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Dhaka-Beijing defence
ties to strengthen

Says Chinese defence attaché
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The defence attaché of China in Bangladesh on Monday
said the two countries have been maintaining close military
ties over the past four decades and will forge closer defence
relations in the future.

“China is not only a reliable and affordable source of
weapons and equipment for Bangladesh armed forces, but
also provides military training and technology,” said Senior
Colonel Zhang Wei, military, naval and air attaché of China
in Bangladesh.

Addressing a reception to celebrate the 90th founding anni-
versary of Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) ata hotel in
the capital, he highlighted the steady and rapid progress in
China-Bangladesh military cooperation in the last few years.

He said the Chinese PLA naval task group vwisited
Chittagong for a second time in past two years, which
played a positive role in promoting mutual trust and under-
standing, deepening the exchanges and cooperation,
improving the ability to jointly respond to maritime threats
and safeguard regional stability.

[ncreasing number of Bangladesh officers also went to
China for training and exchange, he added, according to a
Chinese embassy press release.

Zhang Wei said, “Chinese President Xi Jinping and
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have reached a series
of consensus on bilateral relations, and agreed to upgrade the
bilateral ties to a strategic partnership of cooperation, which
injects new impetus into the growth of our relations.”

With common efforts, he said the two sides will forge
closer defence relations in the future, which include a grow-
ing number of high-level exchange visits, training
programmes, joint exercises, defence procurement and
security cooperation.
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Rain accompanied by temporary qusty wind is likely to occur at many places over Rangpur, Rajshahi,
Mymensingh, Dhaka, Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Khulna and Barisal
divisions with moderately heavy to heavy falls at places over the country till 6:00pm today, reports UNB.
Day and night temperatures may fall slightly over the country, says Met office. The sun sets in the capital
today at 6:41pm and rises tomorrow at 5:28am.

SYLHET RAJSHAHI ~ RANGPUR KHULNA BARISAL  COX'S BAZAR

MYMENSINGH CHITTAGONG

PHOTO: STAR

Sammilita Samajik Andolon, a citizens' body, forms a human chain in the capital's Jatiya Press Club yesterday, demanding exemplary punishment
for suspended Sramik League leader Tufan Sarkar for raping a Bogra college student. Tufan on July 17 abducted the female student from her home
and raped her. Later, under his instruction, his party men picked up the student and her mother, tortured them, and then shaved their heads.

Mega dredging
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229 children raped in
seven months: MJF

Death anniversary
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Today is the
29th death
anniversary
of Justice
Abu Sayeed

scheme okayed

Project to facilitate transportation of heavy
equipment for Rooppur nuke power plant

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is going to launch a Tk 956-
crore river dredging project for smooth trans-
portation of heavy equipment of Rooppur
nuclear power plant from Mongla to Pakshey

The Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) yesterday
approved the project for dredging the river
route from Mongla via Chandpur-Mawa-
Goalanda to Pakshey to be implemented by
2025.

The planning ministry has informed ECNEC
that the main objective of the project is to
improve navigability of the river route from
Chittagong and Mongla ports to Rooppur to
safely and smoothly transport heavy equipment
for Rooppur Nuclear Power plant.

The planning ministry officials said heavy
machineries to be imported for the costly
project would be taken from the sea ports to
Pakshey on river route and from there to
Rooppur in Pabna.

The rivers in Bangladesh carry 2.4 billion
tonnes of silt every year. To maintain naviga-
bility the dredging would continue till the
implementation of the power plant.

The officials added the machineries of the
plant are expected to start arriving from next
year.

In December last year, ECNEC gave the nod

to the Rooppur project involving Tk 113,093
crore which is the most expensive project in the
history of Bangladesh. Russia's state export
credit will account for Tk 91,040 crore or 80.5
percent of the total project cost.

The river dredging project will be imple-
mented with the government's own resources.

Bangladesh has already received $500
million for initial work of the 2,400-
megawatt power project, which kick-started
in July 2016. The project is expected to be
complete by December 2025.

Russia's state-owned Rosatom State
Atomic Energy Corporation will implement
the project. As per the plan of Rosatom, the
main construction would start this year. The
first unit is expected to go into production in
2022 and the second in 2023.

The plant would use a new generation
reactor that has a lifespan of 60 years with the
option of extending it for another 20 years,
according to a planning ministry official.

The reactor contains improved safety features
and its passive safety system is capable of work-
ing for 72 hours in case of any critical or emer-
gency situations, the official added.

In 2009, the government initially esti-
mated that the plant would cost between $3
billion and $4 billion.

Adviser lying over Rampal: BNP

LINB, Dhalka

BNP yesterday alleged that Prime Minister's
Energy Affairs Adviser Dr Tawfig-e-Elahi
Chowdhury is spreading lies over Unesco's
stance on the Rampal power plant project
near the Sundarbans.

"Unesco in its report said the power plant
at Rampal can't be constructed. Even after
that, Awami League leaders, especially the
energy adviser, are lying over the matter. 1
followed his yesterday's (Monday) press
conference. How could he lie? His true face

General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir.

