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City

SEXUAL ABUSE, TORTURE

4 children's home
staftf beaten up

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Students of Satkhira Govt Children's
Family on Sunday beat up four offi-
cials and employees over allegations of
sexual abuses, providing inadequate
food and physical torture.

The incident occurred at a chil-
dren's family building at Old Satkhira
in the town around 9:00pm.

The students have demanded imme-
diate transfer of all officials and employ-
ees including Deputy Superintendent
Mizanur Rahman and punishment of
the culprits after an investigation.

The employees who were beaten up
are office assistant Bidhan Bairagi,
Tanvir Hossain, coordinator Abdullah
Al Mahmud and cook Koushik Farhan.

Sixteen students raised the allega-
tions in front of this correspondent,
Deputy Director of District Social
Welfare Directorate Debashish Sarder
and Deputy Superintendent Mizanur
Rahman.

Debashish Sarder said the district
administration has already formed a
three-member probe committee
headed by Upazila Nirbahi Officer
(Sadar) Nur Ahmed Sajal.

He added they have primarily trans-
ferred Bidhan to Ashasuni and would
take action against others after the
investigation.

Little hope
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Dr Lingam Gopal, a senior retina spe-
cialist, examined the 23-year-old yes-
terday.

National Institute of Ophthalmology
(NI0O) Assistant Professor Zahidul Ahsan
Menon, who 1is also accompanying
Siddiqur, declined to comment, saying
he had sent a report on the doctor's
observations on Siddiqur to the higher
authorities.

Contacted, NIO Director Golam
Mostafa said, “The doctor will do fur-
ther assessments at the hospital today.”

The victim was primarily examined
by Dr Dhanshree Ratra of the same
Indian hospital on Friday. She went
through the case summary prepared by
the NIO in Dhaka and referred him to
Dr Lingam Gopal for a second opinion.

Meanwhile, a probe committee,
formed to investigate the incident, has
not submitted its report yet. Dhaka
Metropolitan Police formed the body
on July 23 to look into the police
action on the students' protest,
demanding announcement of their
examination schedules.

Siddiqur's eyes were damaged after
a policeman, as seen in a video foot-
age, shot a teargas canister directly at
the agitating students. Siddiqur col-
lapsed on the street instantly.

Later, doctors at NIO said he could
not see with his right eye. The left eye
responded to light once or twice when
the physicians removed the bandage
on July 23.

The government is
Siddiqur's medical costs.
POLICEYETTO SUBMIT REPORT
The three-member probe committee,
which was given three working days to
complete their investigation, has not
submitted its report yet. It is now seeking
two more days for completing the job.

Mir Rezaul Alam, joint commis-
sioner (operations) of the DMP, told
The Daily Star, “We are taking state-
ments from witnesses, on-duty police-
men and doctors. We will submit our
report based on our findings.”

Asked whether they were able to
identify the policeman who fired the
teargas canister, he said, "We are scruti-
nising everything. If he has any fault, it
will be reflected in our report.”

Talking to a TV channel on July 25,
DMP Commissioner Asaduzzaman
Mia said they had several video clips of
the incident and that the probe body
was examining them.

Punitive actions would be taken if
the probe body found any policeman
guilty, he added.

A person could get injured if he or
she was caught in the line of a fired
teargas canister, he said, adding that
canisters were usually fired at 45
degree angle.

“This is unexpected and saddening.
Neither we nor the state can evade the
responsibility,” he added.

Police earlier claimed Siddigur was
wounded when hit by objects thrown
by the demonstrators.

Defence
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Alam briefed reporters after the meet-
ing.

He said no law had been enacted for
appointment of the chiefs of the three
forces in the last 46 years, which was
why the draft law was proposed.

According to the proposed law, the
chiefs would get salary equivalent to that
of cabinet secretary in addition to allow-
ances they now enjoy. After their retire-
ment, they would not be reappointed to
any civil or military administration.

However, they would be eligible to
work in any constitutional position or
at any private organisation on a con-
tractual basis.

Incumbent army chief General Abu
Belal Muhammad Shafiul Huq will
retire on June 25, 2018, air force chief
Air Marshal Abu Esraron June 12, 2018,
and navy chief Admiral Nizamuddin
Ahmed on January 27, 2019.

bearing

Padma rail link deal
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Union Information Service Centres
(LIISC) as IT hubs generating employ-
ments, and SPM would help pump
imported fuel directly from oil tankers
to the depot of Eastern Refineries
Limited (ERL).

Currently, large tankers anchor in
deep sea and smaller ships unload and
bring the oil to storage facilities of the
state-run ERL.

