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AKHAURA-AGARTALA

Dhaka, Delhi
officials meet
on Aug 28

to review rail
track progress

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

High officials of Bangladesh
and India will meet in
Dhaka on August 28 to give
a push to complete the long
delayed Akhaura-Agartala
railway link, a project
undertaken around seven
years ago.

Official sources in
Dhaka confirmed that the
high officials will sit
together to facilitate expe-
ditious completion of the
LIS $145 million project for
entry into or exit from
India and Bangladesh.

[n January 2010, during
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's visit to
New Delhi, the two neigh-
bouring countries had
agreed to lay the 15km
railway link.

The foundation stone
was laid at Agartala railway
station in July last year with
an estimation to complete
the project by 2017.
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agreement with the contrac-
tor was cancelled on August
8, 2012.

Over one month later,
the contractor filed a writ
petition with the High Court
against the cancellation
order, said the director. In
early 2016, the writ petition
was rejected, he said.

Since then, a process to
offer a re-tender has been
going on and the health
minister, at a July 23 meet-
ing, assured that the work
would start within six
months.

The medical college hos-
pital was established in 1968
with 500 beds. In 2013, the
beds were increased to 1,000
without increasing the
required infrastructures, said
Serajul Islam.

Scrap it by Thursday
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different bar premises yesterday, for the
fourth day, over the Supreme Court verdict.

Pro-AL lawyers held rallies and human
chains demanding cancellation of the apex
court verdict. Earlier, their demand was for
expunction of "unexpected, irrelevant and
unconstitutional observations” made by the
chiefjustice in the verdict.

Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum (JAF), a plat
form of pro-BNP lawyers, held rallies at
different bar associations, demanding resig-
nation and arrest of Law Commission
Chairman Justice ABM Khairul Haque for
"breaching code of conduct” by holding a
press conference on the SC verdict.

They also protested the ministers’ “pro-
vocative comments” about the verdict and
AL General Secretary and Road Transport
and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader's
move to meet the chief justice at his resi-
dence.

BNP leader and former law minister
Barrister Moudud Ahmed, JAF Secretary
General and SCBA Secretary Barrister AM

Mahbub Uddin Khokon, SCBA former
secretary Barrister Bodruddoza Badal, JAF
leaders Advocate Taimur Alam Khandker,
Gazi Kamrul Islam Sazal, among others,
spoke at the meeting organised by JAF at
SCBA's north hall.

Meanwhile yesterday, Bangladesh
Gonotantrik Ainjibi Samity President
Advocate Subrata Chowdhury told the
media in the SCBA auditorium that the
ministers are talking “nonsense” about the
SCverdict.

Yesterday, at a press briefing at the party's
Nayapaltan headquarters, BNP Senior Joint
Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi alleged
that a rumor has been circulating that pres-
sure was mounted on the chief justice to
resign from the office.

He alleged that an unprecedented meet-
ing was held between Obaidul Quader and
the chief justice in the name of dinner at the
latter's house. “Then another meeting was
held at Bangabhaban...,” he alleged.

He alleged that the rumour started circu-
lating among people after the meetings.

Been patient enough: C]
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Pakistan Supreme Court had disqualified
the prime minister but there was no fuss and
there should not be such commotion over
the 16th amendment verdict in Bangladesh,
a senior lawyer present at the court quoted
the chief justice as saying.

“We are only saying that we need to be
more mature,” Justice SK Sinha said.

Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
resigned on July 28 after the Supreme
Court of that country disqualified him
over undeclared assets, plunging the
nuclear-armed South Asian nation into
political turmoil after a period of relative
stability.

At the beginning of the proceedings
yvesterday, Mahbubey Alam placed a peti-
tion before the apex court, seeking adjourn-
ment of the hearing of the Masdar Hossain
case, saying that time was needed as an
unstable situation was prevailing over many
issues, including the verdict that scrapped
the 16th amendment.

The chief justice told the attorney general
that a discussion was supposed to be held
on the disciplinary rules for lower court
judges and asked who were supposed to
take part.

The attorney general replied that the law
minister was supposed to attend the dis-

CUSS101.

Justice Md Abdul Wahhab Miah, senior
judge of the Appellate Division bench, said
all the judges of this division were also
supposed to attend the discussion.

Justice SK Sinha said, “Discussions
were set to be held. But, you did not dis-
cuss.”

Mahbubey Alam said, “What should I do
on the policy issue of the government?”

To this, the chief justice said, "You say
one thing to the media but another thing
before the court. I am not just telling you, 1
am saying this to the others also.”

At one stage, the attorney general said,
“There was a storm over all the issues.”

The chief justice then said, “We are not
making any comments. You all are making
comments.”

The apex court allowed the attorney
general's adjournment prayer and fixed
October 8 for further hearing.

Following the adjournment, the govern-
ment has got more time to issue the gazette
notification.

The Appellate Division on July 2 gave a
two-week ultimatum for issuing the notifi-
cation. “It's the last chance,” the chief justice
had said on July 2 while he was presiding
over a seven-member bench of the apex
court during the hearing of this issue.

Flat For Sale
@Gulshan- 2

A 3 Bed Flat, Size: 1590
Sft, (2nd Floor), Beautiful
Location, House- 79/75,
Gulshan- 2, Dhaka.

