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for only 14 percent of total hospital
expenditure.”

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN
CURE!

It is an old saying that prevention is
better than cure. But this is just the
opposite for the health care expendi-
ture. According to the report, one-
fourth of the country’s healthcare
expenditures are meant for curative
purposes while some 11 percent spent
on prevention.

According to the BNHA report,
expenditure on medicines and cura-
tive purposes accounts for 71.9 per-
cent of the total healthcare expendi-
ture.

The report said, “Di ion of

Rice price shows
RICE IMPORT DEALS IN FOUR MONTHS

MONTH VOLUME PRICE WHITE/PARBOILED |  G2G/INT'LTENDER
June 50,000 MT $406.48 White Tender
June 50,000 MT $427.85 Parboiled Tender
June 200,000 MT 5430 White G2G (Vietnam)
June 50,000 MT S470 Parboiled G2G (Vietnam)

August 50,000 MT $419.51 Parboiled Tender

August 50,000 MT 41111 Parboiled Tender

August 250,000 MT $453 White 626 (Cambodia)

August 50,000 MT $407.89 Parboiled Tender
Sept 100,000 M1 442 White 626 (Myanmar)
Sept 50,000 MT 5438 Parboiled Tender

expenditures by function shows that
retail drugs and medical goods and
services of curative care account for
major share of THE [total health
expenditure].”

In 2015, total spending by the
government on curative care was Tk
30 billion while it was Tk 84 billion
by the private sector.

Ashadul Islam said there was a
“serious cultural and behavioral
deficit over the concept of health
issue.

“We consider the health issue only
when we feel bad or become ill. The
prevention issue is seriously ignored
in human behavior. So focus should
be on this point seriously,” he said.

DHAKA GETS THE LION SHARE

According to the report, 46 percent
of the total health expenditure of the
country is spent for Dhaka.

It was 16 percent for Chittagong,
11 percent for Rajshahi and 12 per-
cent for Khulna.

In 2015, health expenditure in
Dhaka division was Tk 207 billion
while it was Tk 45 billion for
Chittagong. Dhaka's share was 39
percent of the total expenditure in
2007 while it was 31 percent in 1997.

Mexico quake
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volunteers wrestled with the wreckage
through the night trying to extract a
teacher and two students found alive
beneath the rubble.

President Enrique Pena Nieto, who
rushed to the site, warned that the
death toll could rise.

Suspicion was already mounting of
shoddy building standards at the school.

e three-storey building "ought to
have had in-built earthquake resilience,"
said geoscience professor David Rothery
of the Open University in Britain.

"Had it been properly constructed it
should not have collapsed, and I expect
questions will be asked about whether
the appropriate building codes were
adhered to."

Parks and plazas in the center of
Mexico City were meanwhile flooded
with people unable or afraid to return
home for the night after the quake
caused their walls to sway and crack.

At Parque Mexico, in the swank
neighborhood of Condesa, nervous
evacuees set up an impromptu kitchen
to serve meals for rescue workers.

The destruction revived haunting
memories in Mexico on the anniversary
of another massive quake in 1985 that
killed more than 10,000 people, the
disaster-prone country's deadliest ever.

Tuesday's quake struck just two hours
after Mexico held a national earthquake
drill, as it does every September 19 to
remember the 1985 event.

Adding to the national sense of
vulnerability, the earthquake struck just
12 days after another quake that killed
nearly 100 people in southern Mexico.

Experts said the two quakes did not
appear to be related, as their epicenters
were far apart.

Mexico sits atop five tectonic plates,
making it particularly vulnerable to
earthquakes.

‘The death toll as of early Wednesday
was 217, the head of the national
disaster response agency, Luis Felipe
Puente, wrote on Twitter.

There were 86 dead in Mexico City,
71 in Morelos, 43 in Puebla, 12 in
Mexico state, four in Guerrero and one
in Oaxaca, he said.

Rescue workers reported that fami-
lies were getting WhatsApp messages
pleading for help from desperate rela-
tives trapped under debris.

