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Huge columns of goods-laden trucks waiting for ferries at Shimulia near Mawa Ferry Terminal in Munshigan;
yesterday. The ferry service there is being seriously disrupted because of heavy current in the Padma.

Help rebuild Iraq

Envoy urges int'l community including Bangladesh

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

As the troops started restoring control
from Islamic State (IS) militants, Iraq
has sought support from the interna-
tional community including
Bangladesh, in rebuilding the country
from destruction.

Talking to a group of journalists at
the Embassy of Iraq in Dhaka yester-
day, Charge d' Affairs Mohammed
Salman Hamad Al-Janabi said Iraq has
historical relations with Bangladesh
and expect that Bangladesh and Iraq
would gradually restore its trade, peo-
ple-to-people contact and entire bilat-

eral relations.

Lauding the role of Bangladesh's
expertise in various sectors, including
disaster management, construction
and engineering, he hoped that
Bangladesh might help Iraq in multi-
ple areas.

He said the Mosul reconstruction
plan will also open an opportunity for
Bangladeshis to work in the recon-
struction works. He said he has got
response from a local NGO interested
in working in Mosul.

In reply to a question, he said
according to official estimate some
4,400 Bangladeshis, including engi-

neers, were working in Iraq in 2016 in
different sectors with reputation.

“We are happy to say that
Bangladeshis had never engaged in any
fighting in Iragq. No Bangladeshi has
been found engaging with IS in Iraq.
The Bangladeshis are very hard work-
ing and peace loving,” said Al-Janabi.

He said the IS militants in Iraq have
destroyed thousands of houses, dam-
aged properties, mosques, and educa-
tional institutions, killed some
100,000 innocent persons, raped
hundreds of girls and women, and
displaced one million people since
they occupied the city.

Can do nothing now
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international agencies ... we will be able
to keep it free of any influence, " he said.

The agenda of the roadmap are talks
with political parties and other stake-
holders, reforming the electoral law,
demarcation of constituencies, updat-
ing voter lists, preparing a list of possi-
ble polling stations, taking application
from new political parties willing to be
registered with the EC, and building
the capacity of officials to hold
national election.

The EC formed a committee led by a
commissioner to examine the existing laws
and make necessary recommendations.

The Awami League termed the
roadmap realistic while the BNP said it
would not resolve the prevailing crisis
as the decision on a polls-time govern-
ment was yet to be finalised.

Soon after the announcement of the
roadmap, Commerce Minister Tofail
Ahmed told reporters that the upcom-
ing election would be held on time and
no anti-constitutional proposal would
be accepted.

One the other hand, BNP Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir

TASKS |  DEADLINE
Talks with political By December 2017
parties and others
Law reform By February 2018
Demarcation of By December 2017
parliamentary
constituencies
Updating voter list By June 2018
Registration of new By March 2018

political party and
scrutiny of registered
parties

said the party would hold a meeting of its
senior leaders today to discuss the issue
and come up with a formal reaction.

Talking about their course of action,
the CEC said the Commission would
proceed with the roadmap, and if it
faced any obstacle after the announce-
ment of election schedule, it would
take legal action,

Asked about the format of the polls-
time government, he said it was a politi-
cal decision of the government.

On the Electronic Voting Machine

(EVM), Huda said, “We did not close the
door to using EVM in the 11th parlia-
mentary election. We will talk with
political parties. We will discuss the
political parties' preparation and we
will tell them about our preparation in
thisregard.”

At present, there are around 700-800
EVMs and those are five to six year-old,
he said, adding, “"Around two and a
half lakh EVMs would be required ...
we will decide about it considering all
aspects.”

As per the roadmap, the EC will start
dialogue with political parties and other
stakeholders on July 31. The dialogue
will begin with talks with civil society
members.

Talks with journalists will be held in
August and with 40 registered political
parties from August to September.

Besides, the EC will hold separate
dialogues with election observers,
women leaders and election manage-
ment experts in October.

Demarcation of parliamentary
constituencies would be held by
December 2017.

4 of ‘Sarwar-Tamim’ group
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Ashulia on October 8 last year, and
Tamim Ahmed Chowdhury, allegedly
the chief coordinator of Gulshan café
attack, who was killed in a police opera-
tion in Narayanganj on August 27 last
year.

The four arrested vyesterday --
Mozammel Huq, Rashedul Nabi, Ifranul
[slam and Alamgir Hossain -- are loyal to
Tamim Dhari, a militant who had close
contacts with Tamim Ahmed.

Dhari, 32, a former engineer of
Bangladesh Shipping Corporation, was
arrested from a bus on Jhitka-Gabtoli
route in Savar on April 28 this year.

Nothing else could be known about
the four arrestees. Mufti said Rab will have
to interrogate them to know more about
theirinvolvement in militancy.

During the operation that saw a Rab
helicopter hover in the sky, the elite force
allegedly barred police members from
entering the cordoned oft area.

