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Wife of dead
'TMB man’
on remand

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Wife of Alam Pramanik, a
suspected Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh
(IMB) man who died in an
explosion on Sunday, was
placed on a seven-day
remand on Tuesday.

Police produced Parveen
Akhter before a Mymensingh
court seeking 10-day remand,
said Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP)
Mohammad Noor-e-Alam.

The court granted seven-
day remand for her, the
ASP said, adding that
Parveen will be interro-
gated at the DB office here.

Alam Pramanik died in
an explosion while making
bombs at his rented house in
Bhaluka upazila on Sunday.

Three drown

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Three people, including
two children, drowned in
Comilla and Faridpur
yvesterday.

Two children accidentally
fell into a pond while play-
ing on its bank and drowned
at Laxmipur village in
Comilla's Barura upazila,
reports a correspondent.

The deceased were
Kaspia Akter, 3, daughter of
Kabir Hossain, and her
cousin Saifa Akter, 3,
daughter of Sohag Hossain
of the village.

Meanwhile, farmer
Shahid Khalashi drowned
in a canal in Faridpur
Sadar, reports our corre-
spondent.
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Hog plum trees, planted beside roads, adorn many places in different upazilas of Jhalakathi, as commercial cultivation of the fruit, locally
called amra, is gaining popularity. The photo was taken from Satpakia in Nalchity upazila under the district.
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Roadside hog plum brightens
Jhalakathi farmers’ llves

OUR CORRESPONDENT, [halakathi

Planting of hog plum, locally
known as amra, along highways
and roads in different upazilas of
the district has brought solvency to
many local farmers.

Usually, roadside lands remain
unused or were used for planting
timber trees in the past but now the
surroundings has changed as most of
the roads in the district are lined with
hog plum trees, local farmers said.

By planting 170 hog plum trees
along the village road spending

only Tk 30,000, a farmer has
earned around Tk 11 lakh in the
last 12 years and became a model
to many local farmers.

Farmer Kamal Hossain Talukder
of Putiakhali village in Rajapur
upazila has successfully applied
the idea of farming hog plum
commercially in the area.

Seeing Kamal's success many
farmers in the district started plant-
ing hog plum trees on roadside
lands.

“In the year 2005 1 planted 170
hog plum trees along the roadside,

which usually remain unused
Kamal said.

“Within three years of planta-
tion the trees began to flower and |
earned Tk 60,000 by selling the
fruit that year, which later
increased to Tk 70,000 to Tk
1,30,000 every season,” he added.

“I don't need to take my pro-
duce to the markets for selling
those as buyers purchase the item
from my garden and I receive the
money at home,” said Sobuj, a
farmer from Nalchity upazila.

“Generally a hog plum tree

lives up to 20 to 30 years, " Rajapur
Upazila Agriculture Officer Reaz
Ullah Bahadur said, adding that it
1S an easy way to earn a huge
profit.

"We are inspiring farmers to
use the roadside lands for grow-
ing hog plum,” said Deputy
Director (DD) Sheikh Abu Bakar
of the Department of Agriculture
Extension in Jhalakathi,

The buds appear in the trees in
April and May and the fruit is
plucked in August and September,
added the DD.

Neo JMB leader
Rakib arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

The Special Branch (SB) of police
arrested the information and technology
(IT) affairs commander of Neo JMB's
313-Badori Sainik Group and seized
jehadi books and mobile phone from
his house at Tangbhanga village of
Hatibandha upazila on Tuesday night.

The arrestee, Rakibul Islam Rakib,
29, son of Korban Ali of Tangbhanga
village of Hatibandha, is also an absconding accused in a
sabotage case and earlier he was in jail for 10 months in the
case for abducting one Mosabber Hossain Khandaker, also a
JIMB man, said Siddigqur Rahman, sub-inspector of
Lalmonirhat §B police.

“Rakib, also known as Nanga Tarbari, Provater Muazzin
and Badori Sainik, confessed to police that he was involved
in the attack on Dinajpur’'s Kantaji Temple. He conducted
13 Facebook IDs for campaigning against the government.
His mobile used for organisational campaign has also been
seized,” said SM Rashidul Haque, superintendent of police
in Lalmonirhat.

Police continued interrogating Rakib for getting more infor-
mation about other JMB members and their activities in the area.

Body to ensure health
services for the poor

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A sub-committee was formed yesterday to ensure health
service for the poor and distressed people of the district.

The committee was formed at a programme organised by
Thakurgaon civil surgeon at the conference room of his
office in the morning.

Speakers at the view exchange meeting held an elaborate
discussion under the banner of 'Ensure health service for
poor, distressed and hapless people'.

Among others, government officials, local leaders of differ-
ent political parties and representatives of several social organi-
sations, journalists and teachers took part in the discussion.

Thakurgaon Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Abdul
Awal attended the programme as the chief guest with
Thakurgaon Civil Surgeon Dr Abu Mohammad Khairul
Kabir in the chair.

They also urged the well off people to come forward and
extend their helping hands in ensuring health service for the

poor and distressed people who are also part of our society.
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