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Ending the torture trade
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S HOCK belts, spiked batons, and

If we in the
international
community are
serious about
ending torture
and abolishing
capital
punishment, we
must do more

electrified thumbscrews can serve

no other purpose than to inflict
pain on people. But despite the fact that
torture is prohibited by international
law, goods such as these are still pro-
duced and sold, finding their way to
buyers around the globe.

Likewise, at a time when more coun-
tries are abolishing capital punishment,
the products used to carry out death
sentences—such as lethal-injection
systems, poison cocktails, electric
chairs, and gas chambers—remain on

the market. According to Amnesty

than make lofty
promises.

International, nearly 19,000 people
worldwide are awaiting execution, even
though capital punishment has no

proven effect as a deterrent and makes
judicial errors irreversible.

[f we in the international community
are serious about ending torture and
abolishing capital punishment, we
must do more than make lofty prom-
ises. It is time for concrete action to

make acquiring the means of execution
and torture far more difficult.

On September 18, when delegates
from around the world gather for the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York, a large group of countries will
commit to creating a new global frame-
work to end this despicable trade. By
joining a new Alliance for Torture-Free
Trade, governments will agree to estab-
lish national export bans on products
used for torture or executions, while
further empowering their customs
authorities to enforce the prohibitions.

The Alliance is being led by
Argentina, the European Union, and
Mongolia, but all countries that are
committed to abolishing capital pun-
ishment under the UN Second
Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
have been invited to participate.

Argentina's commitment to ending
the death penalty is unwavering. It is an
active participant in multilateral institu-
tions such as the International
Commission and World Congress
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Against the Death Penalty, and it has
been mobilising support within the UN
for a global moratorium on executions.

The ElI, meanwhile, tightened legis-
lation last year to ban all trade in goods
used for torture or capital punishment.
The law, originally enacted in 2005,
now bars all such goods from passing
through EU territory and ports, and
from being promoted at fairs and in
industry publications. And to stay
ahead of the curve, the EU has estab-
lished a fast-track mechanism to ban
new tools for torture or capital punish-
ment as they emerge.

Mongolia, for its part, banned the
death penalty in 2015, and is setting a
positive example in a region where
most countries systematically torture
and execute prisoners.

Tougher controls have already deliv-
ered results. For example, the drugs
used in forced lethal injections and
devices for administering electrical
shocks have become much harder to
obtain and more expensive.

Still, there is a clear limit to what

individual countries can achieve on
their own. Those who produce and
trade these goods are changing their
practices and routes to circumvent
domestic laws. Ultimately, to make
policing efforts truly effective, more
countries need to get on board.

When the Alliance launches this
month, participating countries will sign
a joint political declaration based on
four commitments. First, they will
implement measures to restrict the
export of goods intended for torture or
executions. Second, they will help to
create a platform for exchanging infor-
mation across borders, so that customs
officials can monitor international
trade flows and identify new products
that should be interdicted.

Third, signatory countries will
share their best practices, so that
enforcement systems that have
proven efficient and effective in one
country can be adopted in others.
And, fourth, those with national
legislation already in place will pro-
vide technical assistance to other

countries still working toward that
end.

To be sure, rooting out torture and
abolishing the death penalty will
recuire broad, sustained efforts beyond
the area of trade. But by focusing on the
exchange of goods used for torture and
executions, we are bringing like-minded
countries together to effect real change.
We are confident that the Alliance will
be successful, and that it could serve as
a basis for broader UN cooperation
down the road.

Trade policies are not just about
dollars and cents. They are also powerful
tools for safeguarding human rights and
supporting sustainable development
around the world. We should never
permit the tools of suffering and death
to be traded like any other commodity.

Jorge Faurie is Foreign Minister of Argentina.
Cecilia Malmstrém is the European Union
Commissioner for Trade. Tsend Munkh-0rgil is
Foreign Minister of Mongolia.
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(Exclusive to The Daily Star)

Stories that dictate the Rohingya genocide

ORMER poster
child for the cause
of peace and

democracy, Aung San
Suu Kyi, has staunchly
refused to halt or even
criticise the violence
being visited on the
Muslim Rohingya
minority, to the despair
and puzzlement of
many. One of the top results of googling
"Rohingya” is a measured attempt to explain
her position, a position that calls into question
her worth as a Peace laureate. She maintains
that it is an internal matter (uncomfortably
familiar words to any Bangladeshi) and a battle
against terrorism.

Whatever one thought of Bush and his War
on Terror, he didn't include rape and active
infanticide as core elements of his strategy.

