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Sundarbans tiger
gets more space

to roam free
Govt doubles the size of

wildlife sanctuary
AFP, Dhaka

Bangladesh has more than doubled the
size of the wildlife sanctuary in the
world's largest mangrove forest to try to
protect endangered Bengal tigers whose
numbers have fallen sharply, officials
said yesterday.

More than half, or 52 percent, of the
6,017 square kilometre (2,325 square
mile) Sundarbans -- one of the largest
habitats of the tigers - has been declared
a sanctuary this week, said the govern-
ment's chief forest conservator Shafiul
Alam,

‘The Sundarbans, which also straddles
parts of eastern India, is home to some
rare animals including the Irrawaddy
dolphins and the Bengal tigers, both
declared endangered because of poach-
ing and a loss of their habitat.

Previously the wildlife sanctuary was
limited to 23 percent of the forest cover,
and villagers and tourists had unre-
stricted access to the rest of the mangrove
forest.

A 2015 survey found a dramatic
decline in the numbers of the Bengal
tiger - 106 tigers, down from 440 during
a 2004 count,

Monirul Khan, a tiger expert and
zoology professor at Jahangirnagar
University, said the decision would

"surely help" increase the number of
wild cat

"This is a law. We appreciate it. If it's
enforced effectively, I'm hopeful it will
help the animals, especially the tigers, to
grow in numbers,” Khan sai

Amir Hossain, head of the govern-
ment's Tiger Monitoring Project, said the
expanded sanctuary "will be a safe roam-
ing and breeding haven for the tigers"

"People’s movement in the extended
sanctuary will be restricted,” he said. The
nearly 350,000 locals who depend on
the Sundarbans to collect fish, honey
and logs will not be allowed to enter it,
he said.

Despite this expansion, the wildlife
and the delicate ecosystem of the
Sundarbans still face an existential crisis
from a controversial power plant at the
edge of the forest which Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's government is moving
ahead with, experts said.

A UN agency last October asked the
government to halt construction of the
1,320-megawatt power plant, saying
there was a high chance that pollution
from it would "irreversibly damage"” the
Sundarbans.

"The government should rethink
about the power plant as the extension
of the sanctuary alone won't make much
difference for the tigers and other
Sundarbans animals,” Khan said.

Barguna UNO
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On July 19, Barisal CMM court sent
UNO Tariq to jail after he surren-
dered before it in compliance with its
order and sought bail in the defama-
tion case. He was granted bail hours
after he landed in jail.

In the face of severe criticism,
ruling Awami League suspended
Sazu, who later withdrew the case.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was
critical of filing the case against the
UNO.

Following the incident the deputy
commissioners of Barguna and
Barisal were withdrawn on July 24.
On July 25, the law ministry sent a
proposal to the Supreme Court for
transferring Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate of Barisal Md Ali Hossain
who had dealt with the defamation
case against Tariq Salman.

No scope
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apparently in response to comments
made by some ministers and lawmak-
ers about the Supreme Court.

The chief justice was presiding over
a six-member bench of the Appellate
Division of the SC during a hearing of
three government petitions challeng-
ing the High Court verdict that
declared the rules, under which the
executive magistrates run mobile
courts, unconstitutional.

The apex court bench, however,
extended for two weeks its July 4 order
that stayed the HC verdict, allowing
the executive magistrates to run the
mobile courts for the next two weeks.

It also adjourned the hearing on
the petitions for the same period.

At yesterday's hearing, the chief
justice told Mahbubey Alam that
some ministers commented about
what judges say in the courtroom. "Is
it fair?" he asked.

“We don't make any political state-
ment during court proceedings. We
make comments on the issues relating
to the judiciary, such as the mobile
court rules,” he said as the attorney
general told the court that comments
were made on both sides and that the
media had published them.

Law Minister Anisul Huq on
Monday told a meeting at the
Supreme Court Bar Association audi-
torium that the SC wants the powers
of the president regarding the dis
pline of lower court judges, provided
under article 116 of the constitution.

