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Flood takes toll on ducks

Around 600 water birds died due to food crisis in Sunamganj

MINTU DESHWARA, back from Sunamganj

Around 600 ducks died due to food
crisis following the recent flood in
Sunamganj Sadar upazila, adding to
the woes of farmers in the area.
Farmers living in and around the
haor areas have been struggling to

under water.

to the food crisis.
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Around 600 ducks died due to acute food crisis in flood affected Sunamganij
haor areas. The photo was taken at Lalpur village in Sunamganj Sadar

upazila a few days ago.

sy,

manage food for their domestic fowl as
their houses and farmlands are still

Sadar Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(LUNO) Israt Jahan Fatema said the

union parishad chairmen confirmed
that around 600 ducks have died due

Fatema said the government has
prepared a list of the affected farmers

to provide them with necessary sup-

port through the local administration.

Wasim Mia of Lalpur village told
this correspondent that he had 200
ducks, of which, 52 died last week for

lack of food.

fowl.

PHOTO: STAR

Harun Mia, owner of 500 ducks,
said the water birds are becoming weak
and dying one after another as they are
not getting enough food.

He said the duck breeders would
face loss if the government does not
take necessary measures to overcome
the crisis of feed for farm animals and

District Deputy Director of the
Department of Livestock Md Belal
Hussain told this correspondent that
he had informed the higher authorities
about food crisis of the domestic birds.

Divisional Deputy Director of the
department
Chowdhury said they have sent sam-
ples of the dead ducks to Sylhet Field
Disease Investigation Laboratory to
know the cause of the deaths of the
water birds.

Dr Gias Uddin

AL leaders now calling for C]
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SC judges for misconduct or
incapacity. Last year, the
High Court declared the
amendment illegal and the
decision was upheld by the
SC on July 3 this year. The full
verdict came on August 1.
Archrivals AL and BNP
took no time to react -- the
former slamming parts of it
while the latter praising it.
Food Minister Qamrul
[slam was the first AL leader
to publicly demand the CJ's
removal at a programimme
organised by Bangabandhu
Awami Ainjibi Parishad, a
pro-AL lawyers' association,
in the capital on August 10.
"The chief justice threat-
ened Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina by citing the refer-
ence of a Pakistan court
order that disqualified their
Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif. By doing this, the
chief justice has violated his
oath. Therefore he has to
resign from office," said
Barrister Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh, member secretary
of Bangabandhu Awami
Ainjibi Parishad, yesterday.
Otherwise, he threat-
ened, they would wage a
movement from October.
Taposh was addressing a
meeting organised by the
Parishad on the Supreme
Court Bar Association pre-
mises to discuss the 16th
amendment wverdict.
Parishad Convener Yusuf
Hossain Humayun, SM
Rezaul Karim, Nurul Islam
Sujon MP and Rabiul Alam
Budu also spoke.

Sources in the AL said the
party would mount pressure
on the C] so he “"thinks
twice” before making any
comment about the govern-
ment. Besides, the party will
now highlight the CJ's
remark comparing
Bangladesh with Pakistan.
Party leaders believe that
this way they can mobilise
public opinion against the
CJ], whose tenure officially
ends in January next year.

Besides, the party will
raise voice against Justice
Sinha in the upcoming
parliament session that
begins on September 10.

On Monday, Hasina
blasted the chief justice “for
comparing Bangladesh with
Pakistan” and said, "This is
very disgraceful that
Bangladesh has been com-
pared with Pakistan. This is
not tolerable at all.”

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, a central commit-
tee member of the AL said,
"We will put pressure on the
chiefjustice.”

The party will now ham-
mer on this Bangladesh-
Pakistan comparison, an
emotional issue since the
1971 Liberation War,
because people will support
the AL on this, added the
leader, asking not to be
named.

During the hearing of
Masdar Hossain case, also
known as judiciary separa-
tion case, the C] on Sunday
said the Pakistan Supreme
Court recently disqualified
the prime minister, but

there was no fuss.

