'GIVE AHUG TO CONTE'

Conte.In an Instagram I

Madrid shirt and taking a swipe at Chelsea manager Antonio

video, the:

wearing his former

colours, whi

Spanish in the comments section "give a hug to Conte". The striker's future is very much up in the air at Stamford
Bridge, with Costa having revealed that he has been told by Conte that he is no longer needied at the club. Costa

has been strongly linked with areturn to Ateti and the hislatest prformance on Instagram will indoubtedly
excite fans of the Liga club, while his comments willlikely infuriate Conte. Despite winning the Premier League
tile st season, al was not well with Costa, with the Spain nternational having been cropped by is manager
backin January amid rumours f a move to China. And athough the former Atltiforward decided to stay put, it

now seems all but certain that he will leave Stamford Bridge in the summer transfer window.
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Championship Qu:

rs opener against Jordan at the Faisal Al-Husseini Stadium in Palestine

today. The match will start at 7:30pm (BST) today.
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| 'Need to capitalise
- on their mistakes'

Bangladesh face Jordan in opener today

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh are all set
to start a fresh journey
under new coach
Andrew Ord with
hopes of a better
showing as the Under-23 side begin
their campaign against Jordan in the
AEC U-23 Championship Qualifiers
today.

The match will start at 7:30pm
(BST) at the Faisal Al-Husseini
Stadium in Palestine, before the
second Group E fixture between hosts
Palestine and Tajikistan at the same
venue.

It will be Bangladesh's first AFC-
organised competitive tournament
organised since the senior side's
debacle against Bhutan in the Asia
Cup Play-off Round last October.

played at least 70 minutes in a game,
so they should be ready to play for 90
minutes. The first match of a tourna-
ment is always important and there
will be pressure on Jordan to qualify
as group favourites so maybe they
will be complacent or nervous and
we can gain an advantage,” Ord was
quoted as saying by a BFF statement
yesterday.

Ord is mulling whether to play
with a tight, compact defence to
surprise 108th-ranked Jordan and
cash in on any mistakes they make
during the match.

"We have worked on pressing
opponents high up the pitch but due
to our physical state that is not going
to be possible for the full match. So we
have also worked on being compact
and tight defensively, so we can play

Fahad holds
GM Rakib

SPORTS REPORTER

FM Mohammad Fahad Rahman drew
with GM Mollah Abdullah Al Rakib in
the Category A fourth round game of the
SAIF PowerTec 2nd International Rating
Chess Tournament at the Bangladesh
Chess Federation hallroom yesterday.

Fahad, playing with the black pieces,
held Rakib after 60 moves to share second
position along with 10 other players on
three points each. The others are: GM Ziaur
Rahman, GM Rakib, GM Enamul Hossain
Razib, IM Abu Sufian Shakil, FM Aminul
Islam, FM Taibur Rahman, FM Fahad, WIM
Shamima Akter Liza, SM Sharon, Masum
Hossainand Md. Siddiqur Rahman.

Meanwhile, IM Mohammad Minhaz
Uddin maintained his solo lead with 3.5
points after drawing against GM Razib.

In Category B, eleven players shared
thelead with the maximum 4 points.

FARAAZ CHALLENGE CUP
Southern, IUBAT
score 5 apiece

SPORTS REPORTER
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Mourinho fuels red card

AP, Salt Lake City

Romelu Lukaku bagged
his first goal in a
Manchester United shirt

~
L J
I

on Monday as the 10-

H_ﬂ
man Premier League

giants laboured to a 2-1 victory over
Real Salt Lake in Utah.

Lukaku, who joined the Red Devils
from Everton in a reported 75-million-
pound transfer last week, fired United
ahead on 38 minutes, latching on to a
low cross from Henrikh Mkhitaryan.

The 24-year-old Belgian interna-
tional striker had also been involved in
United's equaliser scored by
Mkhitaryan in the 29th minute after
Luis Silva had given Salt Lake a shock
early lead.

Lukaku used his strength and physical
presence to hold off the Real defense to
feed Jesse Lingard, who provided the
pass for Mkhitaryan to score.