Refemng to the (hlcf|usuce
d sitting in a courtroom, the
ice talked about getting rid
of the High Court.

On July 9, senior ministers and
members of parliament from the trea-
sury and opposition benches launched
a blistering attack on the HC and SC
for judgments against the Jatiya
Sangsad's power to remove their judges
for incapacity or misconduct.

Twins Tofa and Tahura, aged about 10 months, at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital. After a nine-hour operation, doctors at the hospital successfully

separated the twin

s conjoined at the waist. The photo was taken yester-

day while the sisters were being taken to the post operative room from the

operation theatre.
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Conjoined twins separated
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in good health after the nine-hour
surgery.

Conjoined twins are identical twins
joined in the mother's womb. It is an
extremely rare phenomenon. Two
babies joined at the pelvis are even
rarer. Doctors say such cases are called
pygopagus conjoined twins.

Yesterday's surgery was the first of its
kind in the country, they added.

The 10-month-old babies, each
weighing 5kg, were joined from the
back to below their waist. They shared
oneanus.

There will be some minor surgeries
after three to six months, depending
on theinfants' health, Shahnoor said.

Some of their body parts are still
displaced and surgeries to reconstruct
their anus and vaginal and reproduc-
tive organs will be needed, she said.

The physicians were worried that
the surgery would create holes in their
spinal cords causing difficulties in
movement of their legs, but the babies
started moving their legs soon after the
operation, she informed.

“The real challenge now is to ensure
the babies do not contract infection.
We request everyone to maintain
hygiene and keep them safe,” she
stressed.

The babies were moving their legs
and one even smiled as they were taken
out of the operation theatre complex
of the hospital.

Their mother Shahida said she was
nervous during the marathon operation.

"My heart pounded every minute
during the operation. I asked about my
daughters' condition to anyone com-
ing out of the operation theatre. I was
relieved when I saw my daughters with
my own eyes," she told this newspaper.

Experts of anaesthesia, burn and
plastic surgery, orthopaedics, neuro-
surgery, urology and radiology oper-
ated on the babies, said Asraf-ul-Haq,
head of paediatric surgery at DMCH.

The physicians spoke to reporters at
the hospital after the surgery around
5:00pm.

Director of the hospital Brig Gen
Mizanur Rahman said the cost of the
surgery was borne by DMCH.
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report after the Eid-ul-Azha holidays.

During the ongoing monsoon, the
capital and port city have experienced
some of the worst waterlogging in
recent times.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh secre-
tariat premises went under water yet
again in the afternoon exactly when
the local government minister was
holding a meeting on waterlogging.

Though the ministers and high-
ranking officials were seen leaving office
in jeeps and mid-ranking ones in
microbuses amid downpour, general
staff had to take off their shoes and roll
up trousers to get out of the country’s
administrative nerve centre wading
through above-ankle filthy water.

In the meeting, the minister said,
“At the moment, there is no coordi-
nation among the authorities respon-
sible for storm drainage management
and they act in an isolated manner.
Wasa alone cannot resolve the prob-
lem and the mayors have to take
initiatives for coordination.”

There are seven different authori-
ties including Water Development
Board, Rajuk and private housing
developers that intervene in the capi-
tal city's storm drainage facility and
maintenance.

Replying to a journalist's question,
the minister said, “There is no such
situation at the moment that calls for
a city government system.”

Responding to another question, he
said Wasa would investigate whether it
is viable to open 15km box culverts on
the capital’s canals and he would
allocate Tk 5,000 crore if needed. If not
possible, they would at least ensure that
those remain clear of blockage so rain
water finds an easy passage.

DSCC Mayor Sayeed Khokon said
though it is a mammoth task to open
the box culverts, it is still possible if
the government intends.

