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Jet fighter's
tanks drop
to ground

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Two external fuel tanks from a fighter

jet dropped near a road in Nilnagar
of Nabinagar upazila in
Brahmanbaria around 11:00am yes-
terday, creating panic among locals.

They thronged the area to see the
14-15 feet long objects. Thinking that
the objects might explode, they
started panicking.

Bangladesh Air Force claimed that
the two fuel tanks belonged to them.

Lt Col Rashidul Hasan, director of
Inter-Services Public Relations
Directorate, told The Daily Star yes-
terday that they were primarily
assuming the fuel tanks dropped
from the fighter aircraft F-7 due to a
technical glitch.

On information, police recovered
the tanks and took them to
Nabinagar Police Station.

Chairman of Zinodpur Union
Parishad Abdur Rouf said he visited
the spot after the incident.

People could have been fatally
injured if the tanks dropped into any
home, he said.

Officer-in-Charge of Nabinagar
Police Station Aslam Sikder said the
fuel tanks appeared to be empty.

Mubhith
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higher than that of government
employees. So, nothing to be done
afresh, he said.

Muhith made the comments while
replying to reporters’ queries follow-
ing a meeting with a deleganon from
Newspaper Owners' Associ:
Bangladesh (Noab) at the secretariat.

The Noab team was led by its
President Matiur Rahman, editor of
Prothom Alo. The other members
included Noab Vice-president AK
Azad, publisher of Samakal, and
Executive Member Mahfuz Anam,
editor and publisher of The Daily
Star. Nojibur Rahman, chairman of
National Board of Revenue, and
Martuza Ahmed, information secre-
tary, were also present.

Meanwhile, sources at the finance
ministry said Muhith would meet
leaders of Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BEUJ), Dhaka Union
of Journalists (DUJ) and Dhaka
Reporters Unity (DRU) on August 17
to discuss about the newspaper
industry.

Yesterday, the minister also told
reporters, “Information on the news-
paper industry is being gathered and
the information being received is very
sad. So many newspapers don't exist
in reality. Even after that, they are
running, It's because [they] get paper
in low price. They get this and that.”

After the meeting, Information
Minister Hasanul Haq Inu said, “Sev-
eral problems faced by the newspaper
industry were discussed. However, no
decision was taken.

The finance minister said except 15
to 20 newspapers, all the other dailies
published from Dhaka were “bogus”.
He asked how many professionals,

SJC comes into effect again
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after the apex court released the full
text of its verdict in the 16th constitu-
tional amendment case, said SC
sources.

This was the first meeting of SJC
after its restoration following the
scrapping of the constitutional
amendment by the SC. Its last meet-
ing was held in September 2014
before the Jatiya Sangsad passed the
16th constitutional amendment
abolishing the decades-old chief
justice-led SJC.

The SJC also decided that the CJ
would issue transfer orders for the
bench officer and the assistant bench
officer of the SC after October 4.

Two other SJC members, Justice Md
Abdul Wahhab Miah and Justice Syed
Mahmud Hossain, were present at the
meeting.

Yesterday, SC Registrar General Syed
Aminul Islam issued a notice regarding
the meeting decisions.

Earlier, the SC had issued a directive
that the full judgments and orders of
the courts must be released within six
months after their announcements in
open courts.

The 16th constitutional amend-
ment was challenged with the HC in
November 2014. The court in May
last year declared the amendment
unconstitutional and void as it
found the change went against the
principles of the separation of pow-
ers and the independence of the
judiciary.

The government in January this year
filed an appeal with the SC against
the HC verdict. The SC in July
rejected the appeal and upheld the
HC verdict.

In its full verdict released on
Tuesday, the apex court said the inde-
pendence of the judiciary was under-
mined and curtailed by making the
judiciary “vulnerable to a process of
removal of the judges by parlia-
ment”.

