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Afghan leader at UN
urges Pak talks

AFP, United Nations

Afghan President Ashraf
hani yesterday appealed to
Pakistan to work together to
curb extremists, seeing an
opportunity as the United
States sends in more troops.
"I call upon Pakistan to
engage with us on a compre-
hensive state to state dia-
logue on peace, security and
regional cooperation leading
to prosperity,” he said.

Obama to earn from
Wall Street speech

AFP, New Yorl

Barack Obama has begun
cashing in on his time in
the White House with paid
Wall Street speeches less
than a year after leaving
office, a practice which drew
stinging rebukes for Hillary
Clinton during last year's
presidential campaign.
Obama will appear Monday
before a who's who of the
US health care industry at a
conference to be held next
week by the New York trad-
ing firm Cantor Fitzgerald.
According to a person
briefed on Obama's
planned appearance, he will
be paid about $400,000.

3 more arrested over

London train attack
REUTERS, Newport

British police arrested three
men in south Wales over last
week's bombing of a busy
commuter train in west
London, meaning five peo-
ple are now being ques-
tioned by detectives over the
attack which injured 30
people. The home-made
bomb went off on Friday
during the morning rush
hour on a packed train at
Parsons Green underground
station, engulfing the car-
riage in flames.

Saudi Arabia set to lift

ban on internet calls
REUTERS, Riyadh

Saudi Arabia will remove its
ban on internet phone calls
today, a government spokes-
man said, in a bid to stimu-
late online business as the
kingdom looks to boost
non-oil revenue. All online
voice and video call services
such as Microsoft's Skype
and Facebook's WhatsApp
that satisfy regulatory
requirements will become
accessible at midnight,
officials said yesterday.
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men, soldiers and volunteers desperately remove rubble and debris from a flattened build-
ing in search of survivors after a powerful quake in Mexico City; rescuers work at the site of a collapsed building after night falls in the capital;

and an injured woman is being rescued and taken to safety from a collapsed building. Pictures were taken on Tuesday.
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Trump's UN speech
bags mixed reaction

REUTERS, BBC Online

Donald Trump's first major speech at the United Nations has
been denounced by some of the member nations he singled
out forcriticism and gained praise from some of US allies.

The US president included Iran among "a small group of
rogue regimes", and said the US would "totally destroy"
North Korea if forced to do so.

Iran's foreign minister said: "Trump's ignorant hate
speech belongs in medieval times”, and not the UN.

North Korea has yet to respond to the president's threat
ofdestruction.

‘Washington has repeatedly warned North Korea over its
weapons tests, which violate UN Security Council resolu-
tions. On Tuesday, r Trump criticised North Korea's leader, Kim
Jong-un, saying: *Rocket man is on a suicide mission." *If [the
us] is forced to defend itself or its allies, we will have no
choicebut to totally destroy North Korea," he added.

Reuters news agency said one audience member covered
his face with his hands, and that loud, startled murmurs
filled the hall in response.

Swedish Foreign Minister
Margot Wallstrom, who was
observed crossing her arms,
told the BBC: "It was the
wrong speech, at the wrong
time, to the wrong audience.”

In his speech, he called the
2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and world powers "one
of the worst and most one-
sided transactions the United States has ever entered into”.

Trump also targeted Venezuela, calling its government a
corrupt "socialist dictatorship” - and warned that the US
was prepared to take action against it. Venezuela's Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza rejected what he called "threats".

But Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu backed
Trump during his speech, saying the deal with Iran should
be amended or scrapped altogether, and warned against the
spread of Iranian influence in the Middle East.

South Korea praised the US leader's speech. US ally
Japan, which Pyongyang often threatens to destroy, has
taken a consistently hard line on North Korea, pushing for
increased sanctions and pressure.

"We greatly appreciate President Trump's approach to
changing North Korea's policy stance, denuclearising the
country and calling on the international community,
including China and Russia, for their cooperation toward
strengthening pressure on North Korea," Chief Cabinet
Secretary Yoshihide Suga told reporters.

Trump 'decided' on Iran deal

Rouhani at UN says nuke deal does not belong to 'one or
two' countries; Tillerson, Israel PM urge for amendments

REUTERS, United Nations

US President Donald Trump yesterday
said that he had made his decision on
whether or not the United States will
remain in a 2015 nuclear accord
between Iran and world powers, but he
declined toreveal it.

"I have decided,” Trump told
reporters when asked if he had made
up his mind after having criticized the
accord under which Iran agreed to curb
its nuclear program in return for relief
from economicsanctions.

Meanwhile, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani yesterday defended
the nuclear deal at the United Nations,
saying it was an internationally-
backed accord whose fate could not be
decided by "one or two countries.”