CCCMayor AJM Nasir Uddin said
unplanned urbanisation, grabbing of
canals and filling up of water reten-
tion areas were the reasons why the
port city suffers from chronic
waterlogging.

“Besides, utility agencies and other

Students protest
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to gather on the university campus at
6:30pm today to protest the incident.
Earlier, Farhaan, who joined the
university as a lecturer in July last year
on a contract for a year, filed a com-
plaint with Banani Police Station,

to talk to them. But how can I negotiate
with 200 students in the open street?"
He said the students, however, sent
25 delegates to his office and
demanded the removal of the three
administrative staff.
"1 told them that I have formed an

accusing the three of him.
Talking to The Daily Star yesterday, he
said, “The university authorities issued a
letter extending my contract till August 31
instead of regularising my job."
For this reason, he wrote an appllca-
tion to the authorities,

ere a
position has been preserved fom student
representative and I will take action fairly
according to the findings of the commit-
tee. I cannot take any step against any
individual be he or she a student, a

grievance about the decision.

The teacher alleged that he was
asked to appear before the office on
Sunday and was given a termination
letterinstead.

“As I refused, the registrar pulled my
ID card with such a force that my
panjabi pocket was torn. I was pushed
down so violently that I still have
bruises all over my arms and even on
my chest,” Farhaan said.

1 was terminated not on profes-
sional grounds, rather for the authori-
ties' vengeance as I made some deci-
sions considering students' interest,”
Farhaan told the protest rally.

University VC Prof Syed Saad
Andaleeb yesterday said he asked the
students to come to his office and talk
freely over their demands. "But they
demanded that I must go to the street

faculty oran staff without
substantial evidence," headded.
Wishing not to be named, a student
told this newspaper, “We are here
[protesting] as we believe the univer-
sity authorities have done injustice to
our teacher [Farhaan]. We like him and
we know heisagood teacher”.
“Assaulting a university teacher is a
shameful act. It will be a bad instance if

government are ran-
domly undertaking development
projects without consulting with the
city corporation on the plea that the
projects are undertaken at the prime
minister's directives.”

But the city corporation is made
liable for any civic problem, he said.
City's problems cannot be resolved
without coordination among all the
relevant agencies.

. . i
Siddiqur's eye

FROM PAGE 16

shot a teargas canister directly at
some agitating students that day.
Siddiqur collapsed on the street
instantly.

Later, doctors at the National
Institute of Ophthalmology in Dhaka
said he could not see with his right
eye. The left eye responded to light
once or twice when the physicians
removed the bandage on July 23.

The government is bearing
Siddiqur's medical costs. He was taken

In a press release on its website
yesterday, the university said it formed
the five-member probe committee.

Prof AFM Yusuf Haider, chairperson
of the university's mathematics and
natural sciences department and
former Pro-VC of Dhaka University,
will lead the committee. There will bea
university alumni and a student
representative in the committee as its
members.

Uncertainty over hajj
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Biman Bangladesh Airlines, Saudi
Arabian Airlines, Hajj Agencies
Association of Bangladesh (HAAB)
and Association of Travel Agents of
Bangladesh will be present.

“We're worried about the uncer-
tainty surrounding about 40,000
pilgrims due to several reasons, includ-
ing frequent cancellation of Biman
hajj flights for shortage of passengers,”
Menon said.

About the additional fees, he said
his ministry came to know that Saudi
hajj authorities were demanding an
additional Tk 40,000 (2,000 Saudi
Riyals) for issuing a visa to each of
those who had performed hajj either
in2015or2016.

Md Hafizuddin, hajj director at
Ashkona Hajj Camp, said around
15,000 pilgrims, who had performed
hajj in either of the last two years,
completed registration for performing
theritual this year again.

While applying for visas online, the
repeat pilgrims were asked by the
Saudi hajj authorities to pay an addi-
tional SR 2,000 each, said HAAB
President Abdus Sobhan Bhuiyan.

