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INTERNATIONAL

Qatar changes
anti-terror law

amid Gulf row

UAE welcomes move
AFP, Dubai

An Emirati state minister
yesterday welcomed changes
to Qatar's anti-terror legislation
as a "positive" step in the crisis
between Doha and four Arab
neighbours which accuse it
of backing extremists.

Qatar announced a decree
by Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad Al-Thani late on
Thursday establishing two
nominal lists of individuals
and terrorist entities, and the
requirements for being
included in them.

[t also defined terrorists,
terrorist crimes, terrorist
entities as well as the
financing of terrorism.

The decree follows the
signing on July 11 of a US-
Qatar agreement to combat
terror funding during a visit
to Doha by US Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson to try to
defuse the Gulf crisis.

However, the four Arab
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(From left, anti-clockwise) A man stands in front of a damaged building following an earthquake off the island of Kos, Greece; a car is seen under the debris of a collapsed
building in the same tourist island; and damaged boats are seen after a tsunami in the resort town of Gumbet in Mugla province, Turkey. A 6.7-magnitude undersea quake
hit the Greek holiday island of Kos and the Turkish resort of Bodrum yesterday, killing two people and injuring hundreds in areas abuzz with nightlife.
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countries at odds with
Doha dismissed that deal
as "insufficent”,

Yesterday, the UAE state
minister for foreign affairs
welcomed the latest Qatar
move. "It is a positive step to
deal seriously with the list of
59 terrorists," Anwar Gargash
said in a tweet.

But Gargash, repeated

REUTERS, [slamabad

CORRUPTION REPORT INTO FAMILY WEALTH

Pakistan top court weighs
dismissal of PM Sharif

the JIT overstepped its remit, and disputed

his demands for Qatar to

its findings.

Parrot witness

helps convict
husband killer

Independent.co.uk

A woman has been con-
victed of murdering her
husband after his last

reorient its policies in order
to ease the crisis with its
Arab neighbours.

Also yesterday, US
Secretary of State Tillerson
urged Arab states to lift
blockade on Qatar, saying
the LIS is satisfied with the
Doha's efforts to implement
an agreement aimed at
combatting terror financing.

The dispute erupted
when regional powerhouse
Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Bahrain, Egypt broke ties
with Qatar on June 5,
accusing it of backing
extremism. Doha denies
the claim. They have
imposed sanctions on
Doha, including closing its
only land border, refusing
Qatar access to their air-
space and ordering their
citizens back from Qatar.

Pakistan’'s Supreme Court yesterday finished
hearing arguments on a scathing corruption
report into the family wealth of Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, and will begin delib-
erating whether to disqualify the premier.

The court is expected to make a decision in
a week or two, with analysts split on whether
it will dismiss Sharif outright or
recommend a fresh investigation
and corruption trial by the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB).

Few expect the judges to drop the
Panama Papers Case, since the
Supreme Court appointed the
investigatory panel that alleged the
Sharif family's wealth was beyond
its means. It further accused his chil-
dren, including presumed heir
Maryam, of signing forged documents to hide
ownership of posh London flats.

Sharif has denied wrongdoing and
slammed the 254-page report by the Joint
Investigation Team (JIT) as biased and
slanderous. He has also rejected opposition
demands to stand down.

Ejaz Afzal Khan, who heads the three-judge
Supreme Court panel hearing Sharif's case,
yesterday announced the hearings had been
concluded by saying: "Judgement reserved”.

Khan did not say when the Supreme Court
would announce its decision, however,

Opposition parties believe Sharif is wob-
bling and expect the Supreme Court
to deliver a knockout blow to his
premiership by employing a little-
used constitutional provision to
dismiss a sitting official.

"From our legal perspective it's
crystal clear: he can't survive this,”
said Shafqgat Mahmood, a lawmaker
with the opposition PT1 party.

Sharif's allies interpret the court's
decision not to summon him as indicating
thatit will order a NAB investigation.

Meanwhile, a US official said yesterday the
Pentagon will not make the remaining military
reimbursements to Pakistan for fiscal year
2016 after US Defense Secretary Jim Mattis told
Congress Islamabad had not taken sufficient
action against the Haggani network.

words were repeated by the
pet parrot who witnessed
the attack - and has been
saying the words "don't
fres*2ashoot.’

