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Russian police block
office of Kremlin critic

AFP, Moscow

Russian police blocked the
Moscow campaign office of
top opposition politician
Alexei Navalny yesterday on
the eve of his scheduled
release from a 25-day jail
term, campaign staff said.
"Unknown individuals
broke into our office in the
night," a campaign team
member told AFP.

LiuXiaobo's health
deteriorates

AFP, Beijing

Fears about the health of
China's cancer-stricken
Nobel laureate Liu Xiaobo
rose yesterday as the hospital
treating him said his liver
function deteriorated.
Friends voiced concerns that
Liu, 61, is now near death
after it emerged last month
that he had been transferred
from prison to a hospital
under medical parole.

S'pore PM's siblings

offer truce in feud
AFP, Singapore

The siblings of Singapore's
prime minister offered a
truce yesterday in an explo-
sive family feud over the
legacy of their late father,
founding leader Lee Kuan
Yew, saying they wanted to
settle the matter privately.
The tightly-controlled city-
state has been captivated by
the row over the future of
the family bungalow.

Eight dead at Malawi
I'Day stampede

AFP, Lilongwe

Seven children and one adult
were killed in a stampede at
Malawi's national stadium
vesterday as large crowds
gathered for independence
day celebrations, police said.
The stampede occurred

The picture shows an aerial view of a flooded area in Asakura City, Fukuoka prefecture yesterday. At least two people have been killed and 18
others are missing in huge floods that are surging through southern Japan, with authorities warning hundreds of thousands of people to flee.
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No Modi-Xi talks at

G20 summit: China

NDTV ONLINE

China has said that "the atmosphere is not right" for a for-
mal or bilateral meeting between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping when they gather for
the G20 summit in Hamburg,

The statement comes as the armies of both countries are
caughtin a lengthy stand-off at the border near Sikkim.

PM Modi arrived in Hamburg last night for a conclave of
the G20 group of nations. Both he and the Chinese president
will hold bilateral meetings with other leaders at the summit.

Sources in the Indian government said they're not sure of
whether an informal one-on-one meeting for PM Modi and
President Xi will take place.

The leaders will be part of a smaller session of BRICS -
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa - that will meet
on the sidelines of the main G20 summit that collates the
leading industrialised and emerging economies.

China has this week issued a series of warnings to India -
some through state-run newspapers - about the urgent need
for New Delhi to withdraw its troops from an area that
Beijing claims as its own near Sikkim. Indian soldiers
arrived at the area early in June to stop the construction of a
road that New Delhi holds as "a serious security concern.”

China says the Indian Army's actions violate an 1890
border agreement between Britain and China that previous
Indian governments have pledged to uphold and that it will
not move for any dialogue till Indian troops are pulled back.

Ready to work with Russia

Says Tillerson as monitor claims US-led strikes killed 224
civilians since allies entered Raga one month ago

AFP, Washington

The United States is willing to work with Russia on estab-
lishing "no-fly zones" in Syria as part of a joint effort to
stabilize the war-ravaged country, the top US diplomat said
Wednesday, ahead of President Donald Trump's first face-
to-face with Vladimir Putin.

[n a wide-ranging statement,
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said Russia had a "special
responsibility” to help create
stability on the ground -- or risk
hobbling the fight against the
[slamic State group.

Citing past cooperation in
creating deconfliction zones in
Syria, Tillerson made a strong
case for both countries -- in spite
of their "unresolved differences
on a number of issues” -- to work together in Syria.

"The United States is prepared to explore the possibility of
establishing with Russia joint mechanisms for ensuring stabil-

in G20 summit

SYRIA NO-FLY ZONES

Russia, Turkey, Iran fail to agree
on de-escalation zones 1

Syria will loom large in |
Putin-Trump discussions

Europe, where the US leader will meet Putin for the first
time today on the sidelines of a G20 summit in Hamburg,
Germany. Syria will loom large in their discussions.

On Wednesday, Russia, Turkey and Iran failed in talks
to finalise an agreement on creating four de-escalation
zones in Syria after Ankara raised objections in Astana
talks, diplomats said.

The failure is a setback for
Moscow, the main architect of
the plan, as it seeks to take the
lead in global efforts to settle the
Syrian civil war.

"During these consultations,
the Turkish side said it needed
more time in order ... to make an
appropriate decision,” said
senior Russian negotiator
Alexander Lavrentyev.

Meanwhile, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said yesterday US-led coalition air strikes have killed at least
224 civilians since the Syrian forces it backs entered Islamic
State group bastion Raga a month ago.

20,000 civilians trapped

Says UN as Iraqi forces battle IS fighters in Old City

AFP, Mosul

civilians if they try and leave, " she said.

Iraqi forces yesterday battled the last remain-
ing Islamic State group fighters in Mosul's
Old City, where the UN said up to 20,000
civilians are trapped and in "extreme danger”.

In neighbouring Syria, US-backed forces
are facing fierce resistance from IS as they
wage a parallel offensive to recapture the
city of Raga from the jihadists.

The fighting in both cities is
taking place in densely populated
residential neighbourhoods,
which are sustaining a high civil-
ian death toll and heavy damage as diehard
jihadists put up a desperate last stand.

"QOur estimate at this stage is that in the
final pockets of (Mosul's) Old City, there
could be as many as 15,000 civilians, possibly
even as high as 20,000," UN humanitarian
coordinator in Iraq Lise Grande told AFP.

"They're in extreme danger from bombard-
ment, from artillery crossfire. The (1IS) fighters
that are still there are still directly targeting

More than eight months after the start of
the operation to retake Mosul from IS, the
jihadists have gone from fully controlling the
city to holding a small pocket on the west
bank of the River Tigris that flows through it.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi congratulated the security forces on the
"achievement of this major victory in Mosul”.

But troops and police are facing a rising

number of suicide attacks,

O G RIRE including some by female

bombers, as the campaign nears
its climax.

The battle for Mosul has pushed 915,000
to flee their homes, nearly 700,000 of whom
are still displaced.

"We exceeded our worst case scenario
more than a month ago. In our very worst-
case scenario, we thought that 750,000
people would flee," Grande said.

The damage caused by the fighting in west
Mosul -- and the cost of addressing it -- is huge.
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