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Jarina Begum milks her cow at her home in Tengrakandi of Gaibandha. Like many other women farmers in the area, she has

changed her life by forming a cooperative to sell milk locally. The photo was taken recently.

Stronger together
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Almost all wvillage women in
Tengrakandi rear cows for milk. The
economic improvement brought about
by the cooperative has raised living
standards across the community. Milk is
collected by cooperative members from
10am to noon each day, to be on-sold to
milk traders; and milk from the shoals is
popular with town residents for its
superior quality. Key buyers include
sweetmeat shops, bakeries and other

retail food outlets that require milk.

Local milk trader Golap Paiker says he
buys milk from the cooperative at Tk 35
per litre to sell on the mainland for up to
Tk 45. "It used to be very difficult to buy
milk on the shoals,” he recalls, “moving
door to door, speaking to each producer.
Now it is possible to collect milk in bulk
fromastipulated location.”

SKS Foundation is also providing
the women with financial help. “Our
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aim is to help empower shoal-dwelling
women to change their fate,” says
organisation coordinator Bahram
Khan. "We hope they can stand on
their own feet through cattle rearing.”

District livestock officer Abdul Latif
says Tengrakandi's women have set an
example on how to produce and effec-
tively market fresh milk. "Their efforts
have even created employment in the
remote shoal lands.”

Flood hits schools hard
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Jahangir Kabir Ahmed, deputy director
of secondary and higher education
department in Sylhet division, said
some 48 high schools in Moulvibazar
and 32 in Sylhet have so far suspended
half-yearly exams. Around 45,000
students are studying in these schools.

In Lalmonirhat, students of 48
primary and five high schools at Teesta
river basin villages and char areas in
four upazilas have not been turning up
for last two days due to floods.
However, the teachers are keeping the
institutions open.

Sirajul Islam, a teacher at Nodi O
Jibon Junior High School at Teesta
River Char Sholmari in Kaliganj
upazila, said none of their 188 stu-
dents attended classes in last two days
as floodwater surrounded the school.

“Only four out of nine teachers
could come to the school,” he said.

Nur Amin, a teacher at Dawabari
Government Primary School at Char
Dawabari under Hatibandha upazila,
said, "All the classrooms are under at
least one foot water. The school pre-
mises are under two to three feet water
at some places. We stopped giving
classes since Monday."

Soleman Miah, a guardian of two
primary students at Teesta Char
Gaddimari village, said they had taken
shelter at a safer place as floodwater
inundated their house. "How will I send

my children to their school? " he asked.

Echoing the same view, another
guardian Majidul Islam said, "Sending
our children to school in the flood is
very risky."

Nabez Uddin Sarker, district pri-
mary education officer, said teachers
were instructed to keep the schools
open, but academic activities could
not continue without students.

In Bogra, at least 80 education insti-
tutions in Shariakandi, Dhunat and
Sonatola upazilas have been facing
difficulties to continue with the classes
for last one week.

The floodwater has entered these
schools' premises and even reached
several classrooms. Neither the stu-
dents were going to schools nor the
teachers could hold classes in the
water, he added.

Only 12 affected schools could take
alternative measures to hold classes
but did not get any students, according
to district administration.

Moyna Khatun, a third grader of
Shimulbari Government Primary
School, said her classes remained
suspended for a week as none went to
the school.

However, a few students were seen
wading through the water to attend
classes at Fakirpara Government
Primary School of Chandanbaisha
village under Kamalpurunion.

Jibonnahar Begum, acting

headteacher of Shimulbari
Government Primary School in
Dhunat, said it was extremely difficult
to take classes.

In Kurigram, 67 government primary
schools in the char areas were forced to
stop academic activities as flood situa-
tion worsened in last three days.

DPEO Swapan Kumar Roy
Chowdhury said only eight of those
schools were trying to conduct classes
through alternative arrangement.
LAWMAKER BLASTS MINISTERS
Ruling Awami League lawmaker M
Ishrafil Alam yesterday blasted the
water resources minister and his dep-
uty for “sitting idle” at a time when
different parts of the country were hit
by flood causing sufferings to people.

The lawmaker was speaking at par-
liament on a call attention notice
submitted by him on taking emer-
gency measures to repair damaged
flood control and protection embank-
ments in his constituency.

[srafil said Water Resources Minister
Anisul Islam Mahmud and State
Minister Muhammad Nazrul Islam
didn't visit any flood affected area
where crops and houses were damaged
and the victims were living in misery.