The government had fixed this
year's minimum rate of hajj package at
Tk 3,19,355 for each pilgrim.

Shahadat Hossain Taslim, secretary
general of HAAB, said neither the
Bangladesh religious affairs ministry
nor the Saudi authorities had informed
them beforehand about the additional
fees. “The hajj agencies and the pilgrims
are not prepared to pay the extra fees at
thefinal stage of the trip.”

Talking to The Daily Star, Religious
Affairs Secretary Abdul Jalil said the
Saudi government was yet to formally
inform them about the additional fees.

According to him, the Saudi hajj
ministry secretary will sit with some
top officials of the Bangladesh Hajj
Mission in Saudi Arabia today to
discuss the issue.

About the uncertainty over the
pilgrimage of 40,000 people, Jalil said a
section of hajj agencies were yet to
complete all the formalities, inciuding
renting houses in Makkah and Madina.

About 44,000 out of 1,27,000
Bangladeshi pilgrims have been
granted Saudi visas so far this year, the
secretary said.

Asked if the hajj agencies were
responsible for cancellation of Biman
flights, the HAAB secretary general
said, “I can only tell you that complet-
ing hajj tour preparations requires
coordinated efforts from several
authorities. Other than the hajj agen-
cies, Biman, the religious affairs minis-
try and the Saudi Authorities are
involved in the proces:
5MORE FLIGHTS CANCELLED
Biman has cancelled five more hajj
flights scheduled for yesterday and
today due to shortage of passengers.

The national airliner had started
operating hajj flights on July 24. It has
cancelled 12 flights so far for the same
reason.

AM Mosaddique Ahmed, chief
executive officer and managing direc-
tor of Biman, said cancellation of
seven hajj flights left the trips of 4,900
pilgrims uncertain.

Of the latest cancelled flights, four
were scheduled to leave Dhaka yester-
day and the other today, said Biman
General Manager (public relations)
Shakil Meraj.

Biman operated two hajj flights
yesterday carrying more than 838
pilgrims, he added.

to Sankara on July 27.
Meanwhile, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Mohammed Nasim
yesterday said Siddiqur would get a
job in his ministry on his return to

the country.

"The government will help
Siddiqur for his rehabilitation.
Whether he gets back his eyesight or
not, I will give him a job in my min-
istry on his return home from India."

The minister was speaking as the
chief guest at a seminar titled,
"Chikungunya: Dhaka Experience-
2017", at Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University seminar hall in
the capital, reports BSS.

"We will try our level best so that
he can get back his vision," he added.
siddiqur, a third-year student of
Titumir college's political science
department, was injured during a

student demonstration.

Students of seven Dhaka
University-affiliated colleges -- Dhaka
College, Eden Mohila College,
Government Shaheed Suhrawardy
College, Kabi Nazrul Government
College, Begum Badrunnesa
Government Mohila College, Mirpur
Government Bangla College and
Government Titumir College -- were
demonstrating to press for their
seven-point demand that included
announcement of their exam dates.

Abbasi
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back and sit on this chair,” he said.

Sharif supporters in the assembly
chanted slogans and waved placards
bearing larger-than-life images of the
deposed premier.

Absent from the assembly was
opposition leader Imran Khan, the
cricketer-turned-politician who spear-
headed the push against Sharif.

Abbasi, a long-time ally of Sharif,
easily won the majority required to
become prime minister in the PML-N
dominated parliament, putting into
motion a process that is expected to
ultimately see a Sharif once again as
Pakistan's premier.

"Whether it's 45 days or 45 hours,
1am the prime minister of Pakistan
and I am here to work, not keep the
seat warm," Abbasi continued, refer-
ring to the time limit on a by-election
for Sharif's old seat, which Shahbaz
Sharif is expected to fill.

Section 57
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Talking to this correspondent, Subrata
claimed thathe was not directly involved
inany political party but was a supporter
of the Awami League. “I have no enmity
with theaccused,” he said.

