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Still unidentified, girl
loses her fight for life

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

She had lived her last 12 days as an
unknown, victim of a possible murder
attempt, lying unconscious at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital and finally
gave up her fight for life yesterday
morning

The girl, who was rescued on July 8
from a hotel in the capital's Shyamoli,
died in her unconscious state as she
was found.

She had been kept under observa-
tion at the hospital's neurosurgery
department where her physical condi-
tion remained unchanged and showed
no signs of improvement.

Asit Chandra Sarkar, head of the
department, earlier said someone tried
to kill her by strangling her. During the
process, her brain did not receive
enough oxygen, leading to her sense-
less state.

Police tried to know the girl's
identity by matching her fingerprints
with those stored in the database of
National ID, but they failed as she
didn't have any ID issued to her, the
OCsaid.

As there was no acquaintance
around, the hospital authorities tried
to provide the girl with better care on

humanitarian grounds, DMCH
doctors said. Police also took photo-
graphs of the girl and sent them to
different police stations.

However, before police could find
her identity and her family, she was
declared dead around 7:30am yester-
day, said Jamaluddin Mir, officer-in-
charge of Mohammadpur police.

OnJuly 8 evening, the authorities of
Tazil Hotel heard a groaning sound
from inside a room and informed
Mohammadpur police.

A team of police led by SI Azizul
then rescued the girl with swellings
and scar marks on the face and around
the neck, and took her to nearby
Shaheed Suhrawardy Medical College
Hospital.

As her condition remained
unchanged, she was shifted to the
DMCH the next day.

Quoting the hotel authorities, OC
Jamaluddin said a man identifying
himself as Ashraful had checked in the
hotel with the girl on the morning of
July 8. They introduced themselves as
husband and wife.

Hotel staff could only say that the
man left the place that evening, the
police official said, adding that it
might bea murder attempt.
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Five 'rapists'
arrested
Police say they killed

to cover up rape
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

World Bank ready to help transform Dhaka
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said mentioning Rajuk's plans, strate-
gic transport plan, and water manage-
ment plan.

He said those plans look great and

Police yesterday claimed to have
arrested five youths who, in two
separate incidents, allegedly killed
two women after rape in the capital
recently.

A police team arrested Jamal Khan
Patwari and Rajib Haider raiding
Savar and Fatullah areas on Tuesday
in connection with the murder of
their acquaintance Parul Begum. Her
body was found at her house in East
Jurain area on June 18.

On that day, the accused visited
Parul's house in the absence of her
husband and fed her sedatives mixed
in food they had taken with.

Then they raped the woman and
strangulated her to death, said Farid
Uddin Ahmed, deputy commissioner
of Wari Division Police.

The other three -- Jakir Sikder,
Rafiqul Islam Shamim, and Mofiz
Uddin Sagar - were arrested in
Jatrabari and Kadamtali areas. They
allegedly raped garment factory
employee Farida Begum in turn in

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

was very But the problem
was that those were not followed up
or implemented, Rama said, adding
that in order to implement those
plans, the authorities must coordi-
nate with many agencies and minis-
tries.

“... This will be a good time to be
strategic and select plans -- what the
real priorities are. To go ahead with
them [plans], a vision is required and
that vision has to come from
Bangladesh, " said the economist.

He said they suggest making invest-
ments before it was too late, before
everything was encroached upon. “If
you [government]| wait five years or 10
years, it will be too late. But, now it is
feasible,” headded.

Dhaka with almost 20 million
people suffers from severe congestion,
poor liveability, and vulnerability to
floods and earthquakes. Average traffic
speed has dropped to 7kmph.
Congestion in Dhaka eats up 3.2
million working hours every day.

Based on current trends, Dhaka
would have more than 35 million

people by 2035. Between 1995 and
2005, road surface in Dhaka increased
only 5 percent, while population
increased 50 percent and traffic 134
percent.

'WAY FORWARD

Fixing the existing problems of Dhaka
is one solution and thinking about the
growth of Dhaka in the next 20 years is
the other solution, Martin Rama said.

There are a few critical steps that
could really transform Dhaka, he said.

Rama said if the eastern embank-
ment was built, there would be an
enormous tract of land which is now
flooded. Roads were needed to be built
in that direction, like the 300 Feet
Road, because people have not moved
there. A lot of the activities of the city
dwellers would be in that direction, he
added.

