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German minister
says Erdogan
backers threatened
his wife

AFP, Berlin

German Foreign Minister Sigmar
(Gabriel has accused supporters of
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of threating his wife amid a
festering diplomatic crisis.

He said that Erdogan's strident
style "had apparently led some to feel
motivated to try to threaten and
harass my wife," in comments broad-
cast yesterday by news channel NTV.

"Of course, this is a terrible out-
come,” he said without giving further
details, at a time when relations
between the Nato allies have plunged
to their lowest point in years.

On Saturday, Erdogan launched a
bitter personal attack on Gabriel,
who has frequently criticised the
president's leadership and his treat-
ment of opponents and critics.

"Who are you to talk to the presi-
dent of Turkey?" Erdogan said in a
televised speech. "Know your limits.
He is trying to teach us a lesson...
How long have you been in politics?
How old are you?"

Relations between Turkey and
Germany, home to three million
ethnic Turks, have deteriorated
sharply, particularly since a failed
coup against Erdogan over a year ago
and a subsequent mass crackdown on
its alleged plotters.

Gowher Rizvi
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Rahman told The Daily Star.

But they could not say anything
about the content of the meeting.

Gowher Rizvi could not be
reached for his comments despite
repeated attempts over phone.

The meeting was held a day after
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina came
down heavily on the chief justice for
comparing Bangladesh with Pakistan.

During the hearing of Masdar
Hossain case, also known as judiciary
separation case, the CJ] on Sunday
said the Pakistan Supreme Court
recently disqualified the prime minis-
ter, but there was no fuss.

On Monday, the PM said she was
not at all scared of “such a threat and
this was not tolerable either”. “This is
very disgraceful that Bangladesh has
been compared with Pakistan. This is
not tolerable at all.”

Earlier on August 12, Awami
League General Secretary and Road,
Transport and Bridges Minister
Obaidul Quader met Chief Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha at his resi-
dence.

Several ministers and ruling party
leaders have been criticising the
Supreme Court verdict that scrapped
the 16th amendment to the constitu-
tion. Food Minister Qamrul Islam, a
senior AL leader, has even demanded
removal of the CJ.

An ominous sign
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He alleged that the PM through her
statements threatened the CJ to step
down and attempted to provoke the
people against the C] and the judi-
clary.

“We fear that this irresponsible
behaviour might make the country's
prevailing situation more confronta-
tional,” he added.

Fakhrul said the way the PM
pushed the country’'s public and
constitutional bodies into a confron-
tation was tantamount to “playing
with fire”.

"We want to say that the conse-
quences of undermining the judiciary
and the country's top court won't be
good. We call upon the ruling party
to turn away from this path of self-
destruction.”

Asked about the AL's ultimatum to
the CJ to step down, Fakhrul said the
party's only target was to introduce “a
one-party rule in the country as it
didn't have any public mandate”.

Replying to a query from a jour-
nalist, he said a “confrontational
situation” among the three organs of
the state was not a good sign at all.

Speaking at the press conference,
BNP Standing Committee Member
Moudud Ahmed said, “It's rare that
the prime minister of a country made
such comments on the judiciary. It's
not possible in any other country in
the world. [ think if she [prime min-
ister] was elected in the true sense,
she would not have made such com-
ments.”

Speaking at a discussion in the
capital on Monday, Hasina said the
higher court was suddenly making
"some political comments and issu-
ing threats”, reported BSS.

She said there were many “irrele-
vant issues’ in the 16th amendment
verdict.

About the Supreme Court's obser-
vations on the reserved seats for
women MPs, Hasina said the C]
might have forgotten the appoint-
ment process. “He was appointed by
the president who is elected by law-
makers. He should have resigned
from his post before making any
comment on the election process of
the women MPs or after delivering
the verdict.”

Instant 'triple talaq' illegal
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introduce a new law on the practice,
taking into account concerns of
Muslim bodies and the Sharia law.

However, justices Joseph, Nariman
and Lalit said triple talag must be
struck down as it goes against the
constitution and is unacceptable.

Justice Kurian ruled that triple talaq
violates Sharia law. “It is extremely diffi-
cult to agree with the CJI that triple talag
is integral to the practice of Islam,” he
said. Justice Nariman and Justice Lalit set
it aside, terming it unconstitutional.

