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Man eats

FROM PAGE 16
in 1916 -- Chestnut wolfed down 70
hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes to
win the title.

His personal record -- and the
world record -- is 73.5 dogs and buns
in 10 minutes, but that came during a
qualifying round rather than an
actual contest.

After Tuesday's victory, organizer
George Shea praised Chestnut as if he
were a warrior returning from a dis-
tant battlefield.

"He is an American hero. He
stands as a representative of freedom,
of the American ideal," said Shea to
the 30,000 people who turned out to
watch the competition.

Chestnut spoke of himself in more
measured language.

“Iam just a goofy dude who likes
to eat. I am a lucky guy, to travel
around the world and eat and make
people smile," he told reporters.

And Chestnut -- who began eating
competitively in 2005 in an aspara-
gus-munching contest -- does in fact
want to get better for next year.

"I need to work on my condition
so I don't sweat as much, because it
slowed me down. I'll figure it out. I'll
make my body work better. I have to
figure out my body so I can push it to
the absolute limit," said Chestnut.

America is famously fat, with
obesity affected some one in three
adults. So the hot dog contest is
perhaps not a great example of
healthy habits.

Nor is it easy to watch.

The rules allow the 18 competitors
to soak their hot dogs and buns in
water to make them easier to choke
them down. Using their fingers, they
slammed the frankfurters back into
their mouths and leaned their heads
back to help the food ooze its way
south.

Besides the 30,000 on hand to
watch the event, many more took in
the spectacle on TV. Sports network
ESPN carried it live for the 11th
straight year.

The event is overseen by a federa-
tion called Major League Eating,
which holds about 80 such competi-
tions each year in a season that runs
from February to September. There
are separate bouts for men and
women.

Many victim
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have written to the higher authorities
for rehabilitation of the victims. But
we have not received any response
yet. We want the victims to get their
homes back as soon as possible.”

On June 1, the body of local Jubo
League leader Nurul Islam Nayan was
found four miles away from
Khagrachhari Sadar on Dighinalana-
Khagrachhari road.

The next day, Bangalees, carrying
the body, brought out a procession
from Battya Para. Later, some rowdy
men vandalised and set fire to over
200 homes in three villages of
Longadu, alleging that Nayan was
murdered by some indigenous men
there.

Another girl
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not see any sign of a birthday party. I
got scared and wanted to go back
home but he did not let me go," she
said.

The complainant further said Ivan
then made her have dinner and some
“drugs”. When she tried to resist, he
assured her that the drugs wouldn't
harm her.

"Around 1:30am, he raped me in
his room... when I started screaming,
he drove me out of his house but
kept my handbag.

"The accused had also raped me
earlier, making promises of mar-
riage," the girl added

Ali Akbar, sub-inspector of Banani
Police Station, said the accused was
absconding. Police were trying to
arrest him.

Earlier on March 28, two university
students were allegedly raped after they
attended a birthday party at a Banani
hotel. Police have pressed charges
against five accused in the case.

[raq PM fetes
'victory' in Mosul

AFP, Baghdad

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi con-

gratulated the Iraqi people and security
forces on winning a *major victory"
over jihadists in Mosul, but fighting in
the city continued yesterday.

More than eight months since the
start of the operation to retake Mosul
from the Islamic State group, the
jihadists have gone from fully con-
trolling the city to holding a limited
area on its western side.

But security forces have faced
tough resistance and a spike in sui-
cide bombings in recent days.

Abadi congratulated the country's
people, security forces and the Shia
religious leadership "on the achieve-
ment of this major victory in Mosul"
in remarks broadcast Tuesday night.

But in Mosul's Old City, automatic
weapons fire, shelling and air strikes
yesterday made clear that the final
stage of the battle for the city was not
yet over.
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Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry (C), flanked by his counterparts from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the

UAE, reads a statement at a joint press conference after a meeting in Cairo yesterday.
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Qatar boycott to remain in place
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outlook to negative over the crisis.