“Flood hit my constituency almost
every year in the last eight years. But
I've never seen the respective minister

or the state minister visiting my area,”
he added.

Concern over
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The eminent citizens are—Prof Dr
Serajul Islam Choudhury, Badruddin
Umar, Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury, M
Hafiz Uddin Ahmed, Dr Badiul Alam
Majumdar, Dr Swapan Adnan, Prof
Dilara Chowdhury, Shireen Hugq,
Firdous Azim, Dr Shahdeen Malik, Dr
CR Abrar, Prof Anu Muhammad, Dr
Shahidul Alam, Prof Amena Mohsin,
Dr Salimullah Khan, Rehnuma
Ahmed, Prof Asif Nazrul, Dr. Azfar
Hussain, Nur Khan Liton, Adilur
Rahman Khan, Syeda Rizwana Hasan.

Farhad Mazhar's wife demands
proper probe

With many confusing and contradict-
ing information cropping up centring

poet and writer Farhad Mazhar's disap-
pearance, his wife yesterday demanded
proper investigation into the incident.
"We are demanding professional
investigation. Any irrelevant issues can
drive the investigation of the abduction
case out of track,” she said responding
to the query on the judicial statement of
a former female colleague of the writer.
Talking to The Daily Star outside the
cabin in Birdem Hosptial, where Farhad
Mazhar is being treated, Farida said they
would brief media about the whole
incident after recovery of her husband.
On July 4, Farhad, in a judicial
statement before another magistrate,
said several unidentified men forced
him into a microbus and blindfolded

him minutes after he came out of his
Adabor house to buy medicines in the
early hours of July 3.

Later, law enforcers found him on a
bus of Hanif Paribahan in Jessore's
Noapara around 11:30pm on the same
dav.

Meanwhile, investigators are yet to
be sure of how Farhad Mazhar jour-
neyed to Khulna from Dhaka on July 3.

Hafiz Al Asad, senior assistant com-
missioner of west division of the detec-
tive branch of police, told The Daily
Star that they are investigating the case
with professionalism.

"We did not find any evidence that
he went to Khulna on a microbus.”

Bleeding from bad loans
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Experts think there is a lack of political
will to deal with loan defaults, on
which India has been cracking down
for the last two years.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman, distin-
guished fellow at the Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), said growing bad
loans were impeding further economic
growth as banks' lending capacity gets
tightened and good clients could not
getloans at lower rates.

Taking mortgage or collateral
against loans at inflated price has
become another big problem for
banks that fail to sell mortgaged assets
whose market prices are much lower
than the loans, he added.

State-owned BASIC Bank is the
victim of this practice as many little-
known businesses took loans giving
mortgages at inflated prices between
2009 and 2013 when Sheikh Abdul
Hye Bacchu was chairman.

“We have been pursuing the govern-
ment for the past three years to set up a
commission for banks. But it did not
pay any heed to the proposal,” said
Prof Mustafizur.

If the commission was mandated to
reform the sector, accountability,
transparency and governance would
have improved in the crippled banking
industry, he added.

Zaid Bakht, an economist and cur-
rent chairman of state-owned Agrani
Bank, said use of loan money in
unproductive sector, such as to buy
land or to launder it, is detrimental to
economic growth.

"Had the borrowers utilised the
money in productive activities, they
could have paid their loans back,” he
said.

Willful defaulters take the advan-
tage of legal loopholes, said a senior
official of a state-owned Bank.

The official added they were press-
ing a borrower to pay back around Tk
500 crore. In response, the borrower
went to the court that gave him 12
years' time with three years' morato-
rium.

Four state banks -- Sonali, Janata,
Agrani and Rupali -- are feeling the
pinch of these legal loopholes. The
recovery of some Tk 27,700 crore loans
remains uncertain because of court
orders. Of the sum, over Tk 14,000
crore was taken from Sonali Bank.

The managing director of a private
bankvoiced the same concern.

Helal Ahmed Chowdhury, former
managing director of Pubali Bank, said
a taskforce could be formed to heal the
ailing banking sector.

“But political will is a must for that,”
said Helal, also a supernumerary pro-

fessor at the Bangladesh Institute of
Bank Management.

About the court orders, the veteran
banker said banks had to overcome the
problem with the help of the court.

Analysts also cited the example of
India, which has been dealing with
bad loans effectively in recent years.

