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Over 2,350 injured
Rohingyas treated

They suffered bullet,

sharp weapon and

landmine wounds in Myanmar violence

A¥P,

's Bazar

Bangladesh said yesterday it had
treated more than 2,350 Rohingya
refugees for serious injuries sustained
during ethnic violence in Myanmar,
including bullet and machete wounds
and trauma from landmines.

About 4,22,000 refugees from the
stateless Muslim minority have fled
Myanmar's westernmost Rakhine State
since August 25, overwhelming camps
along the border ill-prepared for an
influx of desperate civilians.

Local authorities and aid agencies
in Cox's Bazar district have been strug-
gling to provide food, shelter and
medical treatment for the Rohingya,
who recounted tales of torture and
rape by Myanmar troops and Buddhist
militias as they escaped.

Bangladesh authorities said nearly
14,000 refugees had been treated in
hospital and mobile medical clinics

for illness and injury, including 2,364
people for wounds consistent with
violence.

"These include injuries from bul-
lets, mines or sharp weapons such as
knives,” Enayet Hussain, a senior
health department official, told AFP.

Bangladeshi officials believe anti-
personnel mines have been planted by
Myanmar security forces to prevent
Rohingya from trying to return to their
villages, and several deaths from these
banned weapons have been reported.

Hussain said local hospitals and
medical clinics were "overstretched"
but health authorities were "prepared
to face the crisis” described by aid
agencies as a humanitarian catastro-
phe.

Bangladesh has deployed the army
to restore order and fast-track the
construction of shelters for thousands
of refugees still living in the open
exposed to monsoon rain.

It's 'genocide’
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find out the reason for this exodus," he
said.

His remarks are even less likely than
Suu Kyi's to mollify global concerns as
he questioned, like Suu Kyi the day
before, the reasons for the flight of some
4,22,000 Rohingyas to Bangladesh
ince late last month in the face of an
army campaign that includes shooting
innocent civilians, burning of villages
and rape.

Van Thio also said there had been no
clashes since September 5, a claim that
has already been debunked by Western
reporters on the grounds.

Smoke could be seen rising from at
least two places in Myanmar as late as
on Wednesday, a Reuters reporter in
Bangladesh said. It was not known what
was burning but rights groups say
almost half of Rohingya villages in the
region have been torched.

Like Suu Kyi, Van Thio did not use
the term Rohingya, referring to them
simply as Muslims. The Rohingya are
widely reviled in the Buddhist-majority
country.

Suu Kyi's stance has disheartened
human rights groups who had cam-
paigned for her freedom during the
Nobel Peace Prize winner's 15 years
under house arrest by a military junta.

The violence and the e)(odus of refu-
gees has brought con-

makerleda UK el

Nine people were killed as lluslmnk with relief for

from Red

fell off

in a two-day visit to Rohingya camps in
Cox's Bazarin thelast two days.

“We have seen and heard horrific
things from peoplein camp,” she said.

Paul Scully, also a ruling
Conservative Party lawmaker, said the
ongoingcrisis in Myanmar needed to be
stopped immediately through interna-
tional efforts.
'CHANCES OFACTION SLIM
Earfly on Wednesday, US President
Donald Trump called on the UN
Security Council to take "strong and
swiftaction” toend theviolence.

It was the strongest US

| EiEeres

Fear of health emergency
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"We will carry on, nothing has been ~ sexual VIGIEHCE’
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put on hold," Graziella Leite Piccoli,
ICRCspokeswoman for Asia, told AFP.

News of the clashes emerged as a
truck hired by the Red Cross and ICRC
crashed in Bangladesh, killing nine
peopleand injuring 10 others.

"It was carrying the food to Rohingya
refugees on the border, including those
stranded in the no-man's land," said
Yasir Arafat, deputy police chief of
Bandarban border district.

FB BANS 'DANGEROUS'
ROHINGYA MILITANT GROUP

response yet to the violence.

