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A group of Chhatra League activists, armed with sticks and rods, on the campus of Pabna University of Science
and Technology yesterday morning. A few hours earlier, two rooms of the Bangabandhu Residential Hall were
vandalised during a BCL infighting for supremacy in the university dormitory.

Mayhem for money
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against tender violence and other
misdeeds by any organisation even if it
is backed by the ruling party.

Numerous incidents suggest that
making money and establishing domi-
nance over educational campuses and
city areas have been the root causes of
almost all the violence.

To keep them away from
wrongdoings, Awami League General
Secretary Obaidul Quader even offered
them jobs and money if they need. But
the offer proved to be inadequate.

[n the past, BCL men were warned
but very few of them were punished.
Therefore, warning alone no longer
work, say political analysts.

MONEY MATTERS

Mostly the wrongdoings of BCL and
Bangladesh Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) -- student fronts of the AL and
BNP respectively -- gave student poli-
tics a bad name after the restoration of
democracyin 1991.

Since the fall of autocratic Ershad
regime, Awami League and the BNP in
turn has been ruling the country,
except for brief periods when caretaker
administrations held office.

[t is money, not any ideology, which
now matters. Desperation for making
money in whatever ways possible even-
tually has changed the lifestyle of lead-
ers of the two major student bodies.

Arun Dey, who has been running
the historic Madhur Canteen
(Madhu's canteen) at Dhaka
LIniversity since 1975, has noticed
changes in the lifestyle of student
leaders over the last several decades.

[n the past, they used to come to the
canteen, a hub of student politics, by
rickshaws or on foot. Sometimes, they
did not even have the money to pay
rickshaw fares.

"But now, they are seen alighting
from cars," he told The Daily Star
recently.

[n the past, vice-presidents and
general secretaries of Dhaka University
Central Students' Union (Ducsu) and
chiefs of student organisations used to
reside in dormitories.

But that's not today’s picture. They
either have their own luxury apart-
ments or live in similar rented houses,
he observed.

Things started to change during the
Ershad regime when student leaders
were given money, said Arun, son of
Madhusudan Dey, popularly known as
Modhu Da, who ran the canteen form
the late '40s. Named after him, the
canteen has been associated with
many national movements. Madhu Da
was killed on March 25, 1971 by the
Pakistan army.

"Massive changes started to take
place as Khaleda Zia took office [in
1991]. Now there is no idealism. The
future is bleak," Arun said.

When the BNP was in power, JCD
dominated the scene and resorted to
violence. And the BCL has been doing
the same in the last eight years.

A section of leaders from both the
organisations have allegedly made a
fortune through unlawful means.

Now questions are being raised
even within the organisations about
the source of their high income. Some
central BCL leaders themselves have
inquired into the income source of the
student body's president and secretary,
pointing finger at their lavish lifestyle.

The BCL president pays Tk 55,000
per month as house rent, alleged other
BCLleaders at a recent meeting,.

One of the joint general secretaries
of the BCL accused the president and
general secretary of extorting Tk 7
lakh from the construction work of
Sheikh Russel Tower at Dhaka
University. The money was not shared
with others.

Both the president and general
secretary denied the allegation.

The meeting, however, reflects the
cause of internal feud of BCL.

Asked about the reasons behind
BCL infightings, AL Joint General

"All are busy making money. They
locked in clashes over internal
affairs to grab money.”

NURE ALAM SIDDIQUI,
(HHATRA LEAGLE PRESIDENT (1969-73)

Secretary Abdur Rahman, who was the
general secretary of BCL from 1986 to
1989, gave a simple answer.

"When politics of power and money
replaces ideology-based politics,
infighting and clash are unavoidable.”

In their time, he said, there were no
internal feuds in the BCL. "But nowa-
days, we see internal feuds of Chhatra
League everywhere."

Nure Alam Siddiqui, BCL president
from 1969 to 1973, said ideology is
absent in student politics now. "All are
busy making money. They get locked
into internal clashes for money," he
said.

President Abdul Hamid has recently
spoken about how narrow interests
have changed values of student poli-
tics.

During the 60s, he recalled, stu-
dents used to join politics only to serve
the country and fight for people's
rights. "But now student leaders are
interested more in themselves..." he
said.