Patients were evacuated from the
capital's hospitals, wheeled out on
beds and wheelchairs.

Mexico City's international airport
closed for more than three hours fol-
lowing the quake. The stock market
was forced to shut, but was set to
reopen yesterday.

In Puebla, a picturesque colonial
city near the quake's epicenter, several
churches were damaged and one col-
lapsed, killing 11 people, officials said.

Pope Francis said he was praying for
Mexico.

"In this moment of pain, I want to
express my closeness and prayer for all
the beloved people of Mexico," he said
during his audience on Saint Peter's
Square in the Vatican.

Even US President Donald Trump,
who has forged an antagonistic rela-
tionship with Mexico, tweeted his
sympathies.

"God bless the people of Mexico
Sity. We are with you and will be there
for you," Trump wrote.

And German Chancellor Angela
Merkel's spokesman tweeted her con-
dolences.
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Market sources attributed the price fall
1o release of rice by many of the millers
from their godown stocks.

Importers at Benapole land port told
The Daily Star that once the circular
allowing use of poly-bags instead of
jute sacks for rice packing reaches there,
the prices would fall further.

Bangladesh Rice Millers' Association
President Abdur Rashid said consumers
at the retail level would get price fall
benefits in three to four days.

A visiting Myanmar official delega-
tion on Monday agreed to provide
Bangladesh with just one lakh tonnes
of white (Atap) rice at $442 a tonne but
didn't budge from their asking price of
$485 per tonne for parboiled rice.

Amid a spiraling of rice prices in
domestic markets, the government
struck deals, both through tenders and
government-to-government  arrange-
ments (G2G), to import as much as 9
lakh tonnes of the staple, two-third of
which is white rice.

While allocating this white rice for
an extended Open Market Sale (OMS)
operation, the government found that
the sale of subsidised food grains drew
little response from people here who
prefer parboiled rice over white one.

Food Secretary Kaikobad Hossain
told reporters in Dhaka that of the total
expected import volume, two lakh
tonnes had so far reached public food
granaries while another 1.5 lakh tonnes
were expected to reach land ports soon.

Some 5.5 lakh tonne more rice
would be brought in by November,
Kaikobad added.

The government had decided to
import as much as 20 lakh tonnes of
food grains (15 lakh tonnes of rice and
5 lakh tonnes of wheat) in the ongoing
fiscal year following crop loss in excess
of 20 lakh tonnes due to haor
flashfloods and rice blasts.

Though it succeeded striking G2G
deals with Vietnam, Cambodia and
Myanmar for importing rice, most of it

was white rice. Government efforts to
sign deals with India and Thailand for
import of parboiled rice did not yield
results as both the countries asked for
exorbitant prices -- over $500 per tonne.
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suffered in some form of modern
slavery, lasting from days to years, the
report estimated.

“Forced labourers produced some of
the food we eat and the clothes we
wear, and they have cleaned the build-
ings in which many of us live or work,"
the groups said in the report, stressing
the crime was prevalent in all nations.

The findings mark the first time
the groups collaborated on an inter-
national estimate and prompted calls
for stronger labour rights, improved
governance of migrants, action to
address root causes of debt bondage
and better victim identification.
IMPUNITY
“Having a global number shows the
prevalence of the issue of modern
slavery. It shows there is impunity
around the world where people are
being traded by organized criminals,
who are being let down by systems,”
said Kevin Hyland, Britain's

1

Asked why the went for
relatively pricey imports through G2G
arrangement while rice is available at
cheaper rates through open tenders, the
food secretary yesterday told reporters
that there was no quality concern in case
of G2G rice, while private parties on
winning bids sometimes tended to
compromise the quality.

Besides, the government-to-
government deals guarantee quicker
shipment, he added.

‘OMS & FOOD FRIENDLY
PROGRAMME

A day after the food minister's
announcement that the OMS
programme would be extended from
district to upazila level, the subsidised
food grains sale programme could not
be launched in most upazilas yesterday.