Contact: 01627305988

Luxury Apartment Sale at North Gulshan

® 3750 sft (almost Ready) Brand New Apartment.
® State-of-the-Art, South facing, Designer Building.
® A Very Prestigious Location, Near to the Park.
® Dead-end Road, Very Calm & Quiet Environment.
® Grand Double Height Entrance & Open Space.
® Beautifully Designed Water Body & Landscaping.
® Uniquely Designed Children’s Play Area & Walk Way.
® Attractive GYMNASIUM & Designer Roof Top.
® A Spacious Multi-purpose Hall Room with Facilities.
® Double Basements for Car Parking, Two for Each Unit.
Please Call: 01711122249, 01973006157, 01873376308

To Let in Mirpur DOHS

A new house, 2200 sq feet, 4 beds, 4
baths, drawing room, 3 halconies.
Each room with cupboards. Two sides
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open with natural scenic beauty,
Contact: 01714343147,

E-mail: golam.rasul@gmail.com added.

Cop arrested over 'raping'

to the One-Stop Crisis Centre (OCC) of Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital for medical tests, SI Rafiqul Islam

According to the First Information Report, Ariful took
the female colleague to a hotel in Malibagh area on July 2
and raped her after promising to marry her.
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LAKESIDE PROPERTY ON 0.5 ACRE OF LAND FOR
LEASE/RENT IN GULSHAN-1

Highly secure lakeside property in Gulshan-1 available
for lease/rent: 3-storey building with a total floor space of
10600 sqft, and open space area (garden/parking) of

17000 sqft.

Security:

¥ 15 ft high boundary (11 ft high walls with 4 ft high
metal spikes and looped barbed wires).

¥ 19 ft high watchtower on the lakeside boundary wall.

¥ Floodlight on all sides of the building.

¥ CCTV coverage of the entire premises.

¥ Security Control Room with X-ray baggage scanner
and walk-through metal detector.

¥ Police post outside the gate.

Parking: Space for 8-10 SUVs.

Equipment: Substation for 11 KV high tension
line, and additional 1.2 kWp on-grid solar panels on the

roof.

Additional space :2-storey outhouse with a total floor
space of 1000 sqgft for support staff.

The property is suitable for : Chancery Office,
Residence for Ambassador, Office of Multinational
Company, and Expatriate Community Club.

Currently occupied by an UN agency and will be
available for long-term lease from January 1, 2018.

Contact number: 01713046104, 01755521624

Zas)y, World Health
%Y Organization

Country Office for Bangladesh

[OMmMorrow.

bridge.

possible.

added.

A fatal train trip averted

"At that time, we saw a train coming from the north towards
the bridge. We immediately took a decision to stop the
train. We got on the rail track and showed a danger signal
flying a piece of red cloth, " he said.

Shamim Ahmed, a teacher of Dhaka University, who was
travelling on the train, said, "I
oo to Dhaka. The train, however, stopped suddenly after
crossing Bangabandhu Bridge. Then [ got off from the train
and saw the situation.”

Another passenger, Taslim Uddin, 65, of Panchagarh,
said he along with 21 other people
Chilahati in Nilphamari to go to Dhaka to pick a hajj flight

got into the train at Pakshi to

boarded the train at

"Allah saved us...and gave us the opportunity to perform
hajj. May Allah bless the people of Pungli,”
we are hiring cars to go to Dhaka."

The train
Bangabandhu Bridge and reached Pungli area, which
falls in Tangail's Kalihati upazila.
from the spot is Gharindha, around 6km south of the

he said. "Now

travelled some 15km after crossing

The nearest station

Chief Engineer of Bangladesh Railway (West Zone)
Ramjan Ali, who was travelling on the train to go to Dhaka,
however, said a railway guard called Nasir was on duty in
the area, and he first saw the damage and reported it to the
divisional executive engineer of the railway department.
"The engineer then informed me," he said.

"With a red flag, N
stop the train, "
river if it was not stopped in time."

After the incident, the train was driven backwards to
[brahimabad station near Bangabandhu Bridge and rail
communication was suspended.

While visiting the spot around 2:00pm yesterday,
Railways Minister Mujibul Haque told reporters that
the rail communication would be restored as soon as

asir was there with the local people to
he said. "The train might have fallen into the

Chief Engineer Ramjan Ali, who is overseeing the repair
work, said they were dumping sandbags and shoring up the
two sides of the track as temporary measures.

Trains will be able to start operation from Monday morn-
ing, but full renovation will take three or four days, he

VACANCY NOTICE

World Health Organization (WHO) invites applications from the interested and eligible
candidates for the following position under Special Services Agreement modality:
- National Consultant - Tobacco Surveillance (SSA-8); Application Deadline: 5 September 2017

For further details on the terms of reference and instructions to apply, please visit our
website: http://lwww.searo.who.int/bangladesh/about/employment/en/

Qualified female candidates are especially encouraged fo apply.

@ WHO has a smoke-free environment and does not recruit smokers or other tobacco users.

Dhaka transport
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problems in transportation.
Men should change their
negative attitude towards
women and help the latter
as much as they can, she
said. Farzana Rahman, a
professor of UAP; Debra
Efroymson, international
adviser to the Institute of
Wellbeing in Bangladesh;
and Dr Nova Ahmed, an
associate professor of North
South University, also spoke
among others.
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