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Time: 6:00pm
Venue: BNS

Bangladesh Premier League
Arambagh v Rahmatganj

STARSPORTS SELECTHD1
England vSouth Africa
3rd Test, Day-5

Live from4:00pm

Caeleb's record seven

Hosszu picks up second gold

REUTERS, Budapest

Caeleb Dressel of the United
States heralded a new era in
world swimming when he
equalled the great Michael
Phelps's feat of seven golds at a single world
championships as the 17th edition closed
on Sunday:.

The 20-year-old Dressel underlined his
credentials as the world's fastest starter in
breathtaking fashion at the Duna Arena
when he broke away on the butterfly leg to
give the 11.S. gold in the men's 4x100 metres
medley relay.

Dressel had already won three individ-
ual golds and three relay titles in
Budapest and Sunday's addition allowed
him to match his compatriot Phelps's
tally from the 2007 championships in
Melbourne.

He also helped the U1.S. to record their
best-ever world championship haul, with
38 medals.

Team mate Lilly King had kickstarted the
evening in blistering style with a world-
record time of 29.40 seconds in the
women's 50m breaststroke.

King beat Russian Yuilya Efimova to the
wall by 0.17 seconds, with another
American, Katie Meili taking bronze.

The atmosphere rose when Hungary's
Katinka Hosszu glided to gold in the
women's 400m individual medley, adding
to her 200m medley title.

The 12,000-strong crowd roared Hosszu
on to a championship record time of four
minutes 29.33. Mireia Belmonte of Spain
won silver, with Canadian Sydney Pickrem
claiming bronze.

Chase Kalisz's breaststroke leg in the
men's 400m individual medley also saw
him land an individual medley double.

The American set a championship record
of four minutes 5.90 seconds to become the
third-fastest performer behind Phelps and
Ryan Lochte.

David Verraszto of Hungary won silver,
with Japan's Daiya Seto securing bronze,

Swede Sarah Sjostrom won her third
individual gold in the women's 50m
freestyle to wrap up a memorable champi-
onships which also included two world
records.

The 23-year-old paced herself perfectly to
hold of Ranomi Kromowidjojo of the
Netherlands in 23.69 seconds. Simone
Manuel of the L1.S. won bronze.

Camille Lacourt of France delivered the
perfect hors d'oeuvre for his new life as a
Paris restaurant owner by blazing his way to
a hat-trick of men's 50m backstroke world
golds.

Lacourt, 32, bowed out of the sport in
style as his 24.35 seconds saw off Japan's
Junya Koga and Matt Grevers of the L1.S. into
the minor medals.

King and Manuel then helped the L1.S. to
set a world record on the way to women's
4x100m medley relay gold.

THE MONEY TEAM

Neymar and Floyd Mayweather have plenty on their plate at the moment, but both looked relaxed after
meeting up in the wake of Barcelona's victory over Real Madrid on Saturday. The former is currently at
the centre of intense transfer speculation which suggests that a record-breaking €222 million move to
Paris Saint-Germain could soon be made. The latter also has money on his mind, as he prepares to take in
a super-fight with UFC star Conor McGregor which is expected to smash box office records. Neither
appear to be letting the sense of occasion get to them, though, after taking the time to chat after Barca's
3-2 win in an International Champions Cup Clasico in Miami. Mayweather is due to face McGregor in Las
Vegas on August 26 in an eagerly-anticipated cross-codes contest. He is expected to make over $100
million from the fight, as he seeks to protect his previously faultless 49-0 record. —AGENCIES

Eamhlan forward Dawda Ceesay {G} scored two gnals as Sheikh Russel beat Muktijoddha Sangsad 3-0 in thmr Bangladesh
Premier League encounter at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
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With a seventh gold in the 4x100m medIley relay on the final day of the
World Aquatics Championships in Budapest, USA's Caeleb Dressel tied
Michael Phelps for the most golds in a single world championship.

PHOTO:
AFP

Easy wins for Sk Russel, Ctg Abahani
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Dawda Ceesay scored twice

SPORTS REPORTER
g as former champions Sheikh

ween Russel Krira Chakra made a
commanding start to their Bangladesh Premier
League campaign with a 3-0 wvictory over
Muktijoddha Sangsad KC at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

The Gambian forward, who scored either side
of the break, should have got the first hattrick of
the league, but he squandered two gilt-edged
chances in the second halfin the lopsided affair.

The first chance of the match, though, came at
the other end as Muktijoddha's right wing-back
Monir Alam made a threatening move in the
23rd minute. The defender darted speedily down
the flank into the box, dancing past three oppo-
sition players, but his final shot, which was
rather hastily taken, was too wayward to trouble
the opposition goalkeeper.

