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Bangladesh batsman Sabbir Rahman (C), batting on 66, lost his balance while trying to sweep a leg-side dellvery from Nathan
icketkeeper Mathew Wade (R) dislodged the bails in a flash to wrest back the il
session of the first day of the second Test at the Zahur Ahmed

Lyon as Australi

y Stadium in
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BANGLADESH:Fistinnings ~ R/B. 4s/6s
TamimibwbLyon o 0
Soumyalbwblyon im0
ImnilbwbLyon 4o
MominullowbLyon e 20
ShakibcWadebAgar w2 30
Mushfiqurnotout Qi s
SabbirstWadeblyon & 6

Nasinotout
s 05 s
Totk (For6wkisind0owers) 253

Fallofwickets 113,221, 370,485, 5117, 6

)

m.
Tobat: Mehed Tal, Mustafzur.

Bowler Roow
Qmmis 7 4 B0
byon 6 s
Okt 0 0 N0 0
Agar w6 46 1
Mawel 30 6 0
Grwight 5 1 160

AUSTRALIA: Steve Smith (capain), David
Warmer, Ashton Agar, Hiton Gartwight, Pat
Cummin, Peter Handscomb, Matthew Wade,
Steve0'Keefe, NathanLyon Glenn Marviel, Matt
Renshan.

Star India bags
IPL rights for
$2.55 billion

REUTERS, Munbai

Star India will pay a stag-
gering 163.48 billion
rupees ($2.55 billion) for
the television and digital
rights of the Indian Premier
League (IPL) for the next
five years, the country's
cricket board announced
on Monday.

Sony, the only other
bidder for the television
rights of the world's richest
domestic Twenty20 compe-
tition, offered 110.5 billion
rupees but lost out to Star's
consolidated offer for the
worldwide rights from
2018 to 2022.

Bidders for digital rights
included Supersport,
Facebook, Airtel, Bamtech
and Jio. Of the 24 compa-
nies that bought the tender
document, 14 made bids.

"We believe the IPL is a
very powerful property, and
we believe there is lots
more value that can be
created for fans of cricket
on digital and TV," Star
India chief executive Uday
Shankar told reporters.

"India, cricket and IPL
have changed dramatically
since 2008, and this bid is
a reflection of that,” he said
of the mammoth bid.

It also reflects the
world's second most popu-
lous nation’s obsession
with cricket, especially the
20-over format, despite a
spot-fixing scandal in 2013
which led to the ban of
several players and two-
year suspensions of two
IPL teams.
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Pitch still a mystery

MAZHAR UDDIN

Even before the
start of the two-
match Test series
between
Bangladesh and
Australia, the pitches in Dhaka and
Chittagong had been the centre of
discussion among players and team
managements of both teams.

In the first Test, Bangladesh man-
aged to utilise home condition and the
pitch to great effect in a dramatic 20-
run win in Dhaka, so the curiosity was
just heightened over the wicket at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in
Chittagong.

Expecting a lot of turn and purchase
for the spinners, both teams opted to
go with just one pacer in the line-up,
indicating yet another spinning para-
dise but after the first day things look a
bitdifferent.

There was hardly any turn since
Bangladesh captain Mushfiqur Rahim
elected to bat again after winning the
second toss of the series. The wicket,

Ehy

which looked dry despite being under
covers for long periods in the rainy
port city, was a decent batting track on
the first day with the odd ball kicking
every now and then, but it was still
hard to score runs initially.

There are four more days to go, and
this pitch may still have a lot to offer. It
was learned that the pitch will start to
change its nature and offer more turn
from the latter half of the second day if
there is enough sunshine to dry things
up further.

Off-spinner Nathan Lyon adapted
to the pitch very quickly, and latched
on to the fact that the ball tends to skid
onif there was more pace behind it.

The top four Bangladesh batsmen
were dismissed in similar fashion,
playing for the turn which was non-
existent and therefore missing the line
ofthe delivery to be trapped in front.

An on-song Lyon may have picked
up five wickets but said that it was a
docile pitch and that he had to perse-
vere to get the wickets.

From opener Tamim Igbal to num-

ber

Kohli's eyes on 2019 WC

PTI, Colombo

Virat Kohli has his eyes

firmly fixed on the World

Cup in England and the

|/ Indian captain wants to

"address" the selection issue

in a transparent manner

selecting "a bunch of 20-25 players”, who

will form the core group going into the
marquee eventin 2019.

