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S African held hostage
by Qaeda in Mali freed

AFP, Johannesburg

A South African man
snatched from his hotel
and held hostage by Al-
Qaeda in Mali since 2011
has been freed, his coun-
try's foreign minister said
yesterday. Stephen
McGown, 42, was grabbed
from his accommodation
in the historic trading city
of Timbuktu in Mali's
north along with Swede
Johan Gustafsson and
Dutchman Sjaak Rijke,
both of whom were both
subsequently released.

Sara Netanyahu grilled

in fraud probe: media
AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli police grilled Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's wife for two
hours on Wednesday on
suspicion that she
diverted public money for
private housekeeping
expenses, local media
said. The interrogation
came as a new threat
loomed over the premier
in his own long-running
battle with corruption
suspicions, as his former
chief of staff reportedly
considered an offer to
turn state's evidence.

Chile Congress lifts
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IS bringing war to Afghanistan

REUTERS, Kabul

Attacks on the Iragi embassy and a Shia mosque in
Afghanistan have reinforced fears that Islamic State
militants are seeking to bring the group's Middle
East conflict to Central Asia, though evidence of
fighters relocating from Iraq and Syria remains
elusive.

Islamic State said it carried out Monday's
attack against the embassy in Kabul, which began
with a suicide bomber blowing himself up at the
compound's main gate, allowing gunmen to
enter the building and battle security forces.

The group also claimed responsibility for an
attack Tuesday that killed at least 29 and wounded
more than 63 at a Shia mosque in Herat, an area in
western Afghanistan that had previously escaped
Islamic State's sectarian attacks.

The choice of target in the Iraqi embassy
attack, three weeks after the fall of Mosul to
Iraqi troops, appeared to back up repeated
warnings from Afghan security officials that, as
Islamic State fighters were pushed out of Syria
and Iraq, they risked showing up in
Afghanistan.

"This year we're seeing more new weapons in
the hands of the insurgents and an increase in
numbers of foreign fighters," said Afghan
Defence Ministry spokesman Gen. Dawlat
Waziri. "They are used in front lines because they
are war veterans.”

One senior security official put the number of

foreigners fighting for both Islamic State and the
Taliban in Afghanistan at roughly 7,000, most
operating across the border from their home coun-
tries of Pakistan, Uzbekistan or Tajikistan, but also
including others from countries such as India.
While such foreign fighters have long been
present in Afghanistan, there has been growing
concern that militants from Arab countries, who
have left the fighting in Syria as pressure on
Islamic State there has grown, have also been

MILITANTS RECENTLY CARRIED OUT Al
IN IRAQI EMBASSY, SHIA MOSQUE

AN INCREASE IN NUMBERS OF FOREIGN
FIGHTERS IN GROUP: DEFENCE MINISTRY

US OFFICIALS WARNED IS FROM SYRIA
COULD MOVE OVERTO AFGHANISTAN

arriving in Afghanistan through Iran.

"We are not talking about a simple militant
fighter, we are talking about battle-hardened,
educated and professional fighters in the thou-
sands,” another security official said.

"They are more dangerous because they can
and will easily recruit fighters and foot soldiers
here."

The United States, which first came to
Afghanistan in 2001 after Al Qaeda's attacks on

New York and Washington, is considering send-
ing more troops to Afghanistan, in part to ensure
the country does not become a haven for foreign
militant groups.

But while Afghan and US officials have long
warned of the risk that foreign fighters from Syria
could move over to Afghanistan, there has been
considerable scepticistsn over how many have
actually done so.

In April, during a visit to Kabul by US

Defense Secretary James Mattis, the commander
of Nato forces in Afghanistan, Gen. John
Nicholson, said that, while ISIS had an "aspira-
tion" to bring in fighters from Syria, "we haven't
seen it happen”.

US commanders say that, in partnership with
Afghan security forces, they have severely reduced
[slamic State's strength over the past year with a
combination of drone strikes and Special Forces
operations.

