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No game with voting
rights will be allowed

PM warns

UNB, Dhaka

Reiterating that the next general elec-
tion would be held in a free, fair and
impartial manner, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said no one
would be allowed to play ducks and
drakes with peoples voting rights.

She was addressing a meeting of the

ami League Central Working Committee
atthe(‘onomeamntheevemng

Hasina, also the AL president, said
the Election Commission would hold
the next parliamentary elections inde-
pendently.

About the BNP's demand for hold-
ing a free and fair election in the coun-
try, the PM said the party should look
in the mirror as it had “first staged
farcical elections”.

Bad incidents took place in the
country over elections during the rule
of the BNP, she added.

Hasina alleged that General Zia had

staged a “Yes-No" vote after grabbing
power violating the constitution.
“Ziaur Rahman also held farcical
presidential elections where record
100 percent votes were cast. After the
polls, he had formed the BNP."

Mentioning that the Magura,
Mirpur and Dhaka-10 by-elections
were rigged during the tenure of the
then BNP government, she said the
BNP damaged people’s voting rights.

Meanwhile, meeting sources told
The Daily Star that the AL chief alleged
that a gap had been created between
the party leaders and activists. She
asked AL leaders, ministers and law-
makers to reduce the gap.

Hasina also advised party MPs to
visit their electoral areas frequently and
maintain close relations with voters to
strengthen organisational activities
ahead of the next national polls.

She asked party leaders to boost the
ongoing member recruitment drive.

Duterte sons deny Philippine
drug smuggling claims

AFP, Manila

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte's
son and son-in-law yesterday denied
allegations that they belonged to a
drug trafficking gang, with the explo-
sive claims raising questions about the
government's bloody anti-narcotics
crackdown.

Duterte came to power last year
promising to wage a brutal and
unprecedented war on drugs. Since
then, police have killed around 3,800
suspects in anti-narcotics operations,
while thousands of other people have
been murdered in unexplained cir-
cumstances.

His son Paolo Duterte and son-in-
law Manases Carpio appeared at a
Senate inquiry yesterday to answer

accusations that they helped facilitate
the shipment of crystal methamphet-
amine worth 6.4 billion pesos ($125.4
million) into the Philippines from
China in exchange for payment.

The allegations emerged last month
when a customs broker told the Senate
panel that he had heard the names of
Duterte's son and son-in-law men-
tioned while seeking to expedite the
shipment.

The broker later issued a statement
clearing the two men of involvement.

But opposition senator Antonio
Trillanes at the inquiry accused
Duterte's son of belonging to a drug
trafficking gang, saying the 42-year-old
had a tattoo on his back, resembling a
dragon, that was "proof... of his mem-
bership” in the gang.
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Desmond Tutu slams
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dismantle apartheid in South Africa
and became the moral voice of the
nation, joined in the condemnation,
reports AFP.

“If the political price of your ascen-
sion to the highest office in Myanmaris
your silence, the price is surely too
steep, " Tutu said in a statement.

the question of their legal status.

Since 2014, the OIC has warned that
if the government of Myanmar contin-
ues to destroy homes, kill innocent
civilians and humiliate entire popula-
tion without any recourse to justice, this
will create a breeding ground for recruit-
ment by extremist elements. Now the

*It is incongruous for a symbol of
righteousness to lead such a country; it
is adding to our pain,” he said noting
that "the images we are seeing of the
suffering of the Rohingya fill us with
painand dread."

"As we witness the unfolding horror
we pray for you to be courageous and
resilient again... for you to speak out
for justice, human rights and the unity
ofyour people,” said Tutu.

Meanwhile, the United Nations,
European Union, Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation and other inter-
national and national bodies have
continued their call for decisive steps
to end the ongoing crisis in Rakhine
State of Myanmar and urgent imple-
mentation of the Kofi Annan
Commission's recommendations.

The organisations are deeply con-
cerned by sustained reports of signifi-
cant violence and the impact on civil-
ian populations, including the
Rohingya community.

OIC Secretary General Dr Yousef A
Al-Othaimeen on Wednesday in sepa-
rate letters to EU High Representative
Federica Mogherini, UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid
Ra'ad Al Hussein and UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Filippo
Grandi and urged them to take action
to alleviate the sufferings of the
Rohingyas of Myanmar.

The secretary general reiterated that
the OIC joined the international com-
munity in calling for the implementa-
tion of Annan Commission's recom-
mendations, saying these are long-
term goals and there is an urgent and
immediate need for lifesaving inter-
vention.