In a reaction to the verdict, Shayara
Bano, the main petitioner, said “I
welcome and support the judgment.
It's a historic day for Muslim women.
In the Muslim community, the condi-
tion of women needs to be under-
stood. This judgment needs to be
accepted and the law must be made as
soon as possible,” she said.

Former Indian federal minister and
senior Congress leader Salman Khurshid,
who was allowed by the court to assist it
as amicus curiae, said “What we hoped to
happen has now happened, it is a good
decision.” During the hearing, he had
told the SC that instant triple talaq "can-
not be justified or given legal validity”,

The SC, which began hearing peti-
tions challenging the practice on May
11, had reserved its verdict on May 18.
Six Muslim women petitioners had
argued that it was “unlawful and
unconstitutional”.

The apex court verdict vindicates

the stand of the government which
contended that triple talag violates
fundamental rights of women.

Terming the apex court ruling “his-
toric”, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
government said it grants equality to
Muslim women and is a powerful mea-
sure for women empowerment.

“Judgment of the Hon'ble SC on
Triple Talaq is historic. It grants equal-
ity to Muslim women and is a powerful
measure for women empowerment,”
Modi tweeted yesterday.

The PM had raised the issue in a big
way during elections to the state legis-
lative assembly in India's most popu-
lous state of Uttar Pradesh earlier this
year. His party B]P emerged a runaway
winner in the electoral battle.

The BJP has since long pitched for a
uniform civil code to be in place.

The All India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB), a non-governmental
body which oversees the application of
Muslim personal law, opposes any ban
on triple talag and argues this is a
religious matter and not for courts.

The five judges of the apex court
were drawn from major religions --
Hinduism, Christianity, Islam,
Sikhism and Zoroastrianism.

India allows religious institutions
to govern matters of personal law --
marriage, divorce and property inheri-
tance -- through civil codes. Triple
talag has been considered a legal ave-
nue for the country's nearly 180 mil-
lion Muslims to end marriages.

Causes mostly man-made
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aftermath of the landslides.

He went heavily on the disaster
management ministry for failing to
meet the needs of the victims after the
June 13 disaster.

Ushwe Sing said 23 to 26 crore
bamboo shoots, among other plants,
would be planted as part of efforts to
afforest the areas.

Presenting the keynote paper, M
Shahidul Islam, professor of geogra-
phy and environment at the Dhaka
University, said the natural causes of
landslides could not be prevented, but
the man-made causes, including mas-
sive scale hill cutting and unauthorised
settlements, could be controlled.

"To do so, a strong political com-
mitmentisamust,” he said.

Prof Samjwal Ratna Bajracharya, a
Nepalese geologist and remote sensing
specialist, highlighted the need for
taking up “bio-engineering and civil
engineering” measures to lower the
risks of future disasters in the region.

He said a stormm water drainage
system was necessary in the region to
ease water flow beside roads.

Lt Col (retd) Parimal
Chakma, a UNDP hills

Bikash
security

adviser, suggested eviction of vulnera-
ble human colonies from the hilly
areas to avert loss of lives in landslides.

Rangamati Deputy Commissioner
Manzurul Mannan demanded that the
government properly equip the fire
service and civil defense for rescue
operations in the region.

He alleged that no warning was
given to the hill districts ahead of June
13 landslides.

“Had we received warnings from
the department concerned we could
have saved many lives by alerting them
much before the disaster,” he said
urging the government to rehabilitate
the people who have been staying at
shelters in Rangamati.

The DC also demanded immediate
construction of more shelters in the
three hilly districts Rangamati,
Bandarban and Chittagong.

Among others, lawmakers Ushatan
Talukder and Firoja Begum Chino also
spoke at the seminar chaired by Naba
Bikram Kishore Tripura, secretary of
the CHT Affairs ministry.

Several officials from NGOs and fire
service department also spoke on the
occasion.

Twilight descends
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Monday, August 21, the beloved home
saw its darkest day as the eminent Raj
Razzak breathed his last.

For years, Lokkhikunjo was the space
for lively conversations and joyous mem-
ories. It also played host to the many
visitations by numerous film stars. For
actors it was also a safe haven, synony-
mous with love and learning in the pres-
ence of one of the most renowned actors
of the Bangladeshi film industry.

On the day, the grief was palpable
even before one set foot in the house.
Actor Ferdous sat alone in the balcony
for a long time, the weight of sadness
clear in his demeanour. He was joined
by Zayed Khan, who was soon fol-
lowed by actress Shabnaz. Another
balcony was occupied by Ali Raj and
several other actors.