Half of Indian languages
may die out in 50 yrs

REUTERS, New Delhi

More than half of the languages spoken by India's 1.3
billion people may die out over the next 50 years, scholars
said yesterday, calling for a concerted effort to preserve the
tongues spoken by the nation's endangered tribal com-
munities.

The People's Linguistic Survey of India (PSLI) raised the
alarm during the launch of the latest 11 volumes in its
planned 50 volume survey of the country's languages.
India's people speak as many as 780 different languages, the
PSLI said.

"At least 400 Indian languages are at the risk of dying in
coming 50 years," G.N. Devy, the chairman of PSLI, said.

Each time a language is lost, the corresponding culture is
killed, Devy said, adding that India had already lost 250
languages in last five decades.

The group of scholars and teachers at PSLI documents
Indian regional languages in order to conserve cultural
heritage and diversity.

Most at risk are marginal tribal communities whose
children receive no education or, if they do go to school, are
taughtin one of India's 22 officially recognised languages.

"Maithili, which is spoken in the eastern state of Bihar, is
at least 1,000 years old. Similarly there are several old lan-
guages which are surviving somehow in India, but we are
hardly passing them on," said political psychologist Ashis
Nandy.

Devy said the PSLI will start work on a project to docu-
ment about 6,000 living languages spoken around the
world. The reportis scheduled to come out by 2025.

Dictators set Pak right

Says Pervez Musharraf in an interview with BBC Urdu

Commenting on the rule of Gen Zia-ul-
Haq, Musharraf said that the former dictator's
decision to help America and the Mujahideen
against the Soviet Union at the time of the
Afghanistan invasion was a correct move,

IANS, Islamabad

Military rule has always brought the country
back on track whereas civilian governments
have always derailed it, former Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf has said.

China hails US
seeking talks
with N Korea

REUTERS, Beijing

AFP, Caracas

China yesterday welcomed

comments by Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson that the

Probe into voting
fraud launched

~ KASHMIR CLASHES |
Two rebels, two

Indian soldiers
killed

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro is going ahead with the
inauguration of a powerful new assembly, albeit with a 24-hour

AFP, Srinagar

Two Indian soldiers and two
rebels were killed in armed

LInited States does not seek

delay, even though the British firm hired to handle the vote said

Musharraf also spoke about his 1999
coup d'etat in which he seized
power from the democratically-

In an interview with BBC Urdu on
Wednesday, Musharraf lauded

to topple the North Korean
government and would like

the turnout figure given by his government was too high.
Attorney General Luisa Ortega, one of Maduro's most
outspoken critics, said she has opened an investigation into

abortion ban

Pakistan's former military dicta-
tors Field Marshal Ayub Khan and

elected government of then Prime

Minister Nawaz Sharif.

dialogue with Pyongyang at
some point, saying China

what she called scandalous electoral fraud.
The opposition said it would go ahead with a big march

clashes vesterday, officials
said, in another day of
bloodshed in Kashmir
where tensions are high
following the death of a

AFP, Santiago

Chile's Congress on
Wednesday eased a strict
ban on abortion in effect
since the final days of the
Augusto Pinochet dictator-
ship nearly three decades
ago. The measure, which
passed with a 22-13 vote in
the Senate, allows abortion
in cases of rape, if the
mother's life is at risk or if
the fetus presents a deadly
birth defect. It now awaits a
ruling by the
Constitutional Court at the

General Zia-ul-Haq.

"Dictators set the country right,
whereas civilian governments
brought it to ruins,” he said, add-
ing, "military rule always brought
progress to Pakistan”.

The former President added
that whenever martial law was declared in
Pakistan, "it was the need of the hour".

"All Asian countries have seen progress
because of dictators,” he said, adding that it
makes no difference to the population of
Pakistan whether the country is being gov-
erned by an elected government or by an auto-
crat, as long as there is progress and prosperity.