PAST GLORY OVERSHADOWED

The spate of unlawful activities by BCL
men since 2009 has been overshadow-
ingits glorious past and achievements.

They have got busy with violent
clashes, extortion, tender manipula-
tion, beating other students and other
criminal activities.

They maim and chase out of dorms
and campuses its rival activists. Even

SOME INCIDENTS

In June, 2017, BCL infighting took place
on Sher-e Bangla Agricultural University
campus in the capital over tender
manipulation.

A BCL activist was hacked to death
during a factional clash over establishing
supremacy for illegal yaba business in
Riajuddin Bazar area of Chittagong city.
The incident happened in February,
2017.

In January, 2017, Chhatra men locked in
another factional clash on Chittagong
University campus over tender
manipulation.

A Sylhet BCL leader hacked college girl
Khadiza on her head, face and hands in
2016.The critically injured girl, however,
survived miraculously.

The same year, BCL men locked in
another factional clash over submission
of a tender at Khulna Science and
Technology University.

BCL infighting took place in Sylhet over
sharing of gambling money and taking
control of a cattle market.

In 2015, eight-month pregnant Najma
Begum was shot in Magura during a
shootout between two BCL groups.

Bullets went through the baby, which

was in the womb.

The same year, two BCL leaders were

killed in a fierce factional clash on the

campus of Hajee Mohammad Danesh

Science and Technology University in
Dinajpur.

In 2013, a Chhatra League man and an
eight-year-old boy were killed during a
BCL-Jubo Leaque clash on the premises
of Central Railway Building in Chittagong
city over tender submission.

In 2012, some BCL men tortured and

stabbed Zubair, an honours final-year

student at Jahangirnagar University's

English department. He died the next
day at a hospital.

Some BCL men brutally murdered
Biswajit, a tailor, in old Dhaka
the same year.
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“When politics based on ideology turns into
politics of power and money, infighting and

clash are unavoidable.”

AL JOINT GENERAL SECRETARY ABDUR RAHMAN,
BCL PRESIDENT (1986-89)

teachers come under their attacks.

Founded in January 1948, the
organisation played a significant role
in the country's Liberation War and
other historical events, including the
Language Movement in 1952, six-
point movement in 1966, uprising of
1969, AL's win in the 1970 elections
and the street agitation against Ershad.
REMAINING UNTOUCHED
The record shows that every year since
2009, BCL leaders and activists got
killed in factional clashes in and out-
side the campuses.

In the face of criticism, the BCL
expelled some of its leaders on charges
of violence and wrongdoings.

For example, after the Magura inci-
dent in which a pregnant mother
received bullet injuries, some BCL men
were expelled from the organisation.

But in numerous cases, BCL men
engaged in violence and other
wrongdoings were not brought to
book. Though on many occasions they
clashed with police, law enforcers took
little action later on.

Contacted yesterday, Saifur Rahman
Sohag, president of BCL, said they only
can expel a leader or member of his
organisation for A misdeed.

"However, it becomes easy for the
administration to take action against a
student leader or activist for an alleged
offence after the expulsion," he added.

But many of them who were
expelled from the BCL did not face any
legal action.

On condition of anonymity, a
senior police officer said they take
action against rowdy BCL men after an
incident only on receiving directives
from the government or the ruling
party high commands.

Sohely Ferdous, assistant inspector
general (media) at the police head-
quarters, however, claimed police
always perform duties as per law with-
out any bias.

“Bangladesh police will not take
responsibility for any official who did
something in violation of the existing
law,” she told The Daily Star on
Saturday.

She said if any specific complaint is
found against any such official, neces-
sary action will be taken after probe,
CONVICTS REMAIN FUGITIVE
More than 30 BCL men were convicted
in two sensational cases in the last
eight years, but most of them still
remain fugitive.

While delivering verdict on JU
student Zubair murder case in
February 2015, a speedy trial tribunal
said the judgment was exemplary,
asserting that it was the first time when
the capital punishment was given to
anyone over any murder committed
on the campus of a public university.

The tribunal awarded capital pun-
ishment to four BCL men and life term
to six others. But most of the convicts
are still absconding.