In most of the areas, dealers selected
by the food department for OMS
programme were busy depositing
money in banks and collecting the rice
allocated from the government silos in
their respective districts.

Our correspondents from Rajshahi,
Dinajpur, Natore sent dispatches that
dealers would begin the OMS opera-
tion today.

Inanother development, the govern-
ment postponed distribution of rice at
Tk 10 a kg among 50 lakh ultra poor
across the country due to insufficient
rice stockin public grannaries.

Food officials said the priority was to
operate OMS programme on a wider
scale now over Food Friendly
Programme. Together these two
programmes would require more than
6 lakh tonnes of rice but the govern-
ment's food reserve currently has only
3.4lakh tonnes of rice.

RMG shine
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imilar to its rating in 2015,” it said,
mentioning that the CPOs were asked
which countries they expected to be the
top three sourcing hotspots over the
next five years.

In the survey titled “The apparel
sourcing caravan's next stop:
Digitisation”, 49 percent CPOs said
Bangladesh is still their first choice as
sourcing destination while 43 percent
opted for Ethiopia, 37 percent for
Myanmar, 35 percent for Vietnam and
22 percent for India.

Being the second largest apparel
exporter worldwide after China,
Bangladesh exported garment items
worth $28.14 billion in the last fiscal
year, registering 0.20 percent year-on-
year growth.

However, with higher demand from
retailers and brands, garment export
rebounded again and grew at 14.05
percent year-on-year to $5.52 billion in
the first two months (July-August) of
the current fiscal year.

“Of course, I believe Bangladesh will
be the top choice of global retailers and
brands as the garment sector improved
workplace safety and other
compliances after fixing the structural,
electrical and fire loopholes,” said
Atiqul Islam, former president of
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA).

For a higher export growth, the
government should improve the infra-
structure and make sure that the
Chittagong port and the Dhaka airport
are run smoothly, he added.

Echoing his view, Distinguished
Fellow of the Centre for Policy
Dialogue Mustafizur Rahman said
Bangladesh has more potential but it
should ensure shorter lead time, high
standard of compliance, higher pro-
ductivity and capacity at factory level
and competitive prices for remaining
the top choice of retailers and brands.

Bangladesh must keep any eye on its
emerging competitors like Ethiopia
and Myanmar since they are also com-
ing up with big growth potentials,
Mustafizur said.

In this year's ranking of apparel
sourcing choices, Ethiopia climbed to
the second position from seventh in
2015 while Myanmar rose to the third
from the fourth spot.

Ethiopia, which exports garment
items worth less than $1 billion a year,
is not a major competitor now. But it
could pose a big challenge for
Bangladesh in the future as it is receiv-
ingalot of foreign direct investment for
producing low-cost basic garment
items, Mustafizursaid.

The other emerging countries such
as Myanmar, Vietnam and India would

to stay

remain major competitors for
Bangladesh, he added.

The survey mentions that cost of raw
materials and chemicals, currency
exchange rates, labour costs, change in
trade agreements, compliance costs,
shift in purchasing power, and trans-
port and financing costs would be the
highest impacting factors for garment
business.

Both big and small players see
Ethiopia as a hotspot, while firms that
buy garment items worth over $1 bil-
lion rank Ethiopia as the most attrac-
tive country for future sourcing oppor-
tunities.

On the other hand, sourcing execu-
tives have shared their plans to reduce
sourcing from China, noted the survey.

China appears to have passed its
zenith as a low-cost sourcing country,
due both to increased local demand
and a reduction in size of the available
workforce. However, it would remain
indispensable because of its bigger
volume of export value, the survey
mentions.

According to the World Trade
Organisation, China remains by far the
biggest garment exporter with its export
valued at $177 billion in 2016 -- com-
pared to $28 billion for Bangladesh and
$25 billion for Vietnam, the second and
third largest exporters.

But China's apparel export has
declined from $207 billion in 2014,
and it is now lower than that in 2012,
the survey pointed out.