The countries issued the 13-point
list of demands on June 22, giving
Qatar 10 days to respond. The deadline
was extended by 48 hours on Sunday at
the request of Kuwait, which is mediat-
ing in the crisis, and Qatar handed in
the response on Monday.

The contents of the response have
not been disclosed, but Qatari Foreign
Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani said on
Tuesday that the list of demands "is
unrealisticand is notactionable”

Qatar has denied any support for
extremism and accused the countries
of seeking to infringe on its sover-
eignty.

The other demands include Qatar
downgrading ties with Iran - Saudi
Arabia's regional arch-rival -- and
shutting down a Turkish military base
in the emirate.

In his phone call with Sisi, Trump
"reiterated the need forall countries to
follow through on their commitments
at the Riyadh summit (in May) to stop
terrorist financing and discredit
extremist ideology," the White House
said.

Qatar has said repeatedly it is ready
for talks on the crisis, and Sheikh
Mohammed reiterated that yesterday.

"We welcome any serious efforts to

resolve our differences with our neigh-
bours,” he told the Chatham House
think-tank in London.

He accused Saudi Arabia and its
regional allies of "demanding that we
must surrender our sovereignty as the
price forending the siege”.

Riyadh and its supporters have
severed air, sea and ground links with
Qatar, cutting off vital routes for
importsincluding food.

They also ordered Qatari citizens to
leave their territories and took various
steps against Qatari firms and financial
institutions.

The crisis has raised concerns of
growing instability in the region,
home to some of the world's largest
energy exporters and key Western allies
who host US military bases.

Energy-rich Qatar has been defiant
throughout the crisis, insisting it can
weather action taken against it.

On Tuesday, it even announced a
major boost in planned natural gas
output, with Qatar Petroleum saying it
would increase production to 100
million tonnes a year by 2024, up 30
percent from current levels.

Qatar is the world's leading pro-
ducer of liquefied natural gas

Its energy riches have transformed
Qatar into one of the world's wealthi-
est countries, a major international
investor and a regional player that will

host the 2022 football World Cup.

Concern has been growing, how-
ever, thata drawn-out crisis could have
an economic impact.

Moody's said it was changing its
credit rating outlook for Qatar to
negative from stable, citing "the eco-
nomic and financial risks arising from
the ongoingdispute”.

“The likelihood of a prolonged
period of uncertainty extending into
2018 has increased and a quick reso-
lution of the dispute is unlikely over
the next few months," the agency
said.
Some critics of Qatar have accused it
of links to extremist organisations
including the Islamic State group, Al-
Qaeda and Lebanon's Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement.

But a British think-tank said yester-
day that foreign funding for Islamist
extremism in Britain mostly originates
from Saudi Arabia.

"While entities from across the Gulf
and Iran have been guilty of advancing
extremism, those in Saudi Arabia are
undoubtedly at the top of the list,"
Tom Wilson, a fellow at the Henry
Jackson Society, a hawkish London-
based foreign policy think-tank, said
inastatement.

In a statement to the BBC, the Saudi
embassy in London said the claims
were "categorically false”.

City people
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That is why, we've diverted buses,” said
Foysal Mahmud, Assistant
Commissionerof DMP's Traffic Division.

Abottleneck was created as all buses
were going towards their respective
destination via Motijheel, part of which
wasalso inundated in the downpour.

“It usually takes only 2-3 minutes
to reach Motijheel from Tikatuli. But
it took half an hour today,” Mir
Shoikat, abusinessman, said.

“Since the road was submerged, it
was not possible to get off the bus,”
said Amina Khatun, a private banker.

Like her, many passengers
remained stuck in the hot and
crowded atmosphere inside the bus.

Students were the worst suffers
as many parts of Motijheel,
Arambag, Rajarbag and Fakirapul were
flooded in the rain.

With pants folded up to their
knees, many could be seen going to
theirschools and colleges.

Abir Hossain, a student of XI,
attempted to go to Notre Dame
College from Mugda on a rickshaw but
its wheels got stuck in a pothole near

suffer

Kamalapur Rail Station.

