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Finnish aid worker

freed in Afghanistan
AFP, Helsinki

INTERNATIONAL

Finland yesterday said one
of its nationals who was
kidnapped in an attack on
an international guest
house in Afghanistan has
been freed. A German aid
worker and an Afghan
guard were killed and a
Finnish woman was
abducted as gunmen
stormed the guest house in
Kabul in May.

20 dead as boat
capsizes in India
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Pak tightens grip
on foreign NGOs

Ejects MSF from tribal district

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistani authorities have asked the Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) aid group to close its medical facilities in a
militancy-wracked tribal district, the organisation said, as
officials tighten controls on foreign NGOs working in the
country.

MSF said the government has refused to renew the permit
required to continue its healthcare projects in Kurram dis-
trict in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA)
located in the restive northwest along the Afghan border.

"MSF is saddened by the decision from the authorities
responsible for NGOs working in Kurram Agency,”
Catherine Moody, the group’s country representative, said
in a statement released late Wednesday.

The tribal districts are among the poorest a in
Pakistan, and are governed under a draconian legal
system introduced by British colonial rulers more than a

AFP, Lucknow

At least 20 people died
yesterday when a boat
packed with labourers
capsized on the Yamuna
river in northern India
Twenty bodies have been
recovered, Dharam Pal
Singh, additional magis-
trate of Baghpat district in
Uttar Pradesh state, said. "It
appears the boat was
crowded beyond its capac-
ity,” he said

One dead, three injured
in US school shooting

AFP, Los Angeles

A student shot and killed
another student and
wounded three others
Wednesday at a high school
in the northwestern state of
Washington before being
disarmed, authorities said.
The shooting took place at
Freeman High School in
Spokane County, where
witnesses described a scene
of terror as the heavily
armed shooter stalked the
halls.

World's oldest panda
dies in China
AFP, Shanghai

The world's oldest captive
giant panda has died at the
ripe old age of 37 -- more
than 100 in human years --
her handlers in China sa
erday. The Straits
Panda Research and
Exchange Center in south-
eastern China, bid a fare-
well to the bear with a
memorial service.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (L) and his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi press a button at the groundbreaking ceremony for a high-

speed rail project in Ahmedabad, India, yesterday.

'Zero-tolerance approach'

Modi, Abe agree to strengthen co-op against terror groups

TNN, New Delhi

India and Japan yesterday called for a
"zero-tolerance approach” to terror-
ism and committed to cooperate in the
fight against terror, including the
Pakistan-based groups Lashkar-e-
Toiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Muhammed
(JeM).

In what appeared to be a reference
to Pakistan, the two Prime Ministers
Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe, in
their joint statement, called upon all
countries to work towards rooting out
terrorist safe havens and infrastruc-
ture, disrupting terrorist networks
and financing channels and halting
cross-border movement of terrorists.

When it came to the issue of perpe-
trators of terror attacks, including the
2008 Mumbai and 2016 Pathankot
strikes, the two leaders didn't shy away
from naming Pakistan, and called
upon it to bring to justice those who
carried out the attacks.

"PM (Narendra Modi and PM
(Shinzo) Abe look forward to con-
vening (the) 5th Japan-India consul-
tation on terrorism and to strengthen
cooperation against terrorists threats
from groups including Al-Qaeda,

ISIS, JeM, LeT and their affiliates,”
said the two countries in a joint state-
ment at the end of Abe's 2-day visit to
India

Modi and Abe condemned in the
“strongest terms” the growing menace
of terrorism and violent extremism,
theirstatement added.

"They shared the view that terror-
ism in all its forms and manifestations
is a global scourge that must be force-

INDIA-JAPAN TIES

Two leaders call on Pak to punish
perpetrators of terror strikes

They call upon UN member countries
to implement UNSC resolution 1267

fully combated through concerted
global action in the spirit of 'zero
tolerance’," the joint document said.

Modi and Abe called upon all UN
member countries to implement
UNSC resolution 1267 and other
relevant resolutions dealing with the
designation of terrorist entities, the
statement sai

New Delhi has had success lately
in getting Pakistan-based terror

named and shamed at international
forums.

Earlier this month, for the first time,
BRICS countries slammed Pakistan
without naming it, as they "deplored"
terror attacks in member countries ans
the "violence caused” by Pakistan-
based terror outfits.

The 'BRICS Xiamen Declaration’
specifically named LeT and JeM, as
well as the Hagqgani network, the
Taliban, ISIL/DAISH and Al-Qaeda.