Last year, India's central bank
decided to clean up the balance sheets
of Indian banks, which are collectively
saddled with Rs 6 lakh crore bad loans,
equivalent to 9 percent of the total
outstanding loans in the economy.

After the Reserve Bank of India's
order, banks have started cracking the
whip on Indian companies for repay-
ment of loans. Leading corporate
houses, including Reliance, Tata, Birla
and Essar, were forced to sell their
prized assets to repay their bank loans.

Analysts also point out that enforce-
ment of laws in India is much stronger
than in Bangladesh.

For example, liquor baron Vijay
Mallya, who is accused of defaulting Rs
9,000 crores in loans, was arrested
from London in April.

Subrata Roy, chief of Sahara Group,
which was the sponsor of India's
national cricket team for years, is in jail
for over two years now, for allegedly
embezzling Rs 24,000, which he did
not pay back to investors.
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Two masons die
of suspected
suffocation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two masons died of suffocation after
they got down into an under-
construction water tank in the capi-
tal's Gabtoli yesterday, police said.

The tank was left abandoned for
long and the two men probably
inhaled some toxic gas.

Mainuddin, 27, and Limon
Hawlader, 22, went inside the tank
around 12:00pm. As they were not
returning, a third worker was about
to go inside as well. He, however,
sensed something was wrong,
Selimuzzaman, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Darussalam Police Station,
told The Daily Star.

Fire fighters later went to spot and
rescued the two men from the tank.
Doctors at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, however, declared them
dead after they were taken there,
added the OC.

BNP releases list
of 25 'missing
party men

UNB, Dhaka

The BNP yesterday revealed a list of
its 25 “missing leaders and activists”.

"The Awami League general secre-
tary has talked about the list of peo-
ple who were forcibly disappeared.
['m presenting a short list of our
missing leaders, mainly of those in
Dhaka,” said BNP Senior Joint
Secretary General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi.

Speaking at a press conference at
the party's Nayapaltan central office,
he said it would take some time to
present the full list of their missing
leaders and activists.

The 25 missing BNP men include
M Ilias Ali, Saiful Islam Hiru,
Chowdhury Alam, Humayun Kabir
Parvez, Aminul Islam Jakir, Sajedul
[slam Sumon, his cousin Zahidul
Karim, Abdul Quader Bhuiyan,
Mazharul Islam, Asaduzzaman, Al
Amin, AM Adnan Chowdhury, Kausar
Ahmed, Mahbub Hasan, Khalid
Hasan, Samrat Mollah, Jahirul Islam,
Parvez Hossain, Mohammad Sohel,
Sohel Chanchal, Nazimuddin
Munna, Tarigul Islam Jhantu, Quazi
Farhad, Selim Reza Pintu and busi-
nessman Giasuuddin Kusum.

Most of them were "forcibly disap-
peared” from Tejgaon, Gulshan,
Airport, West Nakhalpara, East
Nakhalpara, Mugda, Uttar Badda and
Sabujbagh areas, said Rizvi.

He alleged that law enforcers made
at least 50 people disappear from the
capital and its adjoining districts
before the January 5, 2014 national
election.

“Most of the missing people were
involved either with the BNP or
Chhatra Dal,” he added.

Four injured
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Medical College Hospital while the
three others were undergoing treat-
ment at a local hospital, said
Asaduzzaman, officer-in-charge of
Narayanganj Model Police Station.
Cultural personality Rafiur Rabbi,
who presided over the rally, said
those who were in favour of the
power plant and against the
Sundarbans carried out the attack.

GM cyborg
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Medical Institute performed
DragonflEye flighttests at the Janelia
Research Campus in Virginia.

The insect could soon be used to
carry payloads, according to Jesse
Wheeler, a senior biomedical engineer
at Draper which collaborated with the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute to
carry out the DragonflEye program.

The expert told Spectrum iEEE:
“Beyond tracking, the DragonflEye
system offers new miniaturized tech-
nology to equip a wide range of
insects with environmental sensors
and potentially guide important
behaviours, like pollination.”

To create the DragonflEye, engi-
neers had to develop a way of geneti-
cally moditying the nervous system of
the dragonfly so it can respond to
pulses of light.

To do this, the team gave the insect
a gene which added light-sensitive
proteins called ospins to the neurons.

This then allowed the neurons to be
activated by the light - sent by an inter-
face in the 'backpack’ called an optrode.

The neurons then kicked into its
usual routine of sending signals to the
wings to encourage the insect to fly.

