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Arbitrary
arbitration!

Five matbors sent to
Meherpur jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Five village matbors (leaders) were sent to jail
yvesterday after they appeared before a court in a
case for torturing a mosque imam and a young
woman after spreading rumour of their illicit
relation at Mathurapur village in Gangni upazila
of Meherpuron July 2.

Mohammad Sanaullah, senior judicial mag-
istrate of the Chief Judicial Magistrate's Court
in Meherpur, passed the order for sending the
accused -- Mokaddes Hossain, Mominul Islam,
Badsha Hossain, Ripon Ali and Kalu Hossain of
Mathurapur village -- tojail.

According to the prosecution, Romela
Khatun, 45, of the village called Nazmul
Hossain, 30, imam of Mathurapur mosque, to
her home for explanation of a Surah of the
Quranon July 1.

Spreading rumour that Nazmul had illicit
relation with Romela's 22-year-old niece, the
village leaders picked up Nazmul and the girl
from their houses on July 2 and tortured them
after tying themto a tree.

People watching the incident dared not save
the victims as the perpetrators are influential
people.

After the brutal torture the village leaders
forced the imam to marry the girl.

The imam's father Delwar Hossain filed a case

with the court on July 16.

Following the court's order, Gangni Police
Station OC Anwar Hossain submitted a first infor-
mation report on the incident on July 23 and the
court ordered the five village leaders to appear
before it within August 13.

The report said police did not find any illicit
relation between the imam and the girl.

The two persons are now living separately at
their respective homes, the OC said.

Twenty one homesteads were devoured by the
Padma river in Char Bhadrason upazila of
Faridpur in the last two days, while Pirojpur-
Dhaka Highway is in danger of being washed
away due to erosion by the Madhumati river at
Chitalmari upazila of Bagerhat.

Erosion in Boro Baliadangi village in Char
Bhadrason washed away 21 homesteads within
37 hours, locals said.

COUNTRY

The Padma devoured 21 houses at Baro Baliadangi village in Faridpur's Char
Bhadrason upazila in last two days while the Madhumati river (inset) threatens

Pirojpur-Dhaka highway at Shiladaha in Bagerhat's Chitalmari upazila.

Fury of Padma, Madhumati

STAR COUNTRY DESK Sogir Ali said, "I visited the area on Sunday, and
requested the deputy commissioner and Water
Development Board to take necessary steps.”

Meanwhile, erosion devoured a portion of
Shiladaha Bazar and around 20 houses in
Shiladaha wvillage under Kalatala union in
Chitalmari upazila of Bagerhat, threatening the
Pirojpur-Dhaka highway.

Locals said 10 villages on the bank of the
Madhumati are under threat of erosion. An

embankment needs to be built immediately to
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Chitalmari Upazila Parishad Chairman
Mujibur Rahman Shamim said a vast portion
of Pirojpur-Dhaka Highway could be eroded
at any moment, disrupting road communica-
tion between Pirojpur and other parts of the
country.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md Abu Syed said
they are trying their best to stop the erosion,
adding that they need government allotment
for building an embankment.

Qur correspondent in Pirojpur and a corre-

Char Bhadrason Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md

protect them, they added.

spondent in Bagerhat contributed to this story.

Schoolteacher

killed by
husband

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

A schoolteacher was hacked
to death allegedly by her
husband following a family
feud at Betagi Barua para in
Rangunia upazilla of
Chittagong early yesterday.

Law enforcers arrested the
victim's husband from
Ranguniavyesterday afternoon.

The wictim was Rumi
Barua, 35, an assistant teacher
of Collectorate School and
College in Bandarban where
she lived with her parents.

Rumi went to her hus-
band's house at Betagi Barua
para on August 10, said her
brother Monoj Kanti Barua.

Monoj said Rumi's hus-
band Rintu Barua might
have killed her following a
family feud.

Rintu hacked Rumi, leav-
ing her dead on the spot,
following an altercation over
a family issue, said police
quoting family members.

The accused went into
hiding soon after the killing,
said police.

Youth commits
'suicide’

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A youth allegedly commit-
ted suicide in Nabinagar
upazila yesterday.

The deceased, Badal Mia,
35, was a resident of
Bholachong Colony in
Nabinagar municipality.

Police said Badal's wife
found her husband hanging
from a ceiling fan around
11:00am.
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Students of Galachipa Girls' High School in Patuakhali attend class amid risk due to worsening condition of the

school building.

Students at risk

Galachipa Girls' High School building
is in very bad shape

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Students at Galachipa Girls' High School in Galachipa town of the district
are attending classes amid risk as the school building is in a very bad shape.

The plaster has fallen-off from many places and iron rods are sticking out
from the walls. Rainwater enters inside the building that has become unfit
foruse due to lack of renovation for long.

The school was set up in 1961, while its one-storey academic building
was built in 1965. The first floor was built in the 1980s as the number of
students increased. Now, there are around 650 students and 22 teachers in
the institution.

Raisa Amin, a Class X student, said chunks of plaster often fall from the
ceiling, so they cannot pay attention to their studies, adding that rainwater
enters the building and they are afraid that it might collapse any time.

Ani Kawsar, a Class VII student, said their education is being greatly ham-
pered due to the awful condition of the building, adding that the school
authority should take immediate steps to renovate the building considering
the interest of the students.

Md Kawsar, a guardian, said he remains worried until his daughter
returns from school.

There are eight classrooms and a computer lab in the school, and all are
under risk of breaking down, said, Salma Sultana, a teacher. Along with the
students, teachers are also afraid due to the risky building, she added.

Patuakhali Education Engineering Department (EED) sent a letter to the
school authorities on April 2, asking them not to use the schoolhouse due
to its bad condition. They asked the school authorities to continue aca-
demic activities at another place and also to demolish the school building.

A team from Galachipa municipality also visited the school on April 18,
and they too requested the school authorities not to use the building.

Headmaster Abdul Halim said they are constructing a tin-shed school-
house to continue their activities on a temporary basis.

EED Executive Engineer Md Asaduzzaman said they have asked the
authorities concerned not to use the building, adding that they are planning
to construct a new building.

Construction of the new building will start after getting allo-
cation, he added.
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Fellows save girl
from early
marriage

OQuR CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Classmates yesterday saved a college girl
from early marriage in Gurudaspur upazila
of the district, thanks to local administra-
tion who rushed to the spot and foiled the
marriage.

Police said family members of Jannatul
Mawa, daughter of Zakaria Islam of Nazirpur
village in the upazila, arranged her marriage
with a local youth without her consent.

Finding no alternative, Jannatul, an HSC
second-year student at Nawab Siraj-ud-
Daula Government College in Natore,
sought help from her classmates, who went
to the office of Natore Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Sahina Khatun and
informed her of the matter.

The DC immediately asked Gurudaspur
Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO) Monir
Hossain to take action and the latter rushed
the girl's house and stopped the marriage bid.

Jannatul's father Jakaria said he was
compelled to arrange his daughter's mar-
riage as some local youths have been teasing
her since long.

UNO Monir said the brilliant girl
achieved GPA-5 in all board exams, includ-
ing PSC, JSC and SSC, and no one has the
right to arrange her marriage without her
consent.

"We are very happy that we could save
our friend from the curse of early mar-
riage," said Sabrina Islam, one of
Jannatul's classmates.
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