Even so, the chances of forceful
action by the world body appear scant.

Diplomats say the Security Council
could consider adopting a formal state-
ment if the situation does not improve,
but China and Russia are unlikely to
agree to stronger action that would
require the adoption of a resolution
they could veto.

A UN Security Council resolution
would need nine votes in favour and no
vetoes by Russia, China, the US, Britain
and France.

Myanmar said earlier this month it
was negotiating with veto powers China

Facebook said it has banned a Rohingya

were vaccinated for rubella and polio
while 12,675 children were given vita-

living in an extremely precarious situa-
tion, and all the preconditions for a
public health disaster are there, White
said in the statement.

She also warned of a very high risk of
anoutbreak of infectious diseases.

Two of the pre-existing Rohingya
settlements in Kutupalong and Balukhali

min

Besides, government facilities have
treated 2,364 Rohingyas for serious
injuries, 7,969 for respiratory infections,
2,335 for skin diseases and 3,520 for
diarthoea.

‘Thegovernmentissettingup 12 health
centres at the Rohingya camps. 20 doc-
tors, 12 nurses and other health person-
nel atthe centres.

in Ukhia have effectively merged into one
densely populated of
nearly 500,000 refugees, making it one

Nasim said more than 40 private and

of the largest refugee in

theworld, the statement said
Makeshift side of roads

are directly
and indirectly involved in the services that

militant group from its site,
it a “dangerous organisation” as infor-
mation on the deepening crisis is mud-
died by claims, counter-claims and hate
speech on social media.

‘Thessocial network is a key tool in the
information war taking place over
violence in Myanmar's Rakhine state.

Rohingya activists have used the
platform to post alleged scenes of bru-
tality from the conflict zone, where
humanitarian and media access is
severely restricted, while the army and
government deliver near-daily updates
on the crisis.

A Facebook spokeswoman told AFP

and Russiato protection.
China, which has dose economic

demnation and raised questions about
the commitment of government leader
Aung San Suu Kyi to human rights, and
prospects for Myanmar's political and
economic transition.

Meanwhile, Iran's President Hassan
Rouhani told a news conference in New
York on Wednesday that “the govern-
ment [Myanmar| should be pressured
toend this ethnic cleansing.”

In her speech to the UN General
Assembly the same day, British Prime
Minister Theresa May urged the
Myanmar authorities to end the violence
and allow full humanitarian aid access.

Britain sent back five Myanmar army
officers from a training session this
week, "on account of the current situa-
tion in Rakhine", Myanmar's army said
on Facebooklate on

and di ic ties with Myanmar and
isacompetitor to the US forinfluence in
the strategically important country, has
called for understanding of the govern-
ment's efforts to protect stability.

US officials, for their part, have said
that any return to sanctions imposed
when Myanmar was under military rule
isunlikely.
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS DEEPENS
An attack on an aid shipment in
Rakhine state and a deadly Red Cross
truck crash in Bangladesh yesterday
hampered desperately needed relief
efforts for Rohingya refugees fleeing
persecution.

Tens of thousands of Rohingyas are
feared trapped in hard-hit areas of
Rakhine state, while humanitarian
agencies in Bangladesh are strained by

The move comes amid a mounting
diplomatic spat between the two coun-
tries, with Britain saying on Wednesday
it had suspended all educational train-
ing courses for the Myanmar military
over concerns of rights abuses in
Rakhine state.

Meanwhile, UK All Party
Parliamentary Groups Chair Anne
Main, who is visiting Bangladesh, yes-
terday said Myanmar was committing
“ethnic cleansing” in Rakhine, reports
ourstaffcorrespondem

“I have no doubt that d'us is e!hmr
cleansing,” she told j

An International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) ship carrying 50
tonnes of aid was halted by a 300-strong
Buddhist mob in the state capital Sittwe
onWednesday night.

The group forced the ICRC to unload
the aid from the boat and prevented the
vessel from leaving state-backed Global
New Light of Myanmar newspaper
reported yesterday, quoting Myanmar's
Information Committee.

