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Scoreline a reality: Smalley

ANISUR RAHMAN from Thailand

Bangladesh Football
Federation technical
and strategic director
Paul Smalley yesterday defended the
decision to hold a training session for
the U-16 women's team on the morn-
ing of their match day against holders
North Korea.

The Bangladesh girls lost that AFC
U-16 Women's Championship game
9-0 on Monday and many feel the
morning training session ahead of the
fixture contributed adversely to the
team's performance.

“First let me clear it. My role is
always crucial to lead the playing
groups whether it is female or male
teams. We did not do practice [on
Monday morning], we had tactical
session and it was a very easy session
and it had no unnecessary impact on
the game. A lot of the team had prepa-
ration on the day of the match,”
Smalley told reporters in the Thai city
of Chonburi yesterday.

“It happens around the world. A
lot of professional teams practice
on the match day when the game is
in the afternoon or evening. The
performance of the girls [against
North Korea| was the reality of play-
ing against world champions,”
explained the British-born UEFA A
licensed coach.

Asked if he would follow the same
tactic ahead of Bangladesh's next
group league game against Japan
tomorrow, he answered diplomati-
cally.

“Today [Tuesday] is the recovery

session for the girls and tomorrow
[Wednesday] is for pre-match training
and watching Japan's match. On the
day of the game against Japan, we
might or might not - depending on the
players' health, we feel we could con-
duct the tactical session, " said Smalley.

Smalley has been working as an
adviser to the U-16 women's team for
nearly one year and from basically
behind the scene, he prepared all the
rigorous training schedules and even
made positional changes for the
squad. He also visited with the U-16

women's team in every preparatory
tour to Japan, South Korea, China
and Singapore to see the progress of
the girls.

He also refused to accept fatigue
from lengthy training as one of the
prime reasons for the big defeat.

“They were emotionally not very
tired and mentally very vexed I am sure
because it was very difficult with the
climate and lot of them had no experi-
ence of it. But the girls are physically
capable,” said Smalley, adding that

errors early in the game proved deci-
sive.

“The girls made two errors - one
from a corner and one from
goalkeeping - within the first seven
minutes and went two goals down and
then it is very difficult to put an impact
onthe game,” he added.

Asked if the noisy and at times
confusing instructions from the dug-
outby coach Golam Rabbani Choton
and Smalley himself hindered the
girls' natural performance, the BFF
technical director said: “The informa-
tion from dugout was the same and
there is no confusion and there is no
unnecessary reasons. The girls were not
confused because we are giving the
same information over a number of
weeks in preparation. The only prob-
lem was the translation of English to
Bengali. The message was not conflict-
ingatall.”

However, the 51-year-old said that
the score-line against North Korea was
areality-check for Bangladesh, who are
faraway from the top level.

“The performance was realistic in
that particular moment against the
current world champions North
Korea. We played against a very
professional team, a team who have
been playing successfully at interna-
tional level. We are long way behind.
We are yet to make the analysis of the
game but we know we made quite a
few errors and were punished by a
good team like North Korea. It was
disappointing but a reality for
Bangladesh at the moment but it is
also something that will help
Bangladesh develop in the future,”

'We did not play well'

SPORTS REPORTER from Thailand

The gitls in red and
green were coming to
terms with that mas-
sive 9-0 defeat at the
hands of defending champions North
Korea in their opener of the AFC U-16
Women's Championship on Monday.
And the best possible way was to put
up a brave face, which was aplenty as
the Bangladesh girls roamed around
the hotel lobby cheerfully after a satis-
fying dinner last night.

“What happened?” one of the jour-
nalists asked a group of girls, who were
moving along the lobby of Bangsaen
Heritage Hotel. The response was
unexpectedly smart.

“We lost because we did not play
well,” replied a player who was not in
the starting eleven

However, other crucial members of
the playing eleven talked to the jour-
nalists and admitted that North Korea
were a far better side.

