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A green way to cut cost
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Aus and Aman.

The tests were done over the last one
year at BRRI's compound and the
fertiliser is now on trial at farmers'
fields in Barisal, Patuakhali, Rajshahi
and Kishoreganj.

Umme Aminun Naher, a BRRI prin-
cipal scientific officer (PSO) and mas-
termind behind the bio-organic ferti-
liser, told The Daily Star yesterday that
the blend has 10 beneficial bacteria.

About 15 percent of it is biochar
(charcoal used as a soil amendment)
and five percent rock phosphate, she
said, adding that the rest was decom-
posable household vegetable waste.

She said their trials had shown that
the use of bio-organic fertiliser did not
have any impact on rice yields and was
at par with production level achieved
through chemical fertiliser usage.

Naher pointed out that the fertiliser
would help reduce carbon emissions.
Greenhouse gasses are emitted during
chemical fertiliser production and its
use, she said.

Research revealed that the produc-
tion of one kg of urea and TSP fertiliser
emits about six kg of CO2 in the air,
sald the Unesco-ISTIC (International
Science, Technology and Innovation

Centre for South-South Cooperation)
award-winning scientist.

She said, "We are using the same
rock phosphate, which is a key ingredi-
ent in TSP, but in our process the bene-
ficial bacteria make the rock phos-
phate soluble. Other bacteria that we
are using help compost waste, fix
nitrogen from the air and help the
paddy plant grow."

The biochar is produced by burning
rice husk, she added.

Neither Naher nor Jatish Chandra
Biswas, the head of the BRRI Soil
Science Division, could give a clear
idea on the cost of the fertiliser.

They, however, said the cost of
production should be much lower
than chemical fertilisers as "we are
using household wastes, cheap
biochar and bacteria and little amount
of rock phosphate, which is available
in the market forTk 5 perkg".

They said the fertiliser would add
organic matter and beneficial
microbes to maintain soil health. Soil
quality would increase with direct
application of carbon via biochar.

Research findings indicate that
application of chemical fertilisers for a
long time decreases the populations of
free-living nitrogen fixing bacteria,

organisms that solubilise phosphate as
well as other beneficial bacteria.

Md Imran Ullah Sarkar and Afsana
Jahan are the two other soil scientists
of the BRRI team that developed the
fertiliser after several years of research,
lab tests and field trials.

Jatish told The Daily Star that to
move forward with the product, BRRI
would first make a patent application.
Once they had the patent, they would
provide interested enterprises with the
technology so that the fertiliser
reached all farmers in the country.

The decomposing process of the
waste, bacteria, biochar and phosphate
would generate a considerable amount
of biogas and people would be able to
tap into it, once it is produced com-
mercially on alarge scale, he said.

BRRI Director General Md Shahjahan
Kabir told The Daily Star yesterday that as
a first step, BRRI would soon approach
the Gazipur City Corporation to go for
bio-organic fertiliser production.

"We are (BRRI headquarters)
located in Gazipur and we will
approach the local city authorities to
make the best use of the decomposable
waste collected each day. That will have
a demonstrative effect on other places
in the country," said Kabir.

UN to work with Asean to resolve crisis

FROM PAGE 2
humanrightsand the rule of law,

Under the Asean-UN
Comprehensive Partnership, both
sides can intensify and integrate efforts
to ensure peace and security, sustain-
able development, human rights and
humanitarian action, Antonio
Guterres said.

Given the threat of terrorism and
violent extremism worldwide, incud-
ing in Southeast Asian nations, he
pointed out that the new UN Office of
Counter Terrorism and the UN as a
whole stand ready to support the
Asean in addressing these complex
threats through regional cooperation,
MALAYSIA DISASSOCIATES FROM
ASEAN STATEMENT ON RAKHINE
VIOLENCE
Meanwhile, Malaysia on Sunday said it
"would like to disassociate itself” from
a statement issued by the Asean on the
situation in Myanmar's Rakhine state,
reports cable television news agency,
Channel News Asia.

The Asean chairman in a statement
issued on the sidelines of the LIN gen-
eral assembly condemned the Aug 25
attacks on Myanmar security forces, as
well as "all acts of violence which
resulted in loss of civilian lives,
destruction of homes and displace-
mentoflarge numbers ofpeople”.

Malaysia's Foreign Minister Anifah

Aman in a separate statement said his
country felt the Asean statement was a
"misrepresentation of the reality of the
situation”.

"The statement also omits the
Rohingyas as one of the affected com-
munities,” he said.

Malaysia urged Myanmar to imme-
diately implement recommendations
made in an advisory commission's
final report on the Rakhine state,
Anifah added.

The Asean statement called the
situation in Rakhine a "complex inter-
communal issue with deep historical
roots", and "strongly urged " all parties
to avoid actions that could worsen the
situation onthe ground.

