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Bamboo for
iron rod!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Bamboos instead of iron
rods have been used in
constructing a wall of
Bandarban Government
Women College's academic
building extension work.

Talking to this corre-
spondent on the spot yes-
terday evening, Ali
Hossain, a construction
worker, said, “We are using
the bamboos on instruc-
tions from contractors --
Ujjal Das and Taposh Das.”

Contacted, Ujjal Das, a
contractor of the project
and also a leader of ruling
Awami League, denied the
allegation and claimed that
they never told the workers
to use bamboo.

Ujjal, however, apolo-
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Migrants' woes

Survey shows human traffickers
deceived over 1,000 families
in one Tangail union

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than a thousand families in Pakoria union of Tangail
faced deception at different stages when they did send or
tried to send at least one of their family members abroad,
according to a survey by Refugee and Migratory Movements
Research Unit.

The survey was conducted on 5,407 households in nine
villages of Pakoria and 11 wards of Elenga. About 40 percent
of the households were found to have attempted to send
their family members abroad.

Members of 19 percent families failed to go abroad
despite making partial or full payments for the migration
process. And 32 percent families faced degrading treatment
likejail, detention, extortion, blackmail, police harassment,
physical and mental torture in the destination countries,
according to the survey.

The findings of the survey done with the help of Prokas, a
British Council project, were disclosed yesterday at an event
“C ion on Fraudulence in Processing Migration” at

SHAZNEEN MURDER CASE
Death row
convict seeks
presidential
clemency

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shahidul Islam, the death
row convict in Shazneen
Tasnim Rahman rape and
murder case, has sought
presidential clemency, seek-
ing any other punishment
otherthan death penalty.
He sent the mercy peti-
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trafficking yesterday as a Bangkok court
convicted scores of people in a mass trial
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in May 2015 on a network funnelling des-
perate migrants through southern Thailand and onto
Malaysia, holding some for ransom in jungle camps.
It unspooled a crisis across Southeast Asia as
gangmasters abandoned their human cargo in the

ingcharges.

A judge said he was also guilty of complicity in a
“transnational organised crime" network and
"worked with others to facilitate human trafficking".
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