The crowd hurled "stones and
Molotov (cocktails)" at riot police on
the scene, injuring several officers
b d stored

guesthouse Padmain the capital.
The ruling Conservative Party law-

The ICRC confirmed the incident
and said its staff were not injured, vow-

late on it was not requested
by the government to bar the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA),
which remains active on Twitter.

The spokeswoman added that the
move was in line with its policy of pro-
hibitingviolent groups fromiits site.
FEAR AMONG BANGLADESHI
BUDDHISTS
Bangladesh’s small Buddhist commu-
nity fears the crisis could spark a violent
backlash from their Muslim neigh-
bours.

This fear is particularly acute in the
southern district of Cox's Bazar near the
border with Myanmar, where many
people have close links with the
Rohingya and share linguistic and
cultural roots.

But the area is also home to asizeable
Buddhist minority that has suffered
hateattacksin the past.

Authorities in Cox's Bazar have
deployed 550 extra police members in
Buddhist areas to prevent a repeat of
religious unrest in 2012, when Muslim
mobs attacked temples and Buddhist
homes.

Buddhist monk Proggananda
Bhikkhu vividly remembers the night a
Muslim mob torched a 300-year-old
temple he looksafter.

Bhikkhu said the monks had not
received any direct threats, but he had
seensome on theinternet.

"People on social media are trying to
portray this as a religious conflict. But
like the Muslims, we are citizens of
Bangladesh, and we condemn these
actions [in Myanmar]," he said.

and in the hilly terains do not have
sanitation and little potable water is
available there. People are drinking
water collected from paddy field pud-
dles or hand-dug shallow wells often
contaminated with excreta

While the prices of food are skyrocket-
ing, many Roingyas are only eating one
meal of plain rice a day, the statement
said.

The statement also quoted MSF
Emergency Coordinator Robert Onus,
“Thesituation in the campsis so incredi-
bly fragile, especially with regard to
shelter, food and water and sanita-
tion, that one small event could lead
toan outbreak that may be the tipping
point between a crisis and a catastro-

he."

MSF called for massive scale-up of
humanitarian aid, a comprehensive
vaccination campaign for measles and
cholerato reducetherisk ofan outbreak.

It will protect the Rohingya and
Bangladeshi peoplein thearea.

Health Minister Mohammed Nasim
said a total of 52,605 Rohingya children

inc ily planning.

Nasim urged the international com-
munity to put pressure on Myanmar to
take back theircitizens from Bangladesh.

Two additional hours of medicare on
September 28

‘The health minister said government
hospitals will provide two additional
hours of service on September 28, the
birthday of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

“We decided to provide medi all

Take back
Rohingyas

Bernicat to Myanmar
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia
Bernicat has called on Myanmar to
immediately end the violence in
Rakhine state, restore peace and stabil-
ity there and take back the Rohingyas.

She said the US welcomes Aung San
Suu Kyi's announcement to take back
those who fled to Bangladesh. “We
encourage the government to act
quickly on this commitment while
ensuring the safety and wellbeing of
returnees,” she added.

Mentioning the recommendations
made by former UN secretary general
Kofi Annan-led advisory commission,
she said the US feels those should be
followed and those lay out a good
roadmap for a lasting solution to the
complex problem.

“Fortunately a road map already
exist, the advisory report by the Annan
commission which Aung San Suu Kyi
says she was ready to implement
alreadly exists ... so there is a blueprint
already available, in fact all of these
occurred just after the report was
released ...

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Nine killed
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Naikkhangchhari Upazila Health
Complex, said Salman Karim Khan,
a doctor at the upazila health com-
plex.

All the victims hail
Naikkhangchhari sadar area,
AKM Jahangir.

He said they were supposed to
distribute two food packs, weighing
50kg, to each Rohingya family.

One of their trucks was able to
cross a patch of battered road near
Chakdhala BGB camp area but the
second truck flipped over.