“The rickshaw puller could not see
the pothole. Accidents may happen
but I was lucky that the puller was
cautious,” said Abir, adding that he got
off the rickshaw and walked to his
college amid the murky sewage mixed
with rain water.

Given the circumstances, Notre
Dame College suspended both first
year and second year classes after
10:30am.

Usually city dwellers experience
traffic gridlock on the road during
office hours but yesterday was excep-
tional as the city was choked with
traffic since early morning,

Nasimul Haq, a resident of
Moghbazar, was supposed to attend
a programme in Rangpur. He booked a
flight ticket to Syedpur which was
scheduled for 8:30am.

“After waiting for about 40 min-
utes, 1 managed to get on a bus at
around 7:15am. But it moved at a very
slow pace as the road from Mohakhali
to Banani was gridlocked amid the
rain,” he said.

“When I reached the airport, it was

already 8:28am,” Huq said.

The slow movement of traffic went
on throughout the day.

Hasib Hossain set off from
Azampur of Uttara to his relatives'
house in Farmgate ataround 1:00pm.

It took him more than two and
halfhours to reach Farmgate

According to official sources, the
inadequate storm-water drainage
system was capable of dealing with
only 20mm of rainfall.

City areas lacking adequate storm
water drainage facilities went under
ankle-to-knee-deep water.

MET OFFICE

The Met Office recorded 28mm of
rainfall in Dhaka city between
6:00am and 6:00pm, said the duty
forecasting officer at the Dhaka Met
Office.

According to meteorologist Omar
Faruk of Bangladesh Meteorological
Department, the rain would continue for
some time and there was no clear
indication as to when the country would
see clearer skies in the next few days.

Since the monsoon is active, rain
may continue today, he added.

Fakhrul hopes
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confident it'll someday. The current
stalemate can't last for long. I believe a
path of understanding will appear
through talks," he said.

He made the remarks while talking.
to journalists at BNP's Nayapaltan
central office.

The BNP leader warned the govern-
ment that it would have to pay a heavy
price if it did not come forward to
resolve the crisis over the national
election.

He said their party had long been
calling upon the government to hold
talks to save the country and the nation.

Fakhrul said they already made a
proposal for strengthening the
Election Commission and deploying
army during the election for the sake of
acceptable polls.

He said they were also talking about
an election-time supportive govern-

ment to hold a neutral and inclusive
election. "Our chairperson will unveil
our proposal on the supportive gov-
ernment very soon before the people,
and we hope it will be acceptable to
all.”

The BNP secretary general said their
party thought the Election
Commission should be made stronger
so that it could play the effective rule
during the election. "We've already
outlined how the country will be run
and which ministries should remain
under the Election Commission
during the election.”

He alleged that the government
squeezed the democratic space in the
country to cling to power after being
alienated from the people.

The BNP leader said they could not
understand the government and its
intention. "It's not clear what the
government actually wants.”

Disgraceful
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Some foreign nationals who went to
the restaurant recently said they were
embarrassed.

"It's really frustrating," said Simon,
a German student, who was barred
from going to the restaurant last week.

Simon, who has been staying in
Bangladesh for the last few months,
said he never saw such a notice in front
of any restaurant.

“It seems like a reminder to the
foreigners that they are not safe here
and that there is a risk in staying here,"
hetold The Daily Star.

Some of the Bangladeshis who
often hang out at the restaurant said
the move would give a negative
impression of the country.

"The foreigners would think that we
have a hostile attitude towards them,"
said Jisan Rehman, an employee of a

multinational company.

He added that he was mortified in
late March when he tried to dine there
with a foreign friend.

"The security guards didn't let us in.
Iwas embarrassed and insulted. I don't
know how my friend felt. Where
would the image of the country go?” he
told The Daily Star.

He added that increasing the secu-
tity measures would have been the
rightapproach.

