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Appeal for help

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seventeen-year-old Fazle
Rabbi has been suffering
from Thalassemia, a severe
blood disorder, for the last
10 years, said a press release.

A resident of Uttara's
Azampur area, he had to
abandon his studies at the
age of 11 due to his illness.
His father, Aminur Islam, a
small businessman, has
already spent all his savings
on the treatment of his son
as Rabbi needed to have
blood transfusion in every
two months.

Now in bed, his condi-
tion is deteriorating and
doctors have advised to
take Rabbi to India for
better treatment, which
involves about Tk 10 lakh.
But it is no longer possible
for the family to bear the
treatment cost.

[n light of the dire situa-
tion, his family has made a
fervent appeal to the well-
off people of the society to
come forward extending
financial help to save
Rabbi's life.

Financial assistance can
be sent to Shahana Aktar,
Mudaraba saving account
no: 20502070204559809,
Islami Bank Ltd, Uttara
branch. bKash no:
01718592416 (Personal
number of Rabbi's father).

YESTERDAY'S
TEMPERATURES

DHAKA

MYMENSINGH  CHITTAGONG
H33.61L27.8 H33.41L280 H33.01L253 H34.41L265 H3571L272 H3401L27.4 H34.21L265 H343IL268 H33.01L25.8

SYLHET RAJSHAHI

A man without any safety gear works on a ladder leaning against a web of cables.
Such careless act can cause fatalities any moment. The photo was taken from
Chittagong city's Pathantuli area yesterday.
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COX'S BAZAR

Rain accompanied by temporary qusty wind is likely to occur at a few places over Chittagong, Barisal, Sylhet,

tomaorrow at 5:36am.

Dhaleshwari, Buriganga face
heavier pollution during Eid

Say green activists

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Both the Dhaleshwari and Buriganga rivers
are at risk of a heavier pollution during this
Eid-ul-Azha as the Central Effluent
Treatment Plant (CETP) installed at Savar
Tannery Industrial Estate is incapable of
treating all effluent at the estate.

Speakers at a press conference jointly
organised by Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon
(Bapa) and Buriganga Riverkeeper made the
speculation yesterday in the capital.

Syed Abul Maksud, vice president of Bapa,
said the effluent discharged from the relocated
tanneries in Savar will pollute the Dhaleshwari
and it will eventually pollute the Buriganga that
is connected with it downstream.

The purpose of the relocation of tanneries
from Hazaribagh to Savar was to save the
Buriganga from pollution. But the failure to
implement the CETP project at the Savar estate
before the upcoming Eid -- when a larger vol-
ume of effluents will be discharged from the

tanneries -- defeats that purpose, he said.

“The objective of relocation [of the tanner-
ies from Hazaribagh] could not be met” due to
poor performance of the government and
noncooperation of tannery owners, said
Maksud alleging that around 100 tanneries are
still operating illegally in Hazaribagh area
with illegal power connections.

The CETP at Savar has only two operational
modules with effluent treatment capacity of
only 25 thousand cubic metres per day, but the
tanneries there will produce a far larger volume
of effluent during this Eid, said Sharif Jamil,
member of Buriganga Riverkeeper.

Currently 70 tanneries there produce 12 to
15 thousand cubic metres of effluent per day,
and these factories will exceed the treatment
capacity of the CETP as their production will
peak during the Eid holidays, he added.

Moreover, the CETP does not properly
treat the effluent as the liquid it discharges
into the Dhaleshwari is pitch black in colour
and has revolting smell, he also observed.

Rangpur, Rajshahi, Dhaka, Khulna and Mymensingh divisions with moderately heavy falls at places over the
country till 6:00pm today, reports UNB. Day temperature may fall slightly and night temperature may remain
nearly unchanged over the country, says Met office. The sun sets in the capital today at 6:26pm and rises

3 SCBA leaders
worried over
'adverse remarks’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three former presidents of
the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) yester-
day expressed concern over
the “adverse comments”
made by the political lead-
ers about the Supreme
Court verdict in the case on
the 16th amendment of the
constitution.

They are Advocate
Khandker Mahbub Hossain,
Advocate Habibul Islam
Bhuivan and Advocate A]
Mohammad Ali.

They made the expres-
sion at a meeting organised
by the SCBA at its confer-
ence room vyesterday after-
noon with incumbent presi-
dent Advocate Zainul
Abedin.
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INT'L SOLAR ALLIANCE

Cabinet okays
proposal to
ratify agreement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday
approved a proposal to
ratify the “Framework
Agreement on the
Establishment of the
International Solar
Alliance” in which
Bangladesh is a member.

