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JICA INTEREST RISES

Japan raises interest on loans fo

as it is now a lower middle income country

MISERIES IN HAOR

Graft, not rain

Or rats, to

Finds ACC, sues 61 officials, contractors
over dam construction, two arrested
WHAT THE WATER RESOURCES MINISTER SAID EARLIER

Excessive rain is responsible for flash floods and damage of
embankments in haor areas, not negligence of BWDB officials.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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blame

Months after flash floods spelt untold miseries for people in the country's
haor areas, the Anti-Corruption Commission yesterday sued 61 people,
including engineers of Bangladesh Water Development Board and contrac-
tors, for purposeful mismanagement and corruption in the construction of

dams.
The ACC also arrested suspended BWDB

and contractor Bachhu Mia from the capital's Motijheel area for their
alleged involvement in irregularities in constructing embankments in
Sunamganj, worst hit by the late-March deluge.

The anti-graft body also asked the government to take stern action
against the secretary at the water resources ministry, BWDB director general
and 14 other officials for showing “gross negligence in discharging duties”.

The ACC made the move on the basis

alleged irregularities in constructing and maintaining dams in haor areas.
The water resources ministry and the BWDB, however, have all along
tried to tone down public and media outcry over the alleged irregularities.

They rather put the blame on excessive ra
embankments,
But the ACC findings reinforced the me

executive engineer Afsar Uddin

of its findings in a probe into

ins and rats for the damage of

dia reports that there had been
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

BIOPIC ON KISHORE KUMAR

Director Anurag Basu announces a project
on the legendary singer
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A DEFIANT TRUMP

He defends use of Twitter

for attacking US media
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This is no river or waterbody. This is the main road between Sadar and Fenchuganj upazilas in Sylhet. Much of
Fenchuganj upazila is now under water due to rising floodwaters. With road communications cut off in many
areas, people have no other option but to go about their daily business by boat, as seen in this photo taken at
Paschim Bazar yesterday.

PHOTO:
SHEIKH NASIR
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Floods worsen
in Sylhet,
Moulvibazar

DwoOHA CHOWDHURY,
Sylhet, and MINTU DESHWARA,
Moulvibazar

Sylhet might be on the verge
of a devastating flood like
that of 2004 as most of its
upazilas have been affected.

All the rivers, canals,
haors and marshes of Sylhet
are overflowing due to
heavy rain and rush of water
from upstream.

The overall flood situa-
tion in Moulvibazar is also
worsening. People of its
three upazilas are facing a
food crisis as well.

Education institutions
were supposed to reopen on
Saturday after Eid holidays
but more than 100 schools
are under water.

The district administra-
tion has declared 161 pri-
mary schools and 13 high
schools closed until the
water receded, said Deputy
Commissioner in Sylhet
Rahat Anwar.

Shyamal Chandra Singha,
headmaster of Pashchim
Borni High School, said they
had postponed all academic
activities as the school and its
adjoining roads went under
water.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Shelve Rampal
project to save
Sundarbans

Green activists ask govt again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Green activists yesterday reiterated that the

government should backtrack on the pro-
posed Rampal power plant to be built in

the vicinity of the world's largest mangrove

forest, the Sundarbans, with a session of
Unesco World Heritage Committee ongo-
ing over the listing of "heritage sites in
danger”.

The United Nations and the
[nternational Union for Conservation of
Nature have already warned the govern-
ment not to build the plant, but the gov-

ernment is adamant to go ahead overlook-

ing concerns expressed at home and
abroad, they said at a press conference at
the Dhaka Reporters' Unity.

The National Committee to Protect the
Sundarbans and Bangladesh Poribesh
Andolon (Bapa) held the press conference
to inform the media about the 10-day 41st
session of the heritage committee begin-
ning yesterday in Krakéw of Poland.

Speaking at the press conference, econ-
omist Prof MM Akash said that whether
the Sundarbans was on the list of "World
Heritage in Danger” would be known by
July 12, on the concluding day of the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Secretaries at a meeting with the prime minister
vesterday requested the government to provide
them with various facilities like vehicles, residences
and house helps even after their retirement, said
sources.

They also called upon the government to allow
executive magistrates to run mobile courts which
the High Court declared unconstitutional, and to
raise the retirement age of public servants from 59
to 62.