Lake Terrace Manager Sohel Rana
said, "The management followed the
landlord's instructions of barring
foreigners on security grounds after the
Gulshan caféattack.”

Asked, owner of the building Waliul
Hasanat said, "I've taken the decision as
foreigners are the primary targets of the
terrorists. Who would take the responsi-
bility if something bad happens?”

Families of 20 victims
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In this regard, there is an allocation in
the budget for the current fiscal year.

At his secretariat office, Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith told journalists
that a decision was made to compen-
sate the victims' families.

A home ministry official said the
government would hand over the
money to the families soon.

Another home ministry official said
Bangladesh embassy in Italy first senta
proposal to the Bangaldesh govern-
ment for paying compensation to
families of the Italian victims.

Later, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and the finance minister discussed the
matter, and a decision was made to

compensate all 20 victims' families,
said a finance ministry official.

Of the 20 victims, nine Italian
citizens are: Marco Tondat, Vinceuzo
Dallestro, Simina Ronti, Maria Riboli,
Nadia Ben Soetti, Adele Puglisi,
Claudio Cappelli, Christian Rossi and
Claudia Maria D'Antona.

Seven Japanese victims include
Hasimoto Hideki, Ogasawara Koyo,
Okamura Makato, Tanaka Hiroshi,
Sakai Yuko, Kurosaki Nobuhiro and
Shimodaira Rui.

Another foreign victim is Indian
national Tarishi Jain.

Three Bangladeshis who lost their lives
in the barbaric attack are Abinta Kabir,
Faraaz Ayaaz Hossain and Ishrat Jahan.

Passengers have to show
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such practices and it came into effect
fromJuly 1,” Rahman said.

Explaining the phone identity card,
Mostafizur Rahman said any one of
the following identity cards will be
treated as a valid photo identity card -
valid passport, national ID card or
smart card, valid driving license, valid
photo 1D card issued by any educa-
tional institution and valid photo ID
card issued by relevant institution.

According to these new measures,
check-in counters of the respective
domestic airline operators shall ensure
that boarding cards are now issued only
after confirming the ID of the person
named in the ticket against a Photo ID.

CAAB, the regulatory authority for
the country's commercial aviation has
also posted a circular in this regard on

its website.

Apart from the Biman Bangladesh
Airlines Limited, the national flag
carrier, there are three other airlines,
NOVOAIR, Regent Airways and US-
Bangla Airlines, which operate domes-
tic flights at present.

There are three International
Airports in the country at present -
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport -
the principal international airport of the
country, Shah Amanat International
Airport, Chittagong - the second largest
airport in the country and Osmani
International Airportin Sylhet

Alongside there are 12 domestic
airports in the country. Of the twelve
Cox's Bazar Airport, Shah Makhdum
Airport, Rajshahi, Jessore Airport,
Saidpur Airport and Barisal Airport
are operational, according to CAAB.

Crackdown on in Malaysia
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operations from time to time to curb the
surge of illegal immigrants here,” Mohd

Police 'hunting'
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The Daily Star that the police were
trying to collect CCTV footage of six
areas where Farhad's phone was active
on Monday.

After Farhad was reported missing,
police started tracking his phone and
found it active in Gabtoli, Manikganj,
Aricha, Faridpur, Jessore and finally in
Khulna.

Farhad in a judicial statement on
Tuesday said he was forced into the
microbus, blindfolded and taken to
Khulna.

Members of law enforcement agen-
cies found Farhad in Jessore on a bus
heading for Dhaka from Khulna around
11:30pm on Monday, more than 18
hours after he was reported missing.

Both Rab-6 and Abhaynagar police
initially took credit for finding Farhad,
but Deputy Inspector General of
Khulna Range Police, Didar Ahmed, at
a press conference said police and Rab
jointly found him.

“The junior officers of Rab and the
police were trying to take the credit.
Later, 1 told them that credit goes to
both forces as all worked hard,” the
DIG told The Daily Star yesterday.