The economist said it would be
cheap to do so as the authorities would
not have to move people and rehabili-
tate them because the area was rela-
tively empty.

For west Dhaka, he suggested
widening the roads and building more
flyovers and pushing people and traffic
elsewhere.

About the WB's role, he said they
recently approved projects in the city
regarding water and sanitation. He

said they provided a lot of technical
help and supported projects related to
transport, water, and slum upgrade,
amongothers.

'WEAKNESSES AND STRENGTHS
“Dhaka s quite unique in several ways.
Itisavery big city and very dense city in
terms of population. It is a very fast
growing city,” he said, adding that
Dhaka's geographical location was a
major advantage.

Big cities like New York or Shanghai
have big rivers and Dhaka has it too, he
said.

Rama said density itself was a
blessing for a big city as it connected
people, and increased efficiency by
making markets bigger and thicker.
But for Dhaka it has become a disad-
vantage because Dhaka has grown

efficiency that Dhaka gained by having
so many people, Rama said, adding
that remarkable people still were
coming to Dhaka despite congestion
and difficulties of life in the city.

“That shows it is an attractive city. In
another way, it is productive enough to
pay better than in other places. But it
could be much more productive.”

Replying to a query, the WB econo-
mist said Dhaka was important for
Bangladesh as it covered one percent of
its landmass, had 10 percent of the
total population, and delivered 20 to
36 percent of the country's GDP.

“So in a way, whatever happens to
Dhaka, happens to Bangladesh. If one
has to think about the growth of
Bangladesh, and Dhaka does not
succeed, then it would be very dlfﬁru]l
for to havess

mainlyinan manner.

‘When the western embankment in
Dhaka was built near the Buriganga to
get rid of floodwater, infrastructure
and roads were not built at the same
pace as houses.

Sowideninga road in the dense area
has become a challenge. It would have
been easy to build roads when there
was nobody there. Now widening
roads and building a metro rail in the
area have become costly, Rama said.

Unplanned growth eats a bit of the

the economist said, adding &hax lhe
next decade or two was crucial.

He said media, public opinion, and
social media have strong roles to play
in prioritising plans to transform
Dhaka,

Rama said transforming the frustra-
tion of traffic congestion needed a
clearvision.

He said having so much land so
close to the city was an opportunity for
Dhaka.

'Picture, officer

deserve awards'

Says PM about UNO's
arrest over 5th grader's
portrait of Bangabandhu
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was
surprised and appalled after learning
that an UNO was arrested for distrib-
uting invitation cards with a portrait
of the Father of the Nation made by a
fifth grader, her Political Affairs
Adviser HT Imam told BBC Bangla
service yesterday.

Officials at the Prime Minister's
Office were surprised to see the news
yesterday and brought the matter to
the PM's attention, HT Imam said.

The prime minister was delighted to
see the portrait made by a class-V
student. “This officer has done a good
job by arranging a painting competi-
tion among class-V students ... No
distortion [of Bangabandhu's image]
was made here. It deserves an award.
The officer deserves an award,” he
quoted the PM as saying.

“In return, we did this. Itis condem-
nable,” he quoted the PM as saying.

Tariq Salman, the UNO of Barguna

SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

Rice stocked illegally
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“As there are no valid documents for
the 63.1 tonnes of rice, it is evident the
rice was stocked in the depot llegally.”

The probe body was formed after the
Rapid Action Battalion-7 had seized
eight trucks loaded with 168.5 tonnes
of rice from different areas in the port
city from Monday evening through
Wednesday. The rice was allegedly
being smuggled out of the CSD. Law
enforcers picked up CSD Manager
Pranayan Chakma and four truckers
during the drives.

Jahirul said the Directorate General
of Food suspended the manager on
Wednesday.

The committee's findings revealed
that rice was stocked in public granaries
illegally. The probe committee submit-
ted the probe report to Mahbubur
Rahman, Chittagong regional control-
ler of food, on Wednesday night.

Mahbubur earlier that day had told
journalists that they found 2,104
tonnes of rice and 2,799 tonnes of
wheat in all 126 government granaries
in Chittagong which matched their
ledger. He had expressed doubt
whether the seized rice was from the
Halishahar CSD.

