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Spin on Tigers'

Dhaka?

That is the impression one may get if the words of
some of the Bangladesh cricketers currently engaged in a
fitness camp. Opener Imrul Kayes is anticipating the sort
of turning pitches seen during the England series after
off-spinner and the hero of the last Bangladesh-England
series Mehedi Hasan spoke in favour of it. And appar-
ently they were looking back to that series, where Tigers
won the second Test at Mirpur to go level, to take inspira-
tion ahead of their home challenge against Australia

next month.

“I believe that we are equally good in one-dayers and
Tests at home. We played against England in tough con-
ditions and we got the result. I think conditions will be
the same against Australia. We are mentally preparing
for the challenge,” said Imrul while talking to reporters
at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yester-

day.

Bangladesh competed admirably on such a surface
against England where pitches started turning quite early.

Will Bangladesh stick to the same ploy they
employed against England in the home series
against last year regarding the pitch when
they take on Australia in Chittagong and

i’

Mushfiqur Rahim hit the weights at the BCB Academy Gymnasium as the Tigers continued their fithess camp to get ‘
into peak shape ahead of the two-match Test series against Australia.
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CA in
selection
headache
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The cancellation of Australia
Ateam's tour of South Africa
because of the ongoing pay
dispute has put Cricket
Australia selectors in a diffi-
cult spot as Australia's tour
of Bangladesh approaches,
according to a report on
Cricket Australia's website.
Trevor Hohns, Greg
Chappell and Darren
Lehmann have a selection
headache as they seek to

replace injured pacer
Mitchell Starc.

The selection panel is yet
to decide on a fast bowler
who can be Starc's replace-
ment in the squad.

The cancellation of the A
team's tour has meant pace-
man Jackson Bird, Chadd
Sayers, Jason Behrendoff
and Chris Tremain were
unable to push for the final

They came within 23 runs of victory in the first Test in

Chittagong before taking all 10 wickets in a single session to
level the series in Mirpur with magical bowling from

Mehedi.

While the surface assisted spinners heavily, it also posed
a big challenge to the Bangladesh batsmen. The home side

World media reacts to hate crime

spot in Australia's 13-man
Test squad for Bangladesh
tour.

Leg-spinner Mitchell
Swepson also could make
the Test team.

however was up to the task, especially Tamim Igbal, who
was outstanding. On the other hand Imrul was a bit aggres-
sive and it was his 120-ball 78 in the second innings of the
second Test at Mirpur that helped set a target beyond
England's reach to help the Tigers complete a historic 108-
run win.

There is nothing wrong if the players sing praises of that
kind of surface as they have the confidence that their bats-
man can handle it and given Australia's reputation of strug-
gling in the subcontinent.

Like his other colleagues the left-hander however was
emphasised on the importance of the ongoing fitness camp
as he believes that one can play good cricket for at least one
or two years if he can attend this kind of camp. "Of course |
am enjoying the fitness camp. We get this kind of opportu-
nity once in a year. Everybody is serious here and personally
[ am also very serious [about it].”
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The alleged hate
crime against Tamim
Igbal and his family
in Stratford caught
the attention of the
world's media, with news outlets in
England and elsewhere carrying the
story. Some condemned and
lamented the alleged attack, with
sympathetic comments below the
line, and most were written with the
underlying assumption that a hate
crime had taken place, despite
Tamim's denial on his Facebook
page.

The UK's Daily Telegraph how-

ever reported that claims of an acid
throwing incident were
unfounded.

UK-based Daily Mail wrote in an
article titled "Tamim Igbal denies
alleged acid attack on his family":
“Sportsmail understands Tamim
reported an incident to his county
on Monday that took place near his
Stratford home,

"This is believed to have
involved verbal abuse at a restau-
rant next to the Olympic Park
which unsettled a family already
concerned about the potential for
hate attacks in London," the report
added.

The Daily Telegraph cited an
anonymous source close to
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
who said that the insults were
racially motivated.

"There was an incident involving
insults being thrown at him and his
family, and led to him going back
home," Daily Telegraph quoted the
source as saying.

The Independent reported on
Tamim's departure and cited The
Daily Star in an article titled
"Tamim Igbal forced to deny
alleged acid attack on his family
the reason behind his sudden Essex
departure.'

The Daily Mail added in their

report that Tamim and Essex both
tried to play down the incident.

"No complaint was made to the
police and it seems Essex and
Tamim are playing down the inci-
dent. Whatever the truth, it is a huge
blow to cricket and east London's
Bangladeshi community," the
report concluded.