Speaking at a programme demanding the
release of BNP Vice Chairman Barkatullah
Bulu in the capital’'s Shishu Kalyan Parishad
auditorium, he further said, "The honour-
able adviser is my teacher... But what have
prompted you to engage in a move to
destroy the country, putting aside your
conscience and integrity?"

Earlier, on Monday, Tawfig-e-Elahi said
the government will continue the construc-
tion work of the project in light of the
[Inesco's latest report that said the construc-

Chowdhury,
the second
president of Bangladesh,
says a press release.

On the occasion, Justice
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury
Memorial Council will
arrange a memorial meet-
ing soon.

A Qurankhani and a
milad mahfil will be held
at Nagbari Jame Masjid in
Tangail.

Justice Chowdhury
resigned as the vice-
chancellor of DU on March
15, 1971 protesting the
killing of two students by
the Pakistani army.

In 1985, he was unani-
mously elected chairman
of the UN Human Rights
Commission. He was also
active in the anti-autocracy
movement in the 80s.

He authored four books
including "Probashe
Muktijuddher Dinguli."
Syed AB Mahmud Husain
CITY DESK

Today is
the 35th
death
anniversary
of former
chief jus-
tice Syed
AB Mahmud Husain.

He died in 1982 at the
age of 65. He was the chief
justice of Bangladesh from
1975 to 1978, said a press
release.

To mark the day, Chief
Justice Syed AB Mahmud
Husain Smrity Sangsad will
hold a doa mahfil in the
auditorium of Supreme
Court Bar Association at
4:00pm today. Friends,
relatives and admirers are

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as 229 children became victims of
rape between January and July this year in the
country, according to rights group Manusher
Jonno Foundation (M]T).

It says that eight of the children were
killed after facing the gruesome physical
tortures while 22 more became victims of
attempted rape.

In addition, 158 more children became
victims of different forms of torture with
three of them being killed.

MJF prepared the statistics based on news
reports of six national dailies, said a press
release yesterday.

and gender identities of other four were not
cited in the news reports.

Of the 158 tortured children, 32 were
girls, 69 boys and gender identities of 57
were not mentioned.

The data says in the first seven months the
six newspapers published 219 reports on child
rape incidents, 22 on attempted rape incidents
and 85 reports on violence against children.

MJF expressed deep concern over the
continued incidents of child rape. It
demanded exemplary punishment for the
culprits after bringing them to book and
trying them in special tribunals.

Meanwhile, according to rights group Ain O
Salish Kendra, 629 children were either killed

The data shows that of the raped and
molested children, 223 were girls, two boys

or tortured between January and June this year.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Obituary
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(IGP) and a renred gOVern-
ment secretary, passed away
at a city hospital on Monday
night. He was 81, said a press
release yesterday.

He had been suffering
from various medical com-
plications.

He left behind his wife, a
son, a daughter, and grand-
children.

Born on January 15, 1936,
Mayeen joined the Police
Service of Pakistan in 1964
and went on to become IGP
of Bangladesh and retired as
asecretaryin 1994,

He will be buried at
Banani Graveyard following
a namaz-e-janaza at
Rajarbagh Police Lines at
11:00am and at Banani
(Old) DOHS Mosque after
the Zohr prayers today.

Death anniversary
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Today is the
14th death
anniversary
of Suraiya
Begum, an
assoclate
professor of 4
information science and
library management of

Dhaka University, says a
press release.
She was wife of late

Tawfiq Aziz Khan, an execu-
tive editor of The Daily Star
and renowned sports writer
and commentator.

Late Suraiya Begum was a
life member of the Bangla
Academy, Library
Association of Bangladesh,
Institute of Library
Information and
Management and the Asiatic
Society of Bangladesh.

She was also a member of
the Inner Wheel Club of
Dhaka North West and an
executive committee mem-
ber of the Community
Development Library.

ACC hotline getting

huge response
Say officials

UNB, Dhaka

The hotline, launched by the Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) just four days back to receive graft allegations directly
from people, is getting a huge response, said officials.

"We've already got some 70,000 phone calls from peo-
ple,” ACC system analyst (director) Rajib Hasan told the
news agency yesterday.

He said the ACC's complaint centre is receiving phone
calls even on the weekend (Friday and Saturday), but all are
not graft allegations as some people just hail the commis-
sion for introducing the service. "When people call the
hotline during the weekend, their calls are automatically
recorded by the ACC's system, " Rajib added.

On July 27, Finance Minister AMA Muhith officially
launched ACC's hotline -- 106.

Now, the people who cannot read or write can submit
their allegations against graft suspects by calling from their
mobile phones. One can submit his or her complaint by
dialing 106 from any mobile phone operator of the country
or telephone free of cost.

Rajib Hasan said the complaint centre has already sub-
mitted about 200 graft allegations received through the
hotline to the commission.

ACC Public Relations Officer Pranab Kumar

Bhattacharya said the hotline has so far received several

should be exposed,” said BNP Secretary tion work could go on. requested to attend. thousands of allegations, mostly regarding bribery.
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These eight teenage girls were accorded a reception in Barisal Club Auditorium on Monday for their exemplary
role in preventing child marriage. Non-government organisation Brac arranged the event under its community
empowerment programme. Awami League lawmaker Jebunnesa Afroj was present as the chief guest.
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