Speaking at the weekly cabinet
meeting on Monday, more than a
dozen ministers said the SJC can-
not be restored automatically
under any circumstances. They
said parliament has to amend the
constitution if the SJC was needed
to be brought back, according to
meeting sources.

12 get death
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Shamimul Akter defended the
accused.

The Special PP said the learned
judge sentenced all 12 accused of the
case as charges brought against them
were proved without any doubt as
per witness statements' and other
proofs provided.

Rajan's mother Shahida Begum
after hearing the verdict said, "I have
got justice. The people who killed my
only son got the right punishment”.

She demanded immediate execu-
tion of the verdict.

War crimes appeals
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The International Crimes (Tribunals)
Act-1973 was amended in February
2013, making a provision for dispos-
ing of appeals against the sentences in
60 days. This amendment raised the
hope that the SC would quickly hear
and dispose of such appeals and
deliverjudgments on them.

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam,
however, said disposing of the war
crimes-related appeals in 60 days was
merely a directive, it was not mandatory.

The SC disposed of seven war

i appeals in the last four
years. Six of them were awarded death
penalty and they were later executed.

They are J Islami leaders

any appeal by the apex court.

The attorney general, however,
recently said he would move an appli-
cation before the SC within a few days
for hearing Mobarak's appeal.

On November 24, 2014, the
International Crimes Tribunal-1
sentenced Mobarak, a former Awami
League leader from Brahmanbaria, to
death for abducting and killing 33
people in his district during the
Liberation War in 1971. The tribunal
also sentenced Mobarak to life impris-
onment for another war crime and
acquitted him of three other charges.

On December 18, 2014, Mobarak
fled an appeal with the apex court,

the ICT-1 verdict.

Abdul Quader Mollah, Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman, Ali Ahs
Mohammad Mojaheed, Motiur
Rahman Nizami and Mir Quasem Ali
and BNP leader Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury.

Delawar Hossain Sayedee, another
war criminal and Jamaat leader, is now
behind bars as the SC commuted his
death sentence to jail until death.

‘Two war crimes tribunals have so far
delivered 28 judgments. Fifty-three
people were convicted and 31 of them
were sentenced to death.

The Appellate Division is now set to
hear and settle the appeal of convicted
war criminal Mobarak Hossain. The
defence and the state counsels, however,
could not say specifically when the apex
court would start hearing the appeal

Contacted, Attorney General

apart from

have their salaries and allowances fixed.

Asked about wage board from
television journalists, Muhith said,
“The same situation. Those who can't
do that would leave. Is anywhere else
are there so many TV channels?”

UK hopes
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participate and secondly let's have a
free, fair and transparent election,
because those are foundations for
ensuing sustainable democracy for
the long term,” he said in an inter-
view with two media outlets, includ-
ing The Daily Star.

He expressed disappointment over
the BNP-led 20-party alliance's boycott
of the January 5, 2014 national polls.

‘The next Jatiya Sangsad election is
due in around 17 month.

The minister said all political
parties should contest the next parlia-
mentary elections as participatory
polls provide the pluralistic choice of
a healthy democracy.

“And in doing so, it is also impor-
tant to ensure that elections are trans-
parent, free and fair,” he said, adding
that it would give a huge opportunity
to celebrate the pluralistic nature of
Bangladesh in 2021 when the country
would celebrate 50 years of independ-
ence.

“UK and Bangladesh have strong
ties. We are strong advocate for hav-
ing a democracy which is sustainable
and Bangladesh has exactly moved
into that area,” the UK minister said.

During his three-day visit, Lord
Ahmad called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and held a meeting
with State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Md Shahriar Alam. He also met some
political leaders and discussed the
role of the Commonwealth in pro-
moting values such as human rights,
democracy and the rule of law.

Lord Ahmad said Britain already
took a number of steps, including the
Queen's Commonwealth Canopy, to
save forests and stopping radicalis-
ation of people through the internet.

The UK would look forward on
how to engage other countries,
including Bangladesh, in the process,
and would also like to work together
on countering terrorism, he added.