“The OIC stands ready to provide
humanitarian assistance,” he said and
reiterated the call on the Myanmar gov-
emnment to end the cycle of violence and
inhumane treatment of the Rohingya
people and provide a lasting solution to

must act to
prevent the gtnunde of the Rohingya.

The EU high representative in her
statement said the situation in
Northern Rakhine State in Myanmar is
extremely serious. She said there is an
urgent need for de-escalation of ten-
sion in Rakhine, on all side, and for full
observance of international human
rights law.

She said unrestricted humanitarian
access, including for aid workers, is
essential in order to reach those who
desperately need it.

“The European Union stands in
solidarity with the Bangladeshi author-
ities, who have played a crucial human-
itarian role in welcoming the refugees
who h.lvc arrived as a result of the
" said the EU official in a state-
mem on Wednesday.

The government of Myanmar has
committed to implementing the rec-
ommendations of the Advisory
Commission on Rakhine State. This
should be done without delay, read the
statement.

Earlier, UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres stepped up pressure
on the authorities, warning of ethnic
cleansing against minorities in
Rakhine.

In a rare letter to the UN Security
Council on Tuesday, he expressed
concen that the violence could epml
intoa” i

fan ¢

Us to send 3,500 more
troops in Afghanistan

REUTERS, Washingion

The United States will send about
3,500 additional US troops to
Afghanistan, US officials said, a figure
broadly in line with expectations as the
United States boosts support for the
Afghan military.

The disclosure by the officials on
Wednesday, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity, comes as Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis and Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine
General Joseph Dunford hold closed
door briefings with members of
Congress about President Donald
Trump's regional strategy.

The Pentagon said it would not
comment on additional troop num-
bers until Mattis makes an announce-
ment.

If confirmed, it would bring the
total number of US troops in
Afghanistan to about 14,500.

After a monthslong review of his
Afghanistan policy, Trump committed
the United States last week to an open-

ended conflict in the country and
promised a stepped-up campaign
against Taliban insurgents.

Last week Mattis said he had signed
orders to send additional troops to
Afghanistan but did not specify the
size of the force, saying he first needed
to brief Congress.

Us officials have for months told
Reuters that Trump had given
Mattis the authority to send about
4,000 additional troops to
Afghanistan.

The US presence in Afghanistan
peaked at more than 100,000 troops in
2011, when Washington was under
domestic political pressure to draw
down the costly operation.

Some US officials have told Reuters
they questioned the benefit of sending
more troops to Afghanistan because
any politically palatable number
would not be enough to turn the tide,
much less create stability and security.

To date, more than 2,300 Americans
have been killed and over 17,000
wounded in Afghanistan.

15 US states sue Trump

FROM PAGE 20
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program argues their state
economies will be hurt if residents lose
their status.

The lawsuit seeks to block Trump's
decision and maintain DACA.

The lawsuit claims Trump's deci-

He also warned that there was a risk
of ethnic cleansing in Myanmar that
could destabilise the region.

In Bangladesh, National Human
Rights Commission Chairman Kazi
Rezaul Hoque on Wednesday said the
persecution of Rohi in Myanmar

sionwas " d, atleast in part, by
a discriminatory motive" against
Mexicans, who are the largest benefi-
ciary of the program. It points to his
statements from the 2016 presidential
campaign.

The attorneys general also argue the

is tantamount to genocide.

“It is extreme violation of human
rights to persecute Ruhmgya and forre
them to leave their

g0 has not DACA
recipients that their application infor-
mation will not be used "for purposes
of lmmlgram.m enforcemem includ-

Myanmar,” hesaid in a statement.

Four killed in AL infighting
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Both Keramat and Bokhtiar have crimi-
nal records, and they had been involved
in outlawed Gono Bahini. They joined
the AL after the party assumed power in
2009, claimed police.

Keramat was elected Jhoudia UP
chairman in 2016 defeating Bokhtiar,
who became chairman of the UPin 2011

Ratan Sheikh, officer-in-charge of
Islamic University Police Station, said
some supporters of both groups were
locked in an altercation at Jhoudia Bazar
over lease of a water body and cattle
market around 1:30pm.

Around 2:30pm, both groups,
equipped with firearms and sharp weap-
ons, attacked each other. The clash that
lasted for around an hour left Nazrul and
Billal dead on the spot and injured 25
others.

The OC added that several gunshots
were heard during the clash.