The two trucks were heading
towards Amtoli area from where the
labourers were supposed to carry the
packs to a remote camp, he added.
The packs had rice, chickpeas, sugar,
oil, lentil, and suji.

About 7,500 Rohingya refugees
had been staying in Boro Shonkhola
of Naikkhangchhari upazila for 20
days, said Deputy Commissioner
Dilip Banik of Bandarban.

More than 420,000 Rohingya
have fled Myanmar's northern
Rakhine state and have taken
shelter in in less than a

from
said

government hospitals from 8:00 AM to
4.00PM, instead of 8.00 AM to 2.PM.”
RELIEF MATERIALS COMING IN
King Salman Centre for Relief and
Humanitarian Aid of Saudi Arabia has
provided 100 tonnes of core relief items
includingfood and materials for shelter.
1OM has chartered a Boeing 747 to
bring the aid to Bangladesh today, said a
press release.

Iran dispatched 29 tonnes of relief
materials including tents, blankets and
medicine. On September 15, Iran sent 41
tonsof relief.

month.

Meanwhile, management, staff
and volunteers of the Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society, management
of the ICRC and IFRC expressed
deep shock and condolences over
the death of the workers in
Bandarban.

Hafiz Ahmed Mazumdar, chair-
man of the Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society, and all members of the
Managing Board of Bangladesh Red
Crescent Society, IFRC and ICRC
representatives expressed sincere
sympathy to the bereaved families.

Rohingyas missing in his call
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The United Nations has said the
military response to the insurgent
attacks is ethnic cleansing aimed at
pushing the Rohingya community out
of Buddhist-majority Myanmar.

Myanmar denies that, saying its
forces are waging a legitimate cam-
paign against Muslim terrorists who
have been attacking and torching
villages of Buddhists and other non-
Muslims, some 30,000 of whom were
internally displaced.

Min Aung Hlaing did not men-
tion the accusation of ethnic cleans-
ing in his speech to business people,
officials and some of the displaced, in
Sittwe, the state capital.

"Regarding the rehabilitation of
villages of our national races, for the
national races who fled their homes,
first of all they must go back to their
places,” he said.

"National races’ is a Myanmar
term referring to members of offi-
cially recognised indigenous ethnic
groups who make up the diverse
nation.

The Rohingya are not recognised
as a "national race”, and are instead

thatis their rightful place.”

Min Aung Hlaing did not refer to
the return of Muslims to their vil-
lages in the north of the state, almost
half of which have been abandoned
and torched.

The crisis has drawn international
and calls from the

-

seen as illegal i and denied
citizenship.

Animosity between Buddhists in
Rakhine State and the Rohingya goes
back generations, but has seethed in
recent years, fuelled in part by a surge
of Buddhist nationalism since nearly
five decades of strict military rule came
toanend.

"The important thing is to have
our people in the region. It's neces-
sary to have control of our region with
our national races,” Min Aung Hlaing
said.

"We can't do anything if there are
no people from our national races ...

United Nations and US President
Donald Trump for the military to stop
the violence and support diplomatic
efforts for a long-term solution for the
Rohingya.

Myanmar leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, in her first address to the nation
on the crisis on Tuesday, said
Myanmar was ready to start a verifica-
tion process to take back refugees,
under a 1993 arrangement with
Bangladesh.

“Refugees from this country will
be accepted without any problem,"
shesaid.

Water: Garments’ invisible price
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apparel world, especially in the cheap
and medium categories, the target
looks achievable.

OVERUSE OF GROUNDWATER

But the success comes at a huge envi-
ronmental cost. We don't even know
aboutit.

Every year, 1,500 billion litres of
water is used to dye and wash the cot-
ton and clothes for the garment indus-
try, according to a study of the
International Finance Corporation
(IFC). This is enough to fill up 600,000
Olympic swimming pools.

Or you may think it this way. This
same water can meet the demand of 8
lakh people fora whole year.