The AL is also waiting to
see what the president does
on the matter as Hasina met
him on August 16 to convey
him the government as well
as the party's stance on the
verdict.

At a human chain in
Chittagong yesterday, AL
Publicity Affairs Secretary
Hasan Mahmud called on
the CJ to resign for “break-
ing his oath” and “violating
the constitution”,

Chittagong (north)
district Chhatra League and
Bangabandhu Sainik League
jointly formed the human
chain in front of Chittagong

Press Club to demand
Sinha’s resignation.
ABM Reazul Kabir

Kawsar, a member of the AL
central working committee,
took to the Facebook to
demand C]'s resignation
yesterday.

'"CONSPIRACY'

The AL has, meanwhile,
alleged that the BNP was
conspiring to create a divi-
sion between the executive
and the judiciary through
“falsehood”.

“The BNP is misinterpret-
ing Sheikh Hasina's state-
ments and misleading the
nation by spreading false
information,” said Obaidul
Quader, general secretary of
the party, at its Dhanmondi
office yesterday.

"Our leader Awami
League president did not
make any statement against
judiciary for a single time,”
he added.
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Historic
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the ashram,” says another
trustee, local freedom
fighter Nironjan Mistri,
“They damaged some of its
structures. Some villagers
were killed nearby.”

After liberation, the
ashram's then-secretary Ram
Chattapadhya founded the
Kalaskathi Girls' High School
on the site and the ashram
also built the Bebaj to
Kalashkati Road. In 1963 a
primary school was added,
which has become the Bebaj
Amrita Memorial
Government Primary School
today. Its namesake Amrita
was one of the people killed
by the Pakistani Army near
the ashram during the war.

The ashram sent one of its
workers, Ranjan Dutta, to
Noakhali's Gandhi Ashram
to be trained in beekeeping,
duck farming and how to
spin thread on a spinning
wheel or charkha, such as
Gandhi himself famously
did. These activities he
brought back to Bebajwhere
they were practised until the
1980s. “It was only when
the ashram secretary Ram
Chattapadhya died in
1990,” says another trustee
Ranjit Dutta, “that most
activities ceased.”

The current trustees hope
the historical ashram can be
revived, a goal that is not
without local support. “The
ashram represents a dedica-
tion to public welfare,” says
its current secretary Tapankar
Chakrabarty. “We hope that
such a historic institution can
be developed again to con-
tribute in the future to the
welfare of the people in this
area. We invite any who can
to assist us to make our
dream come true.”

"We should move ahead
in developing the ashram
named for Mahatma
Gandhi,” agrees a local free-
dom fighter, Akkas Hossain.

"I have heard of the Gandhi
Ashram in Bebaj,” says the
current upazila nirbahi officer
in Bakerganj, Md Joynal
Abedin. "We have already
sanctioned some money to
build a one-storied building
there. But to realise its poten-
tial, the ashram needs a lot
moredevelopmenttoo.”

100km rail lines
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Officials of the Western
Railway Zone said they had
submitted a report on the
damage to the railways
ministry.

Belal Uddin, transporta-
tion officer of Western
Railway Zone in Rajshahi,
told journalists that opera-
tion of Dinajpur-Dhaka
intercity trains, including
Ekota and Drutojan Express,
remained suspended since
August 13 night.

Besides, rail communica-
tions in Panchagarh-
Dinajpur, Teesta-Kurigrams-
Ramanabazaar and
Lalmonirhat-Burimari also
remained snapped, he
added.

Ramjan Ali, chief engineer
of Western Railway Zone in
Lalmonirhat, said their assess-
ment was going on. But so far
they estimated that the dam-
age to rail lines was around
100km in the five districts.

He said they were work-
ing hard to restore commu-
nications before Eid-ul-
Azha.

Holidaymakers, especially
from Dhaka, are likely to
suffer a lot in reaching those
districts to celebrate the Eid.
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