The injured were admitted to different
hospitals and clinics in Kushtia and
Rajshahi, while the deceased bodies were
sent to Kushtia General Hospital morgue
for autopsies.

Keramat said the deceased were
involved with AL and claimed that they
were his supporters.

He alleged that defeated in UP chair-
man election, Bokhtiar and his men tried
to attack him and his men several times to

takerevenge.

The Daily Star tried to communicate
with Bokhtiar for comments, but failed as
his mobile phone was switched off.

Seven people were detained in con-
nectionwith thisincident.

In Jamalpur, two people were killed
and 11 others wounded in a clash
between two groups of AL activists in
Phuljur village of Madarganj upazila
yesterday.

The victims are Rashedul, 26, and
Sobahan, 40, of thevillage.

Quoting locals, police said Almas,
member of ward-7 unit of AL under
Jorkhali Union Parishad, and his men
were locked in an altercation with Jahurul
Islam, who is the member of the same
ward and a local Jubo League leader,
over the formation of Phuljur
Government Primary School's manag-
ing committee on Tuesday. At one
stage, Almas' men assaulted Jahurul.

Around 10:00am yesterday, Jahurul
and his men attacked Almas' supporters,
including his son Rashedul, in the village,
said Shahidul Islam, officer-in-charge of
Madarganj Police Station.

Critically injured Rashedul and
Sobahan were taken to the upazila health
complex and they were later moved to
Jamalpur General Hospital where doc-
tors declared them dead, said the OC.

Police detained seven people in this
connection.

In Satkhira, five people, including
Uzzal Ghosh, a president aspirant of BCL
Kulla union unit, were beaten up alleg-
edly by supporters of Delwar Hossain,
joint convener of Ashashuni upazila
unit Jubo League, at Kochua in
Ashashuni upazila early yesterday.

Uzzal alleged that Delwar along with
his nephew Khairul, another president
aspirant in the unit, and others attacked
him in front of Kochua Girls High School
around midnight.

‘When locals, including his father,
tried to save him, Delwar's men also
attacked them.

Police held two people in connection
with the incident, said Shahidul Islam,
officer-in-charge of Ashashuni Police
Station

UNB adds: Sreekol AL President Amir
Hossain was beaten up and his shop also
looted allegedly by some BNP activists,
led by BNP leader Abu Sayed Mandol, at
Sreekol Bazar on Wednesday evening,
triggering a clash that left 10 people
wounded.

Amir had a longstanding conflict with
Sayed over establishing supremacy in the
area, said Rezaul Islam, officer-in-charge
of Sreepur Police Station.

Paradise in pieces
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"We expect that the islands will need
extensive humanitarian assistance.”

As the storm raged westwards, it left
scenes of widespread devastation on
the islands with the roofs wrenched off
many buildings, dozens of huge ship-
ping containers tossed aside like
matchsticks and debris flung far and
wide, aerial footage from a Dutch
naval helicopter showed

Speaking to Dutch broadcaster RTL,
Koen, a 20-year-old who lives in the
town of Voorhout, said he was shocked
by what he saw after the storm passed.

"There is huge damage. Sand has
been blown over everything.
Everything s destroyed.”

With Irma raging for more than 33
hours, packing winds of up to 295
kilometres (183 miles) per hour,
French weather experts said it was
longest-lasting superstorm on record.

"Such an intensity, for such a long
period, has never been observed in the
satellite era,” which began in the early
1970s, said Etienne Kapikian of Meteo
France, indicating it would probably
remain a Category 5 storm until it hits
the Bahamas.

With around 80,000 people living
on St Martin, French and Dutch offi-
cials were racing to activate a rescue
plan to help their citizens.

On the French side, the storm
destroyed 95 percent of homes, offi-
cials said, as a 200-member delegation
flew in to Guadeloupe to coordinate
rescue efforts, headed by France's
Overseas Territories Minister Annick
Girardin.

Telephone networks were still down
on both sides of the island and French
officials warned the death toll could
rise as rescue teams scour far-flung
parts of St Martin as well as the nearby
French island of St Barthelemy, also
known as St Barts.

Home to around 9,500 people, St
Barts is known as a playground for the

rich and famous, among them
Beyonce, Steven Spielberg and
Gwyneth Paltrow.

As it raged through the region, Irma
also laid waste to Barbuda, part of the
twin island nation of Antigua and
Barbuda, which suffered "absolute
devastation" with up to 30 percent of
properties demolished, Prime Minister
Gaston Browne said.