The 2015 deal was "overwhelmingly
applauded by the international commu-
nity and endorsed as part of Resolution
2231" adopted by the Security Council,
Rouhani told the UN General Assembly.

"As such it belongs to the interna-
tional community in its entirety and not
only to one or two countries," hesaid.

In a pugnacious speech on Tuesday
before the UN General Assembly annual

gathering of world leaders, Trump called
theaccord "anembarrassment.”

And his top diplomat Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson said that the Iran
nuclear deal must be changed if the
United States is to remain in it.

Critics of the deal, including Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
worry that, once the main restrictions
on Iran's nuclear program expire in 10
10 15 years, Tehran will be in a position
to quickly develop an atomic weapon,
ifitwishes.

"Change it, or cancel it. Fix it, or nix
it,” Netanyahu said in his UN speech.

Netanyahu vowed to fight an "Ira-
nian curtain” descending on the
Middle East, pledging to prevent
Tehran from ever establishinga perma-

nent foothold in Syria.

Dozens of states sign nuke

weapons

AFP, United Nations

ban treaty at UN

But Guterres acknowledged that much

With the North Korean nucleas

ing large, 51 countries were to sign a new

treaty yesterday outlawing nucl

that has been fiercely opposed by the United
States and other nuclear powers.

The treaty on the prohibitio
weapons was adopted by 122

the United Nations in July following negoti-
ations led by Austria, Brazil, Mexico, South

Africaand New Zealand.
None of the nine countries

nuclear weapons - US, Russia, Britain,

China, France, India, Pakistan,

and Israel -- took part in the negotiations.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
formally opened a signing ceremony at the

United Nations, hailing it as a

the first multilateral disarmament treaty in

more than two decades.

work was needed to rid the world of its
stockpile of 15,000 atomic warheads.

“Today we rightfully celebrate a mile-
stone. Now we must continue along the
hard road towards the elimination of
nucleararsenals," said Guterres.

The treaty will enter into force when 50
countries have ratified it.

The signing ceremony came a day after
President Donald Trump threatened to
"totally destroy North Korea" if the United
States is forced to defend itself or its allies.

Nuclear powers argue their arsenals serve
as a deterrent against a nuclear attack and
say they remain committed to the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The decades-old NPT seeks to prevent the
spread of atomic weapons but also puts the
onus on nuclear states to reduce their stock-
piles.
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Qatar emir at
UN urges

for dialogue

REUTERS, United Nations

Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad al-Thani on
Tuesday renewed a call for
“unconditional dialogue” to
end a crisis pitting Qatar
against four Arab states while
US President Donald Trump
id he expected the dispute
to be resolved quickly.
Speaking from the
podium of the 193-
member United Nations
General Assembly, Sheikh
Tamim renewed the call
"for an unconditional
dialogue based on mutual
respect for sovereignty".
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Egypt and
Bahrain cut diplomatic and
trade links with Qatar on
June 5, suspending air and
shipping routes with the
world's biggest exporter of
liquefied natural gas, which
is home to the region's
biggest US military base.
The nations say Doha
supports regional foe Iran
and Islamists, charges
Qatar's leaders deny.
us President Donald
Trump and Sheikh Tamim
later held a meeting.
Trump, who has said he
would be willing to mediate
the worst dispute in decades
among the US-allied Arab
states and Qatar, said he
had a "very strong feeling”
the dispute would be solved
"pretty quickly".

Turkey threatens

tough sanctions

REUTERS, Habur Border Crossing

Maria makes
landfall in
Puerto Rico
Kills 2 in Caribbean
AFP, San Juan

Hurricane Maria made land-

Turkey's President Tayyip Erdogan threatened to impose
sanctions against Kurdish northern Iraq over a planned
independence vote, piling economic pressure on Kurdish
authorities after Turkish troops deployed near the main
commercial border crossing.

Turkey, home to the largest Kurdish population in the
region, has warned that any breakup of neighbouring Iraq or
Syria could lead to a global conflict, and is due to prepare a
formal response on Friday, three days before the referendum.

Erdogan said the Turkish cabinet and security council
would discuss Ankara's options. They will "put forward
their own stance on what kind of sanctions we can impose,
or if we will," he told reporters in New York, according to
Anadolu news agency.

"But these will not be ordinary,” Erdogan said.

Iraqi Kurdish authorities have defied growing international
pressure to call off the vote, which Iraq's neighbours fear will
fuel unrest among their own Kurdish populations. Western
allies say it could detract from the fight against Islamic State.

