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NHRC worried
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seven months and rape of a speech
impaired girl by her uncle.

"Violence against women,
including rape and torture, have
increased recently which hit the
news headlines. The culprits have
gone beyond control as justice was
not ensured in time,” he said, add-
ing that such crimes increased due to
social unrest and culture of impunity.

A section of criminals were com-
mitting such crimes under political
and administrative protection
which is not acceptable at all,
Reazul said.

The NHRC boss underscored the
need for taking immediate steps
like prompt arrest of the culprits,
proper investigation into the inci-
dents and quick disposal of cases to
avert any recurrence of such crimes.

The commission also called
upon the law enforcers to step up
security measures to tackle the
crime.

The rights watchdog hoped law
enforces would immediately arrest
all the alleged rapists, including
Badal Mia over the Tangail rape
incident, and take necessary mea-
sures to ensure exemplary punish-
ment to them.

Madrasa teacher
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Her mother filed a case under
Women and Children Repression
Prevention Act later that night.

Ohiduzzaman was arrested.

Officer-in-Charge of Shahrasti
Police Station Md Mizanur Rahman
said the statement of the accused
teacher has been recorded in which
he confessed to the crime. The court
sent Ohiduzzaman to jail.

The victim said the same man
raped her earlier in the month and
then threatened to kill her older sister
if she reported the matter to anyone.

The girl's father was an auto-
rickshaw driver and has very recently
gone to Malaysia with a job.

Airlines move
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Meanwhile, religious affairs minis-
try yesterday warned of legal actions
against private hajj tour agencies
responsible for visa complications of
pilgrims.

"The hajj flights were cancelled
due to negligence of hajj agencies.
Legal actions, including cancellation
of licenses, will be taken against
them," Motiur Rahman, minister of
religious affairs said at a press brief-
ing at the Ministry.

Biman General Manager (Public
Relation) Shakil Meraj told The
Daily Star that four packed hajj
flights of the national flag carrier left
for Saudi Arabia yesterday.

However, a flight scheduled to
leave Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport at 10:15am
yvesterday has been delayed by 48
hours, he added.

Abdul Jalil, secretary of the
religious affairs ministry, said, "I
strongly believe there will be no
more problems in this regard if
Biman does not have to cancel its
flights.”

He added that visas for 60,000
pilgrims have already been
obtained and 25,000 of them are all
set to fly. Getting visas for the rest of
the pilgrims are underway, he also
said.

REPEAT PILGRIMS HAVE

TO PAY EXTRA Tk 44,000
Ashkona Hajj Camp Director
Saiful Islam said the Saudi govern-
ment yesterday informed its
Bangladesh counterpart that each
repeat pilgrim must pay an addi-
tional Saudi Riyals 2000 [Tk 44,000].

He also said the religious affairs
ministry in a circular would inform
hajj agencies about the matter.

There are 5,600 pilgrims who
had performed hajj in the last five
years, sald Abdul Jalil.

Hajj agencies had been refusing
to pay the extra charge.

Divorce doubles
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at least a secondary level of education,
with the figure standing at 1.7 per one
thousand. Those with no education
had a rate of divorce of 0.5.

In rural areas, the divorce rate was
1.3 per thousand. In urban areas it
was 0.8.

According to the report, Rajshahi
division had the highest rate of
divorce, 1.9 per thousand, followed
by Khulna, 1.3.

The incidents of divorce were high-
estin the 25-29 age group, 2.7.

In Dhaka city, a fragment of the
divorcees actually pre-notify the two
city corporations prior to taking the
recourse. The records of the two city
corporations show that 5,353 people
submitted such notices in 2012 while
the numberrose to 7,458 last year.

Nearly seven out of 10 such notices
that the two city corporations
received came from the wives. In
some cases, couples refrained from
divorcing each other even after filing
notices but that number was not signif-
1cant.

According to the BBS, some of the
most common reasons behind deci-
sions of separation and divorce stem
from an inability to maintaining a
conjugal life, failure in providing
subsistence, immoral practices, incur-
able diseases, physical assault, dowry,
premature marriage, infertility and
polygamy.

Md Mamunur Rashid Khan, a
marriage registrar of the city's
Kulutola Kazi Office, told The Daily
Star that the number of divorce inci-
dents increased over the last few years.

"On an average, | get 10 cases of
divorces a month whereas it was only
five a few years ago," said Rashid, also
the senior joint secretary of
Bangladesh Muslim Marriage
Registrars Association.

