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Swarmed by Rohingyas, a group of students carrying relief items from Chittagong toss the clothing articles they had in the crowd yesterday. The photo was taken at Kutupalang area of Cox's
Bazar's Ukhiya upazila. Right, children play football in the no man's land near Tomru area in Bandarban's Naikhongchhari upazila yesterday.

Birth of Arsa
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Its second attack came on August 25,
sparking another genocide on the
Rohingyas, seen as the most persecuted
people in modern time.

As Suu Kyi had said, the emergence
of such an armed group was inevitable
in Myanmar where the Rohingyas are
considered as nothing more than mere
insects to be annihilated, where they
have no rights, no citizenship and no
protection. History has seen the rise of
such groups like the Chechen rebels
and the Tamil Tigers.

The Palestinian struggle is an epit-
ome of long-drawn conflict arising out
of total disregard for and repression on
a specific people with the outcome of
emergence of armed groups like
Hamas.

For now, Arsa seems just a small
band of enraged people. They have no
modern weapons - the recent two
attacks on Myanmar forces were made
with machetes and a few small arms.
For now, it is a group that has no siz-
able weaponry to sustain the struggle.
But that is how things remain in the
beginning - small but potent.

Small because as reports indicate,
Arsa does not have more than 1,000
fighters underits fold.

But potent because it is could turn
to be a diaspora-led movement - over
500,000 living in Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia -- that has its reach way beyond
the borders.

Brussels based the International
Crisis Group (ICG) in its 2016 report
titled Myanmar A new Muslim insur-
gency in Rakhaine state” said Arsa is
directed by Rohingyas based in Mecca
and Medina.

‘The pedigree of Arsa leader Ataullah
Abu Ammar Jununi, who often
appears in videos to castigate the
Myanmar junta's actions, is also worri-
some. He was born in Karachi in
Pakistan and raised in Saudi Arabia,
the breeding ground for Wahabism.

‘The ARSA's origin is the Harakah al-

Yaqin short-titled HaY (Faith
Movement), also raised by Ataullah.

As the ICG report says, Ataullah is
identified by the Myanmar govern-
ment as Hafiz Tohar and HaY as Aqa
Mul Mujahidin in Arabic, the meaning
of which is communities of fighters.

ICG also says Arsa gets its funding
from Rohingya diaspora as well as
from major private donors in Saudi
Arabiaand the Middle East.

Although so far nobody is saying
that Arsa has any religious motivation
in its struggle, but Islamist outfits like
the IS and al-Qaeda look out for such
Muslim enraged groups to raise their
army of extremists. It is now anybody's
guess whether Arsa will be drawn into
suchacauldron in future.

Arsa’s actions would only draw
more military crackdown on
Rohingyas in Myanmar. And the crack-
down would make it easier for Arsa to
recruit more members and draw more
funds from abroad. A vicious cycle of
violence would follow leading to an
uncertain future for the region and the
world as well.

Bangladesh, which is deeply com-
mitted to fighting terrorism, has a lot
of reasons to be worried too. It has so
far shown good diplomatic gestures
towards Myanmar. But an insurgent
group next door is unnerving. The
insurgent group may have links to
international terror groups as various
outfits have earlier expressed sympa-
thy to the persecuted Rohingya com-
munity and called for retaliation.

Bangladesh has patiently been
handling the influx of Rohingyas into
its territory for around four decades
since 1978. It has demonstrated good
gesture and never taken the issue to
any international forum against
Myanmar. It has been maintaining
good relation with the neighbour,
Now Myanmar should reciprocate
Bangladesh's good gesture and take
effective measures for repatriation of
the Rohingyas.
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Dhaka protests unprecedented Rohingya influx
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The Foreign Ministry summoned
Charge daffaires of the Myanmar
Embassy in Dhaka, Aung Myint, at
2pm yesterday when Manjurul Karim
Khan Chowdhury, Director General
(Asia & Pacific), handed over the pro-
testnote.

During the meeting with the charge
daffaires of the Myanmar Embassy in
Dhaka, the foreign ministry also
expressed concern at the reported
laying down of anti-personnel land
mines close to the zero line of the
border by Myanmar security forces.

Quoting UN agencies, the protest
note said an estimated 125,000
affected Myanmar nationals have
taken shelter in Bangladesh and tens of
thousands are on their way.

Suu Kyi slams 'fake info'
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Buddhist-majority country has come
under pressure from countries with
Muslim populations over the crisis, and
on Tuesday UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned of the risk
of ethnic cleansing and regional
destabilisation.

