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Terror attack
plan foiled

Militant killed during counterterrorism operation
at city hotel near Dhanmondi 32, police say

DIATF CORRESPONDENT Since Holey Artisan attack last year, 69 sus-
pected militants were killed, mostly in police

shooting.

A suspected suicide bomber of “Neo J]MB”
was killed during an anti-militancy opera-
tion at a city hotel yesterday as
counterterrorism officials claim he had
planned to carry out an attack on the crowd
paying homage to Bangabandhu on
National Mourning Day at Dhanmondi 32.

The hotel is around half a kilometre off
Bangabandhu Memorial Museum, the
historic house in Dhanmondi where the
Father of the Nation was brutally killed
along with most of his family members on
August 15,1975

“The militant chose the nearby hotel as
part of a plan to melt into a procession and
carry out a suicide attack on the gathering at
Dhanmondi 32,” said Monirul Islam, chief

Some of them blew themselves up by detonat-
ing suicide vests during raids.

Law enforcers conducted at least 21 major anti-
terrorism operations.

As many as 150 militant suspects were arrested
during the operations since July 1last year.

of Counter Terrorism and Transnational
Crime (CTTC) unit of the DMP.

The dead has been identified as Saiful
Islam, son of Abul Khair of Dumuria in
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Members of the Criminal Investigation Department examine the blast scene at Hotel
Olio i in the capital's P y after Neo JMB mili-
tant Saiful Islam died during an anti-militant drive there. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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BANGABANDHU KILLING
CJ says 'big
shots' were

involved
'Could not be tried
for weak probe'
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Terming the killing of
Bangabandhu and his
family members “cow-
ardly”, Chief Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha
yesterday said many “big
shots” were involved in the
conspiracy to carry out the
killing, but they couldn't
be tried due to weakness in
investigation.

“Examining the case
records, we found that
many big shots were
involved in the conspiracy
[to kill Bangabandhu]. But
we couldn't put them on
trial because of weakness in
the probe [of the murder
case]. We have clearly said
in our judgement that it was
a criminal conspiracy. The
killing was pre-planned. We
called for putting them on
trial,” he said.

The chief justice was
speaking at a blood dona-
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NATION MOURNS

In tears, in
prayers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Yesterday, the road that leads to the resi-
dence of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman on Dhanmondi-32 was dotted
with posters and black banners
epitomising an ambience of remorse.

The historic March 7 Speech of
Bangabandhu and patriotic songs, played
using loudspeakers, kept reverberating
through the place and surrounding areas.

These created an atmosphere

which literally took everyone

there back to the cruelest day of
August when some disgruntled
army officers sinated
Bangabandhu and most of his
family members in that very resi-
dence in 1975,

Gathering in front of the house,

people from all walks of life stood

-a

A grief-stricken Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina along
with her younger sister Sheikh Rehana stands in sol-
emn silence after placing floral wreaths at the grave of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in Tungipara of

tion ganised
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y marking the 42nd death anniver-

y in sombre silence and placed floral
sary of the Father of the Nation. PHOTO: PMO
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No 'careless'
comments on
president, PM,
chief justice
Urges law minister

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Law Minister Anisul Huq
yesterday urged everyone to
be careful while making
comments over constitu-
tional posts like that of the
president, the prime minis-
ter and the chief justice.

He also said they would
face the 16th constitutional
amendment case verdict
legally.

“The posts of president,
prime minister, speaker
and chief justice are consti-
tutional posts. These pos
are of great importance. It
won't be right to make
careless comments on
them,” he told journalists
while addressing a mourn-
ing day rally near the
Awami League office in
Brahmanbaria's Akhaura.

Passed in 2014, the 16th
Amendment to the
Constitution had restored
parliament's powers to
remove SC judges for mis-
conduct or incapacity.
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EC, journos sit
today to talk
polls reforms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission
today begins its two-day
talks with editors and
senior journalists for their
opinions on possible elec-
toral reforms ahead of the
next parliamentary polls.

Seventy-one editors and
journalists of print, elec-
tronic and online media
outlets have been invited to
the dialogue to be held
today and tomorrow.

"On the first day, around
33 media representatives
will take part in the talks,
and the rest on Wednesday.
The talks will start at
10:00am at the Nirbachan
Bhaban,” EC acting secre-
tary Helaluddin Ahmed told
The Daily Star yesterday.

He said the commission
would hold dialogues with
the registered 40 political
parties from August 24,
and the talks would end by
September 20.

The EC has already sent
invitations to six political
parties for talks to be held
on August 24, 28 and 30,
he said.
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GULSHAN 2420-3575 sft. | BANANI 2280-2410 sft. | BARIDHARA 3515
DHANMONDI 2050-4275 sft. | UTTARA 1392-1554 sft. | ASHULIA ( s) 1750-3300 sft.
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