For the brutal murder of Biswajit in
Old Dhaka in 2012, eight BCL men
were sentenced to death and 13 others
to life imprisonment by a Dhaka court
the next year.

At the time of the verdict, two killers
condemned to death and 11 who got
life term were fugitives.

LAW REFORMS INEFFECTIVE
Campus violence and wrongdoings by
leaders and activists of student organi-
sations had prompted the Election
Commission led by ATM Shamsul
Huda to bring electoral reforms a
decade ago for delinking student bod-
ies from the political parties.

In 2008, a new legal provision was
made for political parties registered
with the EC. It said no registered politi-
cal party can keep student body as its
affiliated organisation.

The aim of the reform, which
remains on paper only, was to keep
away student organisations from the
partisan politics. But, the move failed
to bring much change as AL and BNP
declined to cut the ties with their stu-
dent wings.
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BCL activist shot dead in classroom
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Molla was sent to jail yesterday for
allegedly raping a housewife, with her
husband held hostage by the student
leader's accomplices.

In another incident, Chhatra League
activist Mahamudul Hasan Rupak, a
third-year student of English at
Chittagong University, was arrested on
Sunday night from the university's
(Gate-1 area in a robbery case.
BLOODSHED CONTINUES
Police quoting witnesses said Khaled,
an outsider in the college campus,
along with some other activists of the
pro-Awami League student front was
sitting in the classroom around
12:30pm when some unidentified
youths stormed in and shot him.

Hearing a gunshot, policemen went
to the room and found Khaled dead,
said Additional Superintendent of
Sylhet police Sugyan Chakma.

According to law enforcers, the

victim was from Panditpara of
Beanibazar. He used to run a mobile
phone shop in the upazila town.

Police picked up BCL activists
Emdad, Fahad and Kamran in the
classroom for interrogation.

The shooting occurred around an
hour after Chhatra League factions, led
by Pavel Mahmud and Abul Kashem
Pallab, former convener of Beanibazar
upazila Jubo League, clashed on the
campus, said witnesses.

Contacted, Kashem said the clash
ensued following an altercation between
two junior students of the college.

He refuted the allegation that his
supporters were involved in the clash.

Sylhet BCL leader Rayhan said no
committee of the student front was
formed in Beanibazarin last 12 years.

BCL sources said over 12 factions of
the orgainistaion were causing prob-
lems in the area. Among them, two or
three are influential groups.

Police sent Khaled's body to Sylhet

MAG Medical College for an autopsy.

No case was filed in this connection
till filing of the report last night.

The authorities of Beanibazar
Government College yesterday shut the
institution till July 22. They also
formed a three-member committee to
probe the incident.

INFIGHTING IN PABNA

Two rival BCL factions of Pabna
University of Science and
Technology clashed on the campus
over control of Bangabandhu
Residential Hall.

Supporters of the two factions, led
by PUST BCL President Shanto and
Vice President Yasir Arafat, engaged in
chase and counter-chase. Two rooms of
the dormitory were also vandalised
during the clash.

Campus sources said the clash
ensued over beating of Shanto's sup-
porter Khalid Hossain, a student of
statistics, by some supporters of Arafat
on Sunday night.

Academic activities were hampered
due to the trouble, said Proctor Awal
Kabir Joy.

Later, BCL leaders of the two factions
blamed each other for the clash.

Meanwhile, the BCL central unit
yesterday suspended five of its PUST
leaders from the organisation for vio-
lating organisational discipline, said a
press release.

The five are vice presidents Yasir
Arafat, Mahmud Chowdhury Asif and
Abdullah Al Maruf; Joint General
Secretary Mahmud Kamal Tuhin and
Organising Secretary Sirajul Islam.

BCL LEADER HELD OVER RAPE
Police on Sunday night arrested
Banaripara BCL President Sumon
Molla from the house of Serniabat
Sadiq Abdullah, joint convener of the
Barisal city Awami League.

The Barisal SP sent a police team to
the house after receiving a call from
Sadik. The AL leader handed over

Sumon to law enforcers.

