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Barca's big guns want decision

The following are a few
samples of stories that did
not make the print edition.
However, if they pique your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star
website by simply scanning
the QR codes listed below:

Sun sits out 1500m race

Sun Yang was E}Wﬁ"}
a surprise :

absentee in
the men's
1500m freestyle heats as
the world-record holder
again opted out at the
world aquatic champion-
ships.

Neymar set for China
trip

The intrigue
surrounding
Neymar's i
future at Barcelona took
another twist when the
Brazilian star said that he
would be in Shanghai.
Efimova gains revenge
Russia won
three titles at
the world
championships as the
controversial Yuliya
Efimova won the
women's 200m breast-
stroke title to gain
revenge over arch-rival
Lilly King.

Vettel takes Hugarian
GP pole
World champi- [#
onship leader
Sebastian M
Vettel took pole position
for Hungarian Grand Prix
ahead of Ferrari team-
mate Kimi Raikkonen in

qualifying.

Door is open for
M'bappe: Ramos

AFP, Miami

AGENCIES, Miami

o Barcelona star team-

\ .ﬂ' | mates said Friday they

@, have begged Neymar to

E resist the temptation of

moving to Paris St

Germain after a training ground alterca-
tion with new signing Nelson Semedo.

The French giants are supposedly
ready to launch a record-breaking 222
million euros move for Neymar, spark-
ing exit fears as the Spanish club pre-
pared for a Saturday "El Clasico” friendly
matchup with Real Madrid at Miami.

The unsettled 25 year-old Brazilian
stormed off the practice pitch in disgust
and has yet to commit his future to
Barcelona ahead of the transfer dead-
line, still more than a month away.

"It's true, something did happen,
but that's sometimes what happens in
training," Barca midfielder Andres
Iniesta said. "All the talk about
Neymar right now, everything is mag-
nified. Things like this can happen.
It's a personal decision for him, but of
course we want him to stay."

-

Strike partner Luis Suarez has
formed a deadly partnership with
Neymar and echoed Iniesta’s calls for
the interest from PSG to be dismissed
once and for all.

"As soon as he clarifies the situa-
tion it's better for us and him. He will
have his say when he is ready and as a
teammate [ will support him," Suarez
said. "Our relationship won't change.
We want him to stay."

Boss Emesto Valverde swerved the
media on the eve of the match with arch-
rival Real, but Iniesta sang Neymar's
praises.

“For me, he's one of the best players
in the world. He brings so much to the
team and hopefully he will stay for many
years," Iniesta said. "He is worth more
than 200 million or 300 million.”

Neymar made an appearance at a
Nike shop in Miami on Friday after-
noon to celebrate the release of his
new boots, but refused to talk about
the speculation.

There has been a lot said about why
the move is not completed yet and
Spanish media reported vyesterday
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Barcelona superstar Neymar trained without incident with the rest of the team in Miami yesterday

-1.?-..-1"!- "-.# P#Jﬂ“"’ ; '|'|.n--|..lﬂiw-l'

as the Catalonians geared up for their friendly match against Real Madrid.

that the Brazilian's silence was more
about money than anything else,
Reports surfaced that Neymar is due
to receive a 25 million euro loyalty
bonus if he is a Barcelona player on
July 31, which is why the announce-
ment has been delayed.

Barcelona will also have to cough up
26 million euros to Neymar Sr next
Monday as a signing bonus from the
contract his son signed last year, meaning
that their total outlay on Neymar over the
next week will be over 50 million euros.

This is one of the reasons why PSG
have offered the club not to pay Neymar's
buy-out fee -- the taxes on which would
see them spend close to 300 million euros
-- and instead work out a mutually benefi-
cial deal among the two clubs.

Barcelona president Josep Maria
Bartomeu told Beinsports Espanol in
an interview that Neymar was free to
pay and leave the club.

"We want Neymar to stay, but
release clauses exist. If he wants to
leave, they pay the money and he goes.
They have to pay the value of the release
clause, to the very last peseta.”
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CONTE LOSES THREE KILOS PER GAME

Passionate Chelsea manager Antonio Conte says he loses up to three kilos during games because of his
touchline antics and often feels "destroyed"” afterwards. The 47-year-old Italian made a stunning impactin
guiding Chelsea to the Premier League title in his first season in England after arriving last year. But the
former international midfielder also quickly won a reputation for displaying his full range of emotions on
the sidelines, including jumping into the arms of Chelsea fans to celebrate goals. He admits he will need to
tone down his behaviour one day. "l finish the game and I'm destroyed. | think | lose 2-3 kilos (over six
pounds) during the game,” he told reporters in Singapore. "l try to transfer all my passion into my work. |
know that in the future it will be very difficult to continue to have this because to stay on the touchline and
have this passion, you must have a lot of strength. “In the future my strength will be less and then maybe |
will try to keep myself calm and more seated.”
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India captain Virat Kohli (R) leads his team off the ground after a satisfying
four-day thrashing of Sri Lanka in the opening Test at Galle yesterday.
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India crush Lanka

AFP, Galle

India captain Virat
Kohli completed his
17th Test ton on
Saturday and then let
his bowlers demolish injury-hit Sri Lanka
to claim a 304-run victory inside four days
in the first Test.

It was India's biggest winning margin in
Sri Lanka and showed just why they are the
top-ranked Test side in the world.

Set a daunting 550 to win, Dimuth
Karunaratne made 97 for Sri Lanka, but
after his departure in the final session their
hopes sank in Galle.