Glenna Duram, 49, shot
Martin Duram, 46, five
times before turning the
gun on herself in a failed
suicide attempt.

Ms Duram was found
guilty of first-degree mur-
der after eight hours of
deliberation by Newaygo
County jury in Michigan.

Her husband's African
Grey parrot, Bud, may have

Sharif's lawyers have been arguing that

g
.
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Former Thai prime minister Yingluck Shinawatra cries in front of supporters as she arrives at the Supreme Court in
Bangkok yesterday. The court will deliver its ruling in the criminal negligence case of toppled premier Yingluck
Shinawatra on August 25, a verdict that could see her jailed for up to 10 years. She is accused of failing to stop corrup-
tion in a rice subsidy policy that funnelled cash to her poor farming base but cost the Thai treasury billions of dollars.
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PROPOSED INTER-KOREAN MILITARY TALKS

No response from North
Korea as time runs out

AGENCIES

Time ran out yesterday on a proposal for rare
inter-Korean military talks, with the North
refusing to respond to the South's offer to
open dialogue to ease simmering tension.

Seoul had proposed to hold the rare talks
this week at the border truce village of
Panmunjom to ease hostilities after a series
of missile tests this year.

But the North has remained silent so far,
prompting the South's
defence ministry to admit
that it was "practically”
impossible for the meet-
ingto go ahead.

Meanwhile, travel
agencies yesterday said LS
will bar Americans from travelling to North
Korea in the coming weeks, a month aftera US
tourist, student Otto Warmbier, died following
his imprisonment by Pyongyang.

The military talks would have marked the
first official such talks since December 2015.

The North has also remained silent on an
offer made by the South's Red Cross to meet on
August 1 and discuss potential reunions for
families separated by the 1950-53 Korean War.

USTO SLAP TRAVEL BAN ON NORTH

UN FEARS FAMINE AS PYONGYANG
FACES WORST DROUGHT IN 15 YEARS

Monday's twin proposals are the first
concrete steps towards rapprochement with
the North since South Korea elected dovish
President Moon Jae-In in May.

Pyongyang has staged a series of missile
launches in violation of UN resolutions in
recent months -- including its first ICBM test
on July 4 that triggered global alarm and a
push by US President Donald Trump to
impose harsher UN sanctions.

The US recently detected signs of poten-
tial preparations for
another intercontinental
ballistic missile test in
the North, CNN reported
on Thursday, citing US
officials.

Meanwhile, The UN
said North Korea is facing severe food short-
ages after being hit by its worst drought in
more than 15 years, calling for urgent food
imports to stop children going hungry.

A severe lack of rainfall in the first half of
this year has badly damaged vital harvests
in a country where malnutrition is already
widespread, according to the report by the
LIN's Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO).

repeated the pair's final
conversation to Mr
Duram’s ex-wife, Christina
Keller.

Ms Keller took the parrot
in after the attack in May
2015, and has said: “I
believe with all my heart
that those are the last
words of Marty.”

"I recognise two different
voices screaming and yelling
and it always ends with
'don't f*****g shoot'.”

The parrot has not been
used in court proceedings,
though this possibility was
initially considered by the
prosecutor.

The victim's mother,
Lillian Duram, reportedly
said: "That bird picks up
everything and anything,
and it's got the filthiest
mouth around.”

Ms Duram will be sen-
tenced on August 28 on a
murder and firearm
charge.

African Greys are known
for their ability to mimic
human speech and can
have the cognitive ability of
a young child.
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Paying to preserve
trees pays oft: study

AFP, Miami

Paying small amounts of cash to convince landowners not
to cut down their trees is a highly effective strategy for
reducing carbon emissions that drive climate change,
researchers said Thursday.

Trees are important because they absorb lots of carbon
dioxide, which is a by-product of fossil fuel burning and is the
primary of driver of global warming,

The analysis of a system called "Payments for
Ecosystems” in Uganda showed its benefits to the environ-
ment were 2.4 times as large as the program costs, said the
study in the journal Science.

“The payments changed people's behavior and
prompted them to conserve” said lead author Seema
Jayachandran, associate professor of economics in the
Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences at Northwestern
Liniversity.