In a rare letter expressing concern
that the violence that has raged for
nearly two weeks in the northeastern
state could spiral into a "humanitarian
catastrophe”, Guterres urged the UN
Security Council to press for restraint
and calm.

Suu Kyi spoke by telephone on
Tuesday with Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan, who has pressed world leaders
to do more to help a population of
roughly 1.1 million he says are facing
genocide.

In a statement issued by her office on
Facebook, Suu Kyi said the government
had "already started defending all the
people in Rakhine in the best way possi-
ble" and warned against misinforma-

Thn new influx is an unbearable
burden on who

tionally recognised norms during any
operation.

has been hosting around four hundred
thousand Myanmar nationals who
had to leave Myanmar in several
rounds in the past owing to communal
violence and repeated military opera-
tions, " itsaid.

Bangladesh stressed that she must
not become the victim of repeated
violence and instability in Rakhine
State.

Bangladesh strongly opposed the
“disproportionate use of force and
gross violation of human rights by the
Myanmar forces”, regretting lack of
appropriate measures for the protec-
tion of civilian populations and asked
Myanmar to strictly adhere to interna-
tional human rights laws and interna-

tion that could mar relations with
other countries.

She referred to Tweets of images of
killings posted by Turkey's deputy
prime minister that he later deleted
because they were not even from
Myanmar.

"She said that kind of fake informa-
tion which was inflicted on the deputy
prime minister was simply the tip of a
huge iceberg of misinformation calcu-
lated to create a lot of problems
between different countries and with
the aim of promoting the interests of
the terrorists,” the social media state-
mentsaid.

The latest violence in Rakhine state
began 12 days ago when Rohingya
insurgents attacked dozens of police
posts and an army base. The ensuing
clashes and a military co
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In the protest note, Bangladesh also
expressed concern at the lack of access
of humanitarian agencies in the
affected areas. “This may further deteri-
orate the situation forcing

press release, Bangladesh demanded
Myanmar government take immediate
steps to stop the ongoing influx of
Myanmar nationals into Bangladesh
and requested Myanmar to address the
real cause of the exodus.

civilians to cross over to Bangladesh.”
Expecting good neighbourliness
from Myanmar, Dhaka hoped that
Myanmar's government will ensure
that measures taken by Myanmar
forces in Rakhine state do not affect

Bangladesh.
stressed

It i taking
and appropriate measures of protec-
tion by Myanmar for unarmed civil-
i | communities regardless of
ty and religion.

Bangladesh also urged Myanmar to
take immediate measures to take back
all Myanmar nationals who crossed
overto

on the urgent need for unrestricted
humanitarian access of relief agencies
toall the affected areas of Rakhine state
without any exceptions.

According to a foreign ministry

Farlier, Aung Myint was summoned
on August 26 and and on
September 2 when the foreign ministry
also protested the huge influx of
affected civilians entering Bangladesh.

on Rakhine unrest

critics of not ﬁ)r h

ity that has long, rsecu-
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pes
tion, and some have called for the
Nobel Peace Prize she won in 1991 as a
champion of democracy to be revoked.

Myanmar says its security forces are
fighting a legitimate campaign against
"terrorists” responsible for a string of
attacks on police posts and the army
sincelast October.

Myanmar officials blame Rohingya
militants for the burning of homes and
civilian deaths. But rights monitors and
Rohingya fleeing to neighbouring
Bangladesh say the Myanmar army is
trying to force them out with a cam-
paign of arson and killings.

Reuters reporters saw hundreds more
exhausted Rohingya arriving on boats
near the Bangladeshi border village of

have killed at least 400 people and
triggered the exodus of villagers to
Bangladesh.

LANDMINES ON BORDER

Suu Kyi has been accused by Western

on Tuesday, the
exodus was far from over.

Vivian Tan, a spokeswoman for the
UN refugee agency, UNHCR, said one
camp in Bangladesh, Kutupalong, had
reached "full capacity" and resources at

Migration said humanitarian assistance
needed to increase urgently and that it
and partner agencies had an immediate
funding gap of $18 million over the
next three months to boost lifesaving
services for the new arrivals.

Myanmar has been layinglandmines
across a section of its border with
Bangladesh for the past three days, two
government sources in Dhaka said,
adding that the purpose may have been
to prevent the return of Rohingya
Muslims fleeing violence.

Bangladesh formally lodged a pro-
test yesterday against the laying of land
mines so close to the border, said the
sources who had direct knowledge of
the situation but asked not to be named
because of the sensitivity of the matter.