Things looked pretty lackadaisical in the first
half hour, but all that changed with the opening
goal, coming from Sheikh Russel midfielder
Khalekuzzaman in the 32nd minute. The
midfielder spotted a long chip from inside his
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own half and raced ahead of two Muktijoddha
defenders to head it in from a distance before
Muktijoddha goalkeeper Uttam Barua could get
to the ball.

The lead was doubled four minutes later as
Ceesay picked the left top corner of the net with a
thunderous strike from his left foot, after cutting
past a Muktijoddha defender at the edge of the
box on a through-pass from skipper Shahedul

3 SHEIKH RUSSEL
(KHALEKUZZAMAN 33,

CEESAY 37, 78)
(TG ABAHANI
(MENDY 06 42,
TAWHIDUL 45+)

MUKTIJODDHA 0 -

RAHMATGAN) 0 - 2

Alam.

The All Reds were unlucky not to reduce the
arrears before the break as two wonderful oppor-
tunities came their way within a space of a few
minutes. Motiur Rahman saw his point-blank
attempt fisted over by Sheikh Russel's goalkeeper
Ziaur Rahman before Saikat Hossain Munna's
effort in stoppage time of the first half came off

the far post.

Ceesay should have made it 3-0 seven min-
utes after restart as he found acres of space after
darting into the box on a through-pass from
Shahedul, but the Gambian's heavy first touch
knocked the ball out of his reach.

The Gambian did get his second goal in the
78th minute with a simple tap-in after substi-
tute Alamgir Kabir Rana cut the ball back, hav-
ing expertly rounded off the Muktijoddha
keeper.

Ceesay was then denied a deserved hattrick by
the woodwork in the last minute of regulation
time, but Sheikh Russel happily took the 3-0 win
in their opening match, after having finished
eighth last season.

Meanwhile last season's runners-up,
Chittagong Abahani, got off to a winning start as
well, handing a 2-0 defeat to promoted
Farashganj SCin the second match of the day.

National team forward Zahid Hossain was the
architect of the victory as his cross was deflected
into the net by Farashganj defender Malick
Mendy in the 42nd minute before Tawhidul
Alam Sabuj headed home his free-kick in stop-
page time of the first half.

The following are a few
samples of stories that did
not make the print edition.
However, if they pique your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star

the shadows?

PSG working in

HOCKEY TEAM'S CHINA TOUR
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22-man squad named

AFP, Miami

Mahbub Harun, head coach of the

Bangladesh national hockey team, yesterday
trimmed his squad to 22 members, opting to
leave out eight members from the prelimi-

First El Clasico Barca's

This was nothing more than a pre-season
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Gerard Pique delivered
. Barcelona's match winner
., over Real Madrid on Saturday
El Clasico Miami lived up

match and obviously wasn't going to affect
the overall record between these two old
rivals, which stands at 93 wins for Real, 91
for Barcelona.

Neymar reportedly offered 300m
to be 2022 World Cup ambassador

STAR SPORT DESK

website by simply scanning
the QR codes listed below:

Vettel wins Hungarian GP
Sebastian Vettel e
increased his oA
drivers' world
championship
lead to 14 points on Sunday
when he led Kimi Raikkonen
home in a dominant Ferrari
one-two at the Hungarian

The speculation surrounding Neymar's future has been mount-
ing day by day, but one question that has always remained is
whether Paris Saint-Germain could afford the 222 million euro
buyout clause on the Barcelona star's contract while staying on
the right side of UEFA's Financial Fair Play (FFP) model.

Most believed that they could not, but that they would take another 60
million euro fine -- they incurred one for breaching FFP in 2014 and paid it
without hesitation -- and move on. After all they are backed by one of the
wealthiest persons in the world in Nasser Al-Khelaifi, the Qatari billionare.

Grand Prix. However La Liga chief Javier Tebas told reporters that he would person-
India face selection ally bring up the issue with UEFA if PSG paid the buyout clause for one of
'dilemma’ his league's biggest stars.

India's “La Liga will file this complaint because it's a problem for La Liga's com-
thrashing of Sri petitiveness. Today it's happened to Barca, tomorrow it could happen to
Lankain th Real Madrid, it's happened to Atletico Madrid, " Tebas said.

The Qatar tourism board have signed a massive sponsorship with PSG,
but even then they would not be able to cope with the expense of the
signing and subsequent wages, meaning that would struggle to meet FFP
conditions that limit a team to losses of no more than 30 million euros

first Test has left captain
Virat Kohli with a "massive”
yet welcome headache as he

ponders his team selection over a three-year cycle.

for the next match. "PSG cannot have figures in which PSG's commercial rights exceed those

Woods meets Messi, of Rea] Madrid and+ Earc&:lcma, 1 gaiq Tehasi "No one believes that. We've
carried out economic studies and it's impossible.

