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HACKERS STUN BARCA FANS

Hackers sent Barcelona fans nto meltdown after the club' officalTwitter account announced the
signing of Angel Di Maria from Paris-Saint Germain. After news emerged that Barca willsue Neymar
after his PSG move, the Spanish club'ssocial media account was breached by security hacking group

OurMine. On Wednesday morning, Barca's official account tweeted: “Welcome Angel Di Maria to FC
Barcelona! #DiMariaF(B". The 29-year-old has been linked with a transfer to the Nou Camp after
Neymar's departure to Paris. But Di Maria is currently still a PSG player. Eventually, OurMine claimed
responsibility for the hack by tweeting: "Hi FC Barcelona,it's OurMine (Security Group), please
contact us - ourmine .org -> Contact Us, and sorry for the hoax." - —AGENCIES

Nadal, Federer brace
for historic showdown

AFP, New Yorl:

Their rivalry has stretched 13
years and 37 matches but
Rafael Nadal and Roger
Federer have never met at the
US Open, a staggering anom-
aly which seems certain to be corrected at
2017's concluding Grand Slam.

Nadal, back on top of the world rankings
for the first time in three years, is a two-time
winner in New York, his 2010 and 2013 titles
forming part of his 15-Slam portfolio which
was embellished by a record 10th French
Openin June.

Federer, the five-time US champion, is
bidding for a 20th major and third of the
year after capturing the Australian Open and
Wimbledon titles.

Victory in the men's final on September 10
would also make the 36-year-old the oldest
US Open champion of the modern era and
oldest overall since Bill Tildenin 1929.

‘The path to thetitle for Nadal and Federer has
been eased by the removal of two-time
champion Novak Djokovic, who has shut down
hisseasonto recoverfrom an elbowinjury.

Also out of the way is defending cham-

US OPEN

pion Stan Wawrinka, another long-term
casualty who is facing knee surgery.

Add into the mix the ongoing hip
problems of 2012 champion Andy Murray,
and all the indications point to a tournament
where the sport's two most durable warriors
are likely to be amongst the last men standing.

Not that they are getting carried away by
their prospects.

Nadal, 31, heads to New York on the back
of a quarterfinal loss to Nick Kyrgios in
Cincinnati and a Montreal last-16 defeat to
Canadian teenager Denis Shapovalov.

“New York is a completely different
event,” said Nadal, who has not got past the
fourth round at the US Open since 2013
“Different ball and in the history of my
career in New York I played much better.

Federer, meanwhile, is looking to move
beyond Pete Sampras and Jimmy Connors
by claiming a sixth US Open.

"Winning my third of the year, my 20th
Grand Slam, would be completely insane. I
just hope I'm going to be 100 per cent ready
when the moment arises, " said Federer who
missed the 2016 US Open to rest a knee
injury.

The following are a few D
samples of stories that did

not make the print edition.
However, if they pique your

AFP, Johannesburg
interest, you can always

e Villiers quits as
SA ODI skipper

read them online on The
Daily Star website by simply
scanning the QR codes
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listed below:

Bolt's 31st birthday st i
bonanza estteams,” he
Hehasheen |5 Bearing thi
clubbing and

checkingoutall I
the nightlife that England has
had to offer after retiring from
the track at the IAAF World
Championships earlier this
month, and Usain Bolt had
‘even more reason to celebrate
on Monday as he celebrated
his 31st birthday.

India expect their best
India will once @

againbe tional break.
expected to be at
their ruthless best old. “I want to

when they take ona Sri
Lanka, which has hit nadirin
both form and confidence,in

"I really do feel refreshed and revived,"

Star batsman AB de Villiers quit as South
Aftica one-day international (ODI) skipper

ut ¢ itted to senti
his country in all three cricket formats.

“Faf du Plessis has proved to be an
outstanding captain of the Twenty20 and
dinastatement.
in mind, I have informed Cricket South

Africa thatIwould like to step down as ODI captain.

"It has been an honour to lead the team for the past six
years, but it is now time for someone else to take the ODI
side forward. Whoever is chosen as the new ODI captain
will have my complete support.”

De Villiers rejected media claims that he was cherry-
picking when to play for South Africa and putting himself
before the team.

"Thatis simply not true. That has never been true. Playing
for South Africa is, and will always be, the greatest privilege
of mylife," hess

He missed the recent 3-1 Test series defeat in Englan

De Villiers said mental and physical tiredness and r.
ayoung family had forced him to take a temporary interna-

aid.

ng

said the 33-year-
get back on the field and today assured the

national selectors that I will be available for selection in all
three formats of the game during the coming season.”