The New Zealand Herald cited
The Daily Star's report and wrote:
"The wife of leading Bangladesh
cricketer Tamim Igbal was the target
of an attempted hate crime in the
United Kingdom on Tuesday (New
Zealand time), according to a report
by the Daily Star."

ACA to meet CA, Sutherland today

Players give CA 3 weeks before decision on Bangladesh tour

AGENCIES, Canberra

The Australian
Gl ckerens”®
Association (ACA)
has hit back at Cricket
Australia (CA) chair-
man David Peever's comments as
the game's warring parties start the
long road to resolving the ugly pay
dispute.

As players head towards their first
missed pay day, CA chief James
Sutherland will take part in a meet-
ing on Friday involving the full
negotiation teams of both sides after
a week which has raised hopes
within the industry of a potential
breakthrough. A resolution, how-
ever, 1s still considered a long way
off.

Sutherland's participation comes
with CA under pressure from spon-
sors, who have lost access to players
despite signing multi-million dollar
deals. Commercial partners have

contacted CA frustrated by what
they perceive to be a lack of commu-
nication from the governing body
over the issue.

Sponsors are now contacting the
Australian Cricketers Association's
The Cricketers' Brand, which was set
up to manage players' intellectual
property, for access.

Talks have been going on
between CA and the ACA this week
but Sutherland's participation 1is
significant given the players union's
insistence that no resolution could
be reached without him. While
sources from both CA and the ACA
agree progress is being made, opin-
ion is divided as to how much.

Next month's tour of Bangladesh
is still in danger of being called off,
with players believed to be giving
CA three weeks to make satisfactory
progress before they make a deci-
S1011.

The timing of Peever's comments

slamming the ACA's "reckless”
tactics raised eyebrows within the
union and among industry insiders.

However, there is still a strong
feeling among players and agents
that Peever has played a major role
in the feud. While some suggested
Peever's remarks were a sign both
parties remained a long way apart,
others feel he has used the progress
as his last chance to blast the ACA
before a resolution is struck.

The ACA issued a statement in
response to Peever's comments on
Thursday defending their represen-
tation of players.

"The timing of Mr Peever's letter
is disappointing because it does
nothing to further any progress that
we are trying to make," an ACA
spokesman said. "It is almost two
weeks after CA have forced the play-
ers in to unemployment and is
refusing to back pay them, despite
the players training for free.

"The ACA don't apologise for
holding CA to account or for asking
the hard questions on behalf of our
members that must be answered for
the betterment of cricket.

"The imputation that the players
and the ACA are sabotaging the
game is wrong. We are currently
talking with commercial and broad-
cast partners and are offering them a
way through this. We have kept
these stakeholders abreast of the
issues in the negotiations, and the
importance of them to the players.

Peever said the ACA was not
behaving in a way that respected
the players' indications they
wanted to be partners of the game.
He said the union had not only
rejected their offers but launched
"a campaign of such sustained
ferocity that anyone could be for-
given for thinking CA was propos-
ing the reintroduction of slavery
rather than healthy pay rises".

Jahir falls

Dinesh Chandimal will begin his reign as Sri Lanka Test
skipper today when they face Zimbabwe in the one-off
Test at Colombo today. PHOTO: AFP

The Test Squad is sched-
uled to assemble in Darwin
on August 10 and the selec-
tors may opt to test the
young spinner and the
quicks in the pre-
Bangladesh tour camp.

According to the Cricket
Australia website, both CA
and ACA remain upbeat that
pay talks will advance before
the squad is due in
Bangladesh on August 18.

Irfan ton
powers HP
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Irfan Sukkur slammed an
unbeaten hundred as the
BCB High Performance
teamn scored 312 for six on
the opening day of the
three-day match against a
Northern Territory
Invitational XI at the
Marrara Cricket Ground 1 in
Darwin yesterday.

Irfan hit an unbeaten 104
off 139 balls that contained
15 boundaries. The touring
side, who whitewashed the
same opponents in the five-
match one-day series, won
the toss and decided to bat
first.

Captain Liton Das and
Mehedi Maruf began confi-
dently before the former
was dismissed for 13 runs
to put an end to the 44-run
opening stand. Maruf how-
ever made 87 off 138 balls
that saw six fours and two
sixes.

The BCB High
Performance team declared
their innings after batting
the day's full 90 overs.

Chandimal era begins

SA bolstered by Fat's return

Second Test against England starts today

AFP, Nottingham

South Africa will hope
the return of captain Faf
du Plessis leads to a
revival in their fortunes
in the second Test
against England at Nottingham's Trent
Bridge starting Friday.