Briefing reporters after
the meeting at the secretar-
iat, Cabinet Division
Secretary on Coordination
and Reforms NM Ziaul
Alam said International
Solar Alliance (ISA) was
launched at the UUN Climate
Change Conference in Paris
on November 30, 2015.

Following that,
Bangladesh signed the
agreement on the sidelines
of the COP22 Conference
in Morocco.

The alliance will take
steps to remove obstacles in
boosting solar power in the
member countries, he said.

2 DRUG OFFICIALS' NEGLIGENCE OVER TOXIC PARACETAMOL CASE

HC summons health secy
to explain inaction

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday summoned
Health Secretary Sirajul Hague Khan to
appear before it tomorrow to explain why
action was not taken against two officials of
the drug administration.

The health secretary was earlier ordered
to inform the HC what action was taken
against the two officials for their negligence
in dealing with the case filed for manufac-
turing toxic paracetamol syrup that killed at
least 28 children in 2009.

The officials are Assistant Director of the
Directorate General of Drug Administration
Shafiqul Islam and its Deputy Director Altaf
Hossain.

Yesterday, the HC bench of Justice Syed
Muhammad Dastagir Husain and Justice
Md Ataur Rahman Khan passed the sum-
mons during hearing a petition moved by
Supreme Court lawyer Manzill Murshid on
behalf of Human Rights and Peace for
Bangladesh.

Manzill told The Daily Star that the

health secretary vyesterday submitted a
report to the HC through the attorney gen-
eral's office, saying that the government has
cautioned Shafiqul Islam and Altaf Hossain,
although they had negligence in dealing
with the case filed for manufacturing the
toxic paracetamol syrup.

From June to August in 2009, at least 28
children across the country died of renal
failures allegedly caused by Rid Pharma's
paracetamol syrups and suspensions.

In August that year, Shafiqul Islam, the
then superintendent of drug administra-
tion, filed the case with the Dhaka Drug
Court.

On November 28 last year, the drug court
acquitted Rid Pharma's all five officials.

Two officials of the drug administration
involved in the case knowingly violated due
procedure of law, and exhibited sheer negli-
gence, inefficiency and incompetence in
dealing with the case, the verdict said.

Shafiqul Islam and Altaf Hossain were
drug superintendents in 2009.
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A damaged portion of the railing at the capital's Nayabazar DIT market which needs
immediate repair to avoid accident. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Social media under watch
to check militancy

Says home minister

BSS, Dhaka

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan yester-
day said the intelligence agencies are closely
monitoring Facebook, twitter, cyber games,
Whatsapp and other social media to control
all sorts of cyber based militant activities.

He was talking to reporters after a meet-
ing of the National Committee on Militancy
Resistance and Prevention at his ministry.

Khan said the members of law enforce-
ment agencies have been asked to remain
alert to check militancy.

Their network and the intelligence agencies
with close coordination would take necessary
measures to combat terrorism, he added.

“Intelligence unit of Bangladesh Bank
(BB) and regular intelligence units have
been working to find out sources of the
militant's finance. Bangladesh Bank would
submit a complete report within the next
two months,” the minister said.

Regarding the cases filed against mili-
tants, the minister said the meeting also
discussed this matter how to dispose of

these cases as early as possible.

Besides, he said, the government would also
monitor all textbooks of madrasa education
aimed at avoiding any kind of unexpected
printing mistakes as well as topicin the text.

Chaired by the home minister, the 7th
meeting of the committee was also
attended, among others, by Inspector
General of Police (IGP) AKM Shahidul
Hoque, the ministry's Security Division
Secretary Dr Kamal Uddin Ahmed, social
welfare ministry Secretary M Zillar Hossain,
Director General of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) Maj Gen Abul Hossain,
Director General of Bangladesh Coast
Guard Rear Admiral Aurangzeb
Chowdhury, Director General of
Bangladesh Ansar and VDP Maj Gen Sheikh
Pasha Habib Uddin, Director General of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) Benzir
Ahmed, Commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP) Asaduzzaman
Miah, and representatives from Bangladesh
Bank, Islamic Foundation and other intelli-
gence units.

3-tier security
in capital’s
cattle markets

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) has taken three-tier
security arrangements for
the city's 23 cattle markets
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

DMP Commissioner
Asaduzzaman Mia at a
meeting yesterday directed
its officials to escort cattle
traders to carry money,
identify fake notes and stop
rawhide smuggling.

“If anyone tries to stop a
cattle-laden truck before
reaching its destination,
legal actions would be taken
against them,” said the
comimissioner.

He suggested the cattle
traders to make their trans-
actions through bank
accounts.

A police control room, a
watch tower and a sufficient
number of CCIV cameras
will be installed at each
cattle market.