By contrast, Bangladesh and
Vietnam experienced rapid growth
during this period: Vietnam's apparel
exports nearly doubled in value
between 2012 and 2016.

“Bangladesh, despite its issues, also
remains highly rated. It was named as
the number one sourcing hotspot by
small and medium-sized players, even
though it lost ground in the eyes of
large players,” it said.

Among Europe-based sourcing
executives, 39 percent said they
planned to increase their sourcing from
Eastern Europe, and nearly a third
wanted to raise sourcing from Turkey.

An equal number planned to keep
their Turkish sourcing stable while 23
percent planned to reduce it.

The overall interest in other
European countries and North Africa is
lower, with only one-fifth of respon-
dents planning to increase their sour-
cing from those markets, according to
the survey.

Among US-based sourcing execu-
tives, almost half the respondents
planned to increase their share of
sourcing from Central America where
countries are gearing up to satisfy this
demand.

Commissioner.

"We need to see this translated
into action that develops a response
about how we safeguard people, how
we protect them in a far more sophis-
ticated way than what we have done."

Previously the anti-slavery groups
had used different data, definitions and
methodologies to reach separate global
estimates, said Kevin Bales, professor of
contemporary slavery at Britain's
University of Nottingham and a mem-
ber of Walk Free's statistical team.

Trump urges
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last month and has forced 422,000
Rohingya Muslims into Bangladesh,
fleeing a military offensive the United
Nations has branded ethnic cleansing.

Pence called the violence and the
“historic exodus” of Rohingya,
including tens of thousand of chil-
dren, a "great tragedy."

The violence began on August 25
when Rohingya insurgents attacked
about 30 police posts and an army
camp, killing about 12 people.

Unless the violence was stopped, it
would only become worse and "con-
sume the region for generations to
come and threaten the peace of us
all,” the vice president said.

"The images of the violence and its
victims have shocked the American
people and decent people all over the
world," he said.

UK trade union
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plight of Rohingya Muslims on
Tuesday after Myanmar blocked a
resolution authored by Indonesia,
reports Philippine-based online news
portal Rappler.

“Indonesia expressed concern over
the humanitarian crisis in the region
and urged all parties to respect the rule
of law, exercise maximum self-restraint
and stop the ongoing violence against
the Rohingya in Rakhine State,” said a
joint communique issued at the end of
the 38th ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) in Manila signed by
representatives of the 10 ASEAN
nations.

Based on the ASEAN spirit of soli-
darity and unity, Indonesia supports
the effort of Myanmar to restore peace
and stability and provide security and
assistance to all those in need irrespec-
tive of ethnicity, race, religion and
belief, the statement said.

However, the Rohingya crisis as
not discussed as Myanmar objected
to the proposal, Deputy Speaker
Ferdinand Hernandez, chairman of
the AIPA joint communiqué commit-
tee, said in a press conference.

“There was a resolution introduced

on the rules of AIPA, every decision to
be made must have consensus, and
there was an objection on the part of
Myanmar,” said Hernandez.

Schoolgirl
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police official added.

On Tuesday afternoon, when
Ayesha was returning home from
school, Sohel along with some asso-
ciates intercepted her on Matherhat
bridge and asked her to develop an
affair with him. Refused, Sohel
assaulted her and also threatened to
Kidnap her.

Hearing her screams, locals came
to rescue Ayesha, but the "stalker"
and his associates fled.

Following this, Ayesha took a
bottle of oil meant for dyeing hair
around 8:00pm and died on the way
to Sadullapur Upazila Health
Complex. The ol contained poison-
ous substance, said Farhad Emrul
Kayes, officer-in-charge of Sadullapur
Police Station.

A case was filed against six people,
including Sohel, with the police
station.

Police arrested Sohel's three associ-
ates -- Ashraful Islam, Majed and
Farid. But main suspect Sohel was on
the run.

Locals demanded immediate arrest
of the "stalker" and all of his associ-
ates and sought exemplary punish-
ment for them.