APRRN URGES INTL COMMUNITY
TO PRESSURE MYANMAR

The Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network
(APRRN), meanwhile, urged the inter-
national community to apply all possi-
ble measures to pressure Myanmar into
halting military operations, protecting
civilians and ensuring unfettered
humanitarian access to Rakhine State.

In a statement by APRRN
Programme Coordinator Evan Jones,
the Thailand-based rights body
demanded implementation of all rec-
ommendations of the Rakhine Advisory
Commission led by Kofi Annan.

"Nations cannot stand aside and
watch hundreds of thousands of people

being forcibly displaced, thousands
indiscriminately killed, in a govern-
ment-sponsored operation amounting
to ethnic cleansing, " itsaid.

[talso urged the international com-
munity to rally around Bangladesh
that is under extreme pressure in the
face of this humanitarian emergency.
HRW SLAMS INDIA
Human Rights Watch has slammed
India for “mistreating” the Rohingya
refugees.

It referred to Indian Home Minister
Rajnath Singh who said in a recent tweet
that his government is “not violating
any international law" if it deports
Rohingya refugees as India is not a
signatory to the 1951 Refugee
Convention.

“If India had not signed the
Convention against torture, would
Indian authorities have carte blanche
to torture and ill-treat anyone in cus-
tody?"” said Bill Frelick, HRW's refugee
rights programme director in a state-
ment on Sunday:.

Indian government says itis worried
about the entry of refugees with links
to Rohingya militants. "If that's the
case, they should produce evidence
and prosecute individual suspects,”
Frelick said.

"When vyour neighbour flees his
buming house, you are not at liberty to
push him back into the flames because

Durga Puja begins
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into Bangladesh.

During visits to several puja
mandaps in the capital yesterday,
artisans were seen having a busy time
putting the final touches to the idols.

The mandaps have been decorated
with colourful lights, artificial flowers,
festoons, banners and paintings, with
colourful arches at the entrance of a
number of them welcoming devotees
and guests.

"All works are almost done and
whatever is left will be completed
within midnight,” said Ratal Paul
while working at Ramna Kali Temple
in the capital.

Meanwhile, security measures have
been beefed up at temples and
mandaps with the deployment of
additional squads of Ansar, police,
Rapid Action Battalion and other law
enforcement agencies for peaceful
celebration of the festival.

[n separate messages, President
Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina conveyed greetings to
members of the Hindu community,
reports BSS.,

The prime puja mandap in the
capital is at Dhakeshwari National
Temple. Large mandaps have also been
put up at Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
University, Ramakrishna Math and
Mission, Ramna Kali Mandir,
Siddheswari Kali Mandir, Tanti Bazar,
Shankhari Bazar, Bangla Bazar,
Banani, Dhanmondiand Farmgate.

With Mahalaya, marking the home-
coming of Goddess Durga, having
been observed a week ago, today's
celebration will begin early morning
with Shashthi Puja, Kalparambha and

Bihit Puja following Bhodon (invoca-
tion) to the deity yesterday evening.

Throughout the day devotees will
pray for her appearance on earth again
after a year and seek forgiveness.

Mahasaptami will be celebrated
tomorrow followed by Mahashtami
on Thursday. Mohanabami and Bijoya
Dashami will be observed on Friday
and Saturday.

According to Hindu scriptures and
the Bangla almanac, Durga Puja is
observed in sync with the moon's
movement. The five-day festivity and
prayers begin on the sixth day of the
full moon and ends on the tenth day or
Bijoya Dashami.

Durga, the slayer of demon
Mahishashur, appears to be riding on
the back of a lion and accompanied by
her children Ganesh, Kartik, Lakshmi
and Saraswati with 10 weapons in her
10 hands.

At the invocation of the devotees, she
descends on the earth, stays for the next
four days and leaves after slaying all evil
forces and blessing the devotees.

Every year, Goddess Durga arrives
on a specific carrier and chooses
another bearer for her departure. Her
choice is seen to predict how the fol-
lowing year will fare for the world and
its inhabitants.

Milon Chakraborty said Durga this
year would arrive on a boat foretelling
good harvests and floods and leave on
a horse spelling doom for the world.
SECURITY
There is no specific security threat but
security has been reinforced consider-
ing the present national and interna-
tional situation, Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) Commissioner Md

Asaduzzamman Mia told journalists
yesterday.

"I want to make it clear that there is
no lack of security in the city,” he said
at Dhakeshwari Temple while inspect-
ing security arrangement there.

Puja mandaps were brought under
camera surveillance. People will have
to go through archways to enter major
puja mandaps, he said and advised
people not to carry handbags, vanity
bags, packets, metal objects and any
sharp items including knives to tem-
ples and mandaps.