"And we didn't find any evidence that they simply
shifted their tree-cutting elsewhere.”

The two-year study in western llganda examined the
impact of offering landowners 70,000 Ugandan shillings
($28 in 2012 LS. dollars) per year for each hectare (2.5 acres)
offorestin which they left trees unperturbed.

Sixty villages were randomly selected to receive incen-
tives, and 61 were not offered any cash to save the trees.

Satellite data was analyzed to measure tree cover, and
forest monitors conducted spot checks on enrollees' land to
hunt for any sign of recent tree-clearing,

“In the villages without the program, nine percent of
the tree cover that was in place at the start of the study was
gone by the end of it, two years later,” said Jayachandran.

'Plastic planet

AGENCIES

Humans have created 8.3 billion metric tonnes of plastics
since early 1950s, and most of it now resides in landfills or
the natural environment, a study has found.

Researchers,

including those from the University of

Georgia (UGA) in the US, found that by 2015, humans had

generated 8.3 billion metric tonnes of plastics, 6.3

3 hillion

tonnes of which had already become waste.

Of that total waste, only 9 per cent was recycled, 12 per
cent was incinerated and 79 per cent accumulated in land-
fills or the natural environment, researchers said. If current
trends continue, roughly 12 billion metric tonnes of plastic
waste will be in landfills or the natural environment by

2050, they said.

"Most plastics do not biodegrade in any meaningful
sense, so the plastic waste humans have generated could be
with us for hundreds or even thousands of years, " said Jenna
Jambeck, associate professor of engineering at UGA.

Global production of plastics increased from 2 million
metric tonnes in 1950 to over 400 million metric tonnes in
2015, according to the study published in the journal Science
Advances, outgrowing most other human-made materials.

Plastics' largest market is packaging, and most of those
products are used once and discarded.

The same team of researchers led a 2015 study published
in the journal Science that calculated the magnitude of
plastic waste going into the ocean. They estimated that 8
million metric tonnes of plastic entered the oceans in 2010.

The researchers cautioned that they do not seek the total
removal of plastic from the marketplace, but rather a more
critical examination of plastic use and its end-of-life value.

NEWSIN
brief

Hezbollah launches

Syria border ops
AFP, Beirut

Lebanon's powerful
Hezbollah group yesterday
said its fighters had begun
an operation against mili-
tants on both sides of the
country's border with Syria.
The operation has been
anticipated for several
weeks, and comes after
Lebanese soldiers carrying
out raids on Syrian refugee
camps in the area were met
with suicide bombings and
a grenade attack.

Dali'smoustache
intact after28yrs

AFP, Madrid

Surrealist master Salvador
Dali's trademark moustache
is in perfect shape in its "ten
past ten" position, the foun-
dation that
runs his
estate said
yetsreday, a
day after
his remains
W e I e
exhumed
to settle a paternity claim.A
Madrid court last month
granted Pilar Abel a DNA test
to determine whether she is
Dali's child, as she claims.

2 more protesters

killed in Venezuela
AFP, Caracas

Two people were killed in
clashes Thursday in
Venezuela during a nation-
wide strike against President
Nicolas Maduro's plans to
re-write the country's consti-
tution. The 24-hour stop-
page affected areas of the
capital and other regions,
including the country's
second-biggest city of
Maracaibo, with businesses
shuttered, public transport
stalled and streets often
deserted. The deaths bring
to 99 the death toll in anti-
government protests since
April.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES FOR icddr,b

Ref. icddr,b/SCM/EOI/OTM/2017/20

icddr,b invites qualified bidders having experience in providing health insurance
services with large organizations including UN agencies, Diplomatic missions,
MNC and International Organizations to participate in a pre-qualification process.

Date : 20-07-2017

Potential Bidders are requested to express their interest by submitting their

Company profile, Product dossier and proof of experience through email to
supplychain@icddrb.org by 3:00 pm 27 July 2017. Eligible firms will be
provided Supplier Qualification Questionnaire to be filled out and submitted by
06 August 2017 within 02:45pm.

icddr,b management reserves the right to accept or reject part/whole of any or
all responses without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Yicddr,b

Senior Manager, Procurement
icddr,b, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212
Tel: 9827001-10, Ext-4404/4401
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