Police were trying to arrest Sohel,
OC Farhad said.

Nobel laureate
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was holding his grandchild,
witness.

Ko Ni was also a prominent human
rights campaigner and legal adviser to
Aung San Suu Kyi. But he needs to be
remembered for many more reasons.

The man was credited with finding
the legal and constitutional loopholes
that allowed the formation of the State
Counsellor's role and enabled Suu Kyi
to become the de facto head of govern-
ment last year.

Born near Katha in Saigang Division
in 1953, Ko Ni was the son of a Muslim
man and a Burmese woman. In the
early 1900s, his father came to Burma
from India through his work with the
British-Indian army.

Now Myanmar, Burma back then
was considered part of the British-
Indian colonial empire. His mother
was a Buddhist, and daughter of a
Muslim man and a Buddhist woman.

Being a son of an immigrant and a
Muslim is not a very good combina-
tion in Myanmar.

Although well respected in  the
political circle, he was not nominated
as a candidate for the 2015 general
elections. The NLD did not pick any
Muslim candidates, apparently to
please the increasingly vocal national-
istgroups.

Ko Ni was often the target of nation-
alists because of his religion. In
February 2014, radical monks targeted
a public discussion by Ko Ni and three
others, saying Muslims should not be
allowed to speak publicly because they
arenot “nationals”.

"A lot of people hate us because we
have different religious beliefs, so I
think that might be why it happened to
him, but I don't know the reason," his
daughter, Yin Nwe Khine, once said.

But the purpose of this piece is not
to examine the possible motive behind
the Killing of a revered lawyer or the
life's journey of an influential politi-
cian who is from the minority commu-
nity in the Buddhist-majority
Myanmar. It does not aim to advocate
the rights of Muslims or immigrants
either.

This is actually about something
else-- a forgotten sub-plot.

As the killer of Ko Ni tried to run

said a

away, he shot dead a taxi driver, U Ne
‘Win, who had tried to stop him. Other
taxi drivers detained the gunman until
police arrived and arrested him.

U Ne was an ordinary Burmese who
didn't need to know whether the vic-
tim was a Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist or
atheist and what was the colour of his
skin, eyes or hair.

He acted against a crime, the killing
of a 65-year-old who was holding his
grandchild, though he could have very
wellignored itand saved own life.

This simple man did what the
Nobel Peace prize winner Suu Kyi and
her government should be doing right
now. She needs to go after the killers
and stop the killing of innocents -- it
doesn't matter if the victims are
Rohingya, Kachin or Bamar.

Daw Suu, as she is known, did not
even visit the trouble-torn areas or
speak out in defence of the minorities
being persecuted in Rakhine State and
fleeing to Bangladesh.

“She has not made the kind of
public gestures in support of Muslims
made by her hero Mahatma Gandhi
and his colleague Jawaharlal Nehru
during the violence of India's parti-
tion,” writes BBC's Fergal Keane.

“Gandhi paid with his life and the
leaders did not succeed in ending the
slaughter. But both men laid down a
marker about the values of the India
they wished to see emerge from parti-
tion.”

Itis argued that Suu Kyi can do little
about the Rakhine crisis and she has to
deal carefully around a military that
still looms large in the fragile democ-
racy. In other words, whatever powers
she has, are notenough to yield results.

Gandhi has ananswer to this.

“It's the action, not the fruit of the
action, that's important,” argued the
Mahatma. “You have to do the right
thing. It may not be in your power, may
notbe in your time, that there'll be any
fruit. But that doesn't mean you stop
doing the right thing. You may never
know what results come from your
action. But if you do nothing, there
willbe no result.”

Maybeit's already late. Butifanyone
wants to take lessons from history or
heroic acts of great men, it's never too
late.

Int'l people'
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another was thrown to the ground and
is now brain damaged,” she added.

The women also reported seeing at
least 70 women and girls being raped,
taken away to be raped or were found
after being raped.

"They told me that most rapes took
place when the women were forcibly
gathered outside their villages during
security operations.