Wheeler said: “In order to begin
guidance of dragonflies, several key
technologies needed to be developed.

"Howard Hughes Medical Institute
focused on developing gene delivery
methods specific to the dragonfly to
make special 'steering' neurons sensi-
tive to light.

“Draper developed a miniaturized
backpack for autonomous navigation
and a flexible optrode to control the
modified neurons by guiding light
around the dragonfly's tiny nerve cord.

“Our first-generation system is
based upon early mockup backpacks
that were fitted to dragontlies to test
ergonomics and weight limits.

Journo, freedom fighter
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correspondent Mohammad
Shahjahan and freedom fighter
Mozammel Haider Chowdhury under
section 57 over the same allegations.

Anwar Hossain of Shahrasti
Nizmehar area filed one case with the
Judicial Magistrate's Court, Shahrasti
on Sunday.

Prof Md Farhad Hossain of Hajiganj
Sendra area filed the other case with
Hajiganj police on May 22.

The plaintiffs in the cases said a report
was published on page 9 of Prothom Alo
on May 9 headlined “Freedom fighter
scrutiny suspended in Hajigan).”

The report said the freedom fighter
scrutiny could not be completed due
to neglect of lawmaker for Chandpur-5
constituency sector commander Maj
(retd) Rafiqul Islam Bir Uttam and
Hajiganj upazila nirbahi officer
(UNO) Mohammad Mahbubul Alam.

The complainants termed the
report “false” and “fabricated” and
said it had hurt local freedom fighters,
conscious citizens and the general

public.

Farhad said he had filed the case on
behalf of the lawmaker.

The judicial magistrate's court took
the case into cognisance and directed
Shahrasti police to take action after an
investigation,

Chandpur Superintendent of Police
Shamsunnahar said she would talk with
the OCs concerned so that no journal-
ists were unnecessarily harassed.

Another journalist was sued by a
colleague in Kushtia under section 57
of the ICT Act on Monday.

Melon Ullah, Kushtia district corre-
spondent of TV channel Independent,
filed the case against editor of online
news portal Bijoynews24.com
Shamsul Islam Swapan with Kushtia
Model police following a facebook
postagainst him on June 10.

In the case, Melon said Swapan had
used vulgar words "intentionally” in a
bid to “tarnish” his journalist image.

Officer-in-Charge Nasir Uddin said
they could not arrest Swapan.

“We are looking for him, " he said.

Police yet to find
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unnamed others of carrying out the
attack.

Meanwhile, some 200 journalists
and students formed a human chain in
front of the RU central library around
noon yesterday demanding the law
enforcers arrest the attackers within
the next 24 hours.

They threatened of launching a
tough agitation if their demand was
not met.

Journalist leaders Sourav Habib,
Hasan Adib, Mustafiz Rony, Kaykobad
Khan and Taslimul Alam addressed the
human chain programme.

Local lawmaker Fazle Hossain
Badsha, Rajshahi Union of Journalists,
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists, the departments of mass
communication and journalism and
Bengali of RU and RU Central
Sangskritik Jote expressed solidarity
with the demonstrators.

In the afternoon, journalist leaders
handed over a written complaint to RU
Deputy Registrar Nesar Uddin Ahmed
about the attack on Arafat. They

demanded the university authorities
take necessary steps to ensure security
of journalists.

RU Progotoshil Chhatra Jote brought
out a procession on the campus protest-
ing the attack on the newsman.

Rights organisation Ain O Salish
Kendra (ASK) yesterday also protested
the attack on the Star journalist and
demanded prompt action against the
perpetrators.

“We are aggrieved at the attack on
an on-duty journalist. We think this
type of attacks shrinks the freedom of
press and create barriers for the jour-
nalists in digging out the truth,” it said.

The ASK demanded the authorities
concerned punish the attackers to pre-
vent any recurrence of such incidents.

Journalism Alumni Forum of
Rajshahi University, a platform of
former students of the RU mass com-
munication and journalism depart-
ment, at an emergency meeting in the
capital yesterday condemned the
attack on Arafat and demanded imme-
diate arrest of the attackers.

2,700 old trees
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Saibur Rahman Molla, chairman of the
environment science department of
Jessore Science and Technology
University, said it would not be right to
fell so many trees at a time.

Such an action would contribute to
an increase in the level of carbon diox-
ide in the air and decrease oxygen. “If
there is less oxygen in the atmosphere,
it would have a negative impact on the
environment,” Saibursaid.