Kohli will be facing some happy selec-
tion dilemmas with senior bowlers Umesh
Yadav, Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra
Jadeja and Mohammed Shami all available
for selection for the upcoming limited overs
segmentin India.

On the other hand, the junior spinners
like Axar Patel, Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav have done more than decently
inIndia's 5-0 'whitewash' against Sri Lanka.

"The best thing is transparency. We will
address it and tell them that this is a bunch
0f 20-25 people, who will make the proba-

ble-list for the World Cup and everyone has
an equal opportunity to be tested at differ-
ent stages," Kohli said at the end of the ODI
series against Sri Lanka.

Kohli reminded that it will be a challenge
for all spinners, who are in contention for
Cup berth.

“It's going to be a challenge amongall the
bowlers and the spinners that are going to
be in the part of the bigger group to make it
to the 2019 World Cup. As I said, we don't
want to be predictable in any way and we
want to have an X factor if possible with the
bowlingattack as well," he added.

*We will find the core group for World
Cup quickly only if the guys perform in the
next couple of big series coming up because
then the mindset becomes different of
taking anyone anywhere in the world. So I
think those series will be very important for
us to find the right balance as a team,” Kohli
said referring to the upcoming Australia and
New Zealand series.

PERFORMER OF THE DAY

Australia off-spinner
Nathan Lyon set a
unique record yester-
day, the first day of
the Chittagong Test,
ashe became the only
bowler in history of
Test cricket to get the
first four batsmen of the opposition team

di before. The 29 Id
quickly realised, as soon as Australia lost
the toss and were asked to bowl, that there
was not much on offer on the docile first-

NATHAN LYON

day surface at the Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhury Stadium. So the wily off-
spinner kept persisting with his immacu-
late line and length and varied his pace,
getting the top four batsmen dismissed
with straighter, slightly quicker deliveries
at that, as the Bangladesh batsmen met
their downfall either by being pinned
back or playing down the wrong line.
Lyon was a bit fortunate with his fifth
wicket, that of Sabbir Rahman, but after
the hard work he put in that bit of fortune
was well-earned.

four Mominul
departed without being able to adapt
to the pitch properly, which may
pique the interest of spinners in the
Tigers camp, but then again it will be
a daunting task for the bowlers to
execute their plan.

However, according to Sabbir
Rahman the highest scorer for the
home side after the first day, it is still
not sure what will be an ideal total in
the first innings and that could well
keep the Aussie batsmen in a bit of
doubt as to how to approach the
innings when they come out to bat.

It will be crucial for Bangladesh to
post a score near or above 350 and at
the same time the bowlers need to
bowl in the right areas, as Lyon did,
when there was no help from the deck.

Heading into the second day the
pitch remains a mystery for both sides,
but at least the home side will feel
slightly optimistic as the visitors may
have to face the music if the wicket
starts to deteriorate and favour the
home spinners.
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Sabbir finds
his niche

SPORTS REPORTER

There had been curiosity
about Sabbir Rahman's role
in the Test side ever since he
made his debut against
England in October last year

at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury in

Chittagong. The right-hander started his

Test career batting at number eight in the

first innings against England to allow a

nightwatchman to go before him and batted

at number seven in the second innings to
scorean unbeaten 64 and share in an 87-run
with Mushfiqur Rahim.

In between he batted at number seven,
five, six and four and yesterday, on the first
day of the second Test against Australia at
Chittagong Sabbir hit his highest score of 66
-- an innings that gave some indication of
his role. Similar to his debut Test, he shared
a valuable 105-run partnership with his
skipper Mushfiqur Rahim yesterday to help
Bangladesh bounce back from an inauspi-
cious start.

Sabbir's batting was in high contrast to
the determined straight-batted patience of
Mushfiqur, as he attacked the bowlers to
seize back the initiative from the Aussies
who were on top having reducing the home
sideto 117 for five an hour after tea.

“I practiced a lot. I am yet to play many
Test matches, so I don't have that much
experience in Test cricket. The important
thing for me is to play my own game on such
a wicket. Scoring runs is important... I may

get out if I try to stay, so my focus was to
increase the total score. It is my role in the

team,” Sabbir explained after making a 113-
ball 66 that contained six fours and a six.

