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Peoples’ master plan

for a livable future

Most of the developed and developing
countries have shifted to renewable
energy sources because of various
benefits. Three quarters of the world's
energy comes from non-renewable
sources and the rest from renewable
sources. The present use of the world's
oil reserves will be exhausted within the
next hundred years. For example,
annually we receive a lot of rain and this
year much more so yet we cannot utilise
the water for irrigation during our dry
season due to no proper rainwater
harvesting scheme.

Bangladesh has huge potential
though. So far we have progressed, such
as the wide use of photovoltaic (PV) or
solar cells and biogas in different parts of
Bangladesh. But to persuade people to
increase their consumption, we have to
educate our country's people about finite
energy sources. Also, in developed
countries the state subsidises the price of
components for renewable energy
materials so that people are more
encouraged to adopt these alternative
technologies. If the same kind of
awareness is spread properly amongst
our people and with help from the state
we can set up a greener Bangladesh in

the near future.
Rafid Alam

Mohammadpur, Dhaka
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— Vladimir Nabokov
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Panamagate brings down PM Nawaz
Sharit

Pakistan's Supreme Court on Friday dismissed Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif over charges of corruption and undeclared assets
which came to light with the Panama Papers leaks bringing his
historic third term in power to an abrupt end and brietly pushing
the nuclear-armed nation into political turmoil. This is a grand
victory for a nation who is still toiling hard to fight for justice and
order. Every section of people applauded this rare decision of the
top court. The Panama Papers were an international affair that also
toppled Iceland's prime minister from office, not just the Pakistan
PM. We hope that Panamagate will unmask some sections of our
own politicians and citizens who have amassed huge wealth
illegally.

Nuzhat Rifa Ehsan

Baridhara, Dhaka

"Dn not be angry w1th the rain; it 51mply
does not know how to fall upwards.”

—— kL

ours

We demand DUCSU

elections immediately

Dhaka University in its golden era of students’
organised movement contributed to upholding the
democratic values and rights of citizens whenever
peace was endangered and democracy threatened
throughout the history of Bangladesh.
Unfortunately, things are now different and a culture
of conformity with the ruling party has gained
prominence in the absence of DUCSU elections.

DUCSU, which is now almost totally closed, has
played a pioneering role in creating new generation
leadership and organising untlinching protests
against oppressive regimes in the past. An inactive
DUSCU has led to a leadership vacuum which is so
far reaching that students, denied of constructive
student politics, are indulging in party politics and
acting as musclemen to protect the power of their
respective party.

For the last 27 years, the voice of 38,000 students
has been denied in the 105-member Senate of Dhaka
University as there is no student representation. On
July 29, 2017, when some student organisations of
the university carried out a non-violent protest
arguing against a senate meeting being held without
student representatives and registered graduates,
they were assaulted by their teachers on Senate
building premises.

We condemn to the strongest possible terms the
reprehensible physical attacks against the students
by their own teachers in the country's most
prominent academic institution. We, the students of
Dhaka University, demand that university
authorities hold DUCSU elections immediately to
uphold democratic values for the greater sake of the
country as part of the efforts for the Dhaka
University Order, 1973.

Md. Khalid Hasan
Institute of Education & Research
University of Dhaka

The opinions expressed in these letters do not necessarily represent the views of the Star Weekend.
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ohana Islam, who works in the

advertising sector, did not vote

during the National Elections in
2014. And there is a good chance, she
says, that she may not vote in 2019 either.

“Why should I vote for someone if I

don't want that person to come to
power? If I don't like any of the
representatives of my constituency, |
would rather stay at home and not do
anything. This is the only way I can
protest,” says Sohana.

NO VOTE:

NAIMUL KARIM

While the argument put forward by
Sohana and many others with a similar
issue is understandable, their decision to
abstain from voting does not, on paper,
reflect that that they are unhappy with
the status quo.