For the average jeans you wear that
weighs 1kg, it takes 250 litres of water
towash.

And all this has to be sweet water, a
precious commodity, pumped out
froim underaround.

The Water Supply and Sewerage
Authority charges a piffling Tk 0.0326
fora litre of water. Even at this rate, the
current market price of 1,500 billion
litres of groundwater is $611 million.
OUTCOME

Two things happen when such a huge
quantity of water is pumped out. First,
we create a hollow underground. As
the hollow grows, it creates chances for
theearth to cavein.

And secondly, as more and more
water is pumped out, the water table
goes down.

We can find this actually happen-
ing in Dhaka where every year the
water level is dropping by 2.5 per-
cent. This means we have to dig
deeper and deeper to pump the same
water out.

The water table is not infinite. One
day, it will go dry if not recharged. We
will not have any more water to pump
out. Areal disaster will take place.

THE POLLUTION POINT

The garment industries pump out this
water and dump it into rivers and
canals after use. By this time, the water
becomes highly polluted with toxic
chemicals and dyes. Only a handful of
factories have effluent treatment
plants. Most of them simply drain out
untreated toxins.

The dyeing and finishing plants are
the major pollutants of our water. The
Turag that flows by Tongi is almost
dead with pollution. Its water looks
ink black and gives out such a foul
smell that one can literally feel their
lungs tingling with each breath.

Bangladesh has some 789 dyeing
and finishing factories to serve some
4,000 garment factories, according to
the IFC. They are the major consumers
of underground water and also con-
tributor to pollution.

The IFC looked closely at Konabari
diea in Casipur: whidt hotses 33

washing, dyeing and finishing units.
They consume about 13 billion litres
of fresh waterayear.

This implies that the textile factories
are also the largest contributors of the
cluster's water scarcity as well as pollu-
tion challenges.

'MORE WATER, MORE POLLUTION
As the inefficient plants draw more
water to treat the same quantity of
fabrics, they use more chemicals to do
the job. More chemicals mean more
pollution.

1f they could cut their water require-
ment by a fourth, which is very much
possible with available technology,
they could have substantially cut use of
chemicals and thereby pollution too.

Also, more water needs more gas to
heat for the dyeing and finishing of
fabrics. Gas is a scarce commodity.
Bangladesh is already running short of
8as. The inefficient plants are just

AWAY OUT

It does not need to use all that water to

wash every kg of apparel. As we said

earlier Bangladesh uses 250 litres of
tandard is 60 to

Cleaner Textile to reduce water, energy
and chemical use in the textile indus-
try. It has partnered with 200 textile
factories to help them implement
cleaner: i

ter
Tolitresfora single pair of jeans weighing
1kg. That is four times less than what we
use. Experts say this use of water can be
furtherreduced to 13 5 litres.

Every year, around 21.6 million
cubic metres of water were saved by the
intervention of Partnership for Cleaner
Textile (PaCT) programme of the IFC,
which worked with 200 factories.

Nishat Shahid Chowdhury,
programme manger at PaCT, said these
200 factories could save $16 million a
‘yearjust by reducing water consumption.
SOME FACTORIES ARE WAKING UP
In Bangladesh, work is underway. A
few factories are changing their opera-
tions to be more water efficient.

The IFC has introduced a
programme styled Partnership for

Fakir Apparels Limited of
Narayanganj is one of them to adopt
clean operation.

Before this, it used 24.96 crore litres
of water to wash and dye 1,200 tonnes
of fabric a month. But after changing
technology, it has reduced water use to
6.96 crore litres. This is a saving of 70
percent of water.

Fakir Apparels recovered its invest-
mentof $2.65 lakh only in six months.

Mondol Fabrics of Gazipur has
been able to save 27 percent of water by
using new technologies. It needed 120
litres of water to process one kg of
fabric. Now it needs 80 litres only. It is
working to cut down water use further
by putting in more technologies.

[Research by Zaid Kalam]