Sazzad Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Banaripara Police Station, said a house-
wife filed a case Sunday afternoon
accusing the BCL leader of raping her at
a home in Banaripara's Beatal village,
with her husband held hostage by
Sumon's accomplices at another house
in the village.

The arrestee yesterday gave a confes-
sional statemment under section 164 of
CrPC to Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Sihabul Islam, the OC added.

The magistrate later sent the accused
tojail.

The BCL central unit in a press
release vyesterday said it expelled
Sumon from the organisation for
violating discipline.

ONE HELD IN ROBBERY CASE

BCL activist Mahamudul Hasan
Rupak, a third-year student of English at
Chittagong University, was arrested by
Hathazari police on Sunday night from
the university's Gate-1 area in a robbery
case.

Truck driver Reazul had filed the
case with Hathazari Police Station on
April 21 over looting goods from the
vehicle which was on the way to
Chittagong from Khagrachhari.

According to the case statement,
criminals held the driver and his helper
at gunpoint and looted the goods after
taking the vehicle to the central play-
ground of the university on April 19,

The gang confined the two to aroom
of a dormitory and freed them the
following day after selling most of the
looted goods, itadded.

Mollah Jahangir, investigation
officer of the case, said around eight
people were involved in the robbery.
The law enforcers so far arrested three
BCL activists of the university in this
connection.

Our correspondents in Sylhet, Pabna,
Barisal and Chittagong contributed to this
report.

Measles, neglect killed

FROM PAGE 1

person would be infected with the virus
since a temporary centre had been set
up in the affected area to conduct an
immunisation programimme.

About Tripura Para having been
left out of the government's vaccina-
tion campaign, Prof Azad said the
vaccination programime was on as
per a “micro plan” at the ward level,
but somehow Tripura Para, a small
area resided by 85 families, remained
out of the coverage.

"Now we have decided to overhaul
the whole micro-plan system at the
village level,” to check if any small
area is out of the immunisation
programme, he said, adding that a
committee would be formed to find
out the people responsible for the
exclusion of the area.

All the children receiving treatment
now are between one and 12 years.
The symptoms include fever, rash,

breathing problems, vomiting, and
blood in stool, said Azizur Rahman
Siddique, civil surgeon of Chittagong.

Twelve-year-old Rina Laxmi Tripura
got fever and rash on Sunday night.
"She was fine till yesterday [Sunday]
afternoon and worked in the orchard
with me, but became sick at night,”
her father Trimal Tripura said.

She was admitted to the BITID in
Fouzderhat yesterday.
CONDITION IMPROVING
The condition of many of the chil-
dren admitted to the hospitals in
Chittagong is improving.

Annabala Tripura was seen feeding
her six-year-old son Sujan yesterday.

She said Sujan was now having
food. "When we bought him to hos-
pital, he was suffering from high
fever and could not eat anything.
Now he doesn't have fever.”

Three siblings -- Jatindra, 7, Jharna,
5, and Swapna, 4, -- were seen taking

meal and playing together at the
CMCH paediatrics ward.

Their father Suman Tripura said
his children had fallen ill with simi-
lar symptoms over a week ago.

"Now I feel good, as my children
are recovering."”

Some children did not recover yet
in the hospital. Sumita was one of
them. The four-year-old was admit-
ted to the CMCH on Friday.

Her father Nayan Tripura said he
was worrying about his child.

Prof Pranab Kumar Chowdhury,
head of the CMCH paediatrics
department, said the children were
getting well as they were responding
to the treatment.

"Symptoms show that most of
them are suffering from measles....
As the children were not vaccinated
and they did not even take vitamin A
capsule, their physical immunity was
very poor.”

More family members
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As per the existing law, enacted in
1999, one could face between seven
years and minimum three years rigor-
ous imprisonment or Tk 3 lakh fine or
both for violation of the law. The pro-
posed law suggested maximum jail
term of three years and Tk 10 lakh fine
or both.

Shameem said the law aims to
check trafficking of organs and their
illegal trade as well as improve
healthcare services.

As per the proposed law, there
would be a medical board in every
hospital for deciding on transplant
matters and a national cadaveric com-
mittee to oversee organ transplants, he
said.

Besides, there would also be a four-
member hospital certification board,

to be headed by a director of the health
directorate. No organ transplant
would be allowed in any hospital
without the board's certification, he
continued.