Rab men, however, said policemen
could go in when the operation would
end. But police refrained from visiting the
spot, a top police official of Dhaka told
this newspaper.

Saidur Rahman, additional police
superintendent of Dhaka, said it was not
like that Rab did not allow police in. “They
|Rab officials] said they were conducting
an operation, and all including police
would be allowed in at some point.”

Replying to a query, Mufti said, “It was
Rab which was conducting the operation.
If needed, Rab would have called police

personnel. Similarly, when police con-
duct an operation, Rab men stay nearby
and participate [in the drive| if their
assistance is sought .... This is the pro-
cedure.”

The operation beginning at 1:00am
Saturday ended around 3:00pm yesterday
with the bomb disposal unit defusing three
bombs found there. The area around the
denwas then made opentoall.

Two pistols, a laptop, some books
and papers were recovered from the
house, according to Rab.

Mufti said they had got information
from Tamim Dhari that several terror
groups were hiding outside the capital.

Rab members started keeping a watch
on the Ashulia house after the owner
contacted the force and expressed his
suspicion about his tenants who hired the
Ashulia house on the outskirts of the
city for Tk 2,500 per month but were
dilly-dallying in providing their details.

Mufti also said the militants
responded by firing shots when Rab
personnel closed inon around 3:00am on
Saturday. They also exploded several
improvised explosive devices (1IEDs).

Over hand mikes, Rab repeatedly
urged the suspects to surrender and gave
them a deadline of 12noon. Several
rounds of fresh gunshots were heard
around 11:30am.

Minutes before the deadline,
Mozammel came out with his hands up.
Through him, Rab negotiated with the
other three, Mufti Mahmud said.

Asaduzzaman, a shopkeeper who was
watching the operation sitting some 400
metres away, said the first militant surren-
dered just before noon. The three others
took around one hour to surrender.

A Rab man on duty at the south side of
the house said no militant came out
through the gate until they surrendered.
“They might have fired shots and hurled
bombs though windows,” he said.

The house is around three kilometres
south of Dhaka-Aricha highway. It is
located in Chowrabari village by a link
road and surrounded by water bodies and
crop fields with a handful of houses
nearby.

During the raid, smokes were seen
coming out of the house. A Rab offical,
who visited the rooms after the operation,
told The Daily Star that there were ashes
inside and several mobile phones and
SIM cards were destroyed there. There
was no furniture at the house.

A local school student told our Savar
correspondent, “We always saw the gate of
the house closed and locked from out-
side.”

Mohammad Manna, who lives with
his family near the militant den, said,
“Several Rab men came to our house and
asked us to leave, saying they would carry
out an operation.

“We left the house at dead of night and
took shelter at the nearby house of our
relatives. We got panicked knowing that
we were living near a militantden.”

Public places mostly unsafe
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proper steps are not taken even after such
complaints, the NGO said.

City corporations lack basic facilities
such as separate toilets forwomen, breast-
feeding corners and even separate sitting
arrangements for women, making it
difficult for them to travel with young
children for vaccination.

Similarly, markets and hospitals have
no means to address violence against
women and the worst sufferers of this
situation belong to the poorest sections of
the community, the NGO said.

At bus stations, women are harassed
by service providers and general public,
according to the survey's findings.

Common forms of harassment include
eve-teasing, rude behaviour and inappro-
priate touch.

Presenting the research results and a
concept paper at a press briefing at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity yesterday, Nuzhat Jabin,
manager of ActionAid Bangladesh, said
people who sought treatment and security
faced harassment.

Women face more problems. “This
happens due to lack of budgetary alloca-
tion and transparency and accountability
in publicinterestsectors.”

Pratima Paul Majumder, senior
researcher at the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies, said several laws
and government policies were there to

ensure good services, but those were not
implemented properly.

“Besides, service providers are not
cordial. They lack proper concept of
gender issue. So, women are facing more
problems.”

Ajgar Ali Sabri, director of ActionAid
Bangladesh, said more people would join
the workforce if quality education and
healthcare were ensured and so public
services had to be improved.

ActionAid recommends spending
more by the government on public ser-
vices, preparing and implementing gender
sensitive budgets and making the public
service systerm accountable to improve the
situation.
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GULSHAN CAFE ATTACK
CTTC gets time
to submit probe
report

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday again asked
the Counter Terrorism and
Transnational Crime (CTTC) unit of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) to
submit by August 27 the probe report
of the case filed over the Holey
Artisan Bakery attack in Gulshan.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Nurunnahar Yeasmin passed the
order after Humayun Kabir, an
inspector of the CTTC and also the
investigation officer (10) of the case,
failed to submit the report. With this,
the CTTC got 10 time extensions for
filing the report.

Drop 'cadet’
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on the "illegal business of cadet
madrasas”.

Sources in the ministry said there
was allegation that some madrasas
were charging extra tuition and
admission fees by adding "cadet” or
"international” to their names. Many
of those institutions did not follow the
National Curriculum and Textbook
Board (NCTB) and forced students to
buy their books, they said.

