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EID JOURNEY HOME

Not so bad on rails,

rough on

STAR REPORT

Holidaymakers who began travelling on
advance train tickets yesterday left for home
hassle free as most of the trains, except the
ones in morning hours, departed from
Dhaka on time.

Five trains scheduled for around 8:30am
were delayed for one to two hours due to
damage to one railway track in Dhaka
Cantonment Station area. The rail line was
restored nearly two hours later.

Passengers travelling by buses, however,
suffered immensely on Dhaka-Tangail
highway, as vehicles moved slowly on bat-
tered roads and due to a huge pressure of
vehicles compounded by Saturday night's
heavy rain.

Travellers to 19 south-western districts
have been suffering at Paturia and Daulatdia
ferry ghats for the last two days as ferry ser-
vices are hampered for strong currents of the

roads

Padma river and a shortage of ferries.

Cattle-laden trucks have remained
stranded for three days at Daulatdia ghat
under Goalunda upazila of Rajbari district.
Until yesterday evening, more than 600
vehicles including 400 trucks were seen
lined up on Daulatdia side waiting for ferry
to cross the river.

Following excessive rains and floods
twice in just four months, the journey home
for millions of holidaymakers before the
Eid-ul-Azha, to be celebrated on September
2, 1s likely to be rough and long as the condi-
tion of a large part of the country's national
and regional highways is appalling.

The situation might get worse if it rains in
the days leading up to the Eid, according to
bus operators.

Against the backdrop, Road Transport
and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

ARI pushes to
end speeding

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speeding is the primary and secondary
cause of 74 percent of crashes, yet there is
no effective measure to rein in drivers,
according to the Accident Research
Institute of Buet.

Heavy and light vehicles are involved in
65 percent of the crashes, thanks to
unskilled drivers, ARI said conducting
research on data of the last 17 years.

Against this backdrop, ARI along with
four stakeholders prepared proposals for

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

HAJJ PILGRIMS

All likely to make it

RASHIDUL HASAN

Almost all the pilgrims have reached Saudi Arabia to perform hajj by last
night, officials at the Hajj Camp, Biman Bangladesh and Saudi Airlines say.

“Of the 126,249 intended pilgrims, around 125,480 have gone to Saudi
Arabia as of last night. The remaining 769 pilgrims will fly to Saudi Arabia
tomorrow [today],” Saiful Islam, director, Hajj Camp at the city's Ashkona,
told The Daily Star yesterday.

“We hope there will be no problems for the rest as Biman and Saudi
Airlines have three more hajj flights scheduled for tomorrow [today], the
last day for sending pilgrims,” he added.

Hajj Agencies Association of Bangladesh (HAAB) Secretary General
Shahadat Hossain Taslim said, “I can assure you that not a single pilgrim

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

Community
fridge serves
the hungry

NDTV ONLINE

Roads and Highways Department workers fixing a large pothole that formed at Elenga in Tangail causing huge
tailbacks on both directions yesterday. The road was patched up there only two days ago. rHoTo: MIRZA SHAKIL

A 'community refrigerator’
near Chennai's Elliot's
Beach is changing the way
the hungry are fed. Those
who are hungry can just
take away from the fridge
without asking anyone.
But who supplies the
food? The community.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Man 'making
bomb' dies
in explosion

STAR REPORT

A man was killed in a blast
reportedly while making
bombs at a house in
Bhaluka upazila of
Mymensingh yesterday.

[dentity of the wvictim,
aged around 40, could not
be known until filing this
reportat 10:00 last night.

“The explosion occurred
inside a room of a one-
storey building around
5:30pm leaving one person
dead on the spot. We suspect
the person might be a mem-
ber of a militant organisa-
tion,” Syed Nurul Islam,
superintendent of police in
Mymensingh, told The
Daily Star.

The man rented a room at
the house owned by one
Azim Uddin at Kashar village

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Businessman
abducted in
Gulshan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

I Inknown criminals abduc-
ted a businessman from in
front of a bank in the capi-
tal's Gulshan yesterday
afternoon.

Aniruddha Kumar Roy,
53, managing director of
RMM Group, was abducted
when he came out of the
bank around 4:20pm.

As soon as he came out,

SEE PAGE 13 COL 8

Female students cycling to school in the remote area of Kamalganj upazila of Moulvibazar. To reduce dropout
rates, the Kamalganj upazila administration distributed 80 bicycles to female students of 13 high schools helping

to make their long commutes, between their homes in tea gardens and schools, easier.

PHOTO: MINTU DESHWARA

Bikes keeping girls in school

MINTU DESHWARA with ANDREW EAGLE

For class-eight student Moni Chattri who lives in
Hazaribagh tea garden in Moulvibazar's Kamalganj
upazila, reaching school was arduous. Every day she had to
cover the twelve kilometres from home to the campus of
Vandarigaon High School on foot, returning the same way.
She didn't always manage. But nowadays Moni reaches
school more regularly and with ease because she has a bicycle.

On June 11 this year, the Kamalganj upazila administra-
tion distributed 80 bicycles to female students of 13 high
schools to reduce dropout rates and help students from
distant homes reach class.

“I'm really happy to get a bicycle,” says Moni. "I wasn't very
interested in attending school before because of the long walk.
Now it's quite convenient. I will take good care of my bicycle.”

"Having a bicycle encourages me to study properly,”
says another recipient Pranti Chasa, a class-six student at
Tetoigaon Rashid Uddin High School.

“Never again will transport problems prevent me from
attending school.”

Vandarigaon High School's headmaster, Abdul Matin,
says the upazila administration's bicycle initiative has
been helpful in encouraging education for girls.

“Since the bicycle distribution, the attendance of female
students at our school has become more regular.”

Local council member of Madhabpur union, Paul
Kuraia, also sees meritin the scheme.

“Parents are more comfortable sending their daughters
to school now,” she says, “and that makes it easier for them
to enrol in high school and ultimately pursue higher

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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9852466

'\ For Appointment,
247% Emergency &
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PRAYER TIMING
» AUGUST 28

‘ "‘H Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN  4-2512-454-45 6-38 8-00
JAMAAT 5-00 1-15 5-00 641 8-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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