“We were not afraid of them at all.
We tried to play our natural game but
they are way ahead of us physically and
their running was also better than us.
‘We simply could not match them. Let's
see what we can do in the next matches
taking the lessons of this game,” said
midfielder Maria Manda, an ethnic
footballer from Mymensingh and the
only player who ran all over the field in
the opening game.

Maria might be an exception as the
pressure of a big match did not affect
her performance. But it was not the
case for the rest.

“Fear had played a role in our
result,” admitted striker Sirat Jahan
Shopna.

“We have to understand against
which opponents we are playing. We
were told not to get upset and play our
own way despite conceding four goals
in the first half and to be honest we
tried our way,” added left-back
Shamsunnahar.

Defender Masura Parvin had no

explanations of the defensive errors
but she believes a 9-0 margin was a bit
big and that they could have kept the
scoreline to a more respectable margin
had the backline not made a few mis-
takes.

Goalkeeper Ruksana Begum was
chosen ahead of first-choice goal-
keeper Mahmuda Khatun for her
height. But the goalkeeper from Sylhet
failed to do justice to her height advan-
tage.

“Itried my best,” Ruksana said with
tinge of disappointment.

The North Korean girls, who were
also enjoying their time at the lobby,
appeared very animated when this
reporter showed them some of the
game's highlights. Five-time scorer
Kim Kyong Yong watched herself
celebrate after that flying headed goal
while Ri Su Gyong, who scored a brace,
was also very happy seeing her photos.

Unfortunately though, language
remained a barrier, leaving a few ques-
tions to be answered.
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' PUBALI BANK LIMITED

Sevilla to sue

Pubali Bank Limited having largest online network in Private Sector Banking
with 455 online Branches invites applications for the following posts in its IT
=

izens.

= SOFTWARE DEVELOPER
in the rank of Senior Officer (Computer): 15 Nos.

= NETWORK ENGINEER
in the rank of Senior Officer (Computer): 02 Nos.

in the rank of Senior Officer (Computer): 02 Nos.
= SOFTWARE TESTING & QUALITY ASSURANCE ENGINEER
in the rank of Officer (Computer): 02 Nos.
= HARDWARE ENGINEER
in the rank of Junior Officer (Computer): 18 Nos.
For details and on-line application, please visit
https:/ /www.pubalibangla.com/career.asp
Interested candidates who fulfil the requirements should apply on-line by
06:00 pm of 02 October 2017.
One candidate can apply for one post only.
Only short listed candidates will be called for written test and interview.

Management of the Bank reserves the right to reject any or all applications
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Head Office, 26 Dilku: Dhaka

Human Resources Division
e

Atletico, Las
Palmas

Sevilla will be taking legal
action against all parties
implicated in Vitolo's con-
troversial departure from the
Andalucian club this sum-
mer. In a statement released
on the club's official website,
los nervionenses confirmed
that they will be suing
Atletico Madrid, Las Palmas
and Vitolo himself.

The full statement
reads:"The Sevilla FC board,
which met this afternoon in
Estadio Ramon Sanchez
uan, has, after analysing
the study which was carried
out by legal experts, agreed
to sue all parties involved in
the Vitolo case before the
Court of Justice, in defence
ofourlegitimate rights."

Vitolo abandoned Sevilla
in July to sign on loan for Las
Palmas, before he officially
completes his move to
Atletico Madrid in January.
The 27-year-old Spanish
international unilaterally
triggered the buy-out clause in
his Sevilla contract, just hours
afteragreeingto extend it.

Havinglooked at the study
undertaken by their legal
experts, the Sevilla FC board
believe there is a sufficient
legal case to enforce Vitolo's
contract extension, and will
sue all relevant parties in the
process, to defend the best
interests of the club.

friend and Ital litici

KIM JONG-UN-DENIABLY A UNITED FAN
North Korea's infamous leader Kim Jong-un s pedicting an imminent nflux of footballrs from his country into
the Premier League. The 33-year-old dictatori a noted fan of Manchester United, which has been confirmed by

Antonio Razzi. It has als that he ensured the rest of his

National jr
TT from
tomorrow

SPORTS REPORTER

The South Bangla Agriculture
and Commerce Bank Fourth
National Junior (U-18) Table
Tennis Championship gets
underway tomorrow at the
Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed
Wooden Floor Gymnasium
in Dhaka.