However her version of events—a battle
against the threat of Islamist terror—is one that
for some people is an attractive counter-
narrative to the mainstream global media's
stance: to whit, that genocide is always a bad
thing. Comments sections on international
news sites and social media pages are an
interesting sample of public opinion, and some
people seem to buy into the idea that the
mainstream media is lying (we after all live in
the post-truth era) and that the Rohingyas'
plight is either exaggerated or somehow
deserved. These terrorism-truthers are who
yvou'd expect: Myanmarese self-defenders,
westerners who talk about Islam like it stole
their car, and the Indian right-wing,.

Narratives aren't merely some sort of trifling
wrapper around the important hard facts. They

ZOHEB MASHIUR

While simple charity
should in an ideal world be
taken for granted, in this
world of closed borders,
ideologies and poverty, we
can at least congratulate
ourselves a little for having
kept the door open to the
Rohingyas. Make no
mistake: arriving in
Bangladesh is not
necessarily a solution to all
their problems, but at the
very least they are for now

safe from harm.
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Rohingya refugees walk on a muddy path after crossing the Bangladesh-Myanmar border in Cox's Bazar, September 8, 2017.

are the core of how we see the world. We
respond to good stories over good arguments,

We can reduce the framing of the Rohingya
crisis to two competing narratives. In the first
one the Rohingyas are innocent victims of
government-backed ethno-religious
persecution. The second has them as foreign
upstarts, illegal Bangladeshi migrants to the
Rakhine state, and the local purveyors of
[slamist terror. Foreign in origin, language and
faith, at best undeserving of a part in the
Burmese nation, and at worse actively hostile to
it. There are a range of narratives that bridge
this gulf and stories that we can nestle under
each of them (example, the Myanmarese junta
is seizing land for settlement and development
and vulnerable minority groups are the easiest
to disenfranchise.) The reasoning and
circumstances vary but the Rohingyas are either
victims or victimisers. Suu Kyi is either a
national hero or a traitor to the values the
world thought she represented. The stories
change based on the beliefs and priorities of
the storytellers and the intended
audience—and we in turn react to these
narratives on an individual level.

Consider how we, as Bangladeshis, react to the

crisis. The Rohingyas are Muslim, as are most of
us. Just as in Myanmar, religion is a key part of the
narrative used to justify the violence against the
Rohingyas, for many Muslim Bangladeshis—and
indeed Muslims abroad—it is the central fact that
must guide the international response to the
violence. Muslims have a moral duty to the
Rohingyas: Bangladesh must admit more refugees
from Myanmar because they are coreligionists.
This is a point of view even espoused by Turkey's
Erdogan, who has publicly offered to pay
Bangladesh to house more Rohingyas. Matters of
faith tend to trump all other concerns—at least in
public opinion—and so for critics and supporters
of the Rohingyas, their status as Muslims is central
to the “plot”.

This is not to say that Bangladeshis only
support the Rohingyas because of Islam.
Transcending identity politics, many of us are
sympathetic to the Rohingyas just because it
seems to be the right thing to do. This is the
narrative of the humanitarian crisis. It is the
attitude shared by the bulk of the mainstream
Western media. The Rohingyas are clearly the
victims of the narrative and deserve help.
Religion is only relevant as a motivating factor
of their oppression (or at least, the public face
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Government of The People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Finance and Procurement Wing
Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education
www.dshe.gov.bd
Secondary and Higher Education Division
Ministry of Education

E-Tender Ref: 37.02.0000.114.33.059.16.1417, Date: 11/09/2017 (E-Tender ID: 119906)

E-Tender Notice

E-Tender has been invited through the National e-GP Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) as follows:

E-Tender SESIP Description of online Last Selling | Closing &
ID No. Tranche 2 Goods Invitation Date and Opening
Package No. Date and time Date and
Time time
GD49 Science Class
Room Furniture | 14/09/2017 | 15/10/2017 | 16/10/2017
119906 | Comilla | (Steel Almirah &
Wooden Shelf) 10:00am | 05:00pm | 12:00 noon
Zone (1681+1681=
3362 Numbers)

This is an online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted through the National e-GP portal and
no offline / hard copies will be accepted. To submit; e-Tender registration in the National e-GP portal
is required. The fees for downloading e-Tender documents from the national e-GP Portal must be
deposited online through any registered Bank Branches.

Further information and guidelines are available in the e-GP website and from the e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd) or 01762625528/01762625529.

GD- 1871

Prof. Dr. Mohd. Moza

Directorate of Secondary & Higher Education
Phone: 9580109, email: dir-f_p@dshe.gov.bd

e,
5 stsain Chowdhury

Director
Finance & Procurement Wing