Talking to The Daily Star over the
phone last night, he said he had
primary information from officials that
the rice stock was intact. But later he
received the probe report saying that
there was 63.1 tonnes of excess rice.

The official left Chittagong for
Dhaka yesterday for a meeting at the
Directorate General of Food.
ANOTHER CASE FILED
The Rab-7 yesterday filed a case with
Akbar Shah Police Station, against
seven people, including the CSD
manager, assistant manager and four
unnamed people, in connection with
the seizure of rice, said Alamgir
Mahmud, officer-in-charge of the
police station.

On Wednesday, the Rab filed the first
case with Halishahar Police Station
under the Special Powers Act, 1974,
against eight people.

A Chittagong court on the same day
sent the CSD manager and four truckers
to jail after police had produced them
beforeit.

Jahirul, head of the probe commit-
tee, said they asked the depot in-charge

about the seized rice. The official
replied he just carried out the
‘manager's orders.

No rice can be stored in a CSD
without permission from its manager, he
said, adding that the probe body
recummended laklng necessary action

Kovind India's new president
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and the first BJP member to be elected
president, received 2,930 votes with a
value of 702,044, while Meira, also a
Dalit, 1,844 votes with a value of
367,314, Mishrasaid.

The electoral college for the

election comprises of

The Directorate General of Food on
Wednesday formed another three-
member probe body, led by Additional
Director Parimal Chandra Roy, to further
probeinto therice seizure, said officials.

According to Mahbubur, the
committee will visit Chittagong next
week.

MANY MORE INVOLVED?

Rab-7 Commanding Officer Lt Col
Miftah Uddin Ahmed said they
suspected many other influential
people might have been involved in
stocking food in government silos.

Merely the CSD manager and some
traders couldn'thave done this, he added.

Rab officials said CSD Manager
Pranayan during primary interrogation
gave them the names of traders
Sahabuddin Sawdagor, owner of
Khwaza Bhandar Rice Dealer in the
city's Pahartoli, and Nuru Sawdagor,
proprietor of Kashem Flour Mills in
Chaktai, who were allegedly involved
ingrice in government silos.
ng the Pahartoli Bazar yester-
day, The Daily Star found that renova-
tion work was underway at Khwaza
Bhandar Rice Dealer.

Despite repeated attempts, this
newspaper could not reach
Sahabuddin for comments as his
phone was switched off.

SM Nizamuddin, president of
Pahartoli Bazar Rice Merchant
Association, claimed Shahabuddin was
innocent.

“I know him very well. I don't think
he was involved in stocking rice
illegally,” he said.

Shamim Enterprise, the office of
Nuru Sawdagor in Illias Market of
Khatunganj, was found closed.

Mahfuzur Rahman, OC of
Halishahar Police Station, said they
field 7-day remand prayers for each of
the five arrestees with a Chittagong
court yesterday. The court will hear the
petitions later.

members of parliament and legislative
assemblies of all states.

Around 99 percent of a total of
4,896 voters -- 4,120 MLAs and 776
elected MPs -- had exercised their
franchise through secret ballots in the
polling held on Monday.

While the value of an MLA's vote
depends on the population of his or
her state, the value of an MP's vote
remains the same at 708.

The polling was marked by cross-
voting in various states where many
opposition members favoured Kovind.

Kovind, who has roots in RSS, the
ideological fountainhead of BJP,
enjoyed the support of all BJP allies
besides several regional parties, includ-
ing Janata Dal (U) which had broken
ranks with the opposition and
supported him.

Meira was backed by main opposi-
tion Congress and several other parties
in a contest that Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi termed an "ideological battle
against the ruling party.

Kovind's election as president is
expected to help Modi tighten his grip
on India's power structure. Although
executive power is wielded by the
prime minister under India's constitu-
tion, the president can be an impor-

tant figurehead, particularly in times
of turmoil and flux in the event of
clear majority to any party or combi-
nation of parties in general elections
as it is the president who decides who
is in the best position to form govern-
ment first.

The BJP can hope to have its own
man as vice-president also as the
elections for the second highest consti-
tutional post will be held on August 5
tosucceed Md Hamid Ansari.

In the coming contest, in which
members of the two houses of parlia-
ment - Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabh:
cast their votes, the BJP has fielded its
former chief M Venkaiah Naidu against
joint opposition candidate
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi, father of the nation.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
congratulated Kovind on his electoral
victory. "Gladdened by the extensive
support for Shri Ram Nath Kovind Ji
among MPs & across various states,”
Modi tweeted and recalled his long
association with the president-elect.