He said young peoples' exposure to
the virtual world, involvement in ill-
planned emotional relationships,
and extra-marital affairs contributed
to the rise in the incidents of divorce
these days.

The marriage registrar said in seven
out of 10 cases, it was the wives who
sought divorce. "But it doesn't mean
women are more likely to divorce as |
have noticed in many of these cases
that actually the husbands made the
wives take the first move for different

HC enquires
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Shafiqul and Altaf were negligent,
incompetent and inefficient in filing
and dealing with the case.

From June to August in 2009, at
least 28 children across the country
died of renal failures allegedly caused
by Rid Pharma's paracetamol syrups
and suspensions.

In August that year, Shafiqul Islam,
the then superintendent of drug
administration, filed the case with the
Dhaka Drug Court.

On November 28 last year, the drug
court acquitted Rid Pharma's all five
officials.

Two officials of the drug adminis-
tration involved in the case knowingly
violated due procedure of law, and
exhibited sheer negligence, ineffi-
ciency and incompetence in dealing
with the case, the verdict said.

Shafiqul Islam and Altaf Hossain
were drug superintendents in 2009.

strategic reasons.”

Eminent psychologist Farida
Akhtar told The Daily Star there were
many dimensions to men-women
marital relationship and for different
reasons the relationship could get
strenuous.

"Today's women are more con-
scious about their rights. Every mod-
ern woman likes to see her life
become meaningful. If any relation-
ship (marriage in this case) becomes a
roadblock in achieving her life's
dream, she may choose to break free,”
explained Farida.

She said differences in men-
women pre-marriage and post-
marriage understanding, doubts over
spouse's friendship with other
men/women, drug addiction, decep-
tions, impotence and impact of overall
societal unrest were also being trans-
lated into increased number of
divorces these days.

Tania Haque teaches Women and
Gender Studies at Dhaka University.
She told The Daily Star that women's
entry into the job market gave them
confidence, financial freedom and
more decision-making power and in
certain cases it became possible for
them to not tolerate subjugation from
their male counterparts.

The DU associate professor
believes that many, influenced by the
virtual world, tend to live in fantasies.
They disengage from their surround-
ings and eventually go for breakups on
flimsy grounds.

"We're seeing erosion of familial
commitment, values and many even
can't afford spending quality family-
time because of too much work in a
fast-moving world."

Profit falls
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management decisions. At one stage,
two independent directors resigned
from the board in May.

Data shows the bank had a provi-
sion of Tk 352.29 crore in June, up
from Tk 175.95 crore in the corre-
sponding month the previous year.

“It's true that our financial perfor-
mance has deteriorated, but it's tem-
porary,” said the chairman of Islami
Bank.

He expressed optimism the bank's
profitability would pick up by the end
of the year.

The new management in April
declared 10 percent cash dividend for
2016, lowest in the bank's recent his-
tory. The declaration disappointed
capital market investors.

The price of Islami Bank shares fell
by over 20 percent (from Tk 43 to Tk
34) in the first week of April.

Yesterday, each Tk 10 share of the
bank was traded at Tk 34.70 at the
Dhaka Stock Exchange.

The bank lent aggressively in the last
six months, but its deposit growth was
slow. Its advances to deposits ratio was
93 percent in June, which was beyond
the authorised limit of 90 percent.

The advances to deposits ratio
measures loans (advances) as a per-
centage of deposits.

The bank disbursed loans of Tk
5,031 crore in January-June this year
compared to Tk 3,521 crore in the
corresponding period a year ago.

It received deposits of Tk 2,298
crore during the six months, down by
30 percent from Tk 3,310 crore in the
same period last year.
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Heat to make
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from extreme future heat waves is
concentrated around the densely popu-
lated agricultural regions of the Ganges
and Indus river basins," wrote the
authors of the study, led by former MIT
research scientist Eun-Soon Im, now an
assistant professor at the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology.

While most climate studies have
been based on temperature projec-
tions alone, this one -- published
Wednesday in the journal Science
Advances -- also considers humidity as
well as the body's ability to cool down
1IN response.

Those three factors together make
up what is called a "wet-bulb tempera-
ture,” which is the air temperature
taken when a wet cloth is wrapped
around the thermometer. It is always
lower than the dry-bulb temperature --
how much so depends on the humid-
ity. It can help estimmate how easy it is
for water to evaporate.

