency
with regards to the combinations. I am extremely excited for
Aiden because he has shown over the last season or two that
he is a special player. He is still very young but he has shown
that he is developing every time he holds his bat.”

Elgar sees great potential in his partnership with Markram
and is eagerto get to work on it against Bangladesh.

He added: “Itis exciting times to have him there. We have
just gone through a successful four-day game together for the
Titans as an opening pair and hopefully we have longevity. We
need to have a bit of stability and consistency and hopefully
we can have a couple of years or seasons together. Obviously,
it will improve our batting throughout the summer.”

Elgar does the feel the need to discuss the step up to Test
cricket with Markram at great length.

He went on: “He is trying to take everything in at the
moment because things happened so quickly. He went from
being Titans captain in the Sunfoil Series to Test openerin a
week. From my side, it's good just to have him settle his own
mind and take it in his own way.”

"I am sure he has his own way and when we get closer to
the Test match we will obviously sit down and have a nor-
mal chat. We are actually driving together to Potchefstroom
on Wednesday, which is a good thing. Sometimes you don't
need to talk cricket, you just need to give him peace of mind
because he is a special cricketer. Test cricket can sometimes
cloud your thoughts but it is my job to calm him and make
him feel welcomed.”

SPORTS REPORTER
left-arm spinner

2 WV i Razzak bowled Khulna
7 WAI'TBN to their first victory in the

loT SMART FRIDGE ™

IWnndtidnlm 204 19th National Cricket League
as he picked up his 29th five-wicket haul in first-
class cricket to bundle out Barisal Division for
just 163 runs in their second innings yesterday:.

After a three year hiatus, perhaps the saying
‘the only motivation is to enjoy the cricket’ has
become a mantra for the 35-year-old as his match
haul of nine wickets clinched a comprehensive
239 run win for his side.

Razzak picked up four wickets during the first
innings followed by five in the second innings
while giving away 32 runs from his 17 overs in the
Tier 1 encounter at the Sheikh Abu Naser stadium.

Razzak, who is just 18 wickets away from 500
first class scalps, is also a five wicket haul shy of
fellow left-arm spinner Enamul Haque's bench-
mark of 30 fifers in Bangladesh's first class
competition.

Barisal resumed the fourth and final day on 32
without loss with the task of saving the day's play
since they were trailing by 370 runs but Razzak
had some other plans in store.

Initially, it was Khulna's other left-arm spinner
Moinul Islam who picked off opener Rafsan Al
Mahmud on 27 to break the 58 run first wicket
partnership and then followed up by taking the
wicket of Shamsul Islam cheaply.

After that it was the Razzak show as he started to
do damage to the Barisal batting order, eventually
taking out Barisal's highest scorer and the only
Batsman to show fight, opener Fazle Rabbi, who was

Veteran

SCORES IN BRIEF

KHULNAVS BARISAL

KHULNA: 444 all-out and 216-7 (Tushar Imran 57 not out, Nurul
Hasan 57; Shohag Gazi 3-78)

BARISAL: 258 (Nuruzzaman 101 not out; Al-Amin 4-72, Abdur Razzak
4-90) and 163 all out (Fazle Rabbi 88; Abdur Razzak 5-32, Moinul Islam
3-19)

Result: Khulnawon by 239 runs.

RAJSHAHIVS CHITTAGONG

CHITTAGONG: 432 all-out and 1-0in 1 over (Yasir Ali 94, Sazzadul 68,
|rfan Shukkur 65; Shariful 3-70, Nazmul 2-44, Saglain 2-76)
RAJSHAHI: 415 all-out (Jahurul Islam 792, Zunaid Siddique 77, Farhad
Hossain 60; Saifuddin 3-91, Mehedi Hasan 2-70, Iftekar Sajjad 2-80)
Result: Match drawn.

DHAKADIVVSRANGPUR

RANGPUR: 237 for 2 ded (Saymon Ahmed 63 retired, Sohrawordi 56
notout, Jahid Javeb 53 retired, Nasir Hossain 52)

Result: Match drawn

DHAKAMETROVSSYLHET

Match abandoned due to rain and wet out-field without a ball being
bowled.

eventually dismissed afterscoring 88 off 171 balls.

Razzak bowled in tight lines and lengths and
managed to get three leg-before decisions during
his fifer while Moinul bagged three.

In the first innings, Khulna posted 444-10
riding on centuries from the man-of-the-match
Mahedi Hasan and fellow experienced cam-
paigner Tushar Imran while Barisal's left-arm
spinner Monir Hossain claimed seven wickets, In
reply, Barisal were all-out on just 258, handing
Khulna the innings lead of 186 runs where
Nuruzzaman got himself on the scoresheet with
an unbeaten 101.

Razzak delivers Khulna's first win

In the second innings, Khulna scored some
quick runs and declared on 216 for 7 before
Barisal were eventually unable to save the game
in the last day.

Apart from the Khulna-Barisal tie though, all the
other matches of the second round ended in draws.

In Tier 2, at the Shahid Kamruzzaman sta-
dium, hosts Rajshahi resumed the final day on
147 for 1 and were eventually all-out on 415.
Overnight batsman and skipper Jahurul Islam
top scored with 79 off 140 balls while Zunaid
Siddique added 77 and Farhad Hossain scored 60
but it was not enough for them to take the lead
after Chittagong posted 432 on their first innings.

Chittagong batted just one over in the second
innings before the game ended in a draw.

Meanwhile, Nasir Hossain's 26 ball fifty was
the only highlight in the Tier 1 game at the
Shaheed Chandu stadium in Bogra between
Rangpur and Dhaka division. After the first two
days were abandoned due to rain, there was
finally some cricket played as Rangpur declared
their first innings on 237 for two.

Rangpur's Nasir was dismissed after striking
seven fours and two sixes on his 37 ball 52 run
knock while overnight openers Saymon Ahmed
and Jahid Javed retired to get some batting prac-
tise after scoring fifties. Sohrawardi Shuvo was
also notouton 56 by the end.

In reply, Rony Talukdar scored sixty while
Joyraj Sheikh added 45 as Dhaka ended the
fourth day on 150 for three in 44 overs.

Lastly, the Tier 2 game between Dhaka Metro
and Sylhet division at Cox's Bazar was aban-
doned without a single ball being bowled due to
rain and a wet outfield.

Inter-varsity chess
begins at Brac Uni

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shakib Al Hasan (L) and former Bangladesh captain Naimur Rahman distribute relief
materials among flood-affected people at the Gheor Government College ground in
Manikganj yesterday. The programme was organised by the BCB.

PHOTO: ZAHANGIR ALAM BISWAS

The Berger First Inter University Chess Championship,
organised by Brac University Chess Club, started at the Brac
University Auditorium yesterday. Fourteen universities -
both public and private - along with one college are taking
part in the three-day competition.

AKM Sadeque Nawaj, general manager of marketing of
the sponsor company Berger Paints Bangladesh Ltd, was
present as the chief guest in the inauguration ceremony.

Niaz Murshed, the first grandmaster from South Asia
and also the advisor of Brac University Chess Club, elic-
ited the rules of the competition while being present as
the special guest.

Brac University's vice chancellor professor Syed Saad
Andaleeb also delivered a speech, outlining the merits of
chess.



