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Biman gets 12
landing slots

Hajj pilgrims still suffer
in ticket mess

RASHIDUL HASAN

Biman Bangladesh Airlines has got permission from Saudi
Arabian civil aviation authority to operate 12 extra hajj
flights that might clear the backlog of pilgrims who had
earlier missed their flights due to visa complications.

“Biman yesterday got approval to operate 12 additional
hajj flights. Of those, first two flights will leave Hazrat Shah
Amanat International Airport in Chittagong tomorrow
[today] carrying 838 pilgrims who missed hajj flights ear-
lier,” Saiful Islam, director, Ashkona Hajj Camp, told The
Daily Star last night.

Talking to this correspondent, Religious Affairs Secretary
Abdul Jalil yesterday assured that all 1.27 lakh pilgrims
including those who missed their hajj flights would fly to
Saudi Arabia within the deadline of August 26.

He added around 70,000 pilgrims got visas as of yester-
day morning, while 1.7 lakh potential pilgrims have sub-
mitted their documents to get the visas.

Abdul Jalil alleged that Biman has yet to provide them
with the lists of travel agencies who they distributed air
tickets to sell those among the hajj agencies.

“The religious affairs ministry has sought the lists several
days ago, but Biman Bangladesh Airlines and the respective
ministry have failed to provide it,” he said, adding, "We
could identify how many air tickets were distributed among
whom and if there were any irregularities in ticket sale.
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A father with his son leaves for Saudi Arabia yesterday to perform hajj. Inset,
a woman stranded at Dhaka airport. Her hajj agent told her that her flight was

at 2:25pm but when she reached the airport from Chapainawabganj in the

morning she was told there was no ticket for her.
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25kg gold found on
man on wheelchair

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SECTION 57
First case after

cop clearance

A man coming out of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport on a wheel-
chair feigning illness was busted for attempting to smuggle gold bars weigh-

ing 25kg yesterday.

Seeing that Jamil Akhter, 48, travelled abroad 13 times in the last six
months, customs officials frisked him and found 250 gold bars attached to

the lower part of his body.

It is the largest gold haul worth about Tk 12.5 crore seized by customs
officers this year, HM Ahsanul Kabir, assistant commissioner of customs,

said.

Jamil arrived at the airport from Singapore around 11:00pm. He was just
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Yet another case has been filed under
section 57 of the Information and
Communication Technology (1CT) Act
over a Facebook post.

This is the first case that has been
lodged after consultation with the police
headquarters. On Wednesday, the police
headquarters issued an instruction, asking
police stations to consult its legal wing
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Israel set to close
Al-Jazeera office

REUTERS, Jerusalem

[srael plans to revoke the media credentials
of Al Jazeera TV journalists, close its
Jerusalem bureau and pull the Qatar-based
station's broadcasts from local cable and
satellite providers, Communications
Minister Ayoub Kara said yesterday.

The closure did not appear imminent,
however, and an Israeli official said a legal
process was still required to implement

most of the proposed steps.

Kara said the measures were intended to
bolster Israel's secuity and "to bring a situa-
tion that channels based in Israel will report
objectively".

There was no immediate comment from
Al Jazeera headquarters in Qatar but jour-
nalists working for the station in Israel said
they did not expect imminent moves against
them.
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3 pro-AL SC
lawyers meet
chief justice

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three eminent Supreme
Court lawyers and Awami
League leaders met Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar
Sinha at his SC office yester-
day.

The lawyers -- former law
minister Shafique Ahmed,
AL presidium members
Yusuf Hossain Humayun
and Abdul Matin Khasru,
also a former law minister --
called the meeting a “cour-
tesy call”,

The meeting, which took
place in the wake of the apex
court's verdict on the 16th
amendment, discussed how
to uphold the rule of law
and dignity of the judiciary.

The chief justice and the
lawyers agreed there should
not be any conflict between
the judiciary and the execu-
tive and that every organ of
the state should perform
from their respective consti-
tutional positions.

Shafique told The Daily
Star that the chief justice felt
that the lawyers could play a
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PRAYER TIMING
AUGUST 7

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-20 12-455-00 6-47 8-15
JAMAAT 4-55 1-15 515 6-55 8-45
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Iron rods of Mouchak-Malibagh flyover stick out precariously on DIT Road near Malibagh Chowdhurypara yester-
day. There was no warning sign or barriers to protect oncoming traffic and pedestrians trying to cross the street.

Neptune storm
surprising’

SKYNEWS.COM.AU

A storm 6,000 miles wide has been found raging
on Neptune in what scientists say is an 'extremely
surprising’ discovery.

The massive system is marked by bright clouds
near the equator where they have never been seen
before.
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POLLS DIALOGUE

EC to meet
journos on

Aug 16-17

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission will hold dialogues with journal-
ists on August 16 and 17 as part of its polls roadmap.

"Talks with journalists from online and television chan-
nels will be held on August 16, and discussions with print
media journalists on August 17. Around 60 journalists will
be invited for this purpose,” EC Secretary Helal Uddin
Ahmed told The Daily Star yesterday.

The dialogue is likely to begin at 11:00am at the EC
Secretariat, he said, adding that the commission is planning
to start the talks early.

The EC earlier had invited 59 civil society members to the
talks in which some 35 participated while some others
expressed their inability to attend for personal reasons.
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