The British minister will leave
Dhaka this morning for India.

hbubey Alam and senior defence
counsel Khandker Mahbub Hossain
told The Daily Star that the chief justice
has the authority to fix date for hearing

Apart from Mobarak, Abdus
Subhan, ATM Azharul Islam, Syed
Mohammad Quasar, Mahidur
Rahman, Forkan Mallik, Serajul
Haque alias Siraj Master, Khan Akram
Hossain, Obaidul Haque Taher, Ataur
Rahman Nani, Shamsuddin Ahmed,
SM Yousuf Ali, Shamsul Haque,
Muhibur Rahman Boro Mia, Mujibur
Rahman Angur Mia, Abdur Razzak,
Shakhawat Hossain, Billal Hossain
and Moslem Prodhan are the con-
victed war criminals who filed appeals
with the apex court.

Two international crimes tribunals
have convicted and sentenced them to
death for committing crimes against
humanity during thewarin 1971.

Besides, the government submitted
an appml before the SC, seeking death
penalty for former Jatiya Pdrty lawmaker
Abdul Jabbar, who is on the run. On
February 24, 2015, the ICT-1 sentenced
Jabbar to imprisonment until death in
absentia for crimes against humanity.

Militants now pose
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masterminds and the arms suppliers to
the café attackers have already been
killed and six others have been arrested
during drives by the CTTC unit in last
one year.

On July 29, the unit picked up
another mastermind Aslam Hossain
Rashed alias Rash. The arrestee is now
on five-day remand.

Monirul said the investigators
would decide on submitting the
charge sheet in the Gulshan attack case
after the second remand period of the
key accused ends this week.

About the arrest of suspected
Ansarullah Bangla Team (ABT) militant
Abdullah Al Mamun in India on August
6, Monirul said they already collected

information about the arrestee.

He said Abdullah from
Mymensingh's Tarakanda upazila left
Bangladesh eight years ago to study at an
Indian madrasa. “We suspect he might
have been radicalised at the madrasa.”

On tracing missing people, the
CITC chief said if anyone goes missing
and is radicalised, law enforcers gather
intelligence on him to trace and bring
him to book. If anyone is traced
abroad, the law enforcers seek help
from Interpol to arrest him and bring
himbackhome, headded.

DMP Deputy Commissioner
Masudur Rahman and CRAB Secretary
Sarwar Alom were present at the
programme, among others, with CRAB
President Abu Saleh Akon in the chair.

Salman Shah
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interrogated.

“Please bring back her [Ruby, who is
now in the US] for the sake of fair
investigation into the killing,” she said.

In a video message from the US,
Ruby claimed her brother 'Rumi' killed
Salman at the behest of her Chinese
husband and the family of Samira
Hagq, Salman's wife. A former neigh-
bour and beautician for the film star,
Ruby is one of the 11 accused of
murder in a petition filed by Salman's
mother. Samirais also an accused.

A former Jatiya Party politician,
Neela lives in Britain with her younger
son. She said proper investigation did
not take place into her son's death.
“Where is the inquest report?”

She alleged there was pressure from
the high ups so that the case did not see
any progress. “The case will be influ-
enced even now,” she said.

“My son was murdered and it
should bea murder case ... Why would
my son kill himself after drinking
waterat7:00am?”

Shahriar Chowdhury Emon, known
as Salman Shah to his legions of fans,

was found dead in his Dhaka apartment
on September 6, 1996. He was 25.

Police had filed an unnatural death
case considering it a suicide, but the
family objected to it and lodged a
murder case. Salman's father Kamar
Uddin had started the case, but after
his death, Neela Chowdhury emerged
as the plaintiff.

Contacted, Additional SP (Dhaka
Metro) of the Police Bureau of
Investigation (PBI) Bashir Ahmed,
who is supervising the case, said first
the Shahbagh Police Station and then
the Detective Branch and the Criminal
Investigation Department investigated
the case.