Shameem said the private hospitals
would have to apply for certification
from the board within 60 days of the
enactment of the law.

He said under the proposed law, if
anybody provides false information
about the relationships between an
organ donor and the recipient or
encourages, provokes or threatens
anybody to provide such information,
the person could face up to two years
imprisonment or Tk 5 lakh fine or
both.

Shameem said if any doctor was
convicted under the law, his or her

registration from the Bangladesh
Medical and Dental Council would be
scrapped and if any hospital or clinic
violated the law, their organ transplant
permit would be revoked and they
would be fined.

Prof Zulfigar Rahman Khan, chair-
man of surgery department of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU) hailed the law
saying it would bring discipline in
organ transplants.

With the enforcement of the law,
doctors would not be blamed anymore
for illegal transplant of organs and it
would bring transparency to the pro-
cess.

Prof Zulfigar, the president of
BSMMU Teachers Association, lauded
the extended list of family members
who could donate organs.

ACC to charge Aslam Chy, 3 others
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managing director Badrul Haque Khan,
who was earlier arrested in connection
with the money embezzlement. Badrul
was a general manager of Bangladesh
Bank when he was arrested last year.

Contacted, ACC's Public Relations
Officer Pranab Kumar Bhattacharya
said Badrul's name was dropped
because "no evidence over his involve-
ment in the money embezzlement is
found in the investigation”.

The anti-graft body's Deputy
Director Mosharaf Hossain Mridha
and Deputy Assistant Director Manik
Lal Das, who were the investigation
officers of the case, declined to com-
ment about dropping Badrul's name.

Manik said, “I was transferred to
Patuakhali in the middle of the probe,
the case was then investigated by
Mosharaf Hossain Mridha.”

Mosharaf said he submitted the
charge sheet to the commission for
approval a couple of days ago. "I have
been transferred to Dhaka, 1 know
nothing about it [dropping Badrul's
name|,” he added.

ACC's Public Relations Officer
Pranab said the bank had maintained
all banking procedures and several
times asked the borrowers to pay up.

“There was no negligence on the part
of ACC's investigation,” he claimed.

According to the case statement filed
with Doublemooring Police Station in
Chittagong last year, Jasim, Jamila and
Amzad opened an account with the AB
Bank's Agrabad Branch in Chittagong
in 2008.

On January 2010, the RSM opened a
Letter of Credit of Tk 40.95 crore to
import aship and sell it.

But the company had paid only half
of the loan. At least Tk 20.93 crore was
outstanding.

On April 28, 2011, the RSM asked for
opening another LC to import another
ship, MV Express, for scrapping, the
case statement reads.

Manager of AB Bank's Agrabad
Branch Ishag Chowdhury sent the
proposal to the then assistant deputy
managing director of the bank's princi-
pal branch, Fazlur Rahman, who gave
an interim approval with the condition
that RSM pays upfront 20 percent of the
loan amount with interest.

The case statement says the com-
pany did not pay that, rather sold the
ship after import and pocketed Tk
26.45 crore.

Even after that, the RSM again asked

the AB Bank for money to import Very
Large Crude Carrier (VLCC) Lara on
February 12, 2012,

[shaq forwarded the proposal to the
then deputy managing director of AB
Bank, Badrul, who was aware of the
outstanding debt.

Badrul, however, gave an interim
approval to RSM's application and
sanctioned Tk 165.52 crore on
February 16, 2012. The vessel was sold
for scrap, but the loan was not paid, the
statement reads.

On September 2012, the company
paid its outstanding Tk 20.93 crore
borrowed in 2010.

On August 25, 2013, it applied for
another LC to import another oil tanker
MT Bikash worth Tk 134.34 crore.

Though the company owed AB Bank
a huge amount of money, the bank
officials gave an interim approval for
the loan.

The RSM and its guarantor Aslam
Chowdhury mortgaged only a
2,727.63 decimal land, worth Tk 17.40
crore, against the outstanding loans.

On June 20, 2016, a Chittagong
court sent Aslam to jail after law enforc-
ers showed him arrested in eight cases
filed for loan default.