A total of 180 players,
including 45 girls, will take
part in the four-day compe-
tition, which will feature
four categories - boys'
singles and doubles, girls’
singles and doubles,
informed Bangladesh Table
Tennis Federation (BTTF)
officials at a press confer-
ence at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium confer-
ence room yesterday.

The federation will
provide all the accommo-
dation, food and convey-
ance required by players
and officials which was
attended, among others, by
the federation's vice-
presidents Saidul Haque
and Jahangir Alam.

‘country can watch United's games by ordering state TV to broadcast them. Eccentric Italian senator Razzi has
told of Kim Jong-un'slove for football and the Red Dexlsafte the pair shared conversations about the beautiful
game. Razzisaid the DPRK leader eader s prdicting an nflux of players to the English top fliht after Han
Jwang-song’s reakthrough at Perugia nHtaly. Asked which Man United star e would iken himselfto, Razzi's
tesponse, quoted by The Sun, i unsurprising:“No, Kim is Kim — hefs the only one Kim Jong-un was a egular
visitor o the San Siro o watch AC Milan when he was studying in Switzerland.

—AGENCEES

Real Madrid have sorely missed talisman Cristiano Ronaldo (C) in their last two outings, both of which ended in draws,
and will be excited to welcome the Portuguese back as the holders take on APOEL Nicosia tonight.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Holders favourites again

AFP, Madrid

Such is Real Madrid's confi-
dence in creating more
Champions League history
that while others have spent
hundreds of millions trying to
catch up, the back-to-back European cham-
pions were happy to cash in.

Real made a profit of over 75 million
euros ($90 million) in the transfer market
thanks to the departures of Alvaro Morata,
James Rodriguezand Danilo.

Yet they remain very much the side to
beat as the Champions League returned on
Tuesday having ended a near three-decade
longwait for a team to retain the trophy.

"We are the champions so everyone faces
us with extra motivation,” warned former
Real striker Emilio Butragueno, now the
club's director of institutional relations.

Madrid coped with that challenge admi-
rably last season, dismissing Bayern
Munich, Atletico Madrid and Juventus in
the latter stages.

Their quest to become the first side since
Bayern in the mid-seventies to win three ina
row starts with a more modest test in the
form of APOEL Nicosia at the Santiago
Bernabeu on Wednesday.

Tougher tasks lie in wait in the form of
Borussia Dortmund and Tottenham
Hotspurin Group H.

Dortmund even beat Madrid to top spot in
the group stage last season. But Real have

mastered the art of saving their best for when
the competition really gets going for the con-
tenders in the knockout stages in the new year.

"We have a stupendous squad but this is a
competition that takes you to the limit in all
aspects," added Butragueno.

"You can have a big squad with all the
resources, but when the moment of truth
arrives you need to not have injuries, for
your players to be in optimum form and
have luck. There are so many factors.”

Real's strength in depth was used intelli-
gently by coach Zinedine Zidane to win the
club’s first La Liga and European Cup dou-
ble for 59 years last season.

It is also why one of the richest clubs in
the world didn't feel the need to go wild ina
hyper-inflated transfer market following
Neymar's world record 222 million-euro
move to Paris Saint-Germain.

Instead, Real continued their policy of
snapping up the best young talent in Spain
in Theo Hernandez and Dani Ceballos to
add to thelikes of Isco and Marco Asensio.

Despite a slow start to their campaign in
La Liga, Zidane already seems to be playing
thelong game this season.

The Frenchman rested a host of first-team
regulars including Luka Modric, Isco and
Gareth Bale on their return from interna-
tional duty for a disappointing 1-1 draw
against Levante on Saturday.

"1 am not going to revolutionise what I
want to do with this team due to one bad
game,” Zidane insisted afterwards.
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