With allrounder Asela Gunaratne and
stand-in captain Rangana Herath unable to
bat through injury, Sri Lanka called it a day
with eight wickets down and the total on 245.

Ravindra Jadeja and Ravichandran
Ashwin each took three wickets for the
dominant tourists.

Kohli modestly called it a "clinical perfor-
mance" after his side scored 600 in the first
innings and then restricted Sri Lanka to 291,

India lost the opening match in Galle
two years ago, but went on to take the series
2-1 and then return to number one in the
Test rankings in the following months.

"We are a more experienced side now.
We are playing more consistent cricket and
that shows, " Kohli said after the big win.

The captain reached an unbeaten 103 at
the start of the day before declaring India's
second innings on 240-3. He then gave his
bowlers the job of grinding down the home
side.

Karunaratne's stubborn 208-ball
innings took him past 2,500 career Test
runs but there was not enough support at
the other end.

SCORES IN BRIEF

INDIA: 600 (Dhawan 190, Pujara 153;
Pradeep 6-132) and 240-3 dec (Kohli 103
notout, Mukund 81)

SRI LANKA: 291 (Tharanga 64, Mathews
83, Perera 92 not out; Jadeja 3-67) and 245
(Karunaratne 97 not out, Dickwella 67;
Ashwin 3-65, Jadeja 3-71)

Result: India won by 304 runs
Player-of-the-match: Shikhar Dhawan.

England lead
by 252 runs

AFP, London

Real Madrid captain Sergio Ramos says
French teen striker Kylian Mbappe will

England were 74 for one in
their second innings, a lead
of 252 runs, at stumps on

the third day of the third
Test against South Africa at

AFP, Madrid

CR7 to start new
season 1n court

Cristiano Ronaldo faces a brutal return to
Madrid before starting pre-season training
with Real Madrid as he is expected in court on

become a welcome addition for the reigning
Champions League and La Liga champions
should he decide to leave Monaco.

The 18 year-old forward is wanted by Real Madrid man-
ager Zinedine Zidane, with the Spanish giants poised to
make him one of the most expensive players of all time in a
move that could costaround 180 million euros.

Ramos was adamant Mbappe has the qualities to become
of the best in the world.

"It's not a decision for me but Mbappe is a great prospect.
There are not young players around like him. We have an
important year ahead of us and already have excellent play-

rs," Ramos said ahead of Saturday's meeting with arch-
rivals Barcelona in Miami. "But it's money which moves
football and people can pay what they want. If he wants to
come to Real Madrid, the doors will be open.”

While Zidane smiled through his press conference here,
Barcelona have been fighting to keep superstar Neymar
from accepting Paris St Germain's riches. The French legend
declined to twist the knife regarding Neymar.

“We will see what happens,” Zidane said. "He's a good
player. They are our most important rivals but we lost our
last match against Manchester City and we want to putin a
strong performance.”
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The Oval on Saturday.

Keaton Jennings was 34
not and Tom Westley 28 not
out in what is the 100th Test
staged at The Oval.

Rain meant only 16.2
overs were possible
between lunch and stumps.

Earlier, Toby Roland-
Jones became just the sixth
England cricketer to take
five or more wickets in their
debut bowling innings in
Test cricket with a return of
five for 57 as South Africa
were dismissed for 175 in
reply to the hosts' 353.

Temba Bavuma top-scored
for South Africa with 52
before he was last man out,
caught behind off Middlesex
seamer Roland-Jones.
SCORES IN BRIEF
ENGLAND: First innings 353
SOUTH AFRICA: First
innings 175 (Bavuma 52,
Rabada 30; Anderson 3-25,
Roland-Jones 5-57)
ENGLAND: Second innings:
74 for 1 (Jennings 34 not
out, Westley 28 not out)

E Monday, accused of evading millions in taxes.
The 32-year-old -- the world's highest paid
athlete according to Forbes -- will be questioned by a court in
Pozuelo de Alarcon, a wealthy suburb of Madrid where he
lives, over allegations he evaded 14.7 million euros in tax.

Madrid's public prosecutors accuse Ronaldo of having
taken "advantage of a company structure created in 2010 to
hide income generated in Spain from his image rights from
tax authorities”.

They say this was a "voluntary
and conscious breach of his fiscal
obligations in Spain”.

Ronaldo has defended himself,
saying his "conscience is clear”.

- But the allegations still took their
~ toll, and the man with the "CR7"
, brand, Real's all-time top goalscorer,
threatened to leave Spain over the
affair, giving supporters a fright.

He has since hinted he will stay
on, telling Spanish sports daily Marca that he would like to
continue to win trophies for Real.

Ronaldo is not the only footballer to fall foul of authori-
ties in Spain, which is only just recovering from a damaging
economic crisis that saw countless people lose their jobs
and inequalities rise.

Lionel Messi was sentenced to a 21-month jail sentence
and 2.09-million-euro fine last year for tax fraud.

His prison sentence has since been replaced by another
fine of 252,000 euros, which corresponds to 400 euros for
each day ofjail.
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Visa Debit Card | Visa Credit Card

Special Offer Till 30 September 2017

® Annual Fees waived for first year.
B | owest interest rate of 17% PA.

No renewal fees.
Free supplementary card.

Discounts in some leading shops and restaurants.

For Pubali Card, Please contact with your nearest branch or call 16253 !ll
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