The mode of financing for the loans
would be different, said the official
sources.

The finance ministry tried to have
all the projects' financing in soft-loan
terms, but Beijing preferred diversified
modes such as self-finance, invest-
ment, and commercial loan.

A finance ministry official said 15
percent of the cost of the Padma Bridge
rail link would be borne by Bangladesh
and the remaining 85 percent would be
borne under China's preferential buy-
ers' creditin LIS dollars.

In Info-Sarkar and Single Point
Mooring (SPM) projects, China would
provide soft loans in Chinese currency.

[n both cases (buyers' credit and soft
loan), the interest rate would be two
percent with repayment period of 20
years including five years' grace period.

Bangladesh would bear 15 percent of
costs, while China would provide 70
percent commercial and 15 percent soft
loans in financing two power sector
projects with a total outlay of $3 billion.

A finance ministry official indicated
that the commercial loan's interest rate
would be around 2.5 percent.

The sources added China was will-
ing to start financing three out of 28
mutually agreed development projects
from this calendar year. However,
Bangladesh pursued for financing
more projects, especially the 172-km
Padma Bridge Rail Link Project.

A special letter was sent from the
Prime Minister's Office to the Chinese
government emphasising the political
and economical importance of the rail
link project for Bangladesh. The letter
also noted that the planned rail link is

also a part of the BCIM (Bangladesh-
China-India-Myanmar Forum for
Regional Cooperation) economic
corridor.

The letter further said the prime
minister desired for opening of the
train services over the Padma the same
day the bridge is opened. After the
communication China has agreed to
sign the deal this year.

The project would be implemented
by 2022, but a portion of the rail line
would be completed by 2018 so that
people can use Padma Bridge by both
road and rail. The government plans to
open the bridge to public in December
2018.

The project is divided into four
segments -- Dhaka-Gendaria,
Gendaria-Mawa, Mawa-Bhanga and
Bhanga-Jessore rail tracks. The railway
tracks would go through seven districts
of Dhaka division -- Dhaka,
Narayanganj, Munshiganj, Shariatpur,
Madaripur, Faridpur and Gopalganj --
and two districts of Khulna division --
Narail and Jessore.

Dhaka would probably get $21.5
billion from Beijing in financial assis-
tance under the MolU signed in last
October against a total of 28 projects
under China's 'Strengthening
Investment and Production Capacity
Cooperation' programme, said sources
at Economic Relations Division (ERD).

The amount could go up or down
when final loan agreements would be
signed, they added.

Distinguished Fellow of the Centre
for Policy Dialogue (CPD) Mustafizur
Rahman said if the projects were
implemented in a cost-effective way,
the economy would get the benefit.

He, however, insisted on efforts to get
the credit from soft loan windows and
cautioned against any 'hidden costs'.

He added the first thing is that the
negotiations have to be done efficiently
and the projects have to be imple-
mented timely and cost-effectively.
There will be no problem in debt servic-
ing in that case, he observed.

SC wants
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functions shall vest in the president
and shall be exercised by him in con-
sultation with the Supreme Court.”
Anisul said there was a serious
apprehension that “it [SC observation
on disciplinary rules|] might create
conflict with the president's power.
"That is why the law ministry is so
seriously looking into... There is room
for discussion. Had there been no inten-
tion to discuss, | would not have sub-
mitted the draft to the chiefjustice.”
Referring to Chief Justice Surendra
Kumar Sinha, Anisul said sitting in the
courtroom, the chief justice talked
about getting rid of the High Court.
“Bangabandhu [Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman| established the High Court.
How can we get rid of the High Court? Is
it notirrelevant?” the law minister said.
On Sunday, the SC refused to fully
accept the draft rules determining the

discipline of lower court judges, and
said the rules were the opposite of the
top court's directives.

"And it cannot go on like this,” said
the chief justice, who was heading a
six-member bench of the apex court,
during the hearing on the Masdar
Hossain case, popularly known as the
judiciary separation case.

The law minister met the CJ] at his
office on Thursday and submitted the
draft.

The minister then told reporters
that the rules would be sent to the
president for approval if the C] gave
consent to those after scrutiny.

Awami League General Secretary
Obaidul Kader, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam, AL Presidium
Member Abdul Matin Khasru and Law
Secretary SM Rezaul Karim, among
others, spoke at yesterday's meeting,

Violence mars
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claimed victory in Sunday's election,
citing an offical turnout figure of 41.5
percent.