It can also offer a gauge for where
climate change might become danger-
ous.

Scientists say humans can survive a
wet-bulb temperature of up to about
35 degrees Celsius, beyond which the
human body has difficulty sweating to
cool down, or sweat doesn't evapo-
rate, leading to heat stroke and ulti-
mately death within just a few hours --
even in shaded, ventilated conditions.

So far, wet bulb temperatures have
rarely exceeded 31 C, a level that is
already considered extremely hazard-
ous.

Most of those at risk in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh are poor
farmworkers or outdoor construction
labourers. They are unlikely to have
air conditioners -- up to 25 percent in
of India's population still has no
access to electricity. In some areas that
have been deforested for industry or
agriculture, they may not even have
very much shade.

For the study, the researchers car-
ried out computer simulations using
global atmospheric circulation models
under two scenarios -- one in which
the world comes close to meeting its
goal of curbing emissions to limit
Earth's average temperature rise to 2
degrees C above pre-industrial levels,
and one if it continues emitting at
current levels.

Both scenarios play out danger-
ously for South Asia. But with no limit
on global warming, about 30 percent
of the region could see dangerous wet
bulb temperatures above 31 degrees C
on a regular basis within just a few
decades. That's nearly half a billion
people by today's population levels,
though the full scale could change as
the population grows. Meanwhile, 4
percent of the population -- or 60
million in today's population -- would
face deadly highs at or above 35
degrees C by 2100.

But if the world can limit global
warming, that risk exposure declines
drastically. About 2 percent of the
population would face average wet
bulb temperatures of 31 degrees C or
higher.

Experts say countries must work
toward meeting the Paris agreement
goals to limit average global warming
to 2 degrees C, especially since the
world has already warmed by 1 degree
C. That average will play out differ-
ently across the planet, and South Asia
is expected to be hit harder than other
regions.

Spat casts shadow
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military into Chinese territory.

"China will take all necessary mea-
sures to safeguard its legitimate and
lawful rights and interests," the
Foreign Ministry said.

The two sides' troops are confronting
each other close to a valley controlled by
China that separates India from its close
ally, Bhutan, and gives China access to
the so-called Chicken's Neck, a thin
strip of land connecting India and its
remote northeastern regions.

Responding, India reiterated an
earlier line that work by a Chinese road
crew in the sensitive frontier area
would have changed the status quo
and urging "utmost restraint” by all
sides.

"India considers that peace and
tranquillity in the India-China border
areas is an important pre-requisite for
smooth development of our bilateral
relations with China," New Delhi's
foreign ministry said in a statement on
Wednesday evening,

Most previous standoffs, such as
one in 2014 just ahead of a rare trip to
India for Xi, were resolved with both
sides withdrawing their forces. There
has been no shooting since a brief
borderwarin 1962,

Talks are happening behind the
scenes, but with little apparent prog-
ress. Meantime, Chinese and India
media have been taking a strident
approach, with a Chinese state-run
newspaper last week saying China
could use force.

An Indian magazine's front cover
last month showing a map of China
shorn of Tibet and self-ruled Taiwan
also ignited public anger on Chinese
social media with thousands of angry
posts.

"The problem is the media on both
sides are whipping things up. This
makes it hard for China or India to
back down," said a Beijing-based
source who is familiar with the discus-
sions between the two sides.

The Indian government has asked
political parties to refrain from politi-
cising the issue and allow diplomacy

JU to take steps
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university's Central Shaheed Minar
premises yesterday, demanding with-
drawal of the case.

Two other teachers -- Prof Naseem
Akhter Hossain of government and
politics and Prof Shamima Sultana of
Bangla -- expressed solidarity with
anthropology teacher Prof Sayeed
Ferdous, who began the sit-in around
12:00noon.

On July 17, four agitating students
ended their hunger strike after the
university authorities assured them of
withdrawing the case filed by JU
Registrar Abu Bakr Siddique.

On May 26, two JU students were
killed as a bus hit a human hauler
carrying them on Dhaka-Aricha high-
way in Savar's C&B bus stand area.

Agitating students then blocked the
highway, demanding speed breakers
there. But police fired rubber bullets
and teargas canisters to disperse them.
At least 10 people, including students,
a JU official and two journalists, were
injured.

Later, they besieged the VC's house.
During the demonstration, 42 JU
students were held and later shown
arrested in the vandalism case.

to work.

China's defence ministry last week
also warned India not to harbour any
illusions about the Chinese military's
ability to defend its territory.