A judicial inquiry was also carried
out. “All investigation teams and the
judicial inquiry team submitted reports
with findings that it was a suicide,” he
told The Daily Star last night.

The case was transferred to the PBI
in December last year.

About Ruby's statement, Bashir
said, “We're verifying it with utmost
importance. If we find it [statement] to
be authentic, we will use it for the next
course of the investigation.”
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Terror financier
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from Habiganj's Baniachang upazila,
entered Turkey illegally around 10
years ago and returned home after
spending nearly five years there. He
maintained communication with
different organisations and individu-
als during his stay in Turkey.

Asked what evidence the CID had
found about his terror financing,
Nazrul said they primarily suspected
that he financed terrorist activities as
he spent money through NGOs which
do not have government's approval.

Mostaq runs an NGO named Al
Kawsar in Habiganj and also engages
with another NGO working for
Rohingyas, he said

Replying to a query, the CID offi-
cial said most of the money Mostaq,
once an activist of Jamaat-e-Islami,
received from abroad in 2014.

The CID will investigate whether
he had funded terror activities during
the political turmoil of 2013 and
2014, said CID officials.

A case has been lodged against
him with Habiganj Sadar Police
Station under the Money Laundering
Prevention Act.

Bogra rape
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Former convener of Bogra unit
Shramik League, Tufan allegedly
abducted and raped the girl on July
17. In an attempt to hush up the
incident, he and his associates tor-
tured the girl and her mother, and
shaved their heads.

The victim's mother filed a case on
July 28, following which police
arrested 11 people including nine
accused.

Bangladeshis
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person was held under Malaysia's
Se:umy Offenses (Special Measures)
Act, Ayob said.

He further said the foreign workers

also included citizens of Nepal,
Indones yanmar, Oman, Yemen,
Usbekistan, Thatland, Nigeria and Sri
Lanka.

The arrested people were taken to
police headquarters, where their
identities were screened against
Interpol's l'umgn Terrorist Fighters
list and Malaysia's counter-terrorism
database, Ayob said.

"The operation is the first of many
that we are going to conduct in con-
junction with SEA Games,” Ayob
said. “The main aim is to weed out
the area from any threats, including
terror elements.”

He said police operations would
focus in the Klang Valley and in states
where sports events will be hosted,
including northern Kedah state and
Penang, on the northwest coast.

Malaysian officials are on height-
ened alert and authorities have car-
ried out preparations to beef up
security during the 29th Southeast
Asian Games (SEA Games), a multi-
sport event involving 11 countries
that is scheduled to take place from
August 19 to 31.

Last Friday, police launched drills
and practiced commando raids in
Kuala Lumpur to prepare for the
games. Prime Minister Najib Razak
and Home Minister Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi witnessed the practice runs.

According to a BBC report,
machines to make fake passports and
to forge Malaysian immigration docu-
ments were among the items seized
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Hajj agencies
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only 29 dedicated flights and eight
scheduled flights took off for Saudi
Arabiaso far.

Some 1, 27,198 pilgrims are sched-
uled to perform hajj from Bangladesh
this year under the government and
private arrangements.

Abdul Jalil, secretary of religious
affairs ministry, told this correspon-
dent yesterday that so far 85,000
pilgrims got their visas. Of them,
around 47,000 have flown to Saudi
Arabia.

Against this backdrop, Biman
Bangladesh Airlines will hold a press
conference today at its Balaka Head
Office to express its concern over
sendingpilgrims.

The hajj is scheduled to be per-
formed on September 1 or 2, depend-
ing on moon sighting, and the last date
to reach Saudi Arabia is August 26.

Meanwhile, Religious Affairs
Minister Motiur Rahman yesterday
asked the hajj agencies concerned to

submit visa applications on behalf of
the pilgrims by tomorrow.

