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Canal or fish gher?

Cultivation on 400 acres of Patuakhali land hampered

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patualhali

The DC asl

Farming on around 400 acres of land s pis regard

greatly hampered as an influential family
has started fish cultivation in the
Mongolbaria canal in Rangabali upazila,
stopping natural flow of water.

The family had begun fish cultivation
about eight years ago, turning the canal into
a fish enclosure locally called gher at
Borobaishdia union. It is an important
resource for farmers as well as the villagers.
Around 400 families rely on its water for
agricultural and domestic use.

Mongolbaria canal plays a vital role in
agricultural activities as it is the only natural
source of water in the area. The canal had six
branches that carried irrigation water from
nearby rivers. The farmers in the locality
were very happy as they could irrigate their
fields every year.

About eight years ago, Hasan Talukder,
Hussen Talukder and Masum Talukder
closed all six branch canals, constructing
cross dams at different points on the canal
to cultivate fish. The cross dams stopped
natural flow of water, depriving farmers of
water for irrigating their Aus and Aman
paddv and other crops.

ight farmers a com-
pldu\t to the deputy commissioner (DC) on
February 6 this year, requesting him to take
steps to free the canal.

Later, Chan Mia, union assistant land
officer, submitted a report to the DG through
the upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) on
February 27, recommending that steps be
taken to remove the fish enclosures to pave
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‘The woes of the local community regard-
ing the canal began 15 years ago when

blocked both entrances to the canal with
flood control embankment, which starved
the canal of water during the dry season and
resulted in flooding in the area during the
monsoon. Water flow returned to normal

canal with the Tulatali canal.

After instruction from the DC, the then
UNO ABM Sadiqur Rahman sent a letter to
Borobaishdia UP chairman asking him to

Sadiqur sent another letter to the UP
chairman on April 19, asking him to free the
canal within seven days, but in vain.

“Cultivation on over 400 acres of land

farmer Jahangir Talukder. “For the last eight
years we have not been able to grow Aus or
Aman paddy,

Hasan Talukder said, “I took lease of the
canal for a year from the Youth Development
in 2008 and since then I have
been cultivating fish in the canal.”

“I did not apply to renew the lease
because the authorities concerned stopped
giving lease from 2009,” he said.

said steps would be taken to free the canal
from occupiers considering the interest of
thelocal farmers.

the way for creating natural flow of water.

ked the UNO to take action in

Water Development Board

gate was built to connect the

this regard but the chairman

the canal water,” says local

even rear goats or cows, for

towater.

acting UNO Md Rezaul Karim
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Tortured youth found
dead in UP office

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Police recovered the body of a youth from inside Magura
Union Parishad (UP) office in Nilphamari's Kishoreganj
upazila early yesterday.

The deceased is Al-Amin, 35, son of Azizur Rahman of
Borovita village.

Quoting deceased's family members, Officer-in-Charge
(OC) Bazlur Rashid of Kishoreganj Police Station said Al-
Amin's in-laws mercilessly tortured him when he went to
their house to meet his wife on Tuesday night.

Locals, however, informed the police that after torturing
him severely, Al-Amin’s in-laws handed him over to Magura
UP Chairman Mahmudul Hasan Shihab, who ordered his
men to confine the youth at the chairman's office.

Later around 4:00am, the UP chairman phoned the OC
and informed him that Al-Amin committed suicide by
hanging himselfinside the office.

The deceased's father Azizur Rahman alleged that his son

9.5 tonnes relief
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while others had 14 or 20kgs of rice in them.
Rab seized the underweight sacks.

Executive Magistrate Alam further said
that after analysing the CSD documents,
they found more discrepancies. “We have
found a record which shows that 258 tonnes
of rice was supplied to Dhaka district Ansar
but we came to know that they only received
75 tonnesso far,” he said.

He further said that they are sending the
documents to the Anti-Corruption
Commission, recommending steps against
persons responsible.

Regarding this, lawmaker Syed Abu
Hossain told this newspaper that a section
of dishonest CSD officials are responsible
behind it and action needs to be taken
against them.

Contacted, Humayun Kabir, manager of
CSD granary, told The Daily Star that Rab

day,”

rice just after it crossed the main gate having
completed all formalities. Later, after mea-
suring the trucks yesterday at 2:00pm, they
found 9.5 tonnes of rice missing.

“We have already arranged the 30
tonnes of rice and handed it over to the
concerned party for relief at 6:00pm yester-
he said, adding that the granary in-
charge (GI) released the fresh batch of rice
after measuring it. It was then loaded into
the truck and a report was sent to the man-
ager's office.

“Ibelieve a section of workers and the GI
might be responsible behind it and we are
helping the Rab magistrate to take action
against the perpetrators,” he added.

Kabir further said that they have already
formed a three member committee to inves-
tigate the incident and he will be leading the
panel. The two other members of the com-
mittee are an a

istant manager and inspec-

died due to the barbaric torture by his in-laws. stopped two trucks carrying 30 tonnes of torof CSD
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MATHBARIA BNP LEADER MURDER
17 pro-AL men sued

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Twenty-three people, including 17 pro-Awami League men
were sued over the murder of a local BNP leader in
Mathbaria upazila of the district yesterday.

Habibur Rahman Talukder, a leader of Dhanisafa union
unit of BNP, was found dead near the toilet of Tushkhali
High School on Monday night.

Police arrested Masum Talukder, one named accused.

Locals said Habibur had a conflict with UP chairman and
Awami League (AL) leader Harun Ur Rashid Talukder and
his relative UP member Idris Talukder, also a local ruling
party leader.

Habibur was picked up by the cohorts of Harun and Idris
from near Tushkhali Bazar on Sunday after an altercation
between the sons of the victim and Idris in the morning.

The victim's family members alleged that Mathbaria
police refused to register a general diary (GD) with the
police station on that day when they wanted to file the suit.

Refuting the allegation, Officer-in-Charge KM Tariqul
Islam said Habibur's wife Maleka Begum filed a GD on
Monday and police accepted it.

Habibur's son Md Hafizur Rahman filed the case against
17 pro-Awami League men including Harun and Idris
Talukderand six unnamed people.

BGB-BSF
friendship
meet held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

A friendship meeting
between the border guards of
Bangladesh and India was
held at Hili Land Port in
Dinajpuryesterday.

Family members of
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) and Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) officials
also attended the meeting.

Dinajpur BGB Sector
Commander Col Zakir
Hossain and TG Simit, DIG
of BSF's Royganj Sector, led
their respective sides.

Col Zakir said such
meeting will help improve
the brotherly relations
between the two neigh-
bouring countries.
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