Musharraf also criticised former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's India policy, saying

"The coup was staged because it
was the demand of the country's
people," Musharraf said, adding that
Pakistan's citizens should have the
option of to remove a civilian gov-
ernment and there should be "checks
and balances in the Constitution” to this effect.

"The people come running to the Army
to be saved. People come to me asking to be
saved... We cannot ruin the country in order
to save the Constitution. We can disregard
the Constitution to save the people,”
Musharraf said.

"I have served as the head of the Army
and the Army will always protect my wel-
fare," he said in response to a question

had always supported talks.

Tillerson reiterated that
Washington sought to
persuade North Korea to
give up its missile and
nuclear weapons
programmes through
peaceful pressure.

The United States does
not seek regime change, the
collapse of the regime, an
accelerated reunification of
the peninsula or an excuse
to send the US military into
North Korea, Tillerson said.

Speaking to reporters,

against the new assembly, even though the actual swearing

has been put off until today.

Maduro denied the accusations of trampling on democ-
racy in Venezuela with Sunday's controversial election for
an all-powerful "Constituent Assembly,” dismissing them
asa "reaction by the international enemy."

The technology firm hired to handle the vote,

Smartmatic, said in a
London news conference
that the official figures from
the election were "tampered
with" to make turnout
appear greater than it was.
Ortega said the firm's assess-
ment was just "one more ele-
ment of the fraudulent, illegal
and unconstitutional process”

prominent militant.

The rebels were killed in
Kulgam, south of the main city
of Srinagar in Indian-
administered Kashmir, when
they walked into an ambush
laid by Indian soldiers.

"It was a deliberate and

swift operation,” an army
officer told AFP.

In a separate incident, two
Indian troops were killed and
another injured in a shootout
with militants in Shopian
district, the officer said on
condition of anonymity.

The soldiers came under fire

__ VENEZUELA CRISIS

Maduro delays the launch of
a powerful new assembly

The opposition will go ahead
with a big march against
the new assembly

request of the opposition.

it was a "total sell-out policy".

about his self-imposed exile.
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Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said China "at-
tached great importance”
to Tillerson's remarks and
his reiteration of what
Wang called the "Four Nos"
principle.

"We hope the US side
can put this 'Four Nos'
principle into actual policy
towards North Korea,"
Wang said.

The United States has
recently been paying more
attention to security issues
on the Korean peninsula,

initiated by the socialist ruler.

"We are facing an unprecedented, serious incident that
represents a crime,” Ortega told CNN.

The electoral authority itself -- criticized as a Maduro
mouthpiece -- denied the vote-tampering allegation as "an
irresponsible contention based on estimates with no
grounding in the data.”

The new 545-member body -- whose members include
Maduro's wife and son -- will have sweeping powers to
dissolve the opposition-majority congress, pass laws and
write a new constitution.

Despite months of violent protests and international
condemnation, Maduro insists it is the solution to a drawn-
out economic and political crisis gripping Venezuela.

The assembly was originally due to start work yesterday,
but Maduro postponed the launch today in the face of

as they surrounded a house
suspected of harbouring mili-
tants, and were evacuated from
the scene. It was not clear if the
rebels inside evaded capture.

"Three soldiers were
evacuated by air but two of
them died before reaching a
military hospital,” a police
officer said.

The violence comes just
days after Indian forces
killed top militant com-
mander Abu Dujana, who
headed the Pakistan-based
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) group
in Kashmir.

Dozens of Tokyo firefighters are battling a blaze at the world's largest fish market and one of the capital's most
popular tourist sites, as grey smoke billowed over the city yesterday. There were no immediate reports of injuries

or people trapped, media said.

and China has always
believed security is the key
to resolving the problem,
he added.

North Korea says it
needs a strong military
deterrent to prevent a hos-
tile United States from
attacking it.

China hopes all sides
can meet each other half-
way and through talks find
a way of resolving each
others security concerns as
this is the key for a resolu-

PHOTO: REUTERS tion, Wang said.