After a meeting of the cabinet com-
mittee on law and order at the home
ministry at the secretariat on Sunday,
Industries Minister Amir Hossain Amu
said law enforcers took all necessary
measures so that the Hindu commu-
nity could celebrate their biggest reli-
gious festival peacefully.

The police headquarters instructed
people not to upload any contradic-
tory, objectionable and provocative
videos or posts on the social media
centering on Durga Puja in order to
retain social peace.

Citizens have been asked as well to
inform the law enforcing agency if
anyone is found to be spreading contra-
dictory messages to foil social harmony.

Meanwhile, Ain o Salish Kendra
yesterday expressed deep concern over
the incidents of idols of the goddesses
being desecrated in different parts of
the country and that in most of the
cases the culprits remain untraced.

In a press release, the rights body
urged the government to take neces-
sary security measures to stop the
recurrence of such incidents and urged
people to remain alert.

Japan PM calls snap election
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"Rather, by holding an election, I want
to seek a public mandate regarding
(the government's) handling of the
North Korean issues," he added.
DIFFICULT TIME

According to a weekend poll in busi-
ness daily Nikkei, 44 percent of
Japanese plan to vote for Abe's conser-
vative Liberal Democratic Party (LDP),
while only eight percent favoured the
main opposition Democratic Party.

Nevertheless, one fifth of those
polled said they were still undecided,
potentially opening the door for gains
by a new party formed by the popular
mayor of Tokyo Yuriko Koike which
will field dozens of candidates.

Koike's Tomin First no Kai (Tokyo
Residents First) party humiliated Abe
and the LDP in local elections in July,
but analysts say the new grouping has
not had time to lay a national founda-

tion to mount a serious challenge to
the prime minister.

In an apparent bid to steal Abe's
limelight, former TV anchorwoman
Koike went before the cameras just
hours before his news conference to
announce she was creating a national
political party called "Kibo no To"
(Party of Hope).

"Japan is facing a difficult time
considering the situation in North
Korea. Economically, the world is
making a big move while Japan's pres-
ence is gradually declining,” said
Koike.

"Can we continue letting (the exist-
ing lawmakers) handle politics?”

But Jeff Kingston, director of Asian
Studies at Temple University in Japan,
said there was "no opposition worthy
ofthename in Japan".

"The LDP is a giant among dwarves.
[t would take a major scandal to derail

the Abe express," he said.

POLITICAL VACUUM

The winner of the expected snap elec-
tion faces a daunting in-tray of chal-
lenges ranging from an unprecedented
crisis with North Korea to reviving the
once world-beating Japanese econ-
omy.

The North Korea crisis appears to
have given the hawkish Abe a welcome
boost in the polls following a series of
scandals, including allegations he
improperly favoured a friend in a
business deal.

Despite a recent run of growth, the
election winner will also have to con-
tend with a sluggish economy, as the
heavily indebted country grapples
with a low birth rate and a shrinking
labour force.

Abe said Japan's "biggest problem"
was a declining number of children in
an ageing society.
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Youth held
for 'raping'
minor girl

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Police arrested a youth for allegedly
raping a seven-year-old girl in Savar's
Begunbari area on Sunday night.

The arrestee, Kader Mia, 28, is a
neighbour of the victim.

Quoting the victim's family, police
said Kader, a day labourer, took the
girl to his room and raped her around
10:00am. Hearing her screams, the
girl's family members and their neigh-
bours rescued her and caught Kader.

Kader was later handed over to
police.

The girl is undergoing treatment at
One-Stop Crisis Centre of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The victim's father filed a case
against Kader with Savar Police Station.

Eight held
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and Ali are suspected muggers while
the rest of the arrestees are mobile
phone sellers and repairmen.

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Humayun Kabir said the gang has
been changing IMEI numbers of
mugged or stolen phones before sell-
ing them to unsuspecting customers.

“Police arrested Nabi and Ali in
the city on Sunday with two stolen
phones and interrogated them about
the places where the phones are
sold,” Humayun said.

Based on information gleaned
from them, a police team raided a
mobile phone store in Fatickchari in
the evening and arrested Ajit with 15
phones. IMEIs of 12 of the 15 phones
were already changed.

Humayun added that police then
raided three other stores and recov-
ered many stolen phones.

“During the drive, more phones
with changed IMEIs were recovered,”
said the ADC.

[nspector Priton Sarkar said a gang

of muggers sell stolen phones to
crooked store owners who have the

IMEI numbers changed before selling
those to customers.

Some criminals also change IMEI
numbers of their phones before commit-
ting crimes to avoid detection, he added.

Man arrested over
[London train
bomb attack

AFP, London

Police yesterday arrested a 20-year-
old man in Wales in connection with
the London Underground train
bombing this month, bringing the
number of people in custody to four.
The man was arrested before dawn by
counter-terrorism officers in the Welsh
capital Cardiff and has been taken to a
police station in London for questioning.