United manager Jose Mourinho was
pleased with Lukaku's display, saying
the he was now a "top striker.”

"It's just nice for him, not important
for me," Mourinho said of Lukaku's first
United goal. "Before he scored the goal I
told him I love everything you do on the
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Manchester United manager Jose
Mourinho (L) had a heated exchange
with the referee about Antonio
Valencia's red-card offence.

pitch. He gets behind people, works and
presses well. 1 like everything he does.
"It's easy to feel it because he was my
player four years ago his evolution has
been great. He's now a top striker. The
goal is justa detail, notimportant.”
United's win was marred by the
second-half dismissal of Antonio
Valencia for a reckless lunge on

Sebastian Saucedo.

Valencia was given his marching
orders after a lengthy consultation
between the match referee and
Mourinho.

The referee had told Mourinho to take
the player off or risk his getting a red card.
However, Mourinho did not agree that it
was a sending-off incident and told the
referee that he would not bring Valencia
off, leaving the official with no choice.

"The referee asked me to change the
player and I didn't because I don't agree
with the card,” Mourinho said, before
appearing to suggest Saucedo was to
blame. *[He] was really aggressive in the
second half. That's what happens. Some
otheractions were a bit dangerous.”

"It's young people with enthusiasm
playing against Manchester United but
it's a friendly match and it's a different
mentality. But it's preseason so no
problem. It is good experience or us to
play with one playerless.”

The United goals were the rare
highlights of a disjoined first half
performance from Mourinho's side,
who had travelled to Utah earlier
Monday from their Los Angeles training
camp.

Totti takes Roma role

AFP, Rome
’." Francesco Totti confirmed his retirement on
\2L,. Monday, the Roma legend announcing "a new

adventure" in his storied care
directorship role at the Serie A

‘The 40-year-old played his final game for Roma in May after
24yearswith the capitality side, and decided to callita day.
“The first part of my life as a football player is over and now

er as he takes up a
club.

another more important one is about to begin," Totti wrote on
his Facebook page. "Until May 28 I only thought about playing
football, having fun and making a significant contribution to
theteam. Now I move on, I'm turning overa new leaf."

The former attacking midfielder will work alongside
sporting director Monchi and coach Eusebio di Francesco.

“The beginning of a new phase, a new adventure now
starts... | want to be everything and nothing, I want to be an
important figure for Rome and for Roma and truly under-
stand whatI'll do.”

. @1, Bt b a¢o/- b ,000/-

@7, @7, iy b 3,000/- b 3,000/~

«a%p, @1 BT b 3,00/~ b Sbr,000/-
AR Q7T 8

0) | SARIR/FrFAE ARRIER IARE W Q0,000 (TEF FETH) B 5 20O T |

03X | SR/t T (cor. 9.5/, 971, i/ 25, @o1.6r) e Fifefr 8.¢ e T

00| W (I PRI B (2 Frvrfete R Savera el T 7 TR 9@ AEE S Nl T4
0 SR A T A1l A |

e & ST @i g 8
DR 1T PGSR @ P et WL IeF www.mblbd.com ST M e SR “ANewT T |
T AT T i 8 T ¢

ST SR R0 WFE 034 3R SR W0wy FRGE MEDIZE ik RIS (@ I M I s
W TCFBIRE e FARGTe 24 Fifarg, ARTBEATE TR TTFRG (57 ), b et a1/, TR-3000 43

 qarye—

M e
Mercantile Bank Limited
TEHCIZ ST IS

QI TS LY A 1/, BIFI-3000, (FI : 5EE>000, T : SELISO, 6T A6 : www.mblbd.com

BERGER

Trusted Worldwide

o CRE| e o AR A, T T T v

U R 3 e 16 | B it (oot e 386 @ros SMS
7 N i S TR W 5 e oS, S 3 2R

RSkl ks

R B,

TR AR : > G QA 93 TMDB 2004 7G|

D2 TN T T ODOIROIIH TR |

= o e e

PEARL Communcations/2077



