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New variety of vegetable
brightens farmers' lives

Lalmonirhat farmers earn good profit

from mara shak

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Farmers in the district are earning good
profit by cultivating a new variety of vegeta-
ble got from jute saplings, locally called
mara shak, as other varieties of spinach were
damaged by the recent flood.

Marashakisbeingsold atTk25to Tk 30 a
kilogram at the local markets while it was Tk
8 to Tk 10 three weeks ago, farmers said.

Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) Deputy Director (DD) Bidubhushon
Roy said mara shak is a local variety that is
available in Kurigram, Rangpur and
Nilphamari. "Farmers can harvest this
variety of spinach within 55 to 60 days,” he
added.

Soleman Ali, 50, of Fulgachh village in
Sadar upazila said he cultivated the vegeta-
bles on 14 decimals of land spending Tk
1,500. He said he thought that he would
earn Tk 3,000 to Tk 3,500 profit from selling
all the spinach in the field, but now hopes to
get double that amount. He said he sold 130

kg at Tk 25 per kg last week and expect to get
180 kg more.

Nurul Islam, 45, said mara shak is a
popular variety of spinach locally. He said
they cultivate it for consumption as well as
for sale to get additional income. “We only
need to take proper care of the vegetable
field,” he added.

Ashraf Ali, 52, of Saptibari village in
Aditmari upazila, said they have been farm-
ing mara shak for the last four years, adding
that they did not have any idea about this
variety earlier.

Vegetable trader Sirajul Islam, 42, at
Goshala Bazar in the town, said people are
buying the vegetable as it is available in the
market while supply of other varieties is very
low due to flood. He said they are selling
mara shak at Tk 30 per kg,

Schoolteacher Delwar Hossain, 46, a
resident of College Road in the town, said
they love spinach, but they are forced to buy
it at high price due to short supply of other
varieties of vegetables.
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Soleman Ali harvests mara shak from a field near his house at Fulgachh village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila. The
photo was taken recently. ‘

Two girls raped

Four, out of 10 accused, arrested

in Chapainawabganij

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

bKash agent
stabbed to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

gang

Police in separate drives on Monday night detained four people from differ-
ent areas of Chapainawabganj town in connection with the cases for raping
a madrasa student and a college girl yesterday and on September 6.

The arrestees are Jahangir Alam, 32, Jibon, 21, Parvez Islam Ramim, 21,

and Nayem Azad, 29.

The incidents came to light when three separate cases were filed, two for
rape and another under Pornography Act, with Sadar Model Police Station.

According to the case statement, Jahangir, a distant relative of the 14-
year-old madrasa girl, intercepted her while she was returning home from
the madrasa in Dariapur area in the town on Monday afternoon.

yesterday:.

A bKash agent was stabbed to death by a
of unidentified
Morakhola area of the district town early

criminals in

F

The dead was identified as Horipada Das,
50, of Kewatkhali area.

Quoting local people, Additional Police
Superintendent
Mohammad Noor-e-Alam said bKash agent
Horipada used to run a shop in the town's
Padgodam Bridge area for long.

The miscreants waylaid Horipada at
Morakhola when he was returning to his

of Mymensingh
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He then forcibly took the teenager to a nearby isolated place and raped her there.
The victim is now undergoing treatment at Chapainawabganj Sadar

Kewatkhali house riding a motorbike
around 12:30am and started stabbing him
indiscriminately, leaving him critically
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Hospital, police said.

[n another incident, the three other arrestees -- [ibon, Rahim and Azad -- along
with their six other accomplices entered the house of a college girl in Maharajpur
area when none of her family members were present on September 6,

The nine then gang-raped the girl and filmed the incident on their
mobile phones.

They later spread the video footage of the rape in the locality from their
cell phones.

On Monday night, the victim filed two separate cases, one for gang-rape
and another under Pornography Act, accusing nine people, including the
three arrestees.

injured, said the ASP.

The miscreants then looted around Tk
2.50 lakh and a mobile set from him and
fled the scene, Noor-e-Alam said.

Local people rushed to the spot hearing
scream of the victim and took him to
Mymensingh Medical College Hospital
(MMCH) where he died.

The ASP said they arrested two people for
their alleged involvement in the killing and
the two are being interrogated.
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Munshiganj Deputy
Commissioner Shaila
Farzana speaks at a view
exchange meeting with the
owners of net making
factories of the district at
the circuit house yester-
day.

PHOTO: STAR
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Bird hunter
arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Police vesterday arrested a
bird hunter from Chachra
area in Jessore town and
seized ten froreign birds
from his possession.

The arrestee is Abul
Hossain, 35, son of late
Shahadat Hossain of
Durgapur village in Sharsha
upazila of the district.

Sub-Inspector Syed
Bayezid Ahmed, also in-
charge of Chachra Police
Outpost, said, police con-
ducted a drive in the area
and arrested Abul.

Abul collected the birds
from Dhaka for smuggling to
India, police said.

Youth found
dead

OUuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

A youth was found dead in

Toikarma area of Guimara

upazila yesterday.

The deceased was Rabiul
[slam, 25, son of Abdul
Mannan of North Hajipara
in the upazila. He was a
rental motorcycle driver.

Guimara Police Station

OC Jubayarul Haque said
they suspect Rabiul was mur-
dered.

Parbattya Bangalee
Chhatra Parishad brought
out a procession in the
town, protesting the killing.
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