"Barbuda now is literally rubble,
hesaid.

One person is known to have died
on the small island of 1,600 inhabit-
ants, apparently a child whose family
was trying to get to safer ground.

And on theisland of Barbados, a 16-
year-old professional surfer named
Zander Venezia died while trying to
ride a monster wave generated by the
storm, the World Surf League said.

Irma was expected to hit the north-
ern edges of the Dominican Republic
and Haiti later yesterday, continuing
past eastern Cuba before veering north
towards Florida.

More than half of Puerto Rico's
population of three million is without
power, with rivers breaking their banks
in the center and north of the island

here Governor Ricardo Rossello
activated the National Guard and

opened storm shelters sufficient for up
062,000 people.

US President Donald Trump has
already declared a state of emergency
for Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands
and Florida.

The storm will have a "truly devas-
tating" impact when it makes landfall
on US coastal areas, Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) chief Brock Long told CNN
yesterday.

"The majority of people along the
coast have never experienced a major
hurricane like this, " he said.

Irma was hitting the Caribbean even
as two other tropical storms, Jose in the
Atlantic Ocean and Katia in the Gulf of
Mexico, were upgraded to hurricane
status.

But the French weather service said
Jose, now a Category 2 storm, was
likely to bypass land, though it could
still dump huge amounts of rain that
would complicate rescue and recovery
operations.

As for Katia, still a Category 1 storm,
it is expected to hit the coast of the
Mexican state of Veracruz today.

With forecasters warning of catas-
trophe, including sea-level surges of up
to 25 feet above normal tide levels,
people evacuated tourist areas and
packed into shelters across an area
slret(hmg as far north as Florida.

I'm CJ thanks
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Moulvibazar Puro Janomilan
Kendra.

For lawyers, the chief justice said
they had to study on cybercrime.
"Respect for judges is the yardstick
to gauge how civilised a country is.
1 urge you to show restraint and
not to boycott courts. If any misun-
derstanding takes place with
judges, settle it through discus-
sions."

“We have made a lot of progress.
Now, nobody calls us a bottomless
basket.”

District Bar Association President
Ranjit Kumar Ghosh presided over
the function where its General
Secretary Mizanur Rahman, District
and Sessions Judge Abu Taher,
Chief Judicial Magistrate AGM AL
Masud and Moulvibazar Deputy
Commissioner Tofayel Islam,
among others, spoke.

11 cops sued
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As the trader failed to meet their
demand, the cops took him out of
the police station and gouged his
eyes, the lawyer said, adding that
policemen admitted him to Khulna
Medical College Hospital.

Shahajalal was later shifted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital. He
is now receiving treatment there.

Contacted, Officer-in-Charge
Nasim claimed Shahajalal was
arrested in a case filed by a woman
from Khalishpur area.

Quoting the case statement, he
said Shahajalal and his accomplices
snatched jewellery and cash from the
woman at around midnight on July
18.

Hearing her scream for help, locals
rushed to the spot and beat up
Shahajalal, the OC added.

On information, police reached
the spot and rescued him from the
mob.

Turkish first lady
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received her at the airport.

Hours earlier, Turkey's foreign
minister arrived in Dhaka in another
aircraft.

The visit followed the latest
bloodshed in Myanmar's Rakhine
state that resulted in the fresh
influx of Rohingyas into
Bangladesh.

On August 31, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan called his
Bangladeshi counterpart Abdul
Hamid and talked about the current
state of the Rohingya crisis. The
Turkish president supported measures
taken for the Rohingya issue by

hine State is expecting o face
thebrunt of the storm from Friday night.
Tourists in the popular Key West
islands were packing their bags on a
mandatory evacuation order, with a
similar order for residents due to follow.

Erdogan expressed concern over
the ongoing violence in Rakhine state
and assured Bangladesh's president
of full support and cooperation from
Ankara.

ing d detain-
ing, mdepomng non-citizens."

New York's Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman took the lead filing the
case in the Eastern District of New
York. He said that 42,000 New Yorkers
participate in DACA, and the end of
the program will be "devastating” for
them and would cause "huge eco-
nomicharm" to the state.

In commenting on the suit, the US
Department of Justice noted that
DACA was implemented under an
executive order by former President
Barack Obama, not through congres-
sional action.

"While the plaintiffs in today's
lawsuits may believe that an arbitrary
circumvention of Congress is lawful,
the Department of Justice looks for-
ward to defending this
Administration's position,” spokes-
man Devin M O'Malley said.