“In our 100th Test match (in Sri Lanka),
I batted at number four and scored 40 odd
runs in both innings. Whether I am on zero
orahundred, batting at number four does-
n't matter; the most important thing is
how I can set my mindset. It's not as if I was
demoted to seven because of a bad score;
it's because of team combination,” he
continued.

The 25-year-old right-hander was glad
to have provided support to his captain.
“Mindset is important. My intention was
very clear before going to the middle and I
batted accordingly and became successful,
though the score could have been much
better. I am however happy that I could
contribute something for my team and
tried to support my captain,” he said,
adding that he enjoyed the sledging of the
Australian team.

“I enjoyed my batting while they were
sledging. I also didn't miss the opportunity
to give them a proper reply,” he said.

Sabbir was also not unhappy with the
first day's outcome as Bangladesh scored
253 for six at stumps. “Overall we played
good cricket and scored 253 runs. Yes, it
could have been much better had we lost
fewer wickets but we played good cricket on
the first day which made us happy.”

He however said that the pitch became a
mystery to him during his innings.

“I cannot say what the behaviour of the
pitch will be on the second and third days.
Here, the most important thing for us is to
play good cricket,” he said.

Bangladesh skipper Mushﬂqur Rahim sweeps forcefully through square leg during a
resolute, unbeaten 62 on the first day of the second Test at the Zahur Ahmed

y Stadium in
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I had to curb my ego: Lyon

of Australian wicket-takers with 261 -- came on an unre-

SPORTS REPORTER

&

in India, Lyon's Asian
fortunes has seen a sharp
turnaround, and after
picking up his second five-
for on the two-Test tour of
Bangladesh, Lyon credited
the change to learning to
curb his ego and adapting
to subcontinental condi-
tions while also keeping a
bit of his Australian meth-
odsintact.

“I've watched a lot of
footage of [Ravichandran|
Ashwin, who in my book is
probably the No. 1 spinner
in the world. So in these
conditions it's all about
adapting and learning and
probably putting your ego
aside, and what works for

me in Australia probably doesn't really work here in the
said Lyon after the first day's play in the
second Test in Chittagong yesterday. “Saying that it's also
my strength, so I can't go too far from that, I have to put my
g0 away and really bowl with confidence, in my terms

subcontinent,”

‘bowl ugly'.”

His six Tests so far in the subcontinent this year have
yielded 33 wickets at the vastly improved average of 21.75. It
will no doubt please him that his third five-wicket haul in a
row in as many Tests -- also taking him to seventh in the list

Nathan Lyon has not had the best of
time on the subcontinent before 2017.
For long a reluctant strike bowler in
cicer Australia's ranks, Lyon had failed to
impress in the spin-friendly condi-
tions of Sri Lanka and India, averaging an ordinary 42.57 for
his 42 wickets from 11 matches ending in their 3-0 drubbing
in Sri Lanka last August. But since this year's four-Test series

cleverly mixed

With five of the six wickets to have fallen so far, Australia
off-spinner Nathan Lyon was the star of the first day of the

second Test in Chittagong yesterday.

onthe firstday.

Itspeaks to how cautious Australia are in the aftermath of
an unexpected defeat that on a day that they lost the toss and
still kept the opposition to 253 for six on a good pitch, Lyon
though honours were even.

sponsive wicket. He realised the docility of the pitch and

his pace, hurling in some quicker ones that

skidded off the surface and getting the first four Bangladesh
batsmen trapped in the crease. It was the first time in Test
history that the top four batsmen in a Test innings were out
leg-before to the same bowler.

“That [bowling ugly] might be round-arm for me, trying
to undercut the ball a little bit more but using my stock ball
as a variation,”

said Lyon, who operates as a classical off-

__ spinner at home, flighting
the ball and inviting loop
and turn. “I think I've
learnta lot in the subconti-
nent and I'm embracing
the challenge,

“The pitch was pretty
good, to be fair, there's not
much spin there at all. 1
think 1 bowled four
straight ones early and all
hitthe pads.”

Lyon said that yester-
day's heat and humidity
was one of the toughest of
his cricketing life and had
words of praise for
Australia's lone pacer Pat
Cummins, who looked on
the verge of collapse by the
time stumps were drawn
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“It’s pretty even. They played well. Sabbir [Rahman] and

end of the day

90th over.”

the skipper [Mushfiqur Rahim| batted really well. But at the

1 was pretty proud of our bowlers' efforts to

go out there and keep fighting all the way through to the



