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Rohingyas 'threat
to nat'l security'

Indian gout tells Supreme Court

REUTERS, New Delhi

The Indian government vutmhy told the Supreme Court that
Rohingya refugees were "a threat to national security", pushing
back against c of them.

India's top court is hearing a challenge to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government's decision to
deport Rohingya Muslims, filed by two Rohingyas living
in Delhi who fled their village in Myanmar's western
Rakhine State about six years ago.

The decision to deport Rohingyas comes as Myanmar's
military crackdown in Rakhine has forced hundreds of
thousands of Rohingyas to seek shelter in Bangladesh, in a
process the UN has described as ethnic cleansing.

Myanmar says its forces are carrying out their legitimate
duty to restore order after guerrilla attacks on Aug 25 on
security posts and an army camp in which about a dozen
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people were killed.

Close to 40,000 Rohingya Muslims live in India after
fleeing Myanmar over the past decade. Nearly 15,000 have
received refugee documentation, according to the United

Nations, but India wants to deport them all.

A senior lawyer representing India's government told the
“"the state considers that

supreme court yesterday that
Rohingyas are a threat to national security."

Intelligence agencies suspect that Rohingya Muslim
leaders in India are in touch with Pakistan-based militant
groups, the lawyer said. The lawyer declined to be named
because an affidavit the home ministry is preparing to file

with the court has not yet been final;
India's St

Cis expected to start hearing the case on Monday.

Yes, 'night parrot' exists

Evidence of one of world's rarest birds found in Australia

AFP, Sydney

A feather from one of the most elusive
birds in the world has been found in
South Australia, the first proof in more
than a century that it lives there, wildlife
experts said yesterday.

The "night parrot" ranks among the
world's rarest avian species and was
thought extinct until an intrepid
Australian naturalist provided photo
evidence of one in Queensland state in
2013.

It has since also been spotted in
Western Australia.

The expert behind the Queensland
sighting, John Young, and fellow ecolo-
gist Keith Bellchambers from the
Australian Wildlife Conservancy have
now shown itis also in South Australia.

The pair found a feather from the
small, yellowish-green bird in the nest of
a zebra finch around remote Lake Eyre

Riot police detain protesters during the trial of two Turkish teachers, who went on a hunger strike over their dismissal
under a government decree following last year's failed coup, outside of a courthouse in Ankara, Turkey, yesterday.

while following up on blurry images
from a camera trap in the area.

"Keith and I looked at many zebra
finches' nests before finally an unmistak-
able small green feather appeared within
the fresh base lining of one of the nests
said Young,

The curator of ornithology at the

Western Australian Museum confirmed

their find.

The next step is to map the distribu-
tion of the species, which was last
recorded at Lake Eyre in 1883, and assess
the population size using song meters
and camera traps, said Young.

Researchers feared for decades that
the nocturnal, desert-dwelling parrot
was extinct, with no sightings between
1912 and 1979 and only a handful since,
before the conclusive evidence in 2013.

In 2012, the Smithsonian Magazine
rated it at number one among the
world's five most mysterious birds.

Father of one of the victims comforts his wife outside the Darul Quran

Ittifagiyah religious school (inset) in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Twenty-three
people, mostly teenage boys, were killed yesterday when a blaze tore through
a Malaysian religious school. Story on page 16.
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N Korea threatens to 'sink'

Japan, reduce

REUTRES, Seouljtokyo

A North Korean state agency yesterday threatened to use
nuclear weapons to "sink” Japan and reduce the United
States to "ashes and darkness" for supporting a UN Security
Council resolution and sanctions over its latest nuclear test.

The Korea Asia-Pacific Peace Committee, which handles
the North's external ties and propaganda, also called for the
breakup of the Security Council, which it called "a tool of
evil" made up of "money-bribed" countries that move at the
order of the United States.

"The four islands of the archipelago should be
sunken into the sea by the nuclear bomb of
Juche. Japan is no longer needed to exist near us, "
the committee said in a statement carried by the
North's official KCNA news agency.

Juche is the North's ruling ideology that mixes
Marxism and an extreme form of go-it-alone
nationalism preached by state founder Kim Il Sung,
thegrandfather of the current leader, Kim Jong Un.

Regional tension has risen markedly since the
reclusive North conducted its sixth, and by far its
most powerful, nuclear test on Sept 3, following a series of
missile tests, including one that flew over Japan.

The 15-member Security Council voted unanimously on
a US-drafted resolution and a new round of sanctions on
Monday in response, banning North Korea's textile exports
that are the second largest only to coal and mineral, and
capping fuel supplies.