After all, your decision to not vote
could depend on a number of aspects.
You could be sick, you probably might
not be in town, you could simply not
care... the list goes on. Protesting against
your constituencies' representatives
could just be one of those many reasons
behind the decision to not vote.

And that's the reason why the Civil
Society earlier this month requested the
Election Commission, which is gearing
up to host the National Elections in 2019,
to include the No Vote system this time
around.

While members of the civil society
admit that the reinstatement of the No
Vote system—it was previously used in
2008—may not make a huge difference
as far as the results of the elections are
concerned, it will, however, stay true to
the principles of democracy and give the
people of Bangladesh more freedom to
express themselves in 2019.

It's an option that voters may choose if
they don't want to vote for any of the
candidates representing their
constituency. It's a system that is in place
in India and several other countries,
where people can vote for the None of
the Above (NOTA) option.

If the number of people voting for
NOTA is substantial then various steps
are taken. Sometimes the next highest
contender is given the constituency or
else new elections take place.

Local governance specialist Tofail

Ahmed believes that had the provision
for No Vote been present in 2014, 153
members would not have been elected
uncontested in the country that year.
“Firstly, the No Vote has been there for a
long time in countries like India and
other states, so no one can dismiss this as
a new concept. The candidate selection
process in our country is as such that
voters generally have a sense of
dissatisfaction. But there is no scope to
express that. That's why the No Vote

way of plugging the loopholes of our
democratic dysfunctional practices,” he
says. “If you really are not satisfied by
the nomination then instead of
abstention, which is a passive way of
participation, we wanted citizens to be
active and go to the polling booth
instead of sitting at home.”

Dr. Bhattacharaya points out that it is
unlikely to make a big differene to the
numbers—Iless than two percent of the
people voted for No Vote in 2008.

OCIETY'S BAROMETER

system can be a good tool for the
otherwise powerful, unorganised masses.
They can say that they have no

confidence in the candidates,” says Tofail.

CPD Distinguished Fellow Dr.
Debapriya Bhattacharaya explains that
the concept of the No Vote system arose
following countrywide meetings in 2005,
adding that the proposal of including the
No Vote system in the elections should
not be thought of as something that has
arisen because of the Dhaka-based civil
society. It has its origins based on a very
democratic process.

“In 2005 we had gone to 17 districts
and had many discussions across cross-
sections. In these discussions, the No
Vote option came out very strongly as a

In a similar vein, noted Educationist
Syed Manzoorul Islam believes that the
No Vote system can act as a barometer
for our society. “You can measure your
actual position in the electorate through
this system. Voters can show their no
confidence and then it can work as a
reminder for the party to take care of our
policies. The result will not matter, but it
could point out the gaps that we do not
know about. Those become clear,” he
explains.

According to Tofail, the inclusion of
the No Vote system can also help in the
reselection of candidates in a particular
constituency. “If more than one-third of
the population votes for No Vote, new
candidates should be brought up for a
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new election,” opines Tofail.

The demand for the reinstatement of
the No Vote system comes at a time
when the Supreme Court has released a
verdict that highlights the apparent lack
of independence of the EC. In the verdict
related to the case of the 16th
amendment, the Supreme Court observes
that none of the succeeding governments
took any step to strengthen the EC with
all the powers it needs for holding a free
and fair parliamentary election.

It states: “Unless the national
parliamentary election is held
impartially and independently free from
any interference, democracy cannot
flourish. In the absence of a credible
election, a credible parliament cannot be
established.”

The verdict further states: “As a result,
our election process and the parliament
remain in infancy. The people cannot
repose trust upon these two institutions
and if these institutions are not
institutionalised to gain public
confidence and respect, no credible
election can be held.”

The message from both the Supreme
Court and civil society is quite clear. The
EC needs to gain the public's trust for the
National Elections in 2019 to be
succesful. And reinstating the No vote
system, a tool that can only further
encourage people to express themselves,
can clearly be a small step towards

achieving that goal.
Follow Naimul Karim @naimonthefield
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