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10-year jail
for damage

Cabinet approves draft law

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Defence chiefs'
tenure to be

four years
Draft law gets nod

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday gave its
final approval to adraft law on
increasing the service tenure
of the chiefs of army, navy and
the air force to four years.

The cabinet yesterday approved the draft for a new law that
has stern punishment for electricity and equipment theft,
sabotage and vandalism, and a provision for an independ-
ent system operator to manage electricity load.

The approval of the draft was made at the weekly meeting
held at the Secretariat with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in

the chair.

Briefing reporters afterwards,

ered power theft.

The punishment for power theft by an individual would
be jail sentence of up to three years or a fine double the price
of the electricity stolen or Tk 50,000 (whichever is highest).

For industries, the punishment is maximum five years'
jail or a fine double the price of stolen electricity or Tk 5 lakh

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Cabinet
Mohammad Shafiul Alam said the Power Law, 2016, would
replace the Electricity Act, 1910, once passed by parliament.
He said use of electricity by any person or organisation
without permission of the government would be consid-

Traditionally, the chiefs
of the three forces are
appointed for three years. In
some cases, their service
time is extended.

As per the proposed
"Defence Forces Chiefs
(appointment, retirement
and salary and allowances)
Act-2017", their service
tenure will be four years
with no provision for reap-
pointment.

The draft law was
approved at the cabinet's
weekly meeting at the secre-
tariat, with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.
Cabinet Secretary M Shafiul
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Secretary

Poles with tangled fibre-optic cables lean against a wall near the capital's Shyamoli Shishu Mela, creating
obstruction on the pavement. The photo was taken on Saturday. Those poles were still there yesterday.

Biman cancels
4 hajj flights
in two days

Uncertainty grips
2,900 pilgrims

RASHIDUL HASAN

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
has been forced to cancel
four more hajj flights sched-
uled for yesterday and today
due to shortage of pilgrims.

Earlier on Saturday and
Sunday, the national airliner
cancelled three dedicated
hajj flights on the same
ground.

Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
AM Mosaddique Ahmed
yesterday told The Daily Star
that cancellation of seven hajj
flights so far caused uncer-
tainty of performing hajj by
around 2,900 pilgrims.

"We are worried about
repeated cancellation of hajj
flights due to shortage of
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Lawyer tells on
murder suspects
for bail forgery

HC orders immediate
arrest of five accused

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Violence mars
Venezuela vote

10 killed; Maduro claims win amid opposition
boycott; US condemns the polls as a 'sham'

AFP, Caracas

A lawyer turned in his own clients when
they brought a forged bail order before him.
Advocate Matiur Rahman Uzzal told

this correspondent that five of his clients,
accused in connection with a murder case
in Bogra, came to his chamber at the
Supreme Court Bar Association on Sunday.

They then gave him a photocopy of a
fake bail order and requested him to with-
draw a certified copy of the order from the
concerned offices of the HC.

The lawyer then reminded them that
the HC had never granted them bail in the
case but rather rejected their bail prayer.
Following this, the accused left the court
area, he said.

Yesterday, Matiur Rahman placed the
photocopy of the false bail order before
the HC bench of Justice M Enayetur Rahim
and Justice Shahidul Karim.

“They committed an offense so [ had to
bring that issue to the High Court's notice
in order for them to be punished,” he said.

Following Matiur Rahman's submission
of the fake bail order and after examining
the case records, the High Court yesterday
directed the police to immediately arrest
the five accused in connection with the
Omar Faruk murder case.

The HC also asked the Supreme Court
registrar general to find out the persons
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Venezuela braced for new protests yesterday after a controversial election
for an assembly to rewrite the constitution unleashed a wave of unrest that
left 10 people dead.

Opponents of embattled President Nicolas Maduro vowed another day
of nationwide marches, defying an intensifying crackdown on protests that
have left more than 120 people dead in four months.

Flouting international condemnation -- including the threat of new sanc-
tions by US President Donald Trump's administration -- Maduro meanwhile
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Police officers scramble to safety after a firebomb
exploded next to them during a protest against the elec-
tions for a constituent assembly in Caracas on Sunday.

RAPE OF 4-YR-OLD
Rapist killed
her 'because
she screamed!'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The rapist strangled four-
year-old Tanha Akter as he
failed to stop her screaming
and saw her bleeding.

Following his arrest,
lone accused Md Shipon,
35, told detectives the
horrifying tale of how he
had committed the crime
before dumping the body
of the minor girl in a toilet
in the capital's Badda on
Sunday evening.

A team of serious crime
unit and north division of
the Detective Branch (DB)
of police made the arrest
around 1.00am yesterday,
within six hours after the
incident, said Abdul Baten,
joint commissioner of DB
police.

During his interroga-
tion, Shipon said he had
enticed the girl into his
room by offering choco-
lates and then raped her. As
she began screaming, he
strangled her to death and
dumped the body in the
toilet.

The victim's family lives
at Adarshanagar, close to
the tin-shed house rented
by Shipon and his wife.
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'Hunger-controlling'
cells found in brain

Bank Alfalah

The Way Forward D Al

Cells in the brain that may help control the hunger
impulse have been discovered in a development
that could lead to new treatments for obesity.

The research adds weight to the evidence that eating
is a surprisingly complex biological behaviour.

“We have identified two new populations of cells
in the brain that potently regulate appetite,” said
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Russia defends slashing
of US embassy staff

AFP, Moscow

Moscow yesterday sought to justify its deci-
sion to purge US diplomatic personnel in
the country, as the Kremlin appeared to give
up on hopes of improving ties anytime soon
under Donald Trump.

President Vladimir Putin announced
Sunday that Washington will have to cut its
diplomatic mission in Russia by 755

employees, as Moscow struck back against
new sanctions passed by the US Congress.

The move represents one of the biggest
single reductions of US personnel by
Moscow, with Putin warning he could retali-
ate further.

"We have waited long enough, hoping
that the situation would perhaps change for
the better," the Kremlin strongman said.
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