Bursting onto the scene with a freckled, fresh face, Wayne Rooney (L) lit up the 2004 Euros with four goals before injury ended his tournament.
However, the boy matured into a man and, after being handed the Three Lions' captain's armband, overtook Sir Bobby Charlton (R with Rooney)
as England's most prolific goalscorer 12 years later just ahead of what would be his final tournament, the 2016 Euros. PHOTOS: AFP

Rooney quits England duty

53 with 53 goals, Rooney is
"Playing for England has always been special to me.

England's all-time leading scorer,
Every time I was selected as a player or captain was a real  jyt four goals ahead of Sir Bobby

AFP, London

‘m England's record goalscorer Wayne prjyilege and I thank everyone who helped me. But I Chariton
Rooney announced on Wednesday he is  pelieve now is the time to bow out.” _
retiring from international football with Rooney, England’s most capped outfield player ever, 179 Wayne Rooney has the

E immediate effect after manager Gareth
tried to recall him to the squad

The 31-year-old - scorer of 53 goals in 119 appear-
ances for his country - told Southgate of his decision
duringa phone conversation on Tuesday.

Southgate had phoned Rooney - who had lost both the
captaincy and eventually his place in
the squad as he became a peripheral
figure under Jose Mourinho at

said his sole purpose now in football was to ensure
Everton won trophies.

He had alluded to what his priority was in his post-
match interview on Sky Sports on Monday after he joined
Alan Shearer in scoring 200 Premier League goals -- made
sweeter as it came against Manchester United's city rivals

Manchester City.
ENGLAND'S BES "Leaving Manchester United
was a tough call but I know I made

second-most caps for the England
national side with 119, just behind
Peter Shilton's 125.

74 Rooney has made the most
appearances in competitive
matches (World Cup, European
Championship and qualifiers) for

Manchester ld 51ited IESl season -to  PLAYER 205025';017 Gos‘;s cﬁ? the right decision in coming home 5:139‘3?:5 He has played 74 such
¢ imon : s e :
foitt fornewdub Everon. BobbyChariton ~ 1958-1970 49 106 a’aﬁr‘t‘;"gm?:‘lil ‘:n"“‘l;i‘g“\i?":u: _—
Rooney has looked rejuvenated  GaryLineker T I o b s 37 He has also scored the most
and happy - scoring in both their  JmmyGreaves 19591967 44 57 i N oals for England in competitve
PPy 8 - Rooney, who another former 9 [ D
Premier League matches so far -- _ MichaelOwen 1998-2008 40 8 . England great Gary Lineker said  Matches. 37 of his 53 goals have

since he re-signed for the club that come in competitive matches.
nurtured his talent as a teenager.

"It was great that Gareth Southgate called me this week
to tell me he wanted me back in the England squad for the
upcoming matches. I really appreciated that,” said Rooney
inastatement sent to Press Association Sport.

"Having already thought long and hard, I told Gareth
that I had now decided to retire for good from interna-
tional football. Itis a really tough decision and one I have
discussed with my family, my manager at Everton (Ron-
ald Koeman) and those closest to me.

earlier Wednesday had been

unlucky to be the only world-class player in many
England sides, had one regret that he had never lifted a
trophy with his country.

"One of my very few regrets is not to have been part of
asuccessful England tournament side,” said Rooney.

"Hopefully the exciting players Gareth is bringing
through can take that ambition further and 1 hope
everyone will get behind the team.

"One day the dream will come true and I look forward
to being there as a fan -- orin any capacity.”

18 years At 18 years and 351
days, Rooney is England's youngest
player to feature in a World Cup
Qualifying match.

17yearsAt 17 yearsand 317
days, Wazza is England’s youngest
ever goalscorer.

the second one day interna-
tional, on Thursday.

Napoli, Sevilla, Celticinto
(L group stage

Alose Callejon
goal helped

the Champions League group
stage on Tuesday, while Sevilla
also went through and Celtic
suffered a scarein Kazakhstan
before winning their play-off
tie.

Smith turns T20 coach
Former South
Africa skipper
andbatsman Rt
Graeme Smith will be among
the coaches when the maiden
Twenty20 Global League
starts in the republic this
November. He will lead
Benoni Zalmi, one of eight
teams in the tournament.

While the animosity between Neymar and Barcelona's board has continued, the
club's players enjoy a healthy relationship with their former teammate. The

feared MSN trident -- (L-R) Luis Suarez, Neymar and Lionel Messi -- reunited at
the Brazilian's son's hirthday party yesterday.
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Griezmann
handed
2-game ban

AFP, Madrid
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France international forward
Antoine Griezmann was
handed a two-game ban by the
Spanish Football Federation
on Wednesday after he was
sent off at the weekend for
insulting the referee.

The 26-year-old was
dismissed during Atletico
Madrid's 2-2 draw at Gerona
on Saturday.

He also received a 600-
euro ($700) fine, while
Atletico were penalised 700
euros. Both have the right to
appeal their sanctions.

Griezmann will miss
league matches against Las
Palmas on Saturday and
Valencia on September 9.

Microbiological test « erfire
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