Stage and film director
Nasiruddin Yousuff Bachchu arrived
at the residence a while later, and
retreated into the heart of the house
to join the late actor's family.
Razzak's sons Bapparaj and Samraat
confronted the first day without
their beloved father. Minister of
Information Hasanul Hag Inu and
actor Alamgir arrived shortly after,

and extended their condolences to
the bereaved family. Famed sisters
Bobita, Suchanda and Champa were
also among the countless visitors.

“Raj Razzak took me under his wing
and brought me into the world of
acting. I cannot envision Lokkhikunjo
without him, " said Ali Raj.

As day turned into night, the air of
melancholy only grew heavier, and
visitors to the residence did not cease.
From actors and directors to theatre
owners and camera crews, individuals
attached to every aspect of the film
fraternity came forward to express
their condolences.

At 11pm, a heavy silence descended
upon Lokkhikunjo as all the guests took
their leave. The lawn however, was still
buzzing with reporters and cameramen.
As the air grew quieter, actress Shabana
made her appearance in the household.
She had shared the screen with the late
Raj Razzak in numerous films, enchant-
ing the audience with their memorable
performances.

As time drew on, the guardian of the
household ascended farther away from
usall...

Orphan sisters
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education and clothing.

Mannan disclosed the matter of
taking the children's responsibility at a
seminar on Landslides in CHT: Causes
and Prevention in the capital.

At the seminar, state minister for
CHT affairs Bir Bahadur Ushwe Sing
termed the DC's initiative as "a noble
move" and gave Tk two lakh to the two
children.

He also said, “If there is anything to
do for them, the ministry will do so
from time to time.”

The Daily Star spoke to the DC
afterwards to learn the details of the
initiative.

Asked why he took such a measure,
the DC said a bond of affection and love
began to grow between him and the two
children when he used to visit them at
the shelters after the landslides.

“I thought of doing something for
them when people from USA,
Germany and Dhaka wanted to adopt
them and their relatives did not agree
and sought my help,” he said.

“I brought them to the DC office on
August 16 and announced undertak-
ing their complete care,” he said add-

ing that Meem and Sumaiya's uncle
and grandmother are not well-off and
could not take care of them properly.

Additionally, their parental uncle
and grandmother will also get food
and other facilities from the DC office
from now on, he said.

The DC said Meem and Sumaiya
will be raised as his own children.

“They will come to the DC's
Bungalow and taken out for recre-
ation. They will enjoy whatever facili-
ties my children enjoy. I will make sure
of it at any cost,” he said, adding that
the two children will be nurtured with
love and care that their parents would
have given them had they been alive.

Besides, a magistrate from the DC
office will look after where they will be
living and assess their needs.

When queried what will happen
after he leaves the office, the DC
responded by saying, “I believe anyone
who comes after will continue this
initiative. However, wherever I am
posted, 1 too will do whatever is in my
capacity to help them.'

“Till 1 am alive [ will be taking care of
them. Before I die, I will ensure financial
security for them also,” the DC said.
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NEXT ELECTIONS

EU may send
150-member
observer team

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Pierre Mayaudon, outgoing EU
ambassador and the head of delega-
tion, has reiterated the European
Union's interest in sending a 150-
member election observer team for
the next general polls in Bangladesh.

Mayaudon showed the interest as
he paid a farewell call on Foreign
Minister AH Mahmood Al at his
ministry yesterday.

They also discussed migration and
cooperation through “Horizon 2020
in the field of science and innovation.

The EU Ambassador informed
Mahmood Ali the readiness of the EU
to extend support to the Bangladesh
government in the post flood rehabil-
itation process.

In reply, the foreign minister said
the government was dealing with the
relief works efficiently and would
take up the rehabilitation process in
the affected areas immediately after
the floodwater disappeared.

During the call on, Mayaudon
thanked the minister for continuous
support and cooperation during his
tenure in Dhaka.

He also praised the Bangladesh
government for the infrastructural
development that took place in
Bangladesh in the last couple of
years, making the life of millions
comfortable and rescuing them from
abject poverty.

The foreign minister appreciated
the outgoing EU ambassador's contri-
bution in lifting Bangladesh-ELI
relations to a newer height and
wished him good health and success
in his new assignment in Kabul,
Afghanistan.