Asked why he had filed the case
against Latif and not the news portal
which ran the story, Subrata just said, “1
will considerit later.”

Office-in-Charge Sukumar Biswas of
Dumuria Police Station said they
arrested Latif after finding evidence
against him and that they would
continue with their probe.

Mahabaj Reja Mim, daughter of
Latif, told The Daily Star that they were
horrified when over 50 policemen
surrounded their home around mid-
night to arrest her father.

“My father is a journalist. We requested
them [police] not to arrest my father at
night as he is not a criminal. Besides, my
motherissickbuttheydid not payany heed
toourrequest,” shesaid.

State Minister Narayon said he had
heard about the case. “One can file a
case from his own point of view. I don't
want to say anything about it. But, 1
want to assure you that I have no
involvement in the matter,” he said.

Julfiker, the recipient of the goat,
said the animal was very sick when he

got it and that he had informed the
government officials present at the
distribution ceremony about the sick
goat.
The officials did not care about his
complaint, headded.

“But what is happening now is
unacceptable. Some people are trying
to take advantage of the issue. It should
bestopped,” he said.

Latif's lawyer Motiar Rahman
Mollah said the court would hear his
client's bail petition today.

Journalists are continuing a move-
ment demanding the repeal of section
57 for its “widespread misuse to muz-
zle freedom of speech and the press”.
They said the section had vague word-
ing, allowing it to be used for silencing
newspersons and social media users.

Amid widespread criticism, Law
Minister Anisul Huq on several occa-
sions said section 57 would be
removed. The minister on July 9 said

“Digital Security Act” this month.
But cases filed under the section are

piling on. According to a source at the
Cyber Tribunal in Dhaka, around 700
cases have so far been filed under
section 57 since 2013 when the act was
amended with stringent punishment.

Victim makes
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“I told the court everything including
the rape,” she told The Daily Star.

Earlier, police brought her to the
court from Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospital. After
recording her statement, the police
took her to Additional District
Magistrate Emdadul Haque of Child
Court for hearing if she should be sent
toasafehome.

The victim told the court that she
wanted treatment at the hospital. The
judge later asked the police to arrange
adequate security for her.

Drug peddler and extortionist
Tufan was suspended from the organi-
sation on Saturday amid a flurry o
protest after he had picked up the
student from her house and raped her
athis houseon July 17.

He lured her with a pledge to help
her get admitted to a college. As she fell
sick due to bleeding, Tufan gave her
medication and sent herhome.

The gitl did not immediately reveal
the rape in fear of a backlash.

Tufan’s wife Asha, however, learned
about it and sent some cadres to pick
up the girl and her mother on Friday.
She tortured them for four hours at her
house and had their heads shaved.

The victim's mother on Saturday
filed two cases -- rape and torture --
against Tufan, Asha, Rumki, Rumi,
Atiq, Munna, Ali Azam Dipu, Rupom,
Shimul, Zitu and some unidentified
persons.

All named accused but Shimul were
arrested and now on remand.

The police also arrested Tufan's
father-in-law Jamirur Rahman Runu
and barber Jiban and put them on
reman

a judicial

An accused in nine cases, including
murders and drugs, Motin went into
hiding since the arrest of Tufan.
PROTESTS CONTINUE
Different socio-political organisations
yesterday formed a human chain in
Bogra town demanding speedy trial of
Tufan and other culprits.

Referring to Tonu “rape” and mur-
der incident in Comilla, they asked the
government to arrest and punish all
the culprits.

BNP leaders and activists also
staged demonstrations in front of their
party office in the town. They
demanded immediate trial of the
culprits.

Speakers at a human chain
programme organised by Bangladesh
Employment Movement Party in front
of the capital’s Jatiya Press Club yester-
day demanded exemplary punishment
to alleged rapist Tufan and his cohorts.

They called upon the government to
ensure security of the victim and her
family members.