The leftist leader encouraged the
new "Constituent Assembly” to wield
its vast powers to scrap opposition
lawmakers' immunity from prosecu-
tion as one of its first acts.

Protesters attacked polling stations and
barricaded streets around the country on
Sunday, drawing a bloody response from
security forces, who opened fire with live
ammunition in some cases.

Despite the unrest and an opposi-
tion boycott, the National Electoral
Council said there had been "extraor-
dinary turnout" of more than eight
million voters.

Dressed in bright red, his fist
clenched and face beaming, Maduro
hailed it as a win in a speech to hun-
dreds of cheering supporters in central
Caracas early yesterday.

"It is the biggest vote the revolution
has ever scored in its 18-year history,"
he said, referring to the year his late
mentor, Hugo Chavez, came to power.

"What the hell do we care what
Trump says?”

Members of the new assembly will
include his wife Cilia Flores, his pug-
nacious right-hand man Diosdado
Cabello, and other staunch allies.

The socialist president is gambling
his four-year rule on the 545-member
assembly, which will be empowered to
dissolve the opposition-controlled
congress and rewrite the constitution.

There was blistering international

condemnation of the vote.

The European Union voiced concern
over the fate of democracy in Venezuela,
adding there are "grave doubts” that it
can recognise a controversial vote.

Lawyer tells
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responsible for fabricating the fake bail
order by conducting an inquiry and to
file a criminal case against them.

Omar Faruk of Dobila village at
Shibganj upazila was killed on March
5 this year. His brother, Md Ferdaus
Hossain, filed a murder case with
Shibganj Police Station on March 7
accusing five people.

The accused are Md Tayab Alj,
Montazer Rahman, Minhaz, Md
Sanaul Sana and Md Mizan from dif-
ferent villages of Shibganj upazila in
Bogra, who remain free.

Recounting the event, Assistant
Attorney General Md Yousuf Mahmud
Morshed told The Daily Star that the
HC judges on June 8 this year rejected a
petition by Tayab, Montazer, Minhaz,
Sanaul and Mizan seeking anticipatory
bail in the murder case, considering
that the petition was not moved prop-
erly before them.

The five though managed to produce
a photocopy of a false HC order in
which it was seen that they were granted
eight weeks' anticipatory bail on June 8
this year in the murder case, although
their bail petition was actually rejected
by this court on the very same day.

Brac U students protest
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the documents.” The Grievance
Resolution Committee was yet to
make its final decision.

At this point, the registrar and two
others asked Farhaan to hand over his
university [D.

“The registrar pulled my ID card
with such great force that my panjabi
pocket was torn. [ was pushed down so
violently that I still have bruises all
over my arms and even on my chest,”
Farhaan said.

As the news spread, students on the
campus gathered to demonstrate. The
agitation continued yesterday.

Several attempts to reach the regis-
trar for comments failed.

[n a statement on the university's

website, Vice-chancellor Syed Saad
Andaleeb said an enquiry committee
was formed in light of the situation on
the campus.

Earlier, the VC invited a group of
students to meet him and share their
views regarding the incident. But the
call was declined.

The VC wants to conclude this epi-
sode as soon as possible and fairly,
according to the statement.

Wishing not to be named, a student
of the university said the protest would
be continued until they got justice.

Sub-inspector Sohel Rana told The
Daily Star that a written complaint had
been filed with Banani Police Station
regarding the assault of the teacher.

NEWS

DHAKA TUESDAY AUGUST 1,2017, SRABAN 17,1424 BS

Biman cancels
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pilgrims as ferrying those intended
hajjis to Saudi Arabia would be diffi-
cult for us given the specific number of
hajj flights, " Mosaddique added.

Of the latest cancelled flights, one
was scheduled to fly at 10:25am yester-
day and three were scheduled for
today, added the Biman boss.

Biman, however, operated three
other scheduled hajj flights yesterday
carrying more than 1,250 pilgrims,
Shakil Meraj, general manager, public
relations, Biman, said.

The religious affairs ministry yester-
day asked Business Automation
Limited, a vendor that provides it with
[T services, to give names of the private
hajj tour operators who have got visas
but failed to send pilgrims on the
scheduled dates.

"We will take punitive actions
against those hajj agencies who have got
visas but yet to take measures to send
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia," Abdul Jalil,
secretary, religious affairs ministry, told
this correspondent over phone.

Hajj officials at Ashkona Hajj Camp
said such a situation occurred due to
irresponsibility and greediness of the
hajj agencies.

Several agencies have yet to strike a
deal with the Saudi hajj authorities to
rent houses and complete other for-
malities as they were looking for
cheaper options, said a number of
Biman and ministry officials.