?I:l::::rld of "It means that the Qatari state is injecting money and that violates

LUEFA's financial fair play rules and the European Union's norms of eco-
nomic competition, and we're going to file a complaint.”
That spurned PSG into action and reports emerged yesterday that

collided as Tiger " et

Woods met Barcelona Neymar would be given a role as an ambassador for the 2022 World Cup to
players and hung out with be held in Qatar. The payment for this agreement? 300 million euros.
them after Barcelona's That would enable Neymar to take the money, pay his buy-out clause
Miami Clasico. using his 'personal funds' and leave him free to join any club that he
pleases. It would also mean that PSG would not have to show an extra 222
:I;w I:I.'leatt Spurs 3-0 million euros plus taxes on their balance sheet when it came time to mea-
dincnester I

sure up for FFP.

PSG would also be able to deny any involvement in the deal.

Neymar is one of the world’s biggest, most marketable stars and a 300
million euro contract and is one of has some of the most lucrative sponsor-
ships in the world. If it is deemed that he is worth that amount of money
then there is little anyone can do about it.

UEFA and Tebas would have their hands tied and watch FFP be reduced
to a farce.

City pusted 3

win over Engllsh Premler:shm
rivals Tottenham in an ICC
friendly in Nashville.

nary squad, for the upcoming China tour.
The team is expected to leave on August
3 for China where they will play eight
warm-up matches as part of their prepara-
tions for the 10th Men's Asia Cup, which is
scheduled to be held in Dhaka in October.
Harun, however, said this was not the final
Asia Cup squad as the eight excluded players
can still be considered for that tournament.
“We will tour China with 22 players,
and the ones excluded from this tour will
still be in consideration for the Asia Cup,”
Harun said. "There is a possibility that the
team may tour India in September to play
some more warm-up matches. So these
players might be considered for that tour.”
SQUAD:
Ashim Gope, Abu Sayeed Nippon, Rezaul
Karim Babu, Sarwar Hossain, Puskar Khisha
Mimo, Farhad Hossain Situl, Rumman
Hossain, Moinul Islam Kowshik, Mamunur
Rahman Chayan, Nayeem Uddin, Russell
Mahmud Jimmy, Ashraful Islam, Milon
Hossain, Khorshedur Rahman, Arshad
Hossain, Imran Hossain Pintu, Hasan
Jubaer Niloy, Deen Islam Emon, Sohanur
Rahman Sabuz, Mahbub Hossain, Fazle
Rabby, Mohammad Mohsin.

BHF polls on Aug 27

SPORTS REPORTER

The much talked-about elections of the
Bangladesh Hockey Federation will be held on
August 27 according to the election comimis-
sion, who announced the schedule yesterday.

A total of 86 voters will cast their votes
to elect the 28 members of the executive
comimittee, including five vice-presidents,
one general secretary, two joint secretaries,
one treasurer and 19 members.

The other posts -- that of the president
and two executive members -- will be nomi-
nated by the National Sports Council.

The draft voters list is scheduled to be
revealed today while the final candidates'
list will be announced on August 23.
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to the hype.
The Spanish international steered in a
Neymar free-kick in the 50th minute to seal
a 3-2 win for the Catalan giants in front of
66,014 at the Hard Rock Stadium.

Lionel Messi, who put in a superb 64-
minute performance, opened the scoring
after just three minutes and when Ivan
Rakitic doubled the lead soon after, the
writing appeared to be on the wall for a
sluggish Real Madrid side.

Yet Zinedine Zidane's side quickly woke
from their slumber and by the end of the
first half, goals from Mateo Kovacic and
Marco Asensio had pulled them level.

What followed was entertaining, often
breathless friendly fare before Pigue struck
that decisive goal.

Madrid had the last laugh in May, win-
ning La Liga and the Champions League, but
actually arrived in Miami off the back of two
exhibition defeats. Barca, meanwhile, had
two wins but the ongoing uncertainty sur-
rounding Neymar has cast a serious cloud
over their two-week stay in North America.

The Brazilian started for Ernesto
Valverde's side and while the rest of his
teammates head home he will fly to China
to perform commercial obligations on
behalf of the club.

Valverde put off post-match questions
about Neymar.

“I always try to talk about things that
happen rather than things that might hap-
pen,” he said. "We are going to wait. From
my perspective, we have Neymar in our
team, we count on him and we have to see.”
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Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi watches the ball make its way to the back of the
net against Real Madrid in a friendly in Miami on Sunday.
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