A source with ties to the military,
who spoke recently to a senior Chinese
officer involved in the stand off, said
China has no appetite for conflict with
India but could not be seen to be weak.

"Nobody wants to fight about this,
but if India keeps making trouble then
we'll have to show them what we're
made of," the source said, citing the
conversation with the senior officer.

China has repeatedly called on
[ndia to withdraw its forces.

An Indian government source
closely tracking the standoff said there
was no change in the ground situation
in Doklam, with the two sides remain-
ing in a standoff.

Indian military expert Nitin
Gokhale said India was prepared for a
long haul.

"The decision is to stay resolute on
the ground and reasonable in diplo-
macy,” Gokhale said.

China has been briefing foreign
diplomats on the stand off, saying it
wants a resolution but that its patience
won't last forever.

"There's no easy solution,” said an
Asian diplomat, who attended a brief-
ing, referring to both sides' insistence
that they are in the right.

For the time being, China looks
ready to keep things calm, said another
Asian diplomat, familiar with China's
thinking on the issue.

"China really wants to resolve this
ahead of the BRICS summit. It doesn't
want anything to affect the atmosphere,”
the diplomat said. "The gloves could
come off after the summit though."

SC stays DU VC
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four weeks.

A three-member bench of the
Appellate Division headed by Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha passed
the order during the hearing of an
appeal, filed by Dhaka University
authorities challenging the High Court
order on the senate meeting.

Following a writ petition, the HC on
July 24 stayed the process for holding a
special general meeting of DU senate
which was scheduled to be held on July
29 for electing a three-member panel to
appoint anew vice-chancellor.

It also issued a rule asking the
authorities to explain why the DU's
move to hold a special general meeting
of DU senate without forming its full-
fledged senate should not be declared
illegal,

Following a petition filed by DU
authorities, the SC chamber judge on
July 27 stayed the HC order, allowing
the authorities to hold the meeting on
July 29 and forwarded the matter to its
full bench.

Current VC AAMS Arefin Siddique
is a member of the three-man panel
formed on July 29. A section of stu-
dents had protested outside the gates
of senate building on that day
demanding the presence of student
representatives in the senate panel.

Prof Arefin's term will end on
August 24,
Advocate Abdul Matin Khasru

appeared for DU, while Barrister
Rokanuddin Mahmud argued for the
WwIlt petitioners,

Are you ready
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ensuring that humans in space do not contaminate
planets and moons, as well as ensuring that alien

matter does not infect Earth. The pay is a six-figure
salary: as much as $187,000 (£141,000) a year plus

benefits.

The job post reads: "Planetary protection is con-
cerned with the avoidance of organic-constituent and
biological contamination in human and robotic
space exploration. Nasa maintains policies for plan-
etary protection, applicable to all space flight mis-
sions that may intentionally or unintentionally carry
Earth organisms and organic constituents to the plan-
ets or other solar system bodies, and any mission
employing spacecraft, which are intended to return to
Earth and its biosphere with samples from extraterres-
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since 2014

trial targets of exploration.”

The three-year position —
with a chance to extend it to five
years — was created after the US
signed the Outer Space Treaty of
1967, vowing to "pursue studies
of outer space ...
exploration of them so as to
avoid their harmful contamina-
tion and also adverse changes in
the environment of the Earth
resulting from the introduction
of extraterrestrial matter”.

There is only one other full-
time role like it in the world at
the European Space Agency, says
Catharine Conley, Nasa's only
planetary protection officer
(according to
Business Insider). She is relocat-
ing to the agency's Office of
Safety and Mission Assurance.

LInder the international 1967
treaty, she explained that any
space mission must have less
than a one in 10,000 chance of
contaminating an alien world,
including making sure a robot
or probe that is travelling past or
photographing a planet does

and conduct

not cause harm.

lax."

"It's a moderate level,
said. "It's not extremely careful, but it's not extremely

Similarly, the new employee would work to protect
Earth from potential contamination by planets like
Mars, which scientists say may have once been cov-
ered in water and supported life — and there may be
chance of life there now.

The new hire will likely be part of the upcoming
Nasa expedition to Europa, a moon of Jupiter. The
$2.7bn (just over £2bn) Europa Clipper mission,
approved by Congress, plans to map the moon's
surface and analyse whether it could be habitable.
The probe could crash land, however, which is a cir-
cumstance the planetary protection officer should

" Ms Conley
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