A Myanmar military source said
landmines were laid along the border in
the 1990s to prevent trespassingand the
military had since tried to remove them,
but none had been planted recently.

'Standoff' ends with 7 dead
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offthatbegan at4:00am.

Rab had earlier claimed to have evacu-
ated the people in all the other flats but a
tenant of a fourth floor flat Rubina Begum
yesterday said she along with her two
daughters stayed until 11:00pm Tuesday.

“I did not hear anyone asking
Abdullah and his family to surrender. I
heard some sounds of explosions and
gunshots,” Rubina told The Daily Star
yesterday afternoon.

Her 15-year-old daughter echoed the
same.

Rubina said her 10-year-old daughter
was mentally challenged and now she is
traumatised.

Motiur Rahman, muazzin of a local
mosque, said Abdullah used to offer
Zuhr and Ast prayers once or twice a
week. “After the prayers, he used to
preach to some locals citing from the
mosque’s hadith book 'Fazale Amal', a
book widely used by Tabligue Jamaat
followers,” he added.

‘The Rab DG yesterday said Abdullah
was an Al Ansar (helper) of Jama‘atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB). He used
to provide shelter and food to members
of the banned outfit and collect funds
forit.

Slain militant leaders Sarwar Jahan,
Gulshan café attack chief coordinator

‘Tamim Chowdhury, arrested JMB leader
Sohel Mahfuz and many other JMB
leaders spent nights at the flat, the Rab
DG claimed.

He also said Abdullah had used his
houseasa trainingcentre for militants.

Abdullah got involved in militancy in
2005. He joined a new faction of JMB in
2012 which Sarwar had formed, said
Benazir.

One of the members of [Majilsh-e]

ura committee of the offshoot last year
dlsdoced Abdullah’s name and Rab had
been looking forhimsince then.

Refusing 1o disclose the Sura mem-
ber's name, the Rab DG only said he was
injail.

“We tried to save the innocent chil-
dren and women but the children of the
militants are not safe from violent
[Khuni] mentality of the militants,”
Benazir said.

Since the explosives were composites
of acid and other materials, the blasts
werestrong, said the Rab chief.

He said an explosion left a two-
square-feet hole in the floor of one of the
rooms in the flat and caused a fire in the
flatunderneath.

The explosion was so strong that
rubbles and fragments of window glasses
were found 500 metres away.

Rab said Abdullah earlier told them

that he had 50 improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) in his possession. Most of
them were exploded on Tuesday.

Rab found a few unexploded onesand
twobarrels of petrol.

Benazir in his briefing also said the
temperature in the rooms of fourth floor
flatwas very high, still between 55 and 60
degree Celsius,

It was quite impossible to stay for
more than two minutes, he sai

He said they could not splay water
inside as evidence could get compro-
mised.
‘The third and fourth floors of the
building were seriously damaged and
engineers would decide if it was habit-
able, headded.

At 6:30pm yesterday, Rab and fire
service personnel suspended their work
until momingtoday.

/Aman in his 30s, Abdullah used to rear
pigeons athomeand wasinvolved in refrig-
erator repairs and building and supplying
1PS and UPS to shops. He had been a resi-
dent of the area for the last 10 to 12 yea
localsand othersourcessaid.

Many of his pigeons were killed in the
explosions and subsequent fire.

‘Wishing anonymity, a CTTC official
on Tuesday said, “We had information
about Abdullah, but we never raided his
houseas he had severed his ties with JMB.

Six workers electrocuted, killed
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Filling Station on the Dhaka-Syhet high-
way at Gokulnagar under Raipura

Ibrahim Mia of Bhairab, owner of the
garage, rented a portion of the filling
station and built the garage there five
years ago, locals said.

Yesterday, the garage was dismantled
as the five-year deal between Ibrahim
and the filling station authority
expired recently, according to locals.

The incident took place when the
workers, who were hired by Ibrahim,

were carrying a movable iron staircase
of the filling station,

At one point, as the staircase came
beneath an electric line set up above the
garage, it touched the line and electro-
cuted the workers, leaving five of them
dead on the spot.

Garage-owner Ibrahim went into
hidingfollowing theincident.

Md Shairul Islam, general manager of
Narsingdi Palli Bidyut Samiti-2, said the
electric line carries 11,000 volts of
electricity.

He claimed the line is set up 25 feet
above the ground and that it had no
technical faults when the incident took
place.
Raipura Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Md Abdullah and OC Delwar visited
thespot.

Tigers fight back but Aus on top
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washed out and only 54 overs were
played, after Australia resumed on 225
fortwo.