In addition, the BRICS members
also called for greater efficiency in
designation of terrorists. This was
particularly significant, because it is
BRICS member China that has been
blocking designating Jaish-e-
Muhammad chief Masood Azhar a
terrorist. That may now change, in a
further setback for JeM.

Pakistan has been at the receiving
end lately on the terror issue.

Last month, US President Donald
Trump roundly criticised it for "host-
ing terror safe havens". He also threat-
ened to suspend aid unless Pakistan
falls in line and cracks down on ter-
ror, which Trump said it is exporting
to the region, including to
Afghanistan.

century ago.

permit expired.
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A senior government official in Kurram confirmed that
MSF has been asked to stop working in the district after its

"They have been asked to stop working until their (per-
mit) is renewed," the official told AFP yesterday, adding that
authorities have been paying closer attention to foreign
NGOs across the country, especially in tribal areas.

The organisation said officials have not explained why
their permit was refused in an area where its has been pro-
viding healthcare for 14 years.

Pakistan EC issues arrest

warrant for Imran Khan

PTI, Islamabad

Pakistan's Election Commission (EC) has
issued a bailable arrest warrant against
cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan for
repeatedly failing to appear before it in a
contempt case.

The Election Commission of Pakistan
was hearing a case against 64-year-old Khan
filed by a dissident from Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf and one of the
founding members Akbar $ Babar.

The ECP ordered the party chief
to appear before the court on
September 25.

The counsel for Khan, Babar
Awan, argued that the party chief
was abroad and had returned to
the country justan hour ago

On this, the counsel for the
petitioner argued that the ECP's orders have
been violates

"Had he (Imran Khan) respected the
institutions, he would have been present
here," said the counsel, asking the com-
mission to continue with the regular pro-
ceeding.

Following this, the ECP reserved its
judgement in the contempt case and issued

until

person.

the

by August 23.

bailable arrest warrants against Khan, and
ordered him to appear before the court on
September 25
The ECP in
should submit
ptembe:
appear on September 25 for hearing in

its order said that Khan
surety bond of Rs 100,000
25 to avoid arrest and also

Last month, the ECP had issued a second
show-cause notice to Khan after he
failed to reply to the earlier notice
regarding the contempt of court
proceedings against him.

Khan had initially challenged
maintainability of the contempt
petition and raised objections over
ECP's jurisdiction to initiate con-
tempt proceedings against him;
commission,
declared on August 10 that it had the legal
right to hear the contempt case.

It had then
notice to him, asking him to submit a reply

however,

ed a formal show-cause

Khan had accused the ECP of being
biased in the foreign funding case following
which his counsel had tendered an apology
with the commission.

Fairly close to deal with

Democrats: Trump

REUTERS, Washington window to give Congress time to act on the
issue. He later said he might "revisit" the
matter if lawmakers do not.

To gain the support from Democrats on
the Dreame some 800,000 mostly
Hispanic young adults, Trump appeared to
have decided not to tie DACA legislation to

funding for a wall along the south-
KSSA

US President Donald Trump said yesterday
he and lawmakers are close to a deal on
protections for illegal immigrants brought
to the United States as children, but stressed
any such deal would need to include border
security measures,

The Republican president met
with Democratic congressional
leaders on Wednesday evening to
discuss the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro-
gram, a policy enacted by
Democratic former President
Barack Obama that protected so-
called Dreamers from deportation
and allowed them to stay and work in the
United States.

*I think we're fairly close (to a deal), but we
have to get massive border security,” Trump
told reporters at the White House yesterday.

Trump said last week he was ending the
DACA program, but was allowing a six-

ern US border with Mexico.
\ Trump made building such a
wall a central piece of his 2016
W election campaign, saying it would
fl keep out illegal immigrants and
Q drugs, but it has long been
opposed by Democrats.
"The wall will come later,"
Trump said. "The wall is going to
be built, it's going to be funded a little bit
ater."

Trump has previously appeared con-
flicted over the fate of the Dreamers and
erday he indicated he did not want them
deported.

Government soldiers from the Philippine Marines 1st Brigade patrol past damaged buildings as trnups continue their
assault on clearing operations against the pro-IS militant group in Marawi city, southern Phi

Vietnam braces
for strongest

storm in decade
47,000 evacuated
AFP, Hanoi

Vietnam yesterday ordered
tens of tho ds of people
to evacuate its central
coastal area as Typhoon
Doksuri closed in, with
officials predicting the
storm could be the most
powerful in a decade.

Doksuri is expected to
make landfall in Vietnam 12
noon today, packing heavy
winds and rain.

