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Telcos to spena
Tk 22,600cr on
4G services

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Private mobile operators are seeing no way
of getting back within the first three years a
“substantial” return of the over Tk 22,600
crore they will need to invest to roll out 4G
services in Bangladesh,

And their estimate has not even taken
into account the spectrum charge.

They say high spectrum charges and tax
and low 4G device penetration and data
price rates are to blame.

Top operators Grameenphone,
Banglalink and Robi got back only Tk 6,000
crore of the Tk 32,000 crore invested in the
first three years of introducing 3G services,
says the Association of Mobile Telecom
Operators of Bangladesh (AMTOBR).

“This is a serious concern for the inves-
tors,” said AMTOB Secretary General TIM
Nurul Kabir. Recent service guidelines have
narrowed down the scope for business,
which investors think will discourage
further funding, he said.

Terming some of the guidelines "unre-
alistic”, mobile operators urged the gov-
ernment to review the issue with a holistic
approach. “The government should fix a
rational price for the spectrum. The opera-
tors will not just buy spectrum, they will
also need to invest a significant amount of
money to take the 4G services to people's
doorsteps,” said Kabir.

The government recently posted two
guidelines on 4G services and spectrum
auction at the telecom division's website
and the operators sent back their feedback.
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4G investment return rate to be
discouraging: operators

Govt should fix a rational price for
spectrum, they say

GP. Banglalink, Robi got back Tk 6,000 of
Tk 32,000cr invested in the first three
years of introducing 3G
Operators want to borrow from local banks

They say price per megahertz of spectrum
should stay below $15m

The proposed base prices per megahertz
were $30 million (900 MHz band), $35
million (1,800 MHz) and $27 million
(2,100 MHz).

The operators are hoping for the price
per megahertz to stay below $15 million.

In previous requests to halve the
price, AMTOB reasoned that revenues
were decreasing against rising data con-
sumption.

READ MORE ON B3

Ctg port moves to
reduce congestion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Congestion at the Chittagong port is
expected to subside within two weeks after
the port authority yesterday took several
decisions, including allowing bigger con-
tainer vessels at night and creating more
space at the yard.

The port has been facing congestion
since May due to: huge seasonal import
ahead of Ramadan and national budget;
less operational hours during Ramadan;
bad monsoon weather; equipment short-
age and cyclonic storms like Mora.

As a result, container vessels, particu-
larly those with no cranes on board, have
to wait for 12 days on an average to get
berth at the port jetties.

To alleviate the congestion, the
Chittagong Port Authority vyesterday
called an emergency meeting with vessel

operators, shipping agents and berth
operators.

At the meeting the vessel operators
urged the CPA to allow bigger sized vessels
to pass through the port channel at night.
[n response, the port authorities increased
the vessel length limit by five metresto 175
metres.

Besides, the 4,500 containers that are
lying on the port yard would be moved to
the newly built South Container Yard to
make space for export containers coming
from off-docks, said Ahsanul Hoque
Chowdhury, chairman of the Bangladesh
Shipping Agents Association.

A survey would be conducted to see if
bigger vessels with 9.5 metre draft can be
accommodated at two jetties of general
cargo berth terminal, said CPA Member
(admin and planning) Md Zafar Alam.

READ MORE ON B3

Banks can't cut remittance
sending costs: bankers

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Banks can do nothing to reduce the cost of
bringing remittance to Bangladesh as they
do not charge anything at all for channel-
ling the hard-earned money sent by the
migrant workers.

Only the exchange houses of local
banks abroad take a minimum commis-
sion from remitters for sending money,
said bankers at a meeting with Bangladesh
Bank at the latter's headquarters in Dhaka
yesterday.

The meeting was called to discuss how
to cut the cost of sending money by the
migrants amid a sharp drop in remittance

income.

Remittance inflow in 2016-17 has been
the lowest in six years. Migrant workers
sent home $12.77 billion last fiscal year,
down 14.47 percent year-on-year.

“The fact is that banks don't charge for
receiving money from the remitters or
disbursing it to the beneficiaries,” said a
senior executive of a private bank.

He said the cost of sending money is not
responsible for the fall in remittance to
Bangladesh as expatriates spend very mini-
mal to send money home. Local exchange
houses take comparatively less than for-
eign exchange houses.

READ MORE ON B3

Operators add 1.74cr
new users in 9 months

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Mobile phone operators added 1.74 crore new connections in the

nine months to May this year.

Market leader Grameenphone added 65.62 lakh new customers to
its network during the period, which is 37.68 percent of the new con-
nections added. Robi added 76.36 lakh or 43.27 percent of the new
customers, the highest among all operators, thanks to its merger with
Airtel and introduction of attractive data and voice services.

In the period, Banglalink has got 24.66 lakh new subscribers while

state-run Teletalk added 8.51 lakh.

The new additions brought the total number of active mobile
phone connections to 13.50 crore at the end of May, according to a
report of Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission.

In August last year, the number of active connections had gone
down to 11.78 crore mainly because of the launch of the biometric re-

registration of mobile phone connections.
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Total connections
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Dear Valued Customers & Shareholders,

The MTB Annual Report 2016
has been uploaded on
www.mutualtrustbank.com
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Banks asked to open
help desks to boost FDI

Bangladesh Bank yesterday asked all banks dealing in
foreign currencies to set up at least one dedicated help
desk in their Dhaka and Chittagong head offices with
competent officials to help potential foreigners in
making productive investment.

READ MORE ON B3
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BANKING AT
YOUR DOORSTEP

At Midland Bank Agent Banking,
we can cater to your everyday
banking needs, Deposit,
withdraw, remit and receive
funds thruugh a Midland Bank
Agent Booth.

P T R

CHIS T ST AT =0T

midlandbank"™

bank for inclusive growth
—

.

CEO of Nokia
phone maker
steps down

REUTERS, Frankfurt

HMD Global, the
Finnish company that
owns the rights to use
Nokia's brand on
mobile phones, said
Chief Executive Arto
Nummela is leaving
the company.

Florian Seiche, HMD
Global's president, has
been appointed to the
additional role of acting
CEQ, the company said.

An HMD spokes-
man said Nummela's
departure was a per-
sonal matter between
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Govt to set up
150MW power
plant in Saidpur

REjauL KARIM BYRON

The government is set to build a diesel-fired 150 megawatt
power plant in Saidpur, the fuel for which will be imported
from India.

The cabinet committee on economic affairs yesterday
approved the proposal for setting up the power plant
through financing under an export credit agency.

This means the power division will invite tenders and the
successful bidder will arrange the financing for the power
plant.

Fuel for the proposed power plant will be imported from
Numaligarh in India through a 10-inch wide pipeline,
according to the power division proposal.

Bangladesh and India formally launched the commer-
cial supply of high speed diesel (HSD) during Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's New Delhi visit in April. India
plans to build a pipeline to carry HSD to Bangladesh.

Until the project is completed, HSD will be transported
from Assam's Numaligarh refinery to Bangladesh via rail
and one such consignment was flagged off by the two prime
ministers.

The construction of a friendship pipeline to supply gasoil
from Siliguri to Parbatipur will be financed by grant-in-aid,
said Indian High Commissioner Harsh Vardhan Shringla
on Tuesday while delivering a lecture at National Defence
College in Dhaka.

Meanwhile, the cabinet committee on purchase yester-
day extended the tenure for importing 250MW power from
India by another six months.

The price of electricity during this extended tenure will be
Tk 6.06 per kW/h, down from the existing price of Tk 6.14.

READ MORE ON B3
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tors, but declined to

elaborate.