The new order will stop the prac-
tices, they added.

In the circular, the ministry asked
the authorities concerned to ensure
that the madrasas followed the
curriculum and textbooks set by the
NCTB and the Madrasa Education
Board.

It also asked the Directorate of
Madrasa Education, Madrasa
Education Board, deputy commis-
sioners, district education officers,
upazila nirbahi officers, and educa-
tion officers to regularly monitor the
activities of these institutions.

The madrasas must hoist national
flag and the students must sing the
national anthem during assembly,
read the circular. It said the
madrasas would have to observe
national days.

The circular said the madrasas
would have to register with the
Madrasa Education Board, and take
tuition fees like other secondary
institutions do. Regular audits must
be done in these institutions, it said.

A representative of the district or
upazila education officer has to be
included in the managing commit-
tees of these institutions, it added.

Water receding
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WDB Executive Engineer Hasan
Mahmud said the low-lying areas were
beinginundated as a result.

The situation in Jamalpur saw improve-
ment as the water level declined by 24cm in
last 24 hours, said WDB sources.

Over 19,000 families of nine unions
in Islampur and over 10,000 families of
eight unions in Dewanganj were affected
as of Saturday.

But the number of marooned people
declined with the receding of floodwater,
said locals.

Several thousand flood-hit families
of the upazilas had yet to get relief,
claimed Abdus Salam, chairman of
Chinaduli Union Parishad.

"I have distributed 15 tonnes of rice
among 1,500 affected families till Sunday
afternoon, but 1,500-2,000 more families
were in need of relief, he said.

The water level in all 16 rivers includ-
ing the Brahmaputra, Dharla, Teesta and
Dudhkumarwere declining slowly, while
the major rivers were flowing under the
danger mark.

The Brahmaputra was flowing 7cm
under danger level in Chilmari Ghat point
in Kurigram yesterday afternoon. Other
rivers were also flowing under the danger
level, Kurigram WDB sources said.

But water recession has also been
causing corrosion of land that turmed
several families homeless.

Several hundred people of six upazilas
in the district have lost their houses due to
erosion, said the district disaster relief and
rehabilitation office sources.

After two days' of struggle the WDB
men along with military personnel could
fix the damaged embankment at Bahuka
pointin Sirajganj yesterday afternoon.

“The damaged ring embankment at
Bahuka point was repaired with sand bags
and bamboo piling. The repair was ham-
pered due to huge water pressure, but we
came out successful,” said Sayed Hasan

[mam, executive engineer of WDB.

The water level was declining in the
Jamuna, which was still flowing 73cm
above danger mark, WDB sources said.

“In the last two days the water level
has decreased by 11 centimetre, but the
Jamuna is flowing 73 centimetre above
danger mark. Floodwater is receding, but
waterlogging in the flood-hit areas is
likely to persist a few more weeks,”
said District Relief and Rehabilitation
Officer Md Abdur Rahim.

The government would set up flood
shelter centres in 17 flood-prone districts,
said Disaster Management and Relief
Minister Mofazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya at a discussion held at the deputy
commissioner's office in Gaibandha.

He added the government had so far
allocated 6,100 tonnes of rice, Tk 1.55
crore and 39,000 packets of dry food for
the flood victims.

Railway Minister Mojibul Huq yes-
terday said although rail tracks were not
affected by the flood, his ministry was
prepared to tackle any such situations.

“We have taken all necessary steps for
uninterrupted rail services even amid
flood or other natural calamities,” the
minister told a press conference at
Railway Bhaban in the capital.

Britain
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that sentences reflect the serious-
ness of the offenses and victims are
given the immediate support they
need."

Rudd's announcement comes at a
time where the National Police
Chiefs' Council (NPCC) suggests
that more than 400 acid or corro-
sive substance attacks were carried
out in the six months up to April
2017, based on figures provided by
39 forces in England and Wales.

Dead in police report
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Kalam informed Azad over mobile
phone that the police report must be
submitted for registration of Hajj. SI
Kalam asked Azad for a bribe to expe-
dite the process.

"There are many cases against you,
s0 you have to meet me in the police
station with some pocket-money,”
Azad Hossain Bhuiyan quoted SI Abul
Kalam as saying,

According to Azad, when he
requested SI Abul Kalam to provide
him with police clearance as he had
received bail on his pending cases, SI
Kalam became angry and said that the

police clearance cannot be given if the
bribe was not paid.

Later, to his shock, Azad came to
know that he was shown dead in the
police report.

When contacted, Sub-Inspector
Abul Kalam said this was actually a
computer error. He added that a cor-
rected version was sent.

Superintendent of Police (SP) of
Brahmanbaria Md Mizanur Rahman
said a Senior Assistant Superintendent
of Police has been appointed to inves-
tigate the matter. After the investiga-
tion, necessary measures will be taken
in this regard.
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