They alleged that those agencies
want to spend less money for house
rent, food and other formalities.

"A section of hajj agencies make
fortunes from this corrupt process as
they want to send hajjis at the eleventh
hour to save money from food and
accommodation,” a former director of
Ashkona Hajj Camp and currently
involved with Business Automation
Limited, told this correspondent.

Another director of the camp said the
agencies were waiting to play a dirty
game at the end of hajj flights as they
would bargain with the government to
send pilgrims in replacement quota.

"A section of hajj agencies have regis-
tered many fake pilgrims. They will later
bargain with the government to send
their substitutes mentioning death and
serious illness of the fake names," added
the director asking not to be identified.

"If they can bring in substitutes, the
private tour operators will charge them
more money," he added.

The religious affairs ministry said it
would take stern action against any
hajj agencies if found involved.

Govt to go ahead
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Resources, Power and Ports have
demanded the project be scrapped.

They said the government's “propa-
ganda has become clear after the
[Inesco report came out.”

“Earlier, it was said by the govern-
ment that the Unesco lifted its objec-
tion on the construction of the power
plant. However, it is clear from the
report that no commercial or indus-
trial unit could be set up before the
SEA, " they said in a statement.

PRESS BRIEFING

Speaking at a press conference at
Bidyut Bhaban yesterday, Tawfig-e-
Elahi Chowdhury said the construc-
tion of Rampal power plant would go
on as "the Unesco has endorsed the
government's scientific statement at
the 41st session of the World Heritage
Committee”.

"Necessary infrastructure will also
be constructed at the site as per recom-
mendations of the World Heritage
Committee of Unesco,” he said,
reports BSS.

He also aid that the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) made it clear
that no large-scale infrastructure
should be constructed in the plant area
before a SEA is conducted in the
region.

The government is constructing a
1,320-MW coal-based power plant at
Rampal aimed at improving the coun-
try's power generation capacity, he said.

“We will carry out the SEA in two
years, while a progress report of the SEA
would be prepared by 2018. We will also
take mitigation measures based on the
environmental assessment.”

He said the government is also aware
of Sundarban's status as a world heritage
site, adding, "We will monitor the project
as well as the environment closely to take
quick mitigation measures.”

The government submitted its
scientific and logical statement at the
41st session of the World Heritage
Committee as an observer of the ses-
sion, the adviser said.

He also claimed member states of
the session supported and raised voice
in favour of the scientific statement
and then the 21-member committee
endorsed it by withdrawing the earlier
objection for setting up the plant at its
current site.

He added that reports published in
many newspapers quoting Unesco and
its 41st session's decisions were “con-
fusing” and “misguided”.

Power Division Secretary Dr Ahmed
Kaikaus, Chairman of Bangladesh Power

Development Board (BPDB) Khaled
Mahmud and Director General of Power

Cell Mohammad Hossain were present
during the press conference.

Russia defends
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"But it seems that even if the situation
is changing, it's not for any time soon."

Putin's spokesman Dmitry Peskov
yesterday insisted that any hopes of
mending Russia-US ties rest on "curing
the worsening political schizophre-
nia" in Washington, but admitted the
two sides appeared "far away" from
any improvement.

He did insist Russia remained keen
on "continuing cooperation in the
areas that correspond to our interests”,
suggesting Moscow remains open to
working together on Syria after agree-
ing a ceasefire with the US in the south
of the war-torn country.

The US State Department earlier
called Moscow's move “regrettable
and uncalled for" and said it was "as-
sessing the impact of such a limitation
and how to respond.”

US Vice President Mike Pence while
on a visit to Estonia yesterday said:
"We hope for better days, for better
relations with Russia.”

He stressed that "recent diplomatic
action taken by Moscow will not deter
the commitment of the United States
of America to our security, the security
of our allies."

Last Thursday the US Senate over-
whelmingly approved a bill to
toughen sanctions on Russia for alleg-
edly meddling in the 2016 US presi-
dential election and its intervention in
Ukraine. Iran and North Korea are also
targeted in the sanctions bill.

2 govt officials
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bail, and the SC cancelled their bail
and asked the two to surrender before
the trial court, Public Prosecutor Siraj
added.

Earlier, the ACC arrested Fakhrul
Islam, the then surveyor of Cox's Bazar
DC office, Abul Kashem Majumdar,
the then chief assistant of land acquisi-
tion section of the DC office, and advo-
cate Nur Mohammad Sikder in con-
nection with the case.

Kashem and Nur are now on bail.
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