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PRESENCE OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

HC halts scrapping
of vessel till Oct 5

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday halted scrapping of MT Producer
(North Sea Producer), an imported scrap vessel now at a
ship-breaking vard in Chittagong, and removal of its waste
till October 5, as a radioactive material has been found in
one of its pipes.

The court also sought an assessment report whether there
is radiation in the ship, purchased by Janata Steel Mill (Ship
Breaking Yard), from the expert committee formed by the
government. The government has been asked to submit the
report by October 5.

The bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md
Jahangir Hossain passed the order after hearing a petition filed
by Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (Bela).

Bela recently submitted the petition as supplementary to
a pending writ petition, saying that the representatives from
the Department of Environment, Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission, Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory
Authority, and the Marine Port Initiative of Bangladesh
Customs have visited 11 points of the MT Producer and
prepared a report on their findings.

[n the report, they said Gamma Radiation Dose Rate in
one point of the 11 points is much more than the
Background Radiation Level, which is harmful for public
health, Bela said in the supplementary petition, adding if
the ship is scrapped, accidents might take place.

Barrister Fida M Kamal with assistance from Advocate
AM Aminuddin Rizwana Hasan and Advocate Sayeed
Ahmed Kabir appeared for the writ petitioner.

Move on for
new political
alliance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of several political
parties met last night as part
of their continuous bid to
forge an alliance beyond the
combines led by the Awami
League and the BNP,

The three-hour meeting
was held at Nagorik Oikya
Convener Mahmudur
Rahman Manna's office on
the capital's Topkhana Road.

Subrata Chowdhury and
Mafizul Islam Khan Kamal
of Gonoforum,
Khalequzzaman of
Bangladesh Samajtantrik
Dal, Abdul Malek Raton of
Jatyia Samajtantrik Dal,
Saiful Haque of Biplobi
Workers Party, Mahfuzur
Rahman Titu of Bikalpa
Dhara Bangladesh, Bazlur
Rashid Firoz of
Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal and Shahidullah Kaiser
and Mominul Haque of
Nagorik Oikya were present.
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The Kalyanpur canal has witnessed it all -- encroachment in the form of permanent to makeshift bridges and illegal

structures, and dumping of waste from nearby households. Slowly but surely, this vital artery of the capital is being

choked to death. The photo was taken in Agargaon's Kamal Sarani area recently.
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ATTEMPT TO KILL HASINA
Prepare paper book of
case on priority basis
CJ asks HC officials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha yesterday asked the
officials concerned of the High Court to prepare on priority
basis the paper book of the case filed for attempting to
murder Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for quickly settling
its death reference and appeals.

A paper book contains all the details of a case, trial pro-
ceedings, statements, evidence, verdicts and other docu-
ments. The book is necessary for the HC to hear and dispose
of a death reference oran appeal.

HC Additional Registrar Sabbir Faiz told The Daily Star
the chief justice would assign an HC bench to hear the death
reference and appeals of the case after the paper book will
reach the court.

He also said the paper book of the case might be pre-
pared within a month.

The death reference of the case reached the HC last week
for examining the trial court verdict that sentenced 10 persons
to death. Earlier on August 20, 10 persons were given death
penalty for trying to assassinate then PM Sheikh Hasina by
planting a 76-kg bomb in Kotalipara of Gopalganj in 2000.
The trial court also sentenced one person to life term impris-
onment and three others to 14 years of rigorous imprison-
ment. Ten other accused were, however, acquitted as charges
brought against them were not proven.

Among the 14 convicts, nine were sentenced to 20 years'
imprisonment for making the bomb.

ACC sues
RN Sweaters
chairman,

MD, 4 others

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) has
filed a case against manag-
ing director of RN Sweaters
Ltd and five others for
allegedly misappropriating
Tk 10.81 crore loan from
state-owned Bangladesh
Krishi Bank (BKB).

ACC Deputy Director
Shamsul Alam filed the
case with Tejgaon Police
Station against RN Sweaters
MD Rashidun Nabi
Chowdhury, his wife and
RN Sweaters chairman
Hosne Zaman Chowdhury,
former senior principal
otficer of BKB Shah
Sharfuddin Ahmed, former
assistant general manager
Sarwar Hossain and former
deputy general managers
Jubair Manjur and ABM
Ataur Rahman.

PRIVATE MEDICAL COLLEGES

Why MBBS course fee
Tk 19.9 lakh

HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPOMNDENT

The High Court yesterday questioned the legality of the govern-
ment's decision fixing Tk 19.9 lakh as the admission and tuition
fees and intern allowance for each candidate of MBBS and BDS
courses in private medical colleges across the country.

The court issued a rule asking the authorities concerned
to explain in four weeks why the decision should not be
declared illegal.

The health secretary, director general of the Directorate of
Health Services, vice chancellor of Dhaka University,
Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council, Dhaka National
Medical College and its governing body have been made
respondents to the rule.

The HC bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim and Justice Md
Jahangir Hossain passed the rule following a writ petition
filed recently by Supreme Court lawyer Eunus Ali Akond
challenging the legality of the government's decision.

The health ministry on October 26, 2014 issued a notice
fixing Tk 19.9 lakh as the admission and tuition fees and
intern allowance for each of the MBBS and BDS admission
seekers in private medical colleges.

In the petition, Eunus said the ministry has no authority
to impose any condition for the admission of private MBBS
and BDS students since Bangladesh Medical and Dental
Council are entrusted with dealing the issue.

The government decision is discriminatory for the pri-
vate MBBS and BDS admission seekers, he also said in the
petition.

Quayuum, 45.

died on the spot.

In Rajshahi city, a woman was killed
and five others injured as a bus rammed
a battery-run three-wheeler and two
motorcycles in Railway Station area.

The deceased -- Rubina Khatun, 35,
of Mundumala in Tanore upazila --

The injured are Rubina's husband
Minarul Islam, their eight-year-old
daughter Fatima Khatun, Rubina's
cousin Sanzida Khatun, 9, and two
motorcyclists Ahsan Habib, 40, and

Four killed in Rajshahi accidents

Ziarul Islam, 35.

In Godagari upazila, a truck helper
was killed when a truck ran him over at
Dayingpara intersection on
Chapainawabganj-Rajshahi road.

The deceased is Zahid Hassan, 18,
of Chapainawabgan).

In another accident in Godagari
area, a man was found lying on a road
in a pool of blood in Ujanpara area.

Police said the man -- Akhtar Ali, 75,
of the area -- might have been killed in
aroad accident.
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