Trump's decision on Tuesday to end
the five-year-old program instituted by
former President Barack Obama
plunged almost 800,000 young peo-
ple, known as ' Dreamers,” into uncer-
tainty. The move drew criticism from
business and religious leaders, mayors,
governors, Democratic lawmakers,
unions and civil liberties advocates.

Trump, who delayed the end of the
program until March 5, shifted
responsibility to a Congress con-
trolled by his fellow Republicans,
saying it was now up to lawmakers to
pass immigration legislation that
could address the fate of those pro-
tected by DACA.

But the governor of Washington,
whose state joined the lawsuit, criti-
cised Trump for distancing himself
from a final decision on the program.

Trump said Tuesday he still has
"great heart" for the dreamers.

"The president has tried to shirk
responsibility for this, but let's be clear,
it is his hand on the knife in these
people's backs,” said Washington
Governor Jay Inslee at a press confer-
ence announcing the suit. "He can't
st put it on Congress. It is his respon-
sibility to fix this."

Other claims in the lawsuit are
based on the Administrative Procedure
Act, arguing the White House did not
follow the correct process in changing
the policy.

Legal experts have said that court
challenges to Trump's actions could
face an uphill battle, since the presi-
dent typically has wide authority when
it comes to implementing immigra-
tion policy.

Clothes that grow
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wider and longer when pulled, unlike
normal material such as a rubber band
which gets thinner.

He managed to capture this prop-
erty's effects through pleating the
material and heating it to seal it —
making his prototype clothing
washproof, waterproof and even
‘crumb proof'.

The garment - which is due to be
released on to the market shortly —
currently promises to fit any child
from the age of sixto 36 months.

Yasin's efforts awarded him the
national James Dyson Award, the
design prize inspired by Sir James
Dyson, the British inventor.

The young inventor, who studied
Aeronautical Engineering at Imperial
College London and then joined the
Royal College of Art's Global

Innovation Design course, secured a
£2,000 prize to further his idea

He will now compete internation-
ally for the £30,000 prize.

Yasin, from West London, said:
“Usually when parents buy ahead for
their children [to save money], the
clothes are big and floaty and massive
garments, but this is comfortable and
dynamic.

“I tried [the prototype] on my
nephew and niece and they both loved
the clothing, so my sister said I was on
to something and I decided to pursue it
properly.”

The clothing design, called Petit Pli,
is in the final stages of prototyping and
willsoon be on the production line.

Yasin says the clothing would be
‘competitively priced’ and save parents
money in the long run, costing tens or
hundreds, not thousands of pounds.

PM criticises Myanmar's
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evening, Hasina said Bangladesh has
given shelter to the displaced Rohingyas
purely on humanitarian grounds,

She described it as a big burden on the
country.

Hasina said the international com-
munity must take the responsibility in

Myanmar government so that they take
back their nationals who are now staying
in Bangladesh," she said in her intro-
ductory speech.

“Incidents are happening one after
another and [Rohingya] people are
coming here for shelter after losing all
they have. We're trymg our best to help

Shesaid the intrusion of the Myanmar

thisregard. and assist them."
The PM said the government has
taken i identify

in1978.

it wants to ensure that no terrorist under
the guise of refugee enters Bangladesh.

"We won't allow our land to be used
by any insurgent or for terrorist activities
against any country. Terrorists have no
religion and territorial identity."

The Turkish first lady appreciated
Bangladesh for giving shelter to the
displaced Myanmar nationals, saying
Turkey is trying to mobilise global
opinions against the persecution as the
entire world has the responsibility to
resolve the crisis.

She said Turkey would raise the issue
at the upcoming OIC Summit in
Kazakhstan.

During the central working commit-
tee meeting of ruling Awami League at
the Gono Bhaban, Hasina said her gov-
ernment wants Myanmar to take back
its nationals.

"We're putting pressure on the

"The most painful matter is that
women and children die every day in boat
capsizes.... itcan'tbetolerated, " shesaid.

Tangail road
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Sohag lost control and he died on the
spot.

Seriously injured Himel was first
taken to Tangail General Hospital. As
his condition was critical, doctors
referred him to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital but he died on his way to
Dhaka, headded.

On Wednesday afternoon, three
members of a family, including
two children, were killed when a bus
ran them over at Dubail of Delduar
upazila on Dhaka-Tangail highway.