"If any agency fails to submit the
applications within this deadline, legal
actions, including cancellation of hajj
licence, will be taken against those
agencies,” he told reporters at the Hajj
Camp at the capital's Ashkona, after a
meeting with leaders of Hajj Agencies
Association of Bangladesh (Haab).

*A list is being prepared and action
will be taken against those hajj agen-
cies responsible for visa complexities
of hajj pilgrims. No one will be
spared,” he warned.

Those who did not get visas will get
those by August 17, and they will all be
ableto reach Saudi Arabia by August 26,

Shahadat Hossain Taslim, secretary
general of Haab, told The Daily Star
that 48 agencies were initially late to
submit visa applications for their
clients.

Twenty-six agencies have since
completed the process, and the rest
must do so by August 10, he added

PM recalls
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life, she said Bangamata helped
Bangabandhu take various important
political decisions.

She said Bangabandhu used to
learn about the Awami League leaders
and workers from his wife when she
met him in jails during the Pakistan
period.

The PM said her mother sent her
with a message to Bangabandhu not to
accept the proposal of coming out of
jail on parole in the Agartala conspir-
acy case and Bangabandhu rejected the
parole offer. Later, the then Pakistan
government was forced to free
Bangabandhu unconditionally.

She mentioned that the Father of
the Nation was frequently imprisoned
on political grounds, but during that
period her mother played an impor-
tantrole in administering the AL.

The PM recalled that during the
Liberation War in 1971, Bangamata
had faced the situation with patience,
courage and wisdom while her hus-
band remained imprisoned in

Pakistan.

Terming her mother a simple and
humble person, Hasina said she stayed
beside Bangabandhu and played a
unique role during the Liberation War
and rebuilding of the nation soon after
the country's independence.

Bangamata would remain in the
heart of the Bangali nation and would
be ever remembered for her sacrifices,
patriotism and love for the people, she
added.

State Minister for Women and
Children Affairs Meher Afroz Chumki
presided over the function, organised
by her ministry.

A documentary on the life and
works of Bangamata was screened on
the occasion.

On this day in 1930, she was born in
a noble Muslim family in Tungipara
village of the then Gopalganj sub-
division in Faridpur.

She along with Bangabandhu and
most of her family members was
brutally killed on August 15, 1975.
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The election body asked the PML-N to
elect a new party leader and then
inform the ECP.

Nawaz's rival, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
Chairman Imran Khan, on Monday had
urged the PML-N to distance itself from
the ousted premier, warning that it would
"ruinitself” ifitdid notdoso.

Sharif, 68, was disqualified by the
Supreme Court last month but kept his
grip on the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) party and
outlined plans for Shahid Khagan Abbasi
o act as interim prime minister until his
brother, Shahbaz, becomes eligible to
take over by winning the by-election.

But Sharif and PML-N leadership
have decided that Shahbaz should
continue in his role as chief minister of
the politically vital Punjab province
that accounts for more than half of
Pakistan's 190 million people.

"Shahbaz will definitely not contest
for NA 120," said one of Shahbaz's aides
in Lahore, referring to the National
Assembly seat left vacant by Nawaz.

A senior PML-N figure in Lahore

Remove Nawaz

would not be contesting the seat, a
move likely to leave Abbasi in charge
until the next general elections, likely
inmid-2018.

PML-N officials say the main reason
why Shahbaz may not take over is
linked to the general elections and the
party's fears that its grip on the vital
Punjab province will weaken if he steps
down as chief minister.

The way Pakistan's political system
is set up means any party that sweeps
Punjab will most likely go on to form a
government after the 2018 poll.

Nawaz resigned last month after the
Supreme Court disqualified him for
not declaring a small source of income
-something he rejects receiving.

The veteran leader has criticised the
court's decision and on Wednesday
plans to begin a two-day drive to
Lahore via all the major towns along
the way, a move that his supporters say
will show how popular he remains
withvoters.

His supporters also argue that it is
not clear if the Supreme Court disqual-
ification means he is barred from
contesting the next election.
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