A

A Ka-52 Alligator military helicopter fires missiles during the Zapad 2017 war games at a range near the town of

v, Belarus, yesterday. Nato officials say they are moni

ring the "Zapad-2017" war games with "calm and

confidence", but many are unnerved about what they see as Moscow testing its ability to wage war against the

West. Russia says the exercise is rehearsing a purely defensive scenario.
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Rohingyas at mercy of
traffickers: UN agency

tims of trafficking."

Lom said the IOM has sent a counter-trafficking
specialist to the border but warned that effectively-
run camps were needed to reduce the dangers.

"The best way to minimise this risk is to have a
functioning camp management system in the loca-
tions where they are settled, " he said.

"We -- the humanitarian agencies on the ground
—-are currently a long way from being able to pro-
vide this, given the numbers and the speed at
which people have arrived and continue to arrive.”

Rohingyas seeking to escape persecution in
Buddhist-majority Myanmar have been trafficked
or smuggled by road and sea to places like Thailand
and Malaysia in the past.

In 2015, a crackdown by Thai authorities on
human trafficking activities saw migrants from
Myanmar and Bangladesh abandoned at sea by
smugglers. Dozens of bodies of suspected migrants
were discovered in jungle camps along the Thai-
Malaysian border.

KUALA LUMPUR, Reuters

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingyas who have fled
violence in Myanmar are "at the mercy" of human
traffickers, the United Nations migration agency
warned yesterday, saying well-managed refugee
camps were needed to reduce the risk.

Violence in Myanmar's northern Rakhine State
has forced 422,000 Rohingyas to seek refuge in
Bangladesh, where unofficial shelters have sprung
up outside of two government-run camps.

But the International Organization for Migration
(IOM) said the new arrivals -- the majority of them
women and children -- are at risk of human traffick-
ing, as officials and aid workers struggle to cope
with the influx.

"Most have no money, no food, no clean water,
no shelter and don't speak the language,” said
10M's Asia-Pacific spokesman Chris Lom.

"That leaves them potentially at the mercy of
anyone offering help and they may end up as vic-

AFP, Beirut

stronghold.

led coalition

and Iraq.

US-backed fighters have seized 90
percent of Raqa from the Islamic
State group, a monitor said yester-
day, as they announced they were
in the "final stages" of capturing
the jihadists' Syrian

Under siege in the
northern city for three
months, IS is struggling
to defend its one-time
bastion under a barrage
of air strikes by the US-

the jihadists in Syria

"Because of the heavy coalition air
strikes, IS withdrew from at least five
key neighbourhoods over the past 48
hours,” said Rami Abdel Rahman,
head of the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

Raga campaign in final stage

SDF says they have seized 90% of the city from IS

"This allowed the Syrian
Democratic Forces to control 90
percent of thecity.”

The SDF is an alliance of Kurdish
and Arab forces the coalition is
backing in Syria with air strikes,
equipment and advisers.

In its statement

1S withdrew from key yesterday, the SDF said
; it had helped hundreds
nelgl;_t:purhpodts_zﬂer of civilians escape the

coalition airstrikes iy in recent days.
Hundreds of civilians “We will continue
escapethe dtyin the campaign until we
L tdays:SDF achieve our aim,” Jihan
atting [EERIECENTCYS) Sheikh Ahmed, the

SDF's spokeswoman

for the Raga offensive, told AFP.
1S pulled out of the north of the
city and abandoned its grain silos
and mills, Abdel Rahman said. It
was now confined to the city centre,
government administrative
buildings, the stadium and tunnels.

fall on Puerto Rico yesterday,
pummeling the US territory
after already killing at least
two people on its passage
through the Caribbean.

The US National Hurricane
Center warned of "large and
destructive waves” as Maria
came ashore near Yabucoa on
thesoutheast coast.

Puerto Rico's Governor
Ricardo Rossello has told
residents to brace for "the worst
storm of the last century”,
oopening 500 shelters that can
accommodate 67,000 people.

"The wind sounds like a
‘woman screaming at the top
of her lungs!" photographer
and storm chaser Mike Theiss
posted on Twitter as the
hurricane hit.

"We are getting absolutely
hammered right now."

Puerto Ricans had scram-
bled to board up windows
and buy last minute supplies
as the storm approached the
densely populated island of
3.5 million.

"Puerto Rico being hit
hard by new monster
Hurricane," tweeted US
President Donald Trump.

"Be careful, our hearts are
with you -- will be there to
help!”

Maria made landfall as a
Category Four storm on the
five-point Saffir-Simpson scale,
packing winds of 155 miles
(250 kilometers) per hour.

The US and British Virgin
Islands -- still struggling to
recover from the devastation
of Hurricane Irma -- are also
on alert, along with the
Turks and Caicos Islands
and parts of the Dominican
Republic.