In Yae Khat Chaung Gwa Son vil-
lage, groups of soldiers pulled young
women away to be raped. Some were
just 10 or 12 year olds,” she said

In her presentation, she said the
women could see the girls being raped
by over 30 soldiers and men in civilian
shorts.

"They were gang raped. Each girl
was raped by five to six men in turn.
They cut off their clothes and held a
knife to their mouths so they would
not shout," Razia said, recalling her
interview.

The women were then forced to
deny these violations by the Myanmar
police and soldiers in front of the
camera.

"They were rounded up in a field at
a police station and guns were pointed
at them. They were asked, “Who
burned your houses? Was it RSO
(Rohingya Solidarity Organisation)?
Did RSO kill your parents and chil-
dren?”

Afraid they would be shot if they
said no, the women had to say it was
the RSO who burned their homes and
committed thekilling,” she said.

According to Razia, in January, an
interim report of the National
Investigation Committee into the
Maungdaw Attacks, led by the vice
president and former army general,
Myint Swe, found “insufficient evi-
dence” of rape allegations.

"In February, the United Nations in
its Special Rapporteur after a visit to
the Bangladesh border found “allega-
tion after allegation of horrific events”
having taken place in the Rakhine
state.

"However on March 10, the
National League for Democracy-led
government spokesperson in response
said that the United Nations' claims of
crimes against humanity in Rakhine
are exaggerated,” she added.
i Razia also

s tribunal

The judges at the tribunal are
Nursyahbani Katjasungkana, Shadi
Sadr, Gill H. Boehringer, Daniel
Feierstein, Helen Jarvis, Nello Rossi
and Zulaiha Ismail.

The findings from the tribunal will
be delivered to international bodies,
especially the United Nations, for
further action to be taken against
Myanmar and with the aim of ending
the violence at the same time.

Euro-English
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The Europeans might also decide to
adopt American spellings, Dr Modiano
said, which would add about 443
million to the total population using
thatsystem.

Euro-English has already developed
its own new definitions for some words
based on the “Eurospeak” deployed in
Brussels.

For example, “eventual” is now used
as “a synonym for possible or possi-
bly”, Dr Modiano wrote in the journal
World Englishes.

“Subsidiarity” has come to mean
“the principle that legal decrees should
be enacted as close to people as possi-
ble”; “Berlaymont” means “bureau-
cracy”, “conditionality” means “condi-
tions”; and “semester” is “used to mean
sixmonths”.

“The use of eventual as a synonym for
possible or possibly is actually showing
signs of being accepted and may, in the
near future, be considered a feature of
Euro-English,” DrModiano said.

Six killed
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Kamruzzaman, assistant electrical
engineer of the factory, said he and one
of his friends managed to go to the
rooftop amid dark smoke and later
climbed down the sewerage pipe of the
building.

The factory, which has over 400
workers, saw less casualty as it was a
holiday for them yesterday.

Five to six others, including two
welding workers, who were working on
the ground floor, managed to come out
of the building, said some factory
workers.

Asix-member committee, headed by

diti i AKM

called on the international commu-
nity to use every means, including
diplomatic and economic sanctions,
to pressure the Myanmar government.

“We have to make sure to hold their
security forces accountable for the
recent atrocities in Maungdaw. We
must also end the systematic persecu-
tion of the Rohingya,” she said.

The tribunal, taking place today
until Friday, is held to hear crimes
against humanity that were carried out
by the government forces in Myanmar
on the Rohingya and other minority
ethnicgroups.

| District M

Shawkat Alam Majumder, was formed
to investigate the incident. The com-
mittee has been asked to submit the
report within seven working days.

Abdullah Al Mamun, assistant direc-
torof the department of environment in
Munshiganj, said the factory did not
renew its environment clearance certif-
icate. “We issued several notices in this
regard, but they did not comply.”

Saila Farzana, deputy commissioner
of Munshigani, visited the spot.

The district administration
announced giving Tk 25,000 to each of
thevictims' families.