'Food' created
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researchers from the VIT Technical
Research Centre of Finland and
Lappeenranta University of
Technology (LUT) succeeded in creat-
ing a protein powder, which could be
used to feed people or animals.

The "protein reactor’ can be used
anywhere with access to electricity. If it
was used as an alternative animal feed,
this would allow land to be used for
other purposes such as forestry or more
crops forhuman consumption.

Although the technology is in its
infancy, researchers hope the "protein
item

Additional Superi
Police in Bogra Sonaton (‘hokmbmy
said they were trying to arrest Shimul.

“Tufan has already admitted of
raping the girl. We are now waiting for
her medical report,” he said, adding,
Tufan's wife, sister-in-law Rumki and
mother-in-law Rumi have also admitted
of torturing the girl and her mother.

Central Jubo League yesterday
sacked Motin Sarkar, elder brother of
Tufan and joint secretary of Bogra
town unit, for his involvement in
unethical acts and damaging party
reputation.

Juha-Pekka Pitkdnen, a scientist at
VIT, said: "In practice, all the raw
materials are available from the air. In
the future, the technology can be
transported to, for instance, deserts
and other areas facing famine.

"One possible alternative is a home
reactor, a type of domestic appliance
that the consumer can use to produce
the needed protein.”

According to the researchers, the
process of creating food from electric-
ity can be nearly 10 times as energy
efficient as photosynthesis, the process
used by plants.

Harunar Rashid Khan
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early yesterday, leaving behind a legacy
ofiindustrialisation.

Hewas 84.

The pioneering industrialist who
was suffering from old age complica-
tions breathed his last at his residence
at Monno City in Manikganj. On July
22, he was admitted to Lab Aid
Hospital in the capital and was taken
back to his residence on July 31 after
his health condition improved a bit.

He left behind his wife Hurun
Nahar, two daughters -- Afroza Khan
Rita and Firoza Mahmud Parvin. His
burial will take place when his eldest
daughter Rita returns from London,
family sources said.

Monno was the chairman of
Monno Group of Industries that
includes the flagship company Monno
Ceramic Industries Ltd, a well known
brand in ceramic wares in households.

For his contribution to industrialis-
ation, he was conferred with the
Lifetime Achievement Award -- DHL-
The Daily Star's Bangladesh Business
Awards for the year 2017.

But Monno did not confine himself
only to the business world. He setup a
medical college, a nursing college, a
nursing institute and a school and
college.

He also established a charity to
carry out social development work. He
helped set up many schools, madrasas,
mosques, graveyards and temples.

Apart from engaging in social
welfare activities, Monno also joined
politics and served as a minister

without portfolio in the BNP govern-
ment led by Khaleda Zia after he had
won two seats in the 2001 election.

He was Khaleda's adviser and
president of Manikganj district BNP.
He was elected an MP from Manikganj
three timesin 1991, 1996 and 2001.

Born on 17 August in 1933 under
the then Dhaka district, Monno passed
‘matriculation from Manikganj Model
High School in 1952. He completed
Chartered Account (CA) Course after
passing B.Com from Jagannath
College of the capital.

He started his business with a tiny
order of making register book from
Adamjee Jute Mills Ltd. Later, he
gradually expanded his business
beginning with Monno Art Press

He later established many institu-
tions one after another. He created
employment through different organi-
sations including Monno Ceramic,
Monno Jutex Industries, Monno
Fabrics and Monno Attire Limited.

Khaleda Zia has expressed deep
shockat the death of Monno.

"Deeply saddened at the death of
eminent entrepreneur, philanthropist
& ex MP Harunur Rashid Monno,”
Khaleda Zia tweeted. “May his soul rest
ineternal peace,” she added

In his preface of the book My Life
History, Monno said he had no lack of
fulfilment. “What I have got is more
than what I had wanted.”

“If my life history inspires anyone to
love his own work and makes his
position stronger, that would be my
achievement.”