But it was David Warner who
grabbed everyone's attention after
resuming on 88. The lefi-hander was
stuck on 99 for 15 deliveries before
dispatching a full toss from Nasir
Hossain and unleashing his signature
celebration for his 20th Test century,
andsecond on the trot.

It was the left-hander's slowest Test
century by a quite a margin. He took
209 balls to reach the landmark, hand-
ily eclipsing the previous 154 balls he
had taken to bringup a ton against India
inAdelaidein 2014.

He also became the sixth Australian -
- after Bob Simpson, Allan Border,
Damien Martyn, Mike Hussey (twice),
and Michael Clarke - to hit back-to-
back Testhundreds in Asia.

However Warner will probably
blame himself for the dismissal of his
partner Peter Handscomb, who began
the day on 69. Australia's vice-captain
called for a single before denying
Handscomb, who could not make up
the ground before Shakib Al Hasan's
throw ricocheted off the stumps. The
right-hander walked back after a solid
knock of 82 runs from 144 balls as the
152-run third-wicket stand was broken

The home side were desperate to
seize the momentum after but dropped
catches would become a feature of the
day, starting with Mehedi Hasan fum-
bling a rather straightforward chance at
gully off Mustafizur Rahman to give
Glen Maxwell areprieve.

At the other end Warner was looking
to stretch his hundred into an even
bigger score, but Mustafizur, who was
celebrating his 22nd birthday, lool«d
charged up and

skipper when Warner mistimed a pull
and hit it straight to gully where Imrul
Kayes, on his third attempt, held onto a
sharp catch. The southpaw departed
after scoring a magnificent 123 off 234
balls, aknock that featured seven fours.

However, Bangladesh continued to
be haunted by dropped catches and
again it was Mehedi, this time off his
own bowling, who failed to grab onto a
forcefully hit shot from Hilton
Cartwright on six. The off-spinner
redeemed himself by removing the
batsman for 22 after Soumya Sarkar
took a catch at slip as Australia went for
teaon 321 forfive.

In the last session, Bangladesh
claimed four wickets for 56 runs
through the efforts of Mustafizur,
Mehedi and Shakib.

Wicketkeeper Matthew Wade was
first to go as the score became 342 for
six, trapped in front by a full, incoming
delivery from Mustafizur. Wade
reviewed the decision, but replays
showed that it was a pretty straightfor-
ward dismissal.

our runs later Maxwell was dis-
missed by a diving catch from keeper
Mushfiqur Rahim after the ball went
off his bat and pad off Mehedi's bowl-
ing. Pat Cummins and Ashton Agar
carried the score to 364 before
Mehedi got one to turn back in
sharply and hit an unsuspecting
Cummins on the pads after the right-
hander had shouldered arms. Nigel
Llong turned down the appeal, but
Mushfiqur quickly reviewed, and the
ball was shown to be crashing into
off stump. The decision was over-
turned, and Nasir added a bit of
humour to proceedings as he mim-
icked the umpire and raised his
finger alongside Llong

t the
deck with aggression before ﬁnally
reaping his reward.

He scalped the Sunrisers Hyderabad

Riote drama Tolloeed 25 Soumya
dropped the sitter of sitters at slip when
Agar edged Shakib with the score on

374 for eight. Fortunately for
Bangladesh, Shakib produced a beauti-
ful finger-spinner's delivery two runs
later that drifted away from the left-
handed Agar, invited the drive and spat
straight through the gap to hit timber
and leave Australia at 376 for nine.
There was just one more over of action
as the umpires decided it was too dark
for play to continue. Mustafizur and
Mehedi ended with three wickets each
while Shakib and Taijul Islam grabbed
oneapiece.

The second Test will enter its climax
when play resumes earlier on the fourth
day, half-an-hour earlier than sched-
uled. For Bangladesh, it will be a test for
their batsmen to step outside their
comfort zone and deliver something
extraordinary, while the visitors will
want to stretch their lead to near the
hundred mark and try to utilise a pitch
which has already started to produce
huge turn from the footmarks.

AFGHANISTAN
Poverty drives
child soldiers
into endless war

AFP, Ghazni

The rescue this summer of dozens of
Afghan youths destined to be trained
as Taliban fighters has spotlighted how
entrenched poverty is fuelling a renew-
able supply of child soldiers to end-
lessly replenish the insurgents' ranks.

Afghan forces freed almost 40 chil-
dren during multiple raids near the
Pakistani border. Officials said traffick-
ers working with the Taliban had
recruited the boys, some as young
as four, from poor families by promis-
ing to provide them with a religious
education.