17 more bodies found

FROM PAGE 2
Rohingya "extremist terrorists”.

Seventeen more bodies were found
yesterday, said government spokes-
man Zaw Htay.

NiMaul, a Hindu leader who joined
the search alongside soldiers and
police, said the new corpses were of
Hindu men aged between 30-50 and
buried in two pits near the other grave
sites.

"We are still searching together with
soldiers and police as we believe more
than 100 people were killed at that
time," he told AFP.

Displaced Hindus from that area,
known as Kha Maung Seik, have told
AFP that Rohingya fighters stormed
into their communities on August 25,
killing many and taking others into the
forest.

They showed AFP a list of 102 peo-
ple from two villages -- Ye Baw Kyaw
and Taung Ywar -- who are feared dead
by distraught relatives now sheltering
1N camps.

Several Hindu women were also
abducted by the militants, according
to the displaced Hindus, who wept as
they recounted the bloodshed.

With the government blocking
access to the conflict zone, it is difficult
to verify the range of accusations that
have intensified ethnic hatreds in
Rakhine,

But the army has steadfastly blamed
violence on the Rohingya -- a Muslim
minority it has been trying for years to
eject from Myanmar -- while highlight-
ing the suffering of other ethnic groups
sweptup in the violence.

ETHNICTIES SHATTERED

The focal point of the unrest, northern
Rakhine's Maungdaw district, was
once home to a fragile mosaic of reli-
gious communities, dominated by the
Rohingya.

But wvast swathes of the border
region are now completely emptied of
Muslim residents, with nearly 40
percent of Rohingya villages aban-
doned in undera month.

Frightened and dispossessed ethnic
Rakhine Buddhists and Hindus, who
have largely fled south, say they see no
future alongside their former Muslim
neighbours.

"I do not dare go back to the vil-
lage," said Kyaw Kyaw Naing, one of
hundreds of displaced Hindus shelter-
ing in a derelict football stadium in
Rakhine's state capital Sittwe.

"We still do not know yet how many
of those dead bodies include relatives
from our camp," added the 34-year-
old, whose Hindu name is Shu Bown.

In Bangladesh, relief agencies are
struggling to meet the vast needs of the
Rohingya cramming into shanties in
Cox's Bazar, an influx the UN has
described as the "fastest and most
urgent refugee emergency in the
world".

Yet there is little sympathy for the
Muslim minority inside Myanmar,
where Islamophobia has been stewing
for years among the overwhelmingly
Buddhist population.

Even before the latest eruption of
violence, the 1.1 million-strong
Rohingya were relegated to precarious
and impoverished lives, with hun-
dreds of thousands trapped in refugee
camps following previous persecution.

Those outside the camps were sub-
ject to laws that stripped them of citi-
zenship and severely restricted their
movements and access to jobs, school-
ing and healthcare.

Analysts say the repression helped
give rise to the Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army, whose raids plunged
the region into crisis.
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villagers of remote Shalgram in
Munsur Nagar union of Kazipur
upazila, his dream high school opened
its doorsin 1999,

That first year the school had just 35
students with Hafizur as both founder
and head teacher. Nowadays, there are
550 students, among them 247 girls,
enrolled in classes six through to 10.
The high school has 13 staff including
the 10 teachers.

“For the past 18 years Shalgram
High School has given children from
the Jamuna shoals the chance to be
educated,” says Abdur Razzak, presi-
dent of the school's management
committee.

The first students of the school
appeared for their Secondary School
Certificate examinations under the
Rajshahi Board in 2010. “Results have
been good since then,” says Hafizur.
“Now the students, many of whom
are from poor families, have reason-
able access to secondary education.

good cause

They can pursue higher education
more easily too.”

Nonetheless, Hafizur is worried
about his school. “We are yet to
become a beneficiary of the govern-
ment's monthly payment orders
despite repeated requests to the
authorities concerned,” he sighs. “The
teachers and other staff are working
hard but suffering from severe finan-
cial hardship. At times I cannot pay
them fully because our students can't
always pay their tuition fees.”

Sometimes Hafizur uses money
from his freedom fighter allowance to
keep the school running. “I can do that
until October this year which is when |
have to retire,” he says. “I don't know
what will happen to the school after
that.”

Hafizur yet hopes the government
will support the school via monthly
payment order. “If that could happen
before I retire, my lifelong dream will
be secure,” he says.

Secretary's car
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Hare Road the previous
day. The secretary was in
the vehicle that day as
well.

During the two-hour
drive from 5:00pm yester-
day, law enforcers also
fined and sued the driver
of a special superintendent
of police of Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) and six bikers.
Another motorcycle was
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