The senior batsman missed the series
opener following the birth of his first
child but returned in time to see the
Proteas suffer a convincing 211-run defeat
inside four days at Lord's as England went
1-0 up in the four-match series.

Dropped catches and wickets off no-
balls cost South Africa dear, while their
second innings collapse to 119 all out
showed how much they could do with
Du Plessis's resilience with the bat.

Their task in levelling the series in
Nottingham has been complicated by
pace bowler Kagiso Rabada being ruled
out as he serves a one-game suspen-
sion for swearing at Ben Stokes in the
firstinnings at Lord's.

South Africa now face some tricky
selection decisions made all the more
complicated by the fact that since the end
of the first Test, coach Russell Domingo's
mother has died.
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Skipper Faf du Plessis (R) will hope to lead the Proteas to a better result
against hosts England in the second Test after a loss in the opener.

South Africa could select both all-
rounder Chris Morris and young seamer
Duanne Olivier -- or stick with the same
balance, with the struggling JP Duminy
in line to make way for du Plessis.

"Losing KG [Rabadal, do you look
at playing a four-seamer attack,
because you're losing quite a high-
quality bowler?" du Plessis said after
South Africa's loss at Lord's.

"That means a batsman would miss
out. Obviously, that's one option.”

"We made a lot of basic mistakes that
we don't normally do as a team, " said du
Plessis. "That will cost you, if you're play-
ing against a strong team like England.”

[t was a point echoed by fast bowler
Morne Morkel, now the holder of the
unwanted record for most wickets
chalked off for no- balls in Tests.

in semis
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Mohammad Jahir Rayhan's
dream of qualifying for the
eight-man final of the
400m run in the IAAF U-18
Championships was shat-
tered yesterday after the
promising Bangladeshi
athlete finished 14th
among 23 athletes in the
semifinals in Nairobi yes-
terday.

Rayhan, who produced
his personal best [48.00
seconds]| in the Heats on
Wednesday, took 00.22
seconds longer in the final
of the 400m race, clocking
48.22 seconds.

The 11th-grade student
of BKSP timed 00.76 sec-
onds more than Daniel
Williams of Guyana, who
secured the eighth and last
spot in the final with a
time of 47.46 seconds.

Jahir was the second
Bangladeshi athlete to
qualify for a global athletic
championship organized
by the IAAF after sprinter
Abdullah Hel Kafi.

Only Sri Lanka-Zimbabwe Test starts today

AFP, Colonbo

Sri Lanka are looking to usher
in Dinesh Chandimal's era as
skipper by bouncing back
from a humiliating ODI
series defeat to Zimbabwe
with victory in the Test starting Friday.

Chandimal will lead the islanders in a
Test for the first time after Angelo Mathews
resigned Wednesday following Sri Lanka's
shock 3-2 series loss to the cricketing min-
NOWS.

The 27-year-old Chandimal has long
been earmarked for the captaincy and Sri
Lanka's cricket board hope his elevation will
spark an upturn in fortunes for the demoral-
ised side.

"I am passionate about leading the side
and I want to take this team forward and
improve our rankings," Chandimal told
reporters on Wednesday ahead of Friday's
one-off Test at Colombo's Premadasa
Stadium.

"We had a lot of ups and downs in the
past year. But we have good young and older
players,” added the right-handed batsman,
a former captain of Sri Lanka's T20 and ODI
teams.

Sri Lanka, ranked seventh in Test cricket,
hope victory can be the start of rebuilding
their reputation. Their loss to Zimbabwe

followed a fitness and coaching crisis and an
early departure from the Champions
Trophy.

Left hander Danushka Gunathilaka, who
did well in the ODI series, is expected to
make his Test debut by opening the batting
with the experienced Dimuth Karunaratne,

Fast bowler Vishwa Fernando is also in
the squad while Rangana Herath, who has
picked up 373 Test wickets, and Dilruwan
Perera will lead their spin attack after not
featuring in the ODIs.

A fired-up Zimbabwe will be hoping to
maintain their momentum with Hamilton
Masakadza, who was named Player of the
Series in the ODI tournament, likely to be
the main source of their runs.

But beating Sri Lanka in a Test match
poses a far greater challenge than the ODI
series for the inexperienced Zimbabweans.

Masakadza, with 32 Test caps, is their
only player to feature in more than 20 Test
matches. And they will be aware that at the
same ground 20 years ago Sri Lanka posted a
world Test record score of 952 for 6 against
India.

“This tour has been very special for us.
Now we must do well in the Test match to
finish off the tour on a high note," said
Zimbabwe captain Graeme Cremer who
will be able to call upon promising leg-
spinner Natsai M'shangwe.