The North reacted to the latest action by the Security
Council, which had the backing of veto-holding China and
Russia, by reiterating threats to destroy the United States,

UsS to 'ashes'

Japan and South Korea.

It also vowed to press ahead with its nuclear and missile
programmes.

"Let's reduce the US mainland into ashes and darkness.
Let's vent our spite with mobilization of all retaliation means
which have been prepared till now, " the statement said.

Despite the North's threats, South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said he was against having nuclear weapons in
his country, either by developing its own arsenal or bringing
back US tactical nuclear weapons that were withdrawn in
the early 1990s

“To respond to North Korea by having our
own nuclear weapons will not maintain peace
on the Korean peninsula and could lead to a
nuclear arms race in northeast Asia,” Moon said
inaninterview with CNN.

South Korea's Unification Ministry also said it
planned to provide $8 million through the UN
World Food Programme and UNICEF to help
infants and pregnant women in the North.

The North's latest threats also singled out Japan
for "dancing to the tune" of the United States,
saying it should never be pardoned for not offering a sincere
apology for its "never-to-be-condoned crimes against our

Russia begins
war games
'eyeing Nato'

AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday began
major joint military exer-
s with Belarus along the
European Union's eastern
flank -- a show of strength
that has rattled nervous
Nato members.

Named Zapad-2017

(West-2017), the manoeuv-

scheduled to last until
September 20, are taking
place on the territory of
Moscow's closest ally
Belarus, in Russia's
European exclave of
Kaliningrad and in its fron-
tier Pskov and Leningrad
regions.

Moscow says the drills
will involve 12,700 troops,
70 aircraft, 250 tanks and 10
battleships testing their
firepower against an imagi-
nary foe close to borders
with Poland and the Baltic
States.

In a statement announc-
ing the start of the exercises
Russia's defence ministry
insisted the manoeuvres are
"of a strictly defensive
nature and are not directed
against any othu state or
group of countris

But Nato claims Russia
has kept it in the dnrk and
seems to be ma
underreporting the s
the exercises, which some of
the alliance's eastern mem-
bers insist could see more
than 100,000 servicemen
take part.

‘The war games come with
tensions between Russia
and Nato at their highest
since the Cold War due to
the Kremlin's meddling in
Ukraine and the US-led
alliance bolstering its forces
in eastern Europe.

Moscow has dismissed
fears over the drills -- the
latest in a series of annual
exercises that rotate around
the vast country -- as fuelled
by the "myth about the so-
called 'Russian threat"”

Moscow has held a
stream of exercises since ties
with the West plunged in
2014 over Ukraine, with the
military claiming some
drills included nearly
100,000 troops.

people”, an apparent reference to Japan's wart

It also referred to South Korea as "traitors and dogs" of
the United States.

Japan criticised the North's statement harshly. Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, visiting India, called for strict
enforcement of the UN resolution, saying the world must
force achange.
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IS attacks targeting
Shias kill 52 in Iraq

91 injured; Iranians among the dead

AFP, Nasiriyah

Gunmen and suicide car bombers yesterday
killed at least 52 people including Iranians
near the southern Iraqi city of Nasiriyah, in
an attack claimed by Islamic State group.

The attackers struck at midday, opening
fire on a restaurant before getting into a car
and blowing themselves up at a nearby
security checkpoint, officials said.

Security sources said the attackers were
disguised as members of the Hashed al-
Shaabi, a mainly Shia paramilitary alliance
which has fought alongside the army and
police against the Islamic State jihadist
group in northern Iraq.

The toll from the attacks was 52 dead and 91
wounded, said Abdel Hussein al-Jabri, deputy
health chief for the mainly Shia province of
Dhiqar ofwhich Nasiriyah is the capital.

Jabri told AFP that many of the wounded
were in serious condition.

The area targeted is used by Shia pilgrims
and visitors from neighbouring Iran headed
for the holy cities of Najaf and Karbala
further north, although Dhiqar has previ-
ously been spared the worst of Iraq's vio-
lence.

The Islamic State group claimed respon-
sibility for the attacks in a statement carried
by its Amagq propaganda arm.

It said several suicide bombers had staged
the assault on a restaurant 1nd a security
checkpoint, killing

The toll makes it the deadliest IS attack in
Iraq since pro-government forces drove the
jihadists out of second city Mosul in July.

The Sunni extremist group regularly
stages attacks in Iraq, where it has also lost
swathes of territory to US-backed pro-
government forces.

Yesterday's attacks come as Iraqi forces
backed by tribal fighters close in one of the
last IS bastions in the country: the Al-Qaim
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