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FLOODS IN 10 NORTHERN DISTS

Tk 321cr loss 1n
fisheries sector

KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Like him, many fish cultivators in

Fisheries sector in 10 northern districts has
faced a loss of Tk 321 crore due to the

floods.

Of it, fish and farm structure worth Tk
300 crore in eight districts of Rangpur divi-
sion, approximately Tk 20 crore in Noagaon
and Tk 1 crore in Joypurhat were washed
away by the flood water, said fisheries offi-

cials in the affected districts.

Fish and infrastructure of around 90,000
ponds in eight districts of Rangpur division,
including Dinajpur, Rangpur, Thakurgaon,
Panchagarh, Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat,
Gaibandha and Kurigram,

floodwater.

“Such massive damage in fisheries sector
was never seen before. The damage caused
by the flood in 1988 was less than this
yvear's,” said Jalal Uddin, a resident of Biral

upazila in Dinajpur.

In Dinajpur, fish worth Tk 2 crore of a fish
farm at Sukh Sagar swam away due to the
flooding. The 40-acre pond located in
Dinajpur town was leased to Azam Khan.

Azam said it is impossible for him to

Dinajpur suffered massive losses as the
fish, fish fry and structures surrounding
the ponds were washed away by the
floodwater.

Ahsanul Kabir of Borobari village in
Rangpur's Gangachara upazila said fishes of
his 9.5-acre pond were washed away due to
the flood. The market price of the fishes was
Tk 10 lakh.

Adaitha Chandra Roy, deputy director
(DD) of the Department of Fisheries in
Rangpur, said fish of 90,000 ponds of eight
districts were badly affected due to the flood.

Meanwhile, fish and structures beside
623 ponds were washed away by flood water
in Joypurhat.

The loss was Tk 1.09 crore, said District
Fisheries Officer Abdul Jalil.

Away in Naogaon, fish and infrastructure
of Tk 20 crore were washed away by flood
water, said district fisheries officials.

Shamsul Alam of Hulibari village in
Manda upazila said fish of his three leased
ponds worth Tk 12 lakh went under flood
water.

District Fisheries Officer Abdul Hannan

went under
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overcome the massive loss he faced due to  said figure of losses would be higher on Local people catch fish in a flooded paddy field of Kaugaon area PHOTO:
the flood. completion of their assessment. the district swam away due to flooding. bl s e
GANG RAPE OF 13-YR-OLD Businessman

Teenager held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridput

Police arrested an accused in
a case for gang raping a 13-
year-old girl from Suagram
village in Gopalganj's
Kotalipara upazila yesterday.

The arrestee is Anik
Baidya, 19, son of Khokon
Baidya of the village, said
Shahadat Hossain, sub-
inspector of Kotalipara
Police Station.

Anik was later produced
before a court that sent him
to jail, said the OC.

On August 15, Anik
along with his five cohorts
waylaid the schoolgirl
while she was returning
after visiting Suagram
Temple in the area around
11:00pm. The criminals
later took the seventh
grader to a nearby sawmill
and raped her there,

On Saturday, the victim's
father filed a rape case,
accusing Anik, Dipankar
Baidya, 25, Shimul Baidya,
19, Roni Baidya, 18, Tamal
Boyaragi, 19, and Sumon
Biswas, 18.

Hindus protest
damage of idols

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

People of Hindu community in the district formed a human
chain yesterday, protesting the vandalising of idols in two
temples on Saturday.

The hour-long human chain was formed in front of
Dinajpur Press Club at 11:00am.

Speakers at the programme urged the government to
ensure punishment to those involved in the vandalism.
They also urged the police not to harass any innocent peo-
ple by implicating them with the incidents.

Police and locals said two unidentified criminals on a
motorcycle went to the central cremation yard around
1:30am on Saturday and damaged three idols, including
that of Goddess Kali, in Kali Temple. Then they went to
Roypara Durga Temple in Sadar upazila and damaged the
under construction idols there around 2:30am.

The incidents triggered panic among the Hindus in the
district.

Police arrested Md Bappy Shahariar, 32, and Shakhawat
Hossain in connection with the incidents.

Ranjit Kumar Das, a member of Roypara Durga Temple
committee, filed a case with Sadar Police Station, accusing
eight people.

Police produced the arrestees before the Court of
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate Biswanath Mondal,
seeking 10 days' remand for each of them.

Hearing on the remand petition will be held on Tuesday,
said Sub-Inspector Nayan Chandra Roy, investigation offi-
cer of the case.

Surprisingly high levels
of disability in Kushtia

BY AMANUR AMAN with ANDREW EAGLE

That disability and poverty reinforce
each other is a well-appreciated socio-
logical phenomenon. Thus the results
for Kushtia district of the latest social
welfare department survey into dis-
ability come as quite a surprise. While
Kushtia has the lowest poverty rate in
the country, at around 3%, the
approximately 36,000 people with
disabilities identified across its six
upazilas position the district as hav-
ing the highest disability rate nation-
ally. The reasons for such an anoma-
lous outcome are yet to be deter-
mined.