Besides, they wanted exclusive monograms on
their official cars.

Addressing the meeting held at the Cabinet
Division, PM Sheikh Hasina issued a 17-point
directive to the top bureaucrats. These include tak-
ing effective steps at the field level to contain mili-
tancy and drug peddling, removing inter-cadre
disparities and strengthening efforts to establish
good governance.,

During her introductory speech, she categori-
cally mentioned that salaries and allowances of
public servants have been raised during her tenure,
and said the corruption of the employees has to be
stopped.

PM'S ORDERS

Secys want all even
after retirement

Press for govt houses, vehicles, house helps;
PM warns govt officials against corruption

»» Effective steps to curb militancy, drug trafficking
»» Run Chittagong Customs House 24/7
»» Remove inter-cadre disparity

SECYS' DEMANDS

»» Authority to run mobile courts
»» Raising the retirement age to 62
»> Raising the number of senior secys

The PM also asked the secretaries to ensure that
all project directors stay at their stations and
ordered 24-hour operation of Chittagong Customs
House to speed up export and import services.
Earlier, she held another such meeting on April 7,
2014,
As secretaries said mobile courts are needed to
effectively maintain law and order and check crimes
like adulteration of food, the PM asked them to wait
for the verdict of the Supreme Court in the related
case now pending with the Apex Court.

In a judgement on May 13, the High Court
observed that executive magistrates can't run

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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DEPOSITS AT SWISS BANKS

Ihdia shows how
to clamp down

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Bangladeshis and Indians are going in the opposite direc-
tions with regard to stashing money in Switzerland banks --
the former's, a far smaller economy, is going up while the
latter's is on the decline.

For example, Bangladeshis deposited Tk 1, 281 crore in
2009, Tk 1961 in 2012 and Tk 3,149 crore in 2013 with Swiss
banks. The amount rose to Tk 4, 730 crore in 2015 and Tk 5,
685 crore last year.

In contrast, Indians' money in Swiss banks hit a record
low last year, according to the Swiss National Bank's latest
report, totaling Rs 4, 500 crore today, declining from Rs
23,000 crore in 2006.

This record tells a story of how effective, or the lack there
of, the anti-money laundering efforts by the two govern-
ments has been.

India's success did not come automatically, nor did it get
any favour from the Swiss banks. It rather came as a result of
a continued clampdown on black money stashed behind
Swiss banks' famed secrecy walls.

The Indian government has been fighting the black
money menace for a decade through various means, accord-
ing to The EconomicTimes in a report on June 30,

“A number of strategies have been deployed by the gov-
ernment to combat the stash-funds menace, in both over-
seas domestic domain, which include enactment of a new

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Couldn't root
out militancy,
but destroyed
its network

Claims police boss

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inspector General of Police
(IGP) AKM Shahidul Hoque
believes militants will not
be able to carry out attacks
as their strength has been
reduced through continued
police operations since the
Holey Artisan attack.

He admitted that mili-
tancy wasn't uprooted alto-
gether, and stressed that its
network was destroyed.

Most of the senior mili-
tant leaders were either
killed or captured in police
raids, he said talking to
reporters at police head-
quarters yesterday.

Police have been success-
ful in countering militancy
because people of the coun-
try including Islamic schol-
ars support the efforts, he
said.

The police chief, how-
ever, observed that the entire
nation should come for-
ward to completely

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

The local mayor and his men took down th
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e stalls at the historical Rath Mela in Dhamrai, after

police asked the organisers to temporarily close the event over security reasons.
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Mayor shuts
400-yr-old
Hindu fair

Cops cite security
threat; locals see MP-
mayor rift behind it

RAFIUL ISLAM

The 400-year-old Rath
Mela, a fair integral to
Hindu festival Rath Jatra
[Itsab, in Dhamrai was
shut down Saturday night
allegedly over a rift
between the local law-
maker and the municipal-
Ity mayor.

Organisers and locals
said police had asked them
to suspend the festival for
two days from yesterday
morning, citing security
concerns.

The fair is a 21-day event
and is the biggest Rath Jatra
festival of the country.

But Dhamrai Municipal
Mayor Golam Kabir and
his men went to the venue
on Saturday night and

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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