Man who shot
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The DB official said a team of detec-
tives on Monday arrested one
Shantonu from Jatrabari on charge of
involvement with the shooting inci-
dent that left the police AC, a police
informant and another man injured.

Shantonu admitted his involvement
in the shooting and informed detectives
about his associates including Mamun.

A detective team went to Jurain
graveyard area around 2:00 am yes-
terday to nab the gang when they
opened fire on the team forcing the
law enforcers to retaliate. Shantonu
died in the ensuing gunfight.

Police recovered two pistols from
the spot. “We will send those for
ballistic test to confirm whether any
of the firearms was used in the
August 12 incident,” Baten said.

Mamun's body has been kept at
Dhaka Medical College mortuary after
autopsy. Morgue sources said Mamun
sustained one bullet in the head.

AC Rahul Patwari, meanwhile, was
released from Dhaka Medical College
Hospital on Monday.

The police informant Belal
Hossain Mridul was shot in the left
leg while Selim, a driver at a nearby
tea stall, was hit on his back.

More US troops
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ultimately Afghanistan's police and
army must to most of the fighting to
defeat the Taliban and allied Islamist
militants.

"The stronger the Afghan security
forces become, the less we will have to
do. ... We want them to succeed.”

Most of the approximately 8,400
US troops in Afghanistan work with a
Nato-led training and advising mis-
sion, with the rest part of a counter-
terrorism force that mostly targets
pockets of al Qaeda and Islamic State
fighters, reported Reuters.

NO TIMELINES

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani wel-
comed the strategy saying it would
expand the training mission for
Afghan forces, which includes build-
ing its fledgling air force and doubling
the size of the Afghan special forces.

"I am grateful to President Trump
and the American people for this affir-
mation of support ... for our joint strug-
gle to rid the region from the threat of
terrorism,” Ghanisaid in a statement.

The Taliban swiftly condemned
Trump's decision.

"If the US does not pull all its forces
out of Afghanistan, we will make this
country the 21st century graveyard for the
American empire,” Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said in a statement.

LIS-backed Afghan forces overthrew
the Taliban's hard-line Islamist govern-
mentin late 2001 over its sheltering of al
Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden, architect
of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in US cities
that killed nearly 2,000 people.

But US forces have been bogged
down ever since in a war that has vexed
three presidents. About 2,400 U.S.
troops have died in Afghanistan.

Trump, who had criticized his
predecessor for setting deadlines for
drawing down troops in Irag and
Afghanistan, declined to put a timeline
on expanded US operations in
Afghanistan.

NO BLANKCHECK

Trump warned on Monday that US
support "is not a blank check" for
Afghanistan's often-divided and cor-
ruption-plagued government and
insisted he would not engage in "na-
tion-building,” a practice he has
accused his predecessors of doing at
huge cost.

Trump insisted in his speech that
the Afghan government, Pakistan,
India, and Nato allies step up their
own commitment to resolving the 16-
year conflict.

"We can no longer be silent about
Pakistan's safe havens," he said, refer-
ring to complaints that Taliban and
other militants move freely in
Pakistan.

Pakistan yesterday called for peace in
neighbouring Afghanistan and pledged
to work to eliminate terrorism after a
blistering statement by Trump accusing
itof supporting "agents of chaos".

The carefully worded statement
from the Foreign Office called for
"peace and stability in Afghanistan”. It
also "underlined Pakistan's continued
desire to work with the International
Community to eliminate the menace
of terrorism."

Nikki Haley, the US ambassador to

the United Nations, told CNN that
Trump's strategy for Afghanistan
included decisions that “are very different
from anything that's happened before.”

India welcomed Trump's plan to
increase LIS engagement in Afghanistan
yesterday, saying it shares Washington's
concerns about a safe haven for terror-
ists in its backyard, reported AFP.

"We welcome President Trump's
determination to enhance efforts to
overcome the challenges facing
Afghanistan and confronting issues of
safe havens and other forms of cross-
border support enjoyed by terrorists,"
the Indian foreign ministry said in a
statement.

Trump's speech came after a
months-long review of US policy in
which the president frequently tangled
with his top advisers.

Among the options were a complete
withdrawal, a modest troop increase,
keeping the status quo or a small reduc-
tion to focus only on counter-terrorism
and not training Afghan forces.

The beauty
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With it, they scanned and analysed a
painting of a young woman found in
the ancient city of Herculaneum.