Officials ordered an off-
shore fishing ban, while some
47,000 people in Ha Tinh
province left their homes
yesterday, according to an
ufhm] from the Vietnam
Disaster Management
Authority who declined to be
name

The storm is forecast to
lash four central provinces
with heavy rain and winds
of up to 155 kilometres per
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ippines, yesterday.

US-led forces hold

two-thirds of Raqa

AFP, Beirut

Putin doesn't want to read
Clinton's memoir: Kremlin

Consensus opinion in the US intelligence
community is that the Kremlin backed a hack-
ingcampaign against the Democratic Party.

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Vladimir Putin has no desire to read Hillary AFP, Manila

Philippines church

bells ring in protest

hour (96 miles per hour),
according to the Hong Kong
Observatory.

Panicked residents forti-
fied their homes and hauled
boats in from the water
yesterday.

"We have prepared sand-
bags to put on the roof so
when the storm arrives it
won't be blown off," Nguyen

Clinton's newly released book on her failed
presidential bid, the Kremlin has said.

In her account of the 2016 election cam-
paign, What Happened, Clinton laid blame

There are also allegations Russian agents
colluded with Trump's campaign to work
against Clinton, into which Special Prosecutor
Robert Muelleris leading an investigation.

The US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces, an alliance of Church bells rang acro
Kurdish and Arab fighters, now controls more than two-

thirds of the Islamic State group's former Syrian stronghold

s the mainly Catholic Philippines
late yesterday as bishops rallied opposition to the "reign of
terror” that has left thousands dead in President Rodrigo

Thi Que, a resident of Ha

Tinh province, said on state-

controlled newssite Zing,
Further evacuations are

Raqa, amonitor

The SDF entered Raqa in early June, after months of
fighting to encircle the city with support from the US-led

coalition againstIS.

The militia "controls 70 percent of Raqa after taking the
Al-Thakana district in the centre of the city,
Abdel Rahman, director of the Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights monitor.

“The advance was made possible by violent clashes and
heavy air strikes by the international coalition, " he told AFP.
"We can say that the battle for Raqa has entered its final

phase,” headded.

"T]m end of fighting will be dictated by the international
coalition. Air power will be the main, determining factor."

The fierce fighting has pushed civilians to flee away from
the frontline into remaining IS-held areas in the north of the

city, the monitor said.
Tens of thousands
the SDF offensive began.

of people have fled the fighting since

on the Russian leader, among others, for her
defeat to Donald Trump.

She wrote: "I never
imagined that he would
have the audacity to
launch a massive covert
attack against our own
democracy, right under
our noses - and that he'd
getaway withit."

But Putin will not be
reading the text, his
spokesman Dmitry Peskov confirmed to
R

said Rami

detta against her. But Peskov denied this was
true, simply saying “no”.

Russian interference in last year's election
has been a significant point of contention
between the two countries.

Putin has denied both charges.

In her book, Clinton
expressed her disap-
pointment at not being
able to face down Putin
from the White House.

She said: "There's
nothing 1 was looking
forward to more than
showing Putin that his
efforts to influence our
election and install a friendly puppet had
failed.

"1 know he must be enjoying everything
that's happened umcad But he hasn't had
thelast laugh yet

Clinton also blamed a number of other
factors and people for her defeat, including
xism, the media, former FBI Director

Duterte's drug war.

Police have reported killing more than 3,800 people to
fulfil Duterte's vow to rid the country of narcotics, with the
15-month crackdown triggering wider violence that has
seen thousands of other people found dead in unexplained
circumstances

An elderly church sexton tugged on a rope to ringa 171-
~old bell atop the San Roque cathedral, its slow, deep
pmlls sweeping over the vast slums of northern Manila
around the 211-year-old church

"Many of the drug killings had taken place in this dio-
e," Ryan Rezo, another church employee, told AFP,
Church leaders said bells around the country would

ces

simultaneously ring for five minutes from 8:00 pm (1200
GMT) to honour the dead and remind the living that the
bloodshed must stop. The ritual will continue for 40 nights.

"We cannotallow the destruction of lives to become normal

expected in neighbouring
Quang Binh, Nghe An and
Quang Tri provinces.

"(We) have to evacuate
people  resolutely, even
forcefully... to avoid any
casualties when the storm
arrives,” Vietnam's Deputy
Prime Minister Trinh Dinh
Dung said yesterday, accord-
ingto footage on Zing,

Vietnam issued a cate-
gory four "danger’ warn-
ing, the second most severe
of its five-tier warning
system, as disaster manage-
ment offici
the worst

storm to
Vietnam in 10 years