In his first comments after the
presidential elections results were
declared, Kovind said his election as
president was evidence of the greatness
of Indian democracy.

The victory of Kovind, who is the
second Indian president from
extremely backward caste after KR
Narayanan, was a foregone conclusion
because almost 40 political parties,
including many from outside the NDA-
fold, had pledged their support to him,
accounting for over 70 percent of the

electoral college.

Born on October 1, 1945, in Kanpur
Dehat district, Kovind belongs to Dalit
community Koli and had been BJP's
Scheduled Caste Morcha chief (1998-
2002) and president of the All-India
Koli Samaj.

Kovind's choice as BJP's presidential
candidate had surprised political
watchers and is considered an astute
move for a party working overtime to
expand its social base beyond its
traditional constituencies of upper
castes to new areas in India's social
hierarchy.

As a lawyer, Kovind practised in the
Delhi High Court and the Supreme
Court. He was also the federal govern-
ment's standing counsel in the apex
court from 1980-93.

He was elected to the Rajya Sabha,
upper House of parliament, in April
1994 from Uttar Pradesh and served
there for two consecutive terms till
March 2006.

As an advocate, Kovind took the
lead in providing free legal aid to
weaker sections, especially of backward
castes and tribals and needy girls under
the aegis of the Free Legal Aid Society in
Delhi.

He is also known for his work in the
field of education. He served as a
member on the board of management
of the Dr BR Ambedkar University,
Lucknow, and was a member of the
board of governors of the Indian
Institute of Management, Kolkata.

Kovind married Savita in May 1974.
The couple have a son and a daughter.

‘GREETINGS FROM DHAKA
Bangladesh President Abdul Hamid
and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday congratulated Ram Nath
Kovind on being elected the new
president of India and invited him to
visit the country.

“I have firm belief that the ties of
friendship and cooperation, which so
happily exist between our two coun-
tries, would be further widened and
deepened under your able presidency,”
Hamid said in his message.

He said the ‘“extremely friendly
engagements over last several years
have given a strong dynamism to our
bilateral relations.”

“I also take this opportunity,
Excellency, to extend to you my most
cordial invitation to visit Bangladesh at
your earliest convenience,” Hamid
said.

Hasina, in a separate message to the
Indian president-elect, said, “We
continue to look forward to working
closely with the government of India in
elevating our multifarious relations
further in order to achieve common
prosperity for our peoples.”

She observed that Dhaka and New
Delhi have taken their bilateral ties to
new heights drawing strength from
cultural and historical relations,
according to a press release issued by
the Bangladesh High Commission
here.

Extending her heartiest congratula-
tions, the PM invited the Indian
president-elect to visit Bangladesh at
his convenience.

Terrorism rose in Bangladesh last year: US
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militants. Both al-Qa'ida in the Indian
Subcontinent (AQIS) and ISIS claimed
responsibility for a significant number
of the attacks that took place in
Bangladesh.

Terrorist outfits used social media to
spread their radical ideologies and solicit
followers from Bangladesh. Bangladesh
was featured in multiple publications,
videos and websites associated with ISIS
andAQIS, itsaid.

The report that ISIS

Bangladesh also received a

claimed responsibility for 18 attacks in
Bangladeshin 2016.

It also said that the Department of
State was working with Bangladesh to
assist in developing a screening infra-

Department of Justice prosecutorial skills
training, and community policing
support in targeted areas of the country.
US' Special Operations Command
Pacific continued security and stability

struct

Itadded that Bangladesh continued to
participate in the US State Department's
Antiterrorism  Assistance programme
and received counterterrorism-focused
training for law enforcement officers.

with Army,
Navy, BGBand Coastguard.

The report found that the main
terrorist finance threat to Bangladesh is
from domestic groups that operate using.
small-scale funding derived through

micro-financing methods.
ile the country faces significant
domestic terrorist finance risks,
Bangladesh law enforcement and
intelligence agencies demonstrate a
strongunderstandingof theserisks.

Still, the judicial sector is under
resourced for carrying out prosecutions
and obtaining convictions and the
banking and non-banking sectors
require further implementation of
Ppreventative measures, itsaid.