Jahangir Alam, executive engineer
of Jessore RHD, said huge amounts of
goods were transported regularly to
different parts of the country from
Benapole land port using the highway:.

The highway has not been repaired
for long and is now in a dilapidated
condition. A scheme has been taken
up for repairing the road, and to imple-
ment it nearly 2,700 trees have to be
cut down, said the official of the RHD.

There is a complication, however, as
both the district council and the Roads
and Highways Department claim the
ownership of the trees. The issue has
been placed at the district coordina-
tion committee meeting.

The deputy commissioner informed
the cabinet division of the matter. It was
told in the cabinet division meeting that
the ownership would be decided fol-
lowing an inter-ministerial meeting of
the communications ministry.

The felling of trees would begin once
the decision is made, Jahangir said.

Meanwhile, sources at the Jessore
Zila Parishad said the RHD had
decided to cut down the trees before
the inter-ministerial meeting.

Engineer Nurul Islam of the Zila
Parishad said Ecnec and the coordina-
tion division of the Planning
Commission through a May 12, 2003
notification took the ownership of the
highway from the Zila Parishad but
didn't give it to any institution.

Saifuzzaman Pikul, chairman of the
Parishad, said the highway's land
belonged to the Parishad that was in
charge of the overall development and
maintenance of the highway and plan-
tation on its both sides since the
British period.

“Felling the trees to widen the high-
way should notbe done.”

Moni waits for miracle
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First, Ibrahim took his daughter to
local doctors but no improvement was
seern.

He said she always feels unbearable
pain in the affected hand which is
infested with parasitic worms.

"We gave her homeopathy treat-
ment too, for nearly one and a half
years, but it did not work,” he said.

She was taken to different hospitals
in Satkhira, Jessore and Khulna. She
even went to CRP Savar where she was
recommended a specialist in Dhaka.
The specialist provided her with some
medicines but in three months, no
changes were seen. Her family had
spent almost taka four lakh. According
to her father, to bear the rising costs,
they had to sell their cattle and take
loan from relatives and friends.

Finally, around two and a half years
ago, she was admitted to a hospital in
Khulna where doctors said that she
could not be cured and suggested her
family to take her home.

As hopelessness set in, her father
resorted to taking the help of a herbal
treatment known as “Kabiraji medi-
cine” which is cheap and generally
availed by people less well-off. They also
went for other non-traditional medi-
cines but nothing seemed to work.

But later on, as Muktamoni's story
was picked up by different news
media, she was brought to DMCH,
said Ibrahim.

Muktamoni's mother Ayesha
Khatun said, “I couldn't tolerate the
condition of my daughter.”

She said the villagers, and even their
relatives, do not visit their house as the
affected hand is slowly rotting and
emanating a bad odour.

Muktamoni said the disease causes
an itch and is very painful, adding that
the pain gets more acute during sum-
mer and winter.

"I can't go to school. But l want to go
again with my sister," said
Muktamoni.

Her twin sister, Hira Moni, added
she eagerly waits for the day she can
play with Muktamoni again.

Ex-SP Babul
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“The investigation officer asked me
many questions and [ answered
those,” Babul said.

About the allegation of his involve-
ment in the murder, he said anyone
could allege anything but it has to be
proved through evidence. He went to
the CMP headquarters at 3:45pm and
leftaround 8:00pm.

ADC Kamruzzaman said, “1 called
him |[Babul] over to discuss some
things related to the case.”

Asked whether he had found evidence
of Babul's involvement, he said, “It was
not the time to call him an accused.”

Asked when they would submit a
charge sheet, he said, "As soon as possi-
ble.”

On June 25 last year, Babul was
questioned to ascertain whether he
had any link to his wife's murder. He
was again quizzed by the investigation
officeron December 15.

Three assailants stabbed and shot
Mitu, 30, dead when she was taking her
son to his school bus stop at GEC inter-
section in the port city on June 5 last year.

Police said they arrested Motaleb
Mia Wasim and Md Anwar on June 25.

The arrestees in a confessional
statement made before a Chittagong
court said they along with Musa,
Nurun Nabi, Rashed, Kalu and
Shahjahan took part in the killing.

Nabi and Rashed were killed in a
“gunfight” with police on July 5.
Shahjahan, Wasim and Anwar are now
in jail.

Musa's family repeatedly alleged
that law enforcers picked him up on
June 22. The whereabouts of Musa and
Kalu are still unknown.