World's blinds to triple: study

AFP, Paris

researchers concluded that the prevalence of

The world's blind will increase threefold
from about 36 million today to 115 million
in 2050 as populations expand and individu-
als grow ever older, researchers said yesterday.

The number of people with a moderate
to severe vision impairment -- only those
not corrected by glasses, contact lenses or an
operation -- will also near triple, from about
217 million to 588 million over the same

period.

Most of those affected live in Africa and
Asia, a team wrote in The Lancet Global

Health journal.

Looking at data from 188 countries, the

blindness -- the number of blind per popu-
lation group -- decreased from 0.75 percent
in 1990 to 0.48 percentin 2015.

The rate of moderate to severe visual
impairment declined from 3.83 percent to
2.9 percent over the same time.

"This is almost certainly because of
improved health interventions,” such as
cataract surgery, study co-author Rupert

Bourne of the Anglia Ruskin University
told AFP.

But the rough numbers have not stopped
rising in step with population growth and
ageing. Most visual problems occur in older
people.
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Office of the Project Director

Establishment of Fish Landing Centres with Ancillary
Facilities in 3 Coastal District at 4 Selected Area

Bangladesh Fisheries Development Corporation, BFDC Bhaban, 23-24, Kawran Bazar, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Corrigendum Notice

& 28/0q/204M: wifdry Wi @ <=z The Daily Star #fwera 33.03.0000.111.03.032.17.321 Date: 20-04-
3034 e "¥ETE e <@ |nvitation for Tenders famfers Gwm Hwts/wa @ Tome s
fereres grrmrEe fAome 99y o9 T | Wi weawrer efedre Trafie g cure waem fEEe wwre = wn

“réa fadifes g wrels

ST AT Z |
4 | Invitation for 1 | Land Development, Construction of Boundary Wall & Fish Landing
Centre Protection of Fish Landing Centre at Parerhat, Pirojpur.
Lot | 2 | Land Development, Construction of Boundary Wall & Fish Landing
No. Centre Protection of Fish Landing Centre at Ramgoti, Laxmipur.

9 | Tender selling
date

30-07-2017 to 13-08-2017 (09.00am 5.00pm).

11 | Tender selling e

Divisional Commissioner, Dhaka Division, Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

place (extended) f

Police Commissioner, Office of the Metropolitan Police-DMP, Ramna, Dhaka.

18 | Contact details of official inviting tender

Tel No: 55011855

19 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all the tenders or any of the tender proceedings.

GD-1576

Md Azizar Rahman Mollah
Project Director
Establishment of Fish Landing Centres with Ancillary
Facilities Coastal District at 4 Selected Area, BFDC, Dhaka

Malaysian PM under
pressure over sub deal

His close associate was charged
in France over alleged kickbacks

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak faced renewed questions
yesterday over a 2002 sale of submarines to his country after a
close associate was charged in France over alleged kickbacks.

Najib, then defence minister, oversaw the deal worth
nearly one billion euros ($1.18 billion) to buy two
Scorpene-class submarines and one Agosta-class submarine
from French naval dockyards unit DCN,
which is linked to French defence group
Thales.

Abdul Razak Baginda advised Najib at
the time. An investigation into the deal was
launched in 2010 in response to a com-
plaint from Malaysian rights group
Suaram, and investigators allege Abdul
Razak received kickbacks.

He was charged in July in France with
"active and passive complicity in corruption” and "misappro-
priation of corporate assets", a French judicial source told AFP
this week.

He denies wrongdoing, saying in a statement after the
news broke that he had "not committed any crime of cor-
ruption or breached any laws in the matter".

Suaram yesterday, in a joint statement with NGO The
Center to Combat Corruption and Cronyism, urged
Malaysian authorities to take action.

"It is no longer tenable for the Malaysian authorities to
dismiss the Scorpene deal as above board and keep silent on
the damning developments in France," the statement said.

"Najib was the defence minister that signed on the contract
then -- we urge for him to answer for what happened then,
and what would be the steps taken by Malaysian institutions.”

opposition plans for massive protests.
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