“Research says that poor nutrition,
dangerous working and living condi-
tions, limited access to healthcare,
poor hygiene and sanitation, along
with natural disasters are among the
leading causes of impairment,” says
Professor ANM Rezaul Karim of eco-
nomics department at Kushtia's
Islamic University. Rates of disability

also tend to be higher in rural areas
than in cities and towns.

Yet in many of these factors Kushtia
rates quite well as compared to other
districts.

"We have found that the poisonous
affects of tobacco burning is causing
disabilities in infants in Mirpur,
Daulatpur and Kushtia Sadar
upazilas,” says MA Quader, the execu-
tive direction of a local non-
governmental organisation that works
in the disability field. “We have also
observed that among low income
earners in the district, where the inci-
dence of disability is high, sharp pov-
erty prevails.”

"However, more research is needed
to discover the overall reasons for a
high disability rate in Kushtia,” he
adds.

For Kushtia's disabled population,
life 1s not easy. Eleven-year-old Alhaj
Uddin, for example, from Zagolba
village in Khoksa upazila is one of
three siblings, all of whom are physi-

cally-challenged. "I can eat once a day
with my family, either morning or at
night,” he says. “The rest of the time I
have to manage food from passersby.”
Alhaj spends his days sitting on a mat
under a roadside tree adjacent to his
home. “I do not beg, but passersby
know to give me something.”

Alhaj used to have a welfare card,
granted by the Khoksa upazila welfare
office, which entitled him to a pension
of Tk 500 per month. “But this year |
have been denied the card,” he says,
“for causes unknown.”

According to Kushtia's social wel-
fare department, their funding cannot
cope with demand. “We provide bene-
fits to 12,135 people,” says its deputy
director Roksana Parvin, “but there are
36,000 people in the district with
disabilities.” She says the number of
people covered by the welfare scheme
is due to rise to 20,427 in the coming
financial year, with the monthly bene-
fit each receives rising from Tk 500 to
Tk 600.

FROM PAGE 18
three criminals, who were in

a microbus, forced
Aniruddha into the vehicle
and sped away, said Abu
Bakar Siddique, officer-in-
charge of Gulshan Police
Station, who had seen foot-
age of CCTV cameras
installed nearby areas.

Aniruddha's nephew
Kollol Hazra filed a GD with
the police station in this
connection. Police, however,
could not find the business-
man as of 12:30am today.

"Several teams are on it,"
said the OC.

The police official told
this correspondent that
Aniruddha, who runs
export-oriented leather
business, has two partners.
"We are looking into
whether there is any enmity
with his business partners.”

Meanwhile, Kollol said
his uncle Aniruddha went to
Gulshan for business from
his office in Bangla Motor.

"Nobody has called us
demanding ransom or
anything else as of 12:30am.
The family is extremely
worried. We want his imme-

diate return, " Kollol said.

Due to shortage of ferries on Paturia-Daulatdia route and huge pressure of passengers ahead of the
Eid, Dhaka-bound trucks, loaded with sacrificial animals, have to stand in queues at Rajbari's
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Daulatdia ghat for hours or even days.

SHORTAGE OF FERRIES ON PATURIA-DAULATDIA ROUTE

Cattle traders, passengers bear brunt

festival.

While visiting the area on Saturday
afternoon this correspondent found
over 600 vehicles, including 400 cattle-

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Passengers of different vehicles and
cattle traders using Paturia and
Daulatdia ferry ghats (terminals) have
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to stand in queues for hours or even
days due to huge pressure of vehicles,
strong current of the Padma river and,
most importantly, shortage of ferries.

Passenger buses are taking 10 to 12
hours to cross the river at both ends
while it takes three to four days for the
capital-bound cattle-laden trucks
entering through Daulatdia ghat in
Rajbari's Goalunda upazila.

Transport workers fear that if the
number of ferries on the route is not
increased before the upcoming Eid-ul-
Azha it will be tough to keep the ferry
service normal.

Besides, home goers of 19 south-
western districts will face serious prob-
lems in the coming days before the Eid

laden trucks, stuck in queues at
Daulatdia ferry terminal.

Moreover, the number of cattle-
laden trucks is increasing ahead of the
Eid.

One of the bus staff said although
the night coach reached Daulatdia
ghat on Saturday night, it arrived at
Patuaria terminal yesterday morning
around 10:00am.

A ferry staff, seeking anonymity,
said due to the strong current of the
Padma river normal ferry services are
seriously hampered.

Earlier, it took 35 to 40 minutes to
reach Daulatdia from Paturia but now
itis taking 80 to 90 minutes, he added.

Mukul Mia, driver of a Dhaka-
bound cattle-laden truck, yesterday
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