Farhad was taken to Adabor Police

Station in Dhaka around 8:00am on
Tuesday and moved to the office of DB
where top officials interrogated him.

During interrogation, he said the
abductors gave him a bus ticket and
asked him to go back to Dhaka.

However, Mohammad Shadi, man-
ager of Hanif Paribahan in Khulna, told
The Daily Star that Farhad himself
booked the ticket around 4:00pm and
that nobody else was with him. He
enquired about a restaurant and left.
He came back to the ticket counter
around 9:00pm, charged his phone for
about 10 minutes before getting on the
air-conditioned bus, said Shadi.

After giving judicial statement
before a magistrate in Dhaka, Farhad
was taken to Birdem Hospital as he was
feelingsick.

“He is traumatised and now under
doctor's observation,” said Goutam
Das, Farhad's family friend.

His relatives said he was tired and
would talk about everything after he
recovers.

Investigators said they would talk to
him after his recovery.

Goutam said Farhad went through
checkups and tests so that they could

know for sure he was not drugged
before being released.

A doctor treating him on condition
of anonymity said Farhad was doing
well and that they might release him
today if he got a good night's sleep
yesterday.

Meanwhile, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan told reporters in
Gazipur that police were investigating
how Farhad Mazhar left his house and
went to Khulna. The investigation report
wouldbe published soon, he said.

Hours after Farhad was reported
missing, his wife at a press conference
at their home said she got a phone call
from his phone at 5:29am.

"He told me that some people were
taking him away. He said they would
kill him, " his wife Farida Akhter said.

She said Farhad again called at
6:21am and requested her to arrange Tk
30to 35 lakh for ransom.

The family received three to four
more calls from him. The last one was
at7:30pm, she said.

Footage from CCTV cameras
installed near his house show Farhad
leaving his home at 5:05am alone.

said, following the food
courtraid.

Female workers in handcuffs were
seen in tears yesterday as they waited to be
loaded ontoatruckthatwould take themto
be processed further at the department's
officein Sri Hartamas.

In total, 50 female and 25 male
foreign workers: i s

detained 1,509 illegal immigrants for
various offences in the first two days of the
crackdown. The majority of illegal
immigrants detained were Bangladeshis
(752), followed by Indonesians (195),
Myanmar nationals (117), Filipinos
(50) and Thais (45). The rest were from
other countries.

They were detained for failure to
present documentation, overstaying their
visasand misusingtheirtravel permits.

s arstion D

Meanwhile, the Kedah Immigration
Department detained 27 undocumented
immigrants from Bangladesh and
Myanmar under “Ops Mega” that was
carried out at two separate locations
yesterday, according t er report of

Director General Datuk Seri Mustafar Ali
said a total of 28 employers were also
detained in thefirsttwo days.

Earlier, Mustafar said the detained
illegal immigrants gave various reasons for

Malay Mail online.

Its Director Zuhair Jamaludin said in
the operation that lasted from 3:15pm to
5:30pm (local time), 22 Bangladeshi and
five Myanmar men, aged between 21 and
53, werepicked up.

The crackdown was launched after the
deadline to apply for the temporary
enforcementcard (e-card) expired at midnight
onjune3, i

not forthee-card.

Soon after the crackdown, a large
number of both legal and illegal foreign
workers have gone into hiding and their
employers fear they will not tum up for
workuntil thingshave cooled down.

Meanwhile, Mustafar said, the
immigration department had detected 40
false E-cards since the registration exercise
began on February 15, accordingtoanother

The E-Card acts as a temporary
validation to allow foreign workers who do

not have valid documents to work in

The card, however, expires on
February 15 next and before that the
cardholder must obtain a valid travel
document from the embassies of the
respective countries.

The Immigration Department

Malay Mail eport.

“We have acted against the so-called
agents who attempted to issue the false E-
cards. We will act against anyone trying to
issue the false cards.

“We have also detained a Bangladeshi
national who had eight false E-cards in his
possession,” he said, affer joining an
operation to flush out illegal immigrants in
KotaKemuning,