This new instrument allows scien-
tists to examine a painting without
having to move it or have the device
come into contact with the artwork.

It can produce maps of the ele-
ments, such as iron, lead and copper,
contained in the painting.

Dr Eleonora Del Federico, from
Pratt Institute's School of Liberal Arts
and Sciences, speculates that when the
picture was first uncovered, it was
probably stunning.

But a few decades of exposure to the
elements has wrought incalculable
damage to it.

Speaking to Mail Online, Dr Del
Federico said: "This is as far as we know
the very first study of a fresco painting
in situ and on site at its original setting,

“What is most remarkable from my
point of view is that the portrait is so
degraded that it is insignificant, In fact,
many books on Herculaneum about
this house don'teven mention her.

"However when we look at the map
of Iron atoms, it reveals a beautiful
young woman caught in a moment of
deep thought.”

After she used the X-ray method, Dr
Del Federico says she was surprised at
how much detail it uncovered.

The analysis revealed that the artist
had sketched the young woman with
an iron-based pigment and then high-
lighted around her eyes with a lead
pigment.

High levels of potassium in her
cheeks suggested that green earth pig-
ment was used as an underpainting to
help create a 'flesh’ colour.

Dr Del Federico says these insights
could help conservators choose clean-
ing solvents that are compatible with
the elements in a painting. It could
also allow much of its original magnif-
icence to be restored.

The researchers presented their
work at the 254th National Meeting &
Exposition of the American Chemical
Society (ACS) on Monday.

THE SECURITY PRINTING CORPORATION (BANGLADESH) LTD.

GAZIPUR.
Web site : www.spebl.org.bd

INTERNATIONAL e-TENDER

Electronic tenders (e-tenders) are hereby invited from the competent international manufacturers/suppliers for
supply of the following machines for this Corporation as per under noted schedule. Tender documents showing
terms and conditions with specification will be available at web: etender.spcbl.org . bd/114.130.43.56. It is to
mention here that this is online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted and no hard copy will be accepted
except price of e-tender schedule and earnest money. To submit e-Tender bidders need to register on
etender.spcbl.org.bd/114.130.43.56. For more details please contact cell: 880- 1534002183 & 880-1534002184.

Necessary information is given below:

Sl Names of Nature of Date of Last date and | Date & time Value/set of
No. the items e-tender publishing time for for opening |e-Tender Schedule
e-tender submission of e-tender (non-refundable)
of e-tender
L Supply, installation, International | 23.08.2017 27.09.2017 27.09.2017 Tk. 2000.00
testing and commissioning| re-tender upto at
of 01 (one) no. Sheet Fed 11.00 A.M 11.15 A.M
MICR Encoding and
Personalized Cheque
Printing Machine
alongwith all related
consumables for producing
15 million pcs. MICR
Cheque Leaves.
2. Supply, Installation, International | 23.08.2017 27.09.2017 27.09.2017 Tk. 2000.00
testing and commission- tender upto at
ing of 01 (one) no. of 03 (Z"d time) 11.00 AM 11.15 A.M
(three) colours web dry
offset printing machine.

Bidder may collect e-tender schedule from the aforementioned website. Earnest money @ 3 % (three percent) of
the total quoted price shall have to be submitted in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order/Irrevocable Bank Guarantee
from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh in favour of The Managing Director, The Security Printing Corporation
(Bangaldesh) Ltd., Gazipur alongwith the price of e-Tender schedule in the form of a separate Pay-Order/DD in
the tender box kept at Corporation’s office in Gazipur on or before the scheduled deadline for submission of e-
tender. Irrevocable Bank Guarantee may also be given as earnest money from any international commercial bank
abroad with a counter guarantee from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh. e-Tender(s) without earnest money and
price for procurement of e-tender schedule shall not be acceptable. The e-Tender shall have to be submitted as per
e-Tender guidelines mentioned at the above website. Offer(s) will be opened as per schedule mentioned above in
presence of the tenderer(s) if any. 01 (one) e-Tender schedule is applicable only for one supplier/manufacturer for
submitting one offer alongwith earnest money and price of e-Tender schedule. The authority reserves the right to

reject or accept any e-tender(s) without assigning any reason whatsoever. Submission of e-tender after the
specified time shall not be acceptable under any circumstances.

